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The activity that is the subject of this report has been financed in part with Federal funds 
from the National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior and administered by the 
West Virginia Division of Culture and History. 

This program receives Federal funds from the National Park Service, U.S. Department of 
the Interior. Regulations of the U.S. Department of the Interior strictly prohibit unlawful 
discrimination in departmental Federally Assisted programs on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age or handicap. Any person who believes he or she has been 
discriminated against in any program, activity or facility operated by a recipient of 
Federal Assistance should write to: Director, Equal Opportunity Program, U.S. 
Department of the Interior, National Park Service, PO Box 37127, Washington, DC, 
20013-7127. 
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PREFACE 

The Albert N. West Architectural Historic Resource Survey, located in Gilmer County, 
West Virginia, is the initial effort of the Gilmer County Historic Landmarks 
Commission's (HLC) commitment to identify and document the architectural and 
historical resources of local architect Albert N. West. The purpose of this Historic 
Resource Survey is to investigate the architectural achievements as a whole, identify 
patterns of historic development, review what resources still exist, and provide a 
framework for further in-depth research of specific sites. Also, the Survey Report 
includes written recommendations with appropriate documentation about any properties 
in the survey area qualifying for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places, 
nomination for National Register Historic District, or a thematic National Register 
nomination. The report and the survey will be used to guide the Commission on where to 
concentrate efforts in future surveys and nominations. 

The majority of the sites in the project area are in the town of Glenville, West Virginia. 
Additional sites are located in Cedarville, Normantown, Stumptown, and Rosedale, West 
Virginia. Two additional sites on Russett Road, County Rt. 7, just over the county line in 
Calhoun County have been included to enhance the cohesiveness of the project. In 
conducting the survey, the consultant extensively reviewed the history of Albert N. West 
and his family's economic and social impact on the surrounding region to determine 
significant periods and themes of development. The concentration in this survey is the 
town of Glenville with additional sites located in Sand Fork, Normantown, Stumptown, 
and Rosedale, as illustrated on the accompanying maps. 

The survey includes a review of West related sites within the boundaries of Gilmer 
County, West Virginia, in addition to two sites in Calhoun County. The review indicates 
whether the site is an eligible, non-eligible, or modem resource, and is depicted on 
enclosed maps. The project involves a detailed survey and inventory of all the sites, 
numbering 1 - 30, within the town of Glenville and the previously mentioned 
surrounding areas. The actual method of identification involves on-site field review of 
the sites known to be Albert West's, as identified from copies of original drawings. Other 
sites have been identified after interviewing local residents and reading related materials. 
All sites identified within the survey date prior to 1955. These have then been reviewed 
against the history of Gilmer County and the surrounding area to record which sites 
contain historic or architectural significance. West Virginia Historic Property Inventory 
Forms are completed for all pre-1955 sites and interviews with owners or the volunteers 
conducted on a number of sites. The sites are mapped on a topographic map and given an 
identifying number for ease of locating. The sites are then reviewed within a theme 
approach in relation to Albert N. West and recommendations on their possible 
significance and further research requirements are made. 

The survey of Albert N. West is by no means complete and periodic updating and 
surveying is, of course, necessary. Additional sites in other areas will also require 
surveying and other sites related to his father 1. W. West could be included at this time. 
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This report is intended as a means of reviewing the survey project and making informed 
decisions on where to concentrate efforts in the future. Recommendations are made 
concerning continued research and potential landmark sites. The report is organized in a 
manner that will be useful for its reference use. 

The Preface is first as a means of describing the project and familiarizing the reader with 
the process; this is followed by the Purpose, Methodology and the History. A 
Description of the Survey Area follows the historical summary and then a detailed List 
of Sites describes each resource. A Photograph Log and a UTM Reference List are 
included after the List of Sites for further identification. The Analysis and 
Recommendations section follows, and it is here that recommendations for additional 
work and examination of the resources identified are presented. 

A grant from the West Virginia Division of Culture and History, State Historic 
Preservation Office (SHPO), was awarded in the Fall of 2000 to the Gilmer County 
HLC for the Albert N. West Architectural Survey, Gilmer County, West Virginia. The 
HLC and the consultant agreed upon initial boundaries for the survey. The area surveyed 
was to encompass twenty five (25) individual structures in addition to any and all 
outbuildings associated with each structure. The consultant, wanted to include more of 
the related sites discovered in the area, so the total count of individual sites was increased 
to 30. 

The survey area encompasses the towns of Glenville, Sand Fork, Cedarville, 
Normantown, Stumptown, Rosedale, and two sites in Calhoun County. 

The survey records thirty (30) individual sites related to Albert N. West. Thirty (30) 
West Virginia Historic Property Inventory Forms have been prepared. 

The survey sites are transcribed to a map for field-work and initial field notes are 
prepared. This information is discussed with the HLC, for confirmation of the 
methodology adopted. This information from the field notes, research and volunteer 
input is included on the West Virginia Historic Property Inventory Forms. The field 
maps are revised at this point to illustrate the survey work and the analysis and findings. 
The maps also include the site number and coding of eligible and non-eligible sites. 

The consultant wishes to acknowledge the willing cooperation he received from the 
Gilmer County HLC and the helpful volunteer work provided through Jim Bailey. 
Additional information and cooperation from Normantown resident Ron Miller also aided 
in the study. Property owners throughout the survey area have been friendly, helpful and 
knowledgeable about their homes and the area's history. 

A special thanks is due to Albert West's son Karl W. West of Oak Ridge, Tennessee, for 
his cooperation with the Gilmer County HLC and the survey team. Through personal 
interviews and telephone interviews, much additional information about Albert N. West 
was acquired to substantiate the information in this report. Karl West has also donated all 
of his father's existing, original drawings and the original certificate to practice 
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architecture, issued to Albert on February 15, 1922, by the Board of Architects, to the 
Robert Kidd Library at Glenville State College. The donation also includes the following 
books from Albert N. West's personal library: 

• "Bethlehem Structural Shapes", Bethlehem Steel Co., Bethlehem, PA. January 1, 
1928. Signed and dated: "A.N. West, June. 1930". 

• "Handbook of Culvert And Drainage Practice", The WV Pipe Co., Charleston, WV. 
1930 - 1937. Signed and dated: "A.N. West, Glenville, WV, 1945". 

• "Kidders Architects' And Builders' Pocket Book", John Wiley & Sons, New York. 
1916. Notations on Inside Fly In Paper For Amounts of Plaster, Stucco, Lime, and 
Cement. 

• "New Short Cuts To Construction Profits", Engineering News-Record, New York, 
New York. Signed and Dated: "A.N. West, '39". 

• "Standard Structural Shapes Shipbuilding And Car Building Shapes", Bethlehem 
Steel Co., Bethlehem, PA. 1929. Signed and Dated: "A.N. West, June 1930". 

• "204 Practical Construction Short-Cuts", Engineering News-Record, New York, New 
York. 1932. Signed and Dated: "A.N. West, March 1933". 
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PURPOSE 

The purpose of the survey is to inventory up to 25 sites within the designated area in 
Gilmer County, West Virginia. To insure inclusion of the additional sites discovered 
during the survey, the consultant increased the count to 30 sites. This historic resource 
survey is an investigation to identify patterns of historic development, review what 
resources still exist, and provide a framework for further in-depth research of specific 
sites. 

The Historic Landmarks Commission wishes to identify the resources in the area and 
include them in the HLC's, the City's, and the County's planning procedures. An 
understanding of the amount, concentration and quality of resources is needed for this 
purpose. This project is intended to identify and preliminarily quantify sites in Gilmer 
County and assist in making decisions for future activities, including National Register of 
Historic Places nominations for individual sites or Historic Districts. 

It is anticipated that the survey will uncover a concentration of late 19th and early 20th 

century historic resources. These resources will be associated with the life and career of 
Albert N. West. The concentration is expected to be varied. 

This report is not considered the final activity in the identification of the architectural 
work of Albert N. West. As discussed previously, it is the first step in developing a 
process for decision making and activities for the protection and recognition of the 
architectural and building skills of West. Further inventory work, in-depth research, and 
other actions might be necessary. 
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METHODOLOGY 

The first step in the process is to gather and review archival and other research on the 
history and development of Gilmer County in general and the life of Albert N. West in 
particular. 

Base maps for the survey are prepared using USGS topographic maps enlarged to an 
appropriate scale. The topographic map has been field checked in 1965 and photo 
inspected in 1976. The topographic area base map of the survey has been installed in a 
computer for field work and report use. 

The entire survey area is initially walked with the HLC representative, and a field log of 
all properties identified as, or observed to be, pre-1955, compiled. Each resource is 
assigned a field number, a brief description of the property, and any outbuildings are 
included in the list. The modem structures, post 1955, are not included in the count. 
This log serves as the basis for documenting these sites on West Virginia Historic 
Properties Inventory Forms. Also included is an initial determination if the property 
contains historical or architectural qualities warranting listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places, either individually or as eligible to an eligible Historic District. In all, 30 
resources have been logged in. Of these 30 resources, 30 are considered eligible 
buildings to an eligible Historic District. 

Following these phases, the consultant prepares maps for field-work. With the maps and 
the field notes, the consultant again walks the survey area. For properties previously 
identified, or in the opinion of the surveyor, related to Albert N. West, a photograph is 
taken, black and white, and information confirmed on the description, architectural style, 
modifications, etc. for documentation on inventory forms. Numbers are added to the map, 
corresponding to the field notes. Properties that have lost integrity through modifications 
or additions are noted as non-eligible, but are still documented on the West Virginia 
Historic Property Inventory forms. 

For analysis and recommendation purposes, two classifications have been decided upon: 
non-eligible refers to a modem, post 1955 building or to a building that, altered through 
modification or deterioration, has damaged integrity. Eligible refers to a contributing site 
in a thematic National Register Nomination. 
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Current owners' infonnation and historical infonnation for the inventory fonns is 
prepared from research provided by Jim Bailey and the Gilmer County HLC and from 
additional research done by the survey team. 

The field and research infonnation is transferred to the West Virginia Historic Property 
Inventory Fonns and they are prepared for final typing. Thirty (30) West Virginia 
Historic Property Inventory Fonns have been completed for the Albert N. West 
Architectural Resource Survey. 

At this point, the survey team also evaluates the resources to detennine their significance. 
Evaluation is conducted following the National Register of Historic Places criteria for 
evaluation and the classifications noted earlier are used in the analysis section of this 
report. 

Site numbers are recorded on the USGS topographic map and this numbering system is 
consistent for the report, inventory fonns and mapping. The USGS map is included under 
separate cover with this report. An individual UTM reference for each site is noted on 
the inventory fonn and in the UTM reference log in this report. 

The report has been compiled to provide a reference and analysis of the survey activities 
and to provide direction for future activities by the Gilmer County Historical Landmarks 
Commission. 
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OUTLINE HISTORY OF THE LIFE 
OF ALBERT N. WEST 

GILMER COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA 

The following is an outline history of the life of Albert Newton West, a Gilmer County 
architect and builder. The influence of his father, John W. West, was instrumental in the 
direction of Albert's career, therefore, facts regarding his life and career are also included 
for continuity. This is not intended to be an exhaustive history of the West lineage, 
rather a look at how a man living in a small, secluded locale such as Gilmer County made 
a large contribution to the history of his community. The primary source for this history 
was Albert West's son, Karl W. West, of Oak Ridge, Tennessee. Through the generous 
donation of his father's original drawings, we were able to obtain copies of the plans for 
the majority of the houses cited in this report. 

Albert Newton West was the second son of John Wellington West. John W. West was 
born May 11, 1850, on Duck Creek near West Milford, Harrison County. John's parents 
were also born on Duck Creek and were descendants from Sir Thomas West, Lord 
Delaware, who helped establish and maintain the colony at Jamestown, Virginia. At an 
early age, John W. learned the carpentry trade with his older brother and in 1873 moved 
with his parents and family to Stone Lick Run in Gilmer County. Being a skilled 
carpenter by this time, John built the new family home from logs harvested on the 
property. The log house is still extant. 

Soon after settling in their new home, John's mother joined the Baptist Church in Auburn, 
Ritchie County. Attending church functions with his mother, John met Elizabeth 
Woofter, daughter of the Rev. John Woofter then pastor of the Leading Creek Baptist 
Church at Alice in Gilmer County. John West and Elizabeth Woofter were married in 
Gilmer County in 1876 and moved to Stone Lick Run in Cox's Mills where their first son, 
Wade Clarence, was born. Shortly after the birth of their son, they moved to Stony, 
Texas in Denton County to join Elizabeth's brother and work in the "oil" country. 

On Easter Sunday, March 28, 1880, in Stony, Texas, John and Elizabeth's second son was 
born, Albert Newton West. Five years later, after the birth of the third child, a girl they 
named Neva, the Wests returned to West Virginia and settled in the community of 
Rosedale where Albert and his three brothers and two sisters grew up. Albert's parents 
transferred their memberships to Rosedale Baptist Church from Leading Creek Baptist 
Church and as deacon ofthis church J. W. West supervised the planning and participated 
in the building of the church building which was finished in 1875 and dedicated in 1902, 
site #0029. 

It was in Rosedale, where John W. West worked as a carpenter during the prosperity of 
the gas and oil boom in Gilmer County, that Albert became interested in the trade and 
began to learn the basic skills. The Mary Bowe House, site #0025, is believed to have 
been constructed by J. W. West in 1894, and a neighboring house was built in 1900 by J. 
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W. West, site #0026. Both of these houses are located just across the line in Calhoun 
County, in close proximity to the community of Rosedale. It is believed that Albert 
traveled to these job sites with his father learning the skills that would later shape his life. 
The Sears House, site #0024, is slightly farther north on Route 33 in Stumptown. J. W. 
West also built this house, ca. 1905, probably with the help of his son Albert who would 
have been twenty-five at this time. 

Albert served as a private in the U.S. Army during the Spanish American War in 1898. 
The family moved from Rosedale to Glenville in 1903 into a residence in Brooklyn 
Addition designed and built by the newly founded J.W. West and Sons Construction 
Company. The West home was built on a lot purchased by Albert and his brother, 
Clarence in 1902 for $450, site #0012. The West home became the headquarters for the 
newly formed construction company and the "drafting room" for Albert's designs. 
Albert, his younger brothers, Rolla and Lyel and their father J. W. West made up the 
company. Older brother, Clarence, having finished school at Glenville Normal went on 
to Brown University, graduated as a Civil Engineer and went to the Philippine Islands for 
a 10-year employment with the Bureau of Public Works. J. W. West & Sons were 
recognized during this time period for their skills and excellent work during an era when 
most building, from the foundation to the roof, was done by hand. During this time they 
built residences, buildings, churches, schools and bridges in Glenville and the 
surrounding area. 

To provide the building materials they needed, in addition to lumber, they quarried 
sandstone and produced brick along the south side of the Little Kanawha River at 
Glenville, sometimes working with the Whitings, who were stone masons and 
bricklayers. Brick came from the Whiting and West Brick Kiln at the mouth of Nutter 
Run on the south side of the river at Glenville. They quarried stone at the Whiting and 
West Quarry located on the same side of the river at the west end of Glenville, and later 
quarried on Albert's land in south Glenville near where the athletic field exists today. 
Additional structures built during this early formation of 1. W. West & Sons, from 1900 -
1920 include: Site #0003, Fred M. Whiting House, ca. 1904; Site #0006, John E. 
Arbuckle House, ca. 1905; Site #0007, LN. Hardman House, ca. 1906; Site #0008, the 
retaining wall in front of the Administration building at Glenville State College, ca. 1906; 
Site #30, the addition to the Administration Building at Glenville State College, 1910; 
Site #0010, Albert N. West House, ca. 1913; and Site #0019, Poor Farm Infirmary, 1907. 

On November 5, 1913, Albert married Dosha L. Rymer and moved into their newly 
designed and built home not far from the J. W. West home on the site where the athletic 
field is located today. In 1924, this home, site #0010, was moved to its present location 
diagonally across the street from the original West homeplace. Albert and Dosha's new 
home was among the first in the area to have hot and cold running water and a complete 
working bathroom on the second floor. The couple had four children during their 
marriage and raised all four in this house. During this period, Albert successfully 
completed a correspondence course in Architecture and Engineering and earned his 
degree from the International Correspondence School in Scranton, P A, known for its 
superior architectural program. This school is still in existence today. 
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On December 27, 1921, Albert filed an application with the Board of Architects of West 
Virginia for his license to practice in the state. Albert took the written exam and 
appeared before the board to present his plans and specifications. Two of the buildings in 
his presentation were under construction, the Sand Fork High School, site #0021, and the 
Gilmer County Jail and Office Building, site #0005. The third project in his presentation 
was site #0003, the Fred M. Whiting House built in 1904. Albert also presented a signed 
letter stating that he had been employed in design capacity for 10 years with J. W. West 
& Sons Construction Company which made him eligible to be grandfathered in after 
passing the written exam and making his design presentations. On February 15, 1922, 
Albert was issued his Architect's License, No. 64, indicating that his license was the 64th 
in the state to be issued. Albert's brother Rolla also obtained his license at this time, his 
number being #63. Albert and his brother were the only registered architects in Gilmer 
County for many years. When Rolla moved out of state, Albert was the only registered 
architect in Gilmer County in 1951, 1953 and 1957. 

Albert set up shop in his home using the attic closet for a dark room, a tracing and 
photopaper holding frame with a glass front for sunlight exposure, a bathtub of print 
developer solution, and upstairs hallway clothes drying lines for print hanging and 
drying. 

Albert's brothers Rolla and Lyeljoined the U.S. Army Air Force during World War I 
leaving Albert and 67 year old 1. W. West to run the business. To supply the necessary 
on-site building materials, the J. W. West & Sons Company had ventured into the wood 
detailing, planing and shaping, mill business in Glenville as well as brick making at the 
mouth of Nutter's Run and stone quarrying on Albert's property just above the athletic 
field. A hardwood saw mill and dry kiln at the mouth of Sycamore Run was a necessary 
part of the overall operation. 

During the years 1922 - 1923, Albert designed and built a new home for his mother and 
father directly across the street from his home and adjacent to the original dwelling. The 
new home was designed especially to tend to the couple's aging and their illnesses by 
having a restroom on both floors and a bathtub with a sunken well for foot soaking. 
Albert's parents lived in this home until their deaths with Albert furnishing most of the 
financial support. Other houses built during the early 1900's in the area were the: B.W. 
Craddock House, site #0004, ca. 1925; L. D. Zinn House, site #0009, ca. 1925; N.E. 
Rymer House, site #0013, ca. 1915; Captain D.U. O'Brien House, site #0014, ca. 1910; 
R.L. Jarvis House, site #0015, ca. 1915; Earl Arbuckle House, site #0018, ca. 1925; 
Tanner High School, site #0022, 1929/1933; Normantown School, site #0023, ca. 1928; 
Cedarville High School, site #0027, 1923; and Log Gas Station, site #0028, ca. 1926. 
Albert designed and built the Log Gas Station, site #0028, with the help of his wife's two 
brothers Newt and Ivan Rymer. They acquired the logs from a nearby farm building and 
moved them to the comer lot in Glenville. The building became a gas station and 
restaurant in Glenville where it stood for more than 50 years at the comer of U.S. Routes 
33 and 119 and State Route 5. In 1982, it was moved to the Cedar Creek State Park and 
restored to become camp site offices. It remains in this location today. 
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During the late 1920's, Albert became involved in the highway design business and 
bridge construction in the area. He designed the road from Glenville to Normantown 
(now US 119) and also the road from Glenville to Sand Fork to Burnsville, WV Route 5 
along the Little Kanawha River. This new road contained two new bridges designed by 
and fabricated under the supervision of West. The first was an overhead truss bridge with 
concrete flooring at Sand Fork, built in 1927, and a steel girder with concrete elevated 
and curved deck bridge at Burnsville built at approximately the same time. Both of these 
bridges were the first of their kind, and the bridge at Burnsville is still extant. 

Also during the late 1920's, Albert joined with a friend, Cecil Davis, in the building 
moving business. Large poplar timbers, blocks and skids were used to move large homes 
with two chimneys and several porches. Many of these timbers were 10" x 12" x 30' in 
length acquired from the dismantling of the old one-lane covered bridges in central West 
Virginia. Both manually operated screw and ratchet jacks were the primary "lifters", 
while cables and manually operated winches were the horizontal power movers. The 
building was supported on skids and hundreds of 3" X 4' pipe rollers during the lifting 
and winching process. The Currence B. Conrad House, site #0001, is believed to be an 
example ofa house moved by West and Davis. Originally, the house was located on the 
corner of Main and Morris Streets and was later moved back one lot on Morris to its 
present day location. Albert West's own home, site #0010, was moved from its original 
location where the athletic field is now located to its present day location at 111 Park 
Street. A Baptist church in Troy was moved from one side ofthe highway to the other by 
hoisting it 15 to 20 feet in the air over the road and depositing it on the other side with no 
interference to the traffic on the road. The church remains in that location today. In 
Glenville, Albert and Cecil did some major alterations to the Glenville Baptist Church. 
They sawed the church completely in half, extended the length sufficiently for the 
addition of a baptistery and stage behind the pulpit, and raised it in the air to permit a full 
basement to be built under the structure. Albert and Cecil also contracted a job with the 
local funeral home to pick it up and turn it a quarter of a turn for easier access to the 
building from the alley. 

In the early 1930's, Albert became a fulltime employee of the West Virginia State Road 
Commission. During his career with the State Road Commission, material and money 
shortages from the State inspired Albert to fabricate many of the tools to handle bridge 
girders, trusses, and the associated framework. Most of the derricks assembled from gin 
poles to handle quarry stone, A frames, wire rope winches, and block and tackle were 
fabricated and stored in a knocked down condition in and around Albert's barn and 
outbuildings ready for use at any time. Albert worked for the State Road Commission 
past the required retirement age of 65 years and during the next ten years, he graduated to 
bridge engineer for the West Virginia State Road Commission 7th District with 
headquarters in Weston, WV. His oldest son, Homer Paul, was appointed District 
Engineer at this time becoming his father's boss before he became Maintenance Engineer 
for the SRC in Charleston. 
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When Albert wasn't building houses or designing buildings, highways and bridges, he 
tried his hand at inventing. In his later years, he designed and totally fabricated the first 
soft top, collapsible, mobile camping trailer in central West Virginia. The unit had two 
wire spring double beds with mattress, lots of storage space, with a head-room of about 
six feet at the ridge row, a lockable entrance door, and window screens throughout. 
According to Albert's diary, "Stanley and Karl helped put the cover on the trailer" on 
May 20, 1938. Also, during his employment with the State Road Commission, Albert 
initiated a patent search for a yet unheard of self-powered front-end loader for a tractor. 

Albert N. West passed away on May 14, 1961, at St. Mary's Hospital in Clarksburg, WV. 
During his 81 years, Albert's career in architecture and his involvement in the 
construction of his designs made a major impact on Glenville and the surrounding 
communities. 

Albert N. West Architectural 
Historic Resource Survey 

Page II 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
-

DESCRIPTION OF THE SURVEY AREA 

The area surveyed encompasses specific sites from Rosedale north on Rt. 33 to Glenville 
and east on Rt. 5 to Sand Fork. Additionally, two sites in Calhoun County have been 
included because of their close proximity to the survey area. The largest concentration of 
sites lies in the town of Glenville itself with 19 sites recorded there. 

The westernmost boundary of the survey area is the Tanner High School, site #0022; the 
northeast boundary is site #0021, the Sand Fork Elementary School, and the southern 
boundary is delineated by site #0029, the Rosedale Church. This comprises the area for 
the Albert N. West Architectural Survey, Gilmer County, West Virginia. 

Rolling hills create the terrain with access to the Little Kanawha River within the survey 
area. During Albert West's lifetime, the river access helped facilitate the transportation of 
goods for the remote communities in this area as well as provision of transportation for 
the logs from local timber operations, mining supplies and the coal itself. The oil and gas 
companies owed their very existence to this river and the men that worked on it. 

It was expected that the resources related to Albert N. West would contain primarily late 
19th and early 20th century commercial, residential, and educational resources. This was 
found to be true with very few modified buildings. 

The recorded resources fall within the early 19th to mid 20th Century time period and 
represent the chronological development of the architectural career of Albert N. West. 
The buildings are primarily one and two-story, wood frame and masonry buildings. The 
dominance of wood frame structures is a result of the availability of resources in this 
remote area. Timber was abundant and many mills existed locally. The Wests cut and 
planed their own wood for building materials as well as quarried local stone and 
eventually fired their own bricks for building. Before roads came to Gilmer County, the 
Little Kanawha River was the only transportation for incoming goods. During dry times, 
the rafts and boats would have to dock and wait for rain in order to navigate the shoals. 
To avoid delays, the Wests became adept at every aspect of planning and construction, 
including making their own building supplies. 

The Albert N. West Architectural Survey begins on Main Street in the town of Glenville. 
Site #0001 - #0018 and site #30 are located within the Glenville city limits and all but 
three of these sites are documented as Albert West designed houses through copies of the 
original design drawings or written documentation of their existence. The Currence B. 
Conrad House, site #0001 is believed to be associated with Mr. West during the period in 
his career when he was working with Cecil Davis moving buildings. This house was 
originally built on the comer of Main and Morris Streets and later moved to its present 
location at 7 Morris Street. The Earl Arbuckle House, site #0018,215 North Court 
Street, is located between two Albert N. West designed homes and contains many similar 
characteristics of the flanking houses. The survey then traveled east on Route 5 to 
include The Old Fair Grounds, site #0020, and, the Sand Fork Elementary School, site 
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#0021. Copies of the original drawings document these two sites as Albert N. West 
designs. Leaving Glenville and traveling south on Route 33, the survey encountered 
Normantown Elementary School, site #0023, Cedarville High School, site #0027, and 
Camp Site Office in Cedar Creek State Park, site #0028 . These three sites are also 
documented as West designs. See Appendices in this report. 

An example of the American Movement Style is the Four Square illustrated by the B. W. 
Craddock house, site #0004 (305 East Main St.) . This two-story, brick residence was 
designed by Albert West and built by the J. W. West Construction Company. There are 
two exposed, brick chimneys on the side elevations and a central, interior chimney. The 
second floor has a central recessed balcony with recessed double entrance doors within 
an arched opening. There are paired 6/1 windows on the second floor, front elevation, 
with stained glass windows on the side elevation with a flower motif. The entrance door 
is flanked by divided sidelights and undivided transom. The porch bas large, square brick 
posts with an enclosed solid brick balustrade. Another example of the Four Square Style 
in the survey is the Gi lmer County Jail and Office Building, site #0005 (8 Howard St.) 

An illustration of the Colonial Revival Style is site the N.E. 
Rymer House, site #0013 (209 Hunter Street),. This two-story, 
front facing "L" house has a metal roof with a dormer in front 
having a deep partial return cornice and a 111 window. There is 
a three-story, projecting bay on the left front of the house. The 
third floor consists of a closed pediment containing a Palladian 
window. The second floor of this projection contains a single 
III window with a simple surround. Tbe first floor projection 

has a three-sided bay connecting to the front entrance portico. The main cornice of tbe 
house is heavily dentiled. The secondary cornice is also dentiled. Tbe house has German 
siding and III windows with simple surrounds. There is a small entrance portico with a 
closed pediment with heavy dentiling and brackets. The porch has simple Doric 
columns. Like most of Albert West's creations, the foundation is cut stone with 
grapevine joints. Anothcr example of the Colonial Revival Style is the Jarvis House, site 
#00 IS (302 South Lewis Street),. 

The Prairie Style is represented in the survey by site the J. W. West 
house, site #0011 (112 Park Street). Albert built this house for his 
parents to replace the home place next door. It is a two-story, hip roof 
house with an interior, brick chimney. Windows are 6/6. The fayade is 
wood stained, clapboard siding. Albert bui lt this house to 
accommodate his aging parent's needs, ca. 1922. 

The Queen Anne Style is also present in the designs of Albert West. The 
John E. Arbuckle House, site #0006, built ca. 1905, is an intact and representative 
example of a turn-of-the-century Queen Anne Style house. The fayade is symmetrical 
with the exception of the octagonal tower on the comer of the southeast side. The tower 
has a high pitched roof with an original weathervane at its peak. Characteristic Queen 
Anne wooden shingles cover the tower at the attic level. The tower windows and all of 
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the other windows in the house have smooth stone sills and lintels. The entrance bay is 
located in the center of the fayade. The opening is an oak-framed single pane glass door 
with flanking sidelights and a transom. On the second level, above the entrance, is a 
round arch space with a door opening onto the porch roof. Adjacent to this is another 
arched window opening. On the opposite side of the fayade from the 
tower is a two-story, segmented bay. In the fayade's roof stands a gabled 
dormer that intersects with tbe main hipped roof. The dormer contains a 
Palladian window and fish-scale shingles. The porch on the fayade is 
one of the house's most notable features. It extends from the tower and 
wraps around to the northeast fayade. Ionic columns support the porcb 
roof and they stand in groups of three in front of the house's main 
entrance. The foundation is cut stone with grapevine joints. This house 
is currently listed on the ational Register of Historic Places. Another example oftbe 
Queen Anne Style in the survey is the Sears House, site #0024, , located in Stumptown. 

Also located in this residential section of Glenville is the stone retaining wall in front of 
the Administration Building on the Glenville College campus. This stone wall, designed 
by Albert and built by J. W. West & Sons is the typical cut stone with grapevine joints 
prevalent in most of the West construction. This locally quarried stone is used in most of 
the foundations of the bouses in this survey. Also in the same area is the addition to the 
Administration Building on the campus of Glenville State College. The historic 
photograph below sbows Lyel We t driving a team for John W. West & Sons 
Construction Company during the construction of this building. 

From the residential section of Glenville, the survey moves east on Route 5 to the original 
site of the Gilmer County Fair Grounds, site #0020. Albert West designed the layout of 
the fairgrounds and the construction of the bleachers. Northeast of this site off of Route 5 
on Sand Fork Road is the Sand Fork Elementary School, site #0021. Albert designed this 
building and it was constructed in 1921 by J. W. West Construction Co. Tbis building 
was the first school of several built in the same time period with the Albert West design. 
Tanner High School, site #0022, west of Glenville on Route 5, Cedarville High School, 
si te #0027, south on Route 33 in Cedarville, and Normantown High School, site #0023, 
south on Route 33 in ormantown are all examples of the distinct West design used in 
building schools during the early 1900's. 
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As was previously stated, the predominant use of the resources is residential, commercial, 
and educational. The majority of the buildings inventoried fall into the early 20th Century 
time period. There is evidence of Four Square Style, Bungalow Style, Gothic Revival 
Style, Colonial Revival Style, Romanesque Revival Style, and Vernacular Style. A 
complete list of sites follows. 
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ALBERT N. WEST ARCHITECTURAL SURVEY 
GILMER COUNTY 

LIST OF SITES 

0001. 7 MORRIS STREET, commercial 
date: Ca. 1875 
description: Currence B. Conrad House. Vernacular Style. Two-story, side gable 
house. Asphalt shingle roof. Partial return cornice. Clapboard siding. 111 windows with 
simple hoods. Two-story entrance portico end gable with partial return cornice. Front 
entrance porch and second story porch have turned posts and spindled balustrades. 
Concrete block foundation. 5 X 4 bays. 1 Y2 story rear addition and an elevated staircase 
on the side. 
1 building considered eligible. 
property owner name: Sadie and Donald Kelble 
property owner address: Box 40 Star Rt. 77, Glenville, WV 26351 

0002. 302 MAIN STREET, vacant 
date: Ca. 1910 
description: A. L. Holt House/Senior Center. Queen Anne Style. Two and one-half­
story, cross gable house. Decorative verge board and spindled Eastlake work in end 
gables. Gambrel roof with asphalt shingle roofing. Projecting, three-sided, end gable 
bay with stained glass windows on front elevation and a projecting, side gable in rear. 
Aluminum siding. Modem 111 aluminum windows. Modified hip roof front porch with 
Doric columns. Porch has been partially enclosed on side with multi-paned windows. 
Cut stone foundation with grapevine joints. 6 x 3 bays. Modem T -111 addition on rear 
elevation. 
1 building considered non-eligible due to modifications. 
property owner name: County Commission of Gilmer County 
property owner address: 10 Howard Street, Glenville, WV 26351 

0003. 303 EAST MAIN STREET, residential 
date: Ca. 1904 
description: Fred M. Whiting House. Colonial Revival Style. Two-story side gable 
house. Asphalt shingle roof. Dormer on front with Palladian window and a shed roof. 
Two-story projection on side with shed roof. Soft brick fayade. 611 windows with stone 
sills and brick rowlock lintels. Two story projection on front elevation with paired 
windows on second story. Shed roof entrance porch with metal roof, large square brick 
posts and a solid brick balustrade. Cut stone foundation with grapevine joints. 2 x 4 
bays. 
One building considered eligible. 
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0003A. 
date: 
description: One-story hip roof garage with metal shingle roof. Brick fayade. Concrete 
foundation. 
I building considered eligible. 
property owner name: Thomas Moore 
property owner address: 3580 Hillview Drive S.E., Salem, Oregon 97302 

0004. 305 EAST MAIN STREET, residential 
date: Ca. 1925 
description: B. W. Craddock House. Two-story, Four Square Style house with paired 
hip roof dormers. Asphalt shingle roof. Exposed end chimneys and a central interior 
chimney. Second floor has central recessed balcony with recessed double entrance doors 
within an arched opening. Brick fayade. Paired 6/1 windows. Stained glass windows on 
side elevation with flower motif. Entrance door flanked by divided sidelights and 
undivided transom. Transom has been covered. Modified hip roof front porch with 
asphalt shingle roofing. Large square brick posts with enclosed solid brick balustrade. 
Two-story, rear porch that has been partially enclosed on the first floor with exterior 
metal staircase leading to the second floor. Cut stone foundation with grapevine joints. 3 
x 5 bays. 
I building considered eligible. 
property owner name: Norman Anderson 
property owner address: 957-D Mineral Road, Glenville, WV 26351 

0005. 8 Howard Street, municipal 
date: 1929 
description: Gilmer County Jail and Office Building. Now deputy sheriffs office, 
Hope, Inc's, Gilmer County Economic Development Association, and Gilmer County 
Historic Landmarks Commission offices. Two-story Four Square Style building. 
Asphalt shingle hip roof with hip roof dormers. Dormers have asbestos shingle siding 
and paired 3/3 windows. Wide entablature at cornice level over two courses of corbeled 
brick. Red brick fayade. Vertical 3/3 windows. Projecting end gable entrance portico 
with barrel vault ceiling on front elevation. Modified hip portico on side elevation with 
large knee braces. Cut stone foundation with grapevine joints. 3 x 3 bays. 
I building considered eligible. 
property owner name: County Commission of Gilmer County 
property owner address: 10 Howard Street, Glenville, WV 26351 

0006. 213 NORTH COURT STREET, organizational 
date: Ca. 1910 
description: John E. Arbuckle Housel Alumni House. This house is currently listed on 
the National Register. Two-story, Queen Anne Style house. Two interior brick 
chimneys. Asphalt shingle roof. Pointed roof turret and projecting bay on the comer. 
Gabled dormers with Palladian windows. Red brick fayade. Windows are 111 with 
concrete lintels and sills. Front entrance has projecting bay with tower on left and a 
projecting two story bay on the right. Under arched stone lintels, in the center of the 
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second story, is an arched doorway entrance with divided sidelights and to the left of that 
is an arched, leaded glass window. Entrance porch with flat roof wraps around to the 
right. Porch has an architrave with dentils supported by Doric columns. Same kind of 
porch on left side. Cut stone foundation with grapevine joints. 5 x 2 bays. 
1 building previously listed on the National Register. 
property owner name: Alumni Foundation 
property owner address: 213 Court Street, Glenville, WV 26351 

0007. 217 NORTH COURT STREET, residential 
date: Ca. 1906 
description: I. N. Hardman House. Two-story Early Colonial Revival Style house. 
Asphalt shingle hip roof. Two interior corbeled brick chimneys. Entablature with 
brackets and dentils. Hip roof dormers. German siding. 111 windows. One-story front 
porch with modified hip roof and gabled entrance portico. Ionic columns supported by 
paneled bases. Curved spindled balustrades. Projecting bay on left side of house. One 
story, modified hip roof, enclosed side porch with shed roof. 6 x 2 bays. Cut stone 
foundation with grapevine joints. 
1 building considered eligible. 
0007A. 
date: 
description: One-story, end gabled out building. Asphalt shingle roof. Aluminum 
siding. Concrete block foundation. 
1 building considered non-eligible due to age. 
0007B. 
date: 
description: Two bay, end gable garage. Vinyl siding. Concrete block foundation. 
Asphalt shingle roof. 
1 building considered non-eligible due to age. 
property owner name: Phillip Cottrill 
property owner address: 217 North Court Street, Glenville, WV 26351 

0008. 200 HIGH STREET, object 
Date: Ca. 1912 
Description: Retaining wall in front of Administration Building at Glenville State 
College. Wall is constructed from large cut stone, quarried locally, with grapevine joints 
and is probably two or three blocks long. 
1 object considered eligible. 
property owner name: Glenville State College 
property owner address: 200 High Street, Glenville, WV 26351 

0009. 101 BROOKLYN DRIVE, residential 
date: Ca. 1925 
description: L. D. Zinn House. Two-story, Shingle Style, front facing "L" house. 
Asphalt shingle roof. Interior brick chimney. Wood shingle siding. 611 windows, some 
paired. Large one story wrap around porch. Front porch has slightly modified hip roof 
with end gable entrance portico with wood shingle posts and solid enclosed shingled 
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balustrade. The front porch has a brick foundation. Tripartite window on enclosed end 
of front porch. Cut stone foundation with grapevine joints. 4 x 3 bays. 
1 building considered eligible. 
property owner name: Mary Ann Yeager 
property owner address: 101 Brooklyn Drive, Glenville, WV 26351 

0010. 111 PARK STREET, residential 
date: Ca. 1913 
description: Albert N. West House. Bungalow Style house. Two-story, side gable with 
a large central shed roof dormer on front. Exposed brick chimney on side. Asphalt 
shingle roof. Wood shingle siding. One story entrance porch within the roof overhang 
supported by square paired wood posts on enclosed clapboard sided balustrade with a 
cross piece on each pair of posts. Windows are non-original 616. Two story, non­
original addition on side with shed roof. First floor of the addition is a garage and the 
second story is living quarters. Concrete foundation. 4 x 4 bays. 
1 building considered eligible. 
property owner name: Lorene Wolfe 
property owner address: 111 Park Street, Glenville, WV 26351 

0011. 112 PARK STREET, residential 
date: Ca. 1922 
description: John W. West House. House Albert built for his parents to replace the 
homeplace next door. Two-story, Prairie Style house. Hip roof with asphalt shingle 
roofing. Interior brick chimney. Windows are non-original 6/6. Wood, stained 
clapboard siding. Non-original hip roof entrance portico with plastic Doric columns. 
Two-story addition on right. 4 x 2 bays. Concrete foundation. 
1 building considered eligible. 
property owner name: John and Carol Wolfe 
property owner address: 112 Park Street, Glenville, WV 26351 

0012. 110 PARK STREET, residential 
date: Ca. 1902 
description: John W. West House. Original homeplace. Two-story, Four Square Style 
hip roof building. Asphalt shingle roof. Interior brick chimney. III windows. Non­
original, central stained glass window on second floor. Vinyl siding. Where roof meets 
sidewall there is a plain frieze supporting rafter tails. Originally window hoods went up 
into the frieze but that has been modified because of the siding. Three quarter length, end 
gable entrance portico with large, battered square posts supported by concrete foundation. 
Decorative work in the end gable of the portico and also in the cornice area of the portico 
there are rosette blocks. 
Fayade on first floor under portico is modern wood paneling. 3 x 2 bays. Concrete 
foundation. 
1 building considered eligible. 
property owner name: Donald and Janice Whitehair 
property owner address: P.O. Box 395, Glenville, WV 26351 
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0013. 209 HUNTER STREET, residential 
date: Ca. 1920 
description: N. E. Rymer House. Colonial Revival Style. Two-story, front facing "L" 
house. Metal roof with a dormer in front having a deep partial return cornice and a III 
window. There is a three story, projecting bay on the left front of the house. The third 
floor consists of a closed pediment containing a Palladian window. The second floor of 
this projection contains a single III window with a simple surround. The first floor 
projection has a three sided bay connecting to the front entrance portico. Main cornice of 
house is heavily dentiled. Secondary cornice is also dentiled. German siding. Windows 
are III with simple surrounds. Small entrance portico with a closed pediment with heavy 
dentiling and brackets. Porch has simple Doric columns. Modem one story addition on 
right with large exposed chimney. 7 x 4 bays. Cut stone foundation with grapevine 
joints. 
I building considered eligible. 
0013A. 
date: 
description: One-story end gable garage, one bay. Asphalt shingle roof. German siding. 
Concrete block foundation. I x I bay. 
I building considered non-eligible due to age. 
property owner name: Goff Summers 
property owner address: 209 Hunter Street, Glenville, WV 26351 

0014. CHARLES STREET, residential 
date: Ca. 1925 
description: Captain D. U. O'Brien House. One-story, Queen Anne Style house. 
Asphalt shingle roof. Interior brick chimney. 111 windows. Windows in front of house 
have stained glass in top light. Small shed roof, wrap around entrance porch with Doric 
columns. Rear porch with turned posts. Turret with pointed roof. Clapboard siding. 5 x 
3 bays. Pier foundation. 
1 building considered eligible. 
0014A. 
date: 
description: Two-story cellarhouse. Asphalt shingle roof. First story is molded concrete 
block. Second story is clapboard. Paired 111 windows on front elevation and two 111 
windows on side elevation. 2 x 2 bays. Concrete block foundation. 
1 building considered eligible. 
0014B. 
date: 
description: O'Brian Steps and stone retaining wall. Concrete steps and cut stone 
retaining wall with grapevine joints. 
1 object considered eligible. 
property owner name: Paul H. Woodford, II 
property owner address: P.O. Box 218, Glenville, WV 26351 
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0015. 302 SOUTH LEWIS STREET, residential 
date: Ca. 1905 
description: R. L. Jarvis House. Three-story, Early Colonial Revival house. Central 
corbeled brick chimney. Painted, metal shingle roof. Third floor front, back, and sides 
contain large arched openings with fishscale shingles and tripartite windows with 
decorative hoods. Also in these areas are small four paned windows over a single pane. 
Second floor has central paired 111 windows flanked by single 111 windows. First floor 
has paired III windows. Clapboard siding. One-story, wraparound front porch with 
modified hip roof supported by Ionic columns. Cornice on porch and main house heavily 
dentiled. At cornice level of main house there are large comer knee braces. One story 
projecting bay on side. 3 x 4 bays. Front porch has concrete block foundation. House 
has concrete block foundation. 
1 building considered eligible. 
0015A. 
date: Ca. 1920 
description: Two-story end gable garage. Asphalt shingle roof. 2/2 window in center of 
front elevation over garage door bay. Clapboard siding. 1 x 1 bays. 
1 building considered eligible. 
property owner name: Chris and Debra Gillespie 
property owner address: 302 S. Lewis Street, Glenville, WV 26351 

0016. 8 EAST MAIN STREET, commercial 
date: Ca. 1932 
description: Midland Store. Two-story, flat roof commercial building. Brown brick on 
front fa9ade, red brick fa9ade on remainder of building. Windows on second floor are 
paired 111 with some modification to the two on the right. Windows have soldier course 
lintels and concrete sills. First story is one large storefront with central recessed entrance 
with flanking display windows. Brick kickpanels. Decorative brick pilasters with 
concrete bases and concrete caps. Concrete belt course separating first and second floor. 
Full length metal awning on the front elevation over storefront. Double entrance doors 
with transom. Transom has been covered with metal veneer. Entrance door on far right 
with a transom leading to second floor. 4 x 6 bays. 
1 building considered eligible. 
property owner name: Wilda M. Porter 
property owner address: Rt. 78, Box 35, Linn, WV 26384 
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0017. 6 EAST MAIN STREET, commercial 
date: Ca. 1930 
description: Ford Garage. One-story, brick, end gable commercial building with a 
stepped parapet wall on front and rear with concrete caps. Asphalt shingle and rolled 
roofing. Central garage entrance with flanking large display windows with transoms. 
Windows on side elevation (U.S. 33) are modern, non-original 9/9. Concrete foundation. 
5 x 12 bays. 
1 building considered eligible. 
property owner name: J.C. Baker, et. al. 
property owner address: 601 Elk Street, Gassaway, WV, 26624 

0018. 215 NORTH COURT STREET, residence 
date: Ca. 1925 
description: Earl Arbuckle House. Two story Four Square Style house. Hip, asphalt 
shingle roof. Hip dormer on front with paired 3/3 windows. Interior brick chimney. 
German siding. Paired 6/1 windows. Full length, one story modified hip roof front porch 
with oversized battered porch posts on an enclosed balustrade. Non-original one story hip 
roof back porch. 2 x 2 bays. Cut stone foundation with grapevine joints. 
1 building considered eligible. 
Property owner name: Stephanie Montgomery 
Property owner address: 215 North Court Street, Glenville, WV 26351 

0019. RECREATION CENTER ROAD, social: civic 
date: 1907 
description: Poor Farm Infirmary. Presently on National Register of Historic Places. 
Large, two- story, Colonial Revival:Foursquare building. Hip asphalt shingle roof. 
Clapboard siding. Vertical 212 windows on front elevation. Paired vertical 2/2 windows 
on side elevation. Modified hip roof entrance porch with square posts over central 
entrance with clapboard siding on foundation. Cut stone foundation with grapevine 
joints. 3 x 3 bays. Small projecting bay on side elevation with paired vertical 212 
windows. 
1 building previously listed on National Register. 
property owner name: Gilmer County Commission 
property owner address: 10 Howard Street, Glenville, WV 26351 

0020. ROUTE 5, recreation 
date: Ca. 1924 
description: Old Fair Grounds. Vernacular Style, end gable barn. V seam metal roof 
with two monitors on top. Vertical board siding. Block pier foundation. 2 x 12 bays. 
This property is privately owned at this time and the bam is the only remaining element 
of the original Fairground. 
1 site considered non-eligible due to modifications. 
property owner name: Paul H. Woodford, II 
property owner address: P.O. Box 218, Glenville, WV 26351 
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0021. SAND FORK ROAD, CR 13, school 
date: 1921 
description: Sand Fork Elementary School. Three-story, Romanesque Revival Style, flat 
roof school building. Red brick fa9ade. Modem 111 windows. Some of the original 
window openings have been boarded up. Cornice is missing. Stone lintels and sills. 
First floor is cut stone with grapevine joints. Stone belt course on second and third 
floors. Three-story, projecting entrance bay on rear and on the front. Entrance bay on 
front is enclosed with double entrance doors and arched divided transom in a sunrise 
pattern. Cornice is missing over the entrance bay also. Decorative projecting pilasters 
that divide the bays with recessed brick panels within. Cornerstone on entrance bay: 
"Laid by A.F. and A.M. with Masons symbol. October 7, 1921. A.c. Madainbush Com. 
7 x 5 bays. Cut stone foundation with grapevine joints. 
I building considered eligible. 
0021A. 
date: Ca. 1975 
description: Two-story, modem, end gable concrete block building. 3 x 3 bays. 
I building considered non-eligible. 
0021.B. 
date: Ca. 1980 
description: One-story, modem, long concrete block building. End gable. Asphalt 
shingle roof. Concrete block foundation. 8 x 1 bays. 
I building considered non-eligible. 
0021C. 
date: Ca. 1935 
description: Two-story, Four Square hip roof gymnasium building. Asphalt shingle roof. 
Asbestos shingle siding. Windows on first and second floor are boarded up. One-story, 
modified hip roof front porch with square posts and an enclosed balustrade. Brick pier 
foundation. One-story, addition on side elevation. 7 x 6 bays. Terra cotta block 
foundation. 
I building considered eligible. 
property owner name: Gilmer County Board of Education 
property owner address: 201 North Court Street, Glenville, WV 26351 

0022. COUNTY ROUTE 7, commercial 
date: 1929/i933 
description: Tanner High School. Current use, office space for United Summit Center. 
Three-story, Romanesque Revival Style, native stone school. Cut, native stone with 
grapevine joints. Off-set, square entrance tower with castellated parapet. Double 
entrance doors with arched transom and arched stone hood. 6/6 windows. To the right of 
the tower, this section of the school also has a castellated parapet and two buttresses. To 
the left of the tower, the roofline is square. Barrel vault roof with membrane roofing on 
gym on right side; on left side, roofis flat with membrane roofing. Three-story, concrete 
block, stair tower addition in rear; addition is 2 x 1 bays. Cut stone foundation. 8 x 6 
bays. Romanesque Revival Style. 
1 building considered eligible. 
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0022A. 
date: Ca. 1930 
description: Two-story, side gable building. Asphalt shingle roof. Asbestos shingle 
siding on second floor. 3/1 windows. Small entrance wing on end with German siding 
and concrete block foundation. Terra cotta block first floor and foundation. 3 X 2 bays. 
The building was assembled from two, one-room school houses - the Revel and DeKalb 
Schools. 
1 building considered non-eligible due to modifications. 
0022B. 
date: Modem. Post 1955. 
description: Small, one-story, concrete block, storage shed. Metal roof. 1 X 1 bay. 
1 building considered non-eligible due to age. 
property owner name: Gilmer County Commission 
property owner address: 10 Howard Street, Glenville, WV 26351 

0023. ROUTE 33 SOUTH, NORMANTOWN, school 
date: Ca. 1928 
description: Originally Normantown High School. Currently Normantown Elementary 
School. Three-story, Romanesque Revival Style, hip roof school building. Asphalt 
shingle roof. Red brick fa~ade. Original arched entrance has been infilled with 
decorative concrete blocks that resemble stone, as are upper story, and center oversized 
windows. Modem, 111 windows. All windows have concrete lintels and sills. Modem 
elevator addition on rear. Three-story, concrete belt course between first and second 
story. Arched window on upper story with divided fanlight and stone lintel with a central 
keystone. Metal casement windows. 8 X 11 bays. Concrete foundation. Tall, one­
story, gymnasium addition on rear of building. Red brick fa~ade. One story, shed roof 
addition to gymnasium. Red brick and terra cotta fa~ade. Modem three story new wing 
on right. 
1 building considered eligible. 
0023A. 
date: Ca. 1975 
description: One-story, hip roof building. Asphalt shingle roof. Red brick fa~ade. 111 
windows. 6 X 2 bays. Red brick foundation. 
1 building considered non-eligible due to age. 
0023B. 
date: Ca. 1945 
description: CafeteriaIVocational-Agriculture Building. Two-story, flat roof building. 
Red brick and terra cotta block fa~ade. Modem 111 windows with concrete sills. 
Window openings have been partially or fully infilled with T-lll siding. One-story, 
shed roof, projecting entrance bay on front. 13 X 4 bays. Terra cotta block foundation. 
One-story, end gable, concrete block addition on side elevation. 
1 building considered eligible. 
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0023C. 
date: 1980 
description: Modem, one-story, side gable building. Asphalt shingle roof. Metal board 
and batten siding. Modem windows. 3 X 2 bays. Concrete foundation. 
1 building considered non-eligible due to age. 
property owner name: Gilmer County Board of Education 
property owner address: 201 North Court Street, Glenville, WV 26351 

0024. ROUTE 33 SOUTH, STUMPTOWN, residential 
date: Ca. 1905 
description: Sears House. Ralph Bennett, original owner. Once was a turkey farm. 
Two-story Queen Anne Style house with pointed roof comer turret. Hip roof with 
asphalt shingle roofing. Vinyl siding. Non-original 6/6 windows. Wrap-around front 
porch with Doric columns. Entrance door has stained glass transom and sidelights. Two­
story back porch with non-original Doric columns. 7 X 4 bays. Stone pier foundation. 
1 building considered eligible. 
0024A. 
date: Ca. 1905 
description: Two-story, end gable outbuilding with one-story shed roof addition. Metal 
roof. Clapboard siding. lOX I bays. Pier foundation. 
1 building considered eligible. 
0024B. 
date: 1905/1975 
description: One-story, gambrel roof cellar house. Metal roof. T -111 siding. 1 X 1 
bays. Original cut stone foundation with parged fac;ade. 
1 building considered non-eligible due to modifications. 
property owner name: Jean and Delbert Sears 
property owner address: Route 33 South, Stumptown, WV 

0025. RUSSETT ROAD, COUNTY ROAD ROUTE 7, 
Calhoun County, residence 

date: 1894 
description: Mary Bowe house. Dallas and Daisy Stump original owners. Two-story, 
Folk Victorian Style, intersecting gable with large end gable dormer. Central, interior 
chimney. Slate roof. German siding. 111 windows with decorative hoods. Eaves have 
brackets and florets. Fish scale shingles in gable ends. Side gable, entrance porch with 
turned posts and turned spindled balustrades. Porch also has brackets and Eastlake work. 
2 X 2 bays. Cut stone foundation. 
1 building considered eligible. 
0025A. 
date: 1945 
description: One-story, end gable outbuilding. Metal roof. Concrete block fac;ade and 
foundation. 1 X 1 bays. 
1 building considered eligible. 
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0025B. 
date: 1894 
description: One-story, side gable barn. Metal roof. Vertical board and metal siding. 
3 X 1 bays. Cut stone foundation. 
1 building considered eligible. 
0025C. 
date: 1894 
description: Two-story, gambrel roof barn. Metal roof. Vertical board siding. 
2 X 2 bays. Stone pier foundation. 
1 building considered eligible. 
property owner name: Mary Bowe 
property owner address: HC 65, Box 116, Normantown, WV 25267 

0026. RUSSETT ROAD, COUNTY ROAD ROUTE 7, STUMPTOWN, 
CALHOUN COUNTY, residential 

date: 1900 
description: Two-story, Folk Victorian Style, rear facing "L" house. Metal roof. 
Decorative verge boards with "IOOF FLT" in front gable end that stands for 
"International Order of Oddfellows Friendship Love Trust". German siding. Vertical 
2/2 windows with decorative hoods. Two-story, end gable porch with second story 
enclosed. First story of porch has square posts on enclosed balustrade. Back porch with 
chamfered posts with cut out balustrade. 3 X 4 bays. Stone pier foundation. 
Deteriorated. 
1 building considered non-eligible due to deteriorated condition. 
0026A. 
date: 1920 
description: One end gable cellar house. Metal roof. Vertical board siding. 1 X 1 bays. 
Cut stone foundation. 
1 building considered eligible. 
0026B. 
date: 1900 
description: One-story, flat roof, cut stone, cellar house. Roof gone. 
1 building considered non-eligible due to deterioration. 
0026C. 
date: 1980 
description: Trailer 
1 building considered non-eligible due to age. 
0026D. 
date: 1920 
description: One-story, side gable corn crib. Metal roof. Vertical board siding. Pier 
foundation. 1 X 1 bays. 
1 building considered eligible. 
property owner name: Ricky Joe Goodrich 
property owner address: HC76, Box 155, Sandridge, WV 25234 
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0027. SMITH AVENUE, school/vacant 
date: 1923 
description: Cedarville High School. CraftsmanfFour Square Style. Very large, two­
story, hip roof, school building. Metal roof. Stucco fac;ade. Projecting, two-story, 
square, entrance tower. Double entrance doors with divided lights and divided transom 
flanked by 412 windows. Central, hip roof dormer on rear with three, 3/3 windows. Main 
windows are in gangs of four and are metal casement windows with 12 lights. Rear 
arched entrance bay with single door with divided transom. Basement window openings 
have been infilled with concrete block. Cut stone foundation with grapevine joints and 
decorative metal louvers. 5X 5 bays. Four Square/Craftsman Style. 
Individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places on March 25, 1994. 
1 building previously listed on National Register. 
present owner name: Bernice Moyers & Lavonne Minigh 
present owner address: HC 36 Box 35, Cedarville, WV 26611 

0028. CEDAR CREEK STATE PARK, camp site offices 
date: Ca. 1928 
description: One and one-half-story, Vernacular Style, front facing "T" log building. 
Originally a farm house and then it was moved into the town of Glenville by J.W. West 
and Sons and converted into a gas station. Eventually it was relocated to the State Park 
where it was renovated and converted into the campsite offices. The front portion ofthe 
"T" is basically a canopy for registering campers. Wood shake roof. Log fac;ade. Board 
and batten siding in gable ends. Massive, exposed, cut stone chimney on side. 6/6 
windows. 5 X 2 bays. Stone foundation. 
1 building considered eligible. 
0028A. 
date: Post 1955. Modern 
description: One-story, end gable, storage building. Built to look like a corn crib but 
used for firewood storage. Wood shake roof. Herringbone wood siding. Stone 
foundation. 1 X 1 bays. 
1 building considered non-eligible due to age. 
present owner name: State of West Virginia 
present owner address: Route 1, Box 9, Glenville, WV 26351 
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0029. ROAD RUN ROAD, church 
date: 1895 
description: Rosedale Baptist Church. One-story, Gothic Revival Style, end gable 
church. Metal roof. German siding with comer boards. Tripartite novelty windows with 
simple hoods. Faceted spire with verge boards with dropped finials in gable ends. 
Double entrance doors with gabled pediment. Fishscale shingles in gable ends. Exposed 
rafter ends and comerbrackets. Concrete block foundation. 1 X 3 bays. 
1 building considered eligible 
0029A. 
date: Post 1955, Modem 
description: One-story, end gable outbuilding. Metal roof. Concrete block fa9ade. 
Concrete block foundation. 2 X 2 bays. Modem. 
1 building considered non-eligible due to age. 
present owner name: Baptist Church 
present owner address: Rosedale, WV 

0030. 200 HIGH STREET, school 
date: 1910 
description: Administration Annex Building. Three-story, Romanesque Revival, hip 
roof addition to Glenville State College Administration Building. Brick fa9ade. Metal 
casement windows with stone sills. Central entrance portico with closed pediment. 
Stone belt course above first floor windows. Cut stone foundation with grapevine joints. 
9 X 3 bays. 
1 building considered eligible 
present owner name: Glenville State College 
present owner address: 200 High Street, Glenville, WV 26351 
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I ALBERT N. WEST ARCHITECTURAL SURVEY 

GILMER COUNTY 

I PHOTOGRAPH LOG 

SITE NUMBER ROLL NUMBER NEGATIVE NUMBER 

I 0001. Residential 1 3 
7 Morris Street 

I 0002. Residential 1 4&5 

I 
Main Street 

0003. Residential 1 6&7 

I 
303 East Main Street 

0004. Residential 1 8&9 

I 
305 East Main Street 

0005. Residential 1 11 & 13 

I 
Court Street??? 

0006. Residential 1 14 

I 
213 Court Street 

0007. Residential 1 16 

I 
217 Court Street 

0008. Object 2 5 

I High Street 

0009. Residential 1 22 & 23 

I 101 Brooklyn Drive 

0010. Residential 1 24 

I 111 Park Street 

0011. Residential 1 26 

I 112 Park Street 

0012. Residential 1 27 &29 

I 110 Park Street 

0013. Residential 1 30 & 31 

I 209 Hunter Street 
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I ALBERT N. WEST ARCHITECTURAL SURVEY 

GILMER COUNTY 

I PHOTOGRAPH LOG 

SITE NUMBER ROLL NUMBER NEGATIVE NUMBER 

I 0014. Residential 1 33 
Charles Street 

I 0014A. Residential 1 33 

I 
Charles Street 

0014B. Object 1 32 

I 
Charles Street 

0015. Residential 1 34,35,36 

I 
302 South Lewis Street 

0016. Commercial 1 20 

I 
Main Street 

0017. Commercial 1 19 

I 
Main Street 3 8 

0018. Residential 2 3 

I 
215 Court Street 

0019. Recreation 2 8&9 

I Recreation Center Road 

0020. Recreation 2 13, 14, 15 

I Route 5 

0021. School 2 16, 18, 19 

I Sand Fork Road 3 4 

0021 C. School 2 17 

I Sand Fork Road 

0022. School 3 17 

I County Route 7 

0023. School 3 19 & 21 

I Route 33 South 
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Historic Resource Survey 

Page 30 

I 
-



--- ---

I 
I ALBERT N. WEST ARCHITECTURAL SURVEY 

GILMER COUNTY 

I PHOTOGRAPH LOG 

SITE NUMBER RQLLNUMBER NEGA TIVE NUMBER 

I 0023A. Outbuilding 3 23 
Route 33 South 

I 0023B. Outbuilding 3 24 
Route 33 South 

I 0023C. Outbuilding 3 26 

I 
Route 33 South 

0024. Residence 3 30 &32 

I 
Route 33 South 

0024A. Outbuilding 3 33 

~ 
Route 33 South 

0024B. Outbuilding 3 34 

I 
Route 33 South 

0025. Residence 3 35,36, & 36A 

I 
County Road Route 7 4 7 & 10 
(Calhoun County) 

,I 0026. Residence 4 11, 12, 14,21,23, & 24 
County Road Route 7 
(Calhoun County) 

,~ 0027. SchoolNacant 5 3 
I 

Smith A venue 

,I 0028. Outdoor Recreation 5 7,8, & 10 
Cedar Creek State Park 

I 0029. Church 5 16, 18, & 19 
Road Run Road 

I 0030. School 6 13, 14, & 15 
200 High Street 

I 
I Albert N. West Architectural 
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ALBERT N. WEST ARCHITECTURAL SURVEY 
GILMER COUNTY 

UTM REFERENCES 

All sites listed below are found in the Glenville, West Virginia Quadrangle. 

SITE NUMBER ZONE EASTING 

0001 17 514177 
0002 17 514139 
0003 17 514184 
0004 17 514192 
0005 17 514188 
0006 17 514264 
0007 17 514294 
0008 17 514394 
0009 17 513830 
0010 17 513723 
0011 17 513772 
0012 17 513772 
0013 17 513784 
0014 17 513624 
0014A. 17 513647 
0015 17 513704 
0016 17 514089 
0017 17 514074 
0018 17 514279 
0019 17 514802 
0020 17 516201 
0028 17 513883 
0030 17 514409 

All sites below are found in the Gilmer, West Virginia Quadrangle. 

0021 
0021e. 

17 
17 

522012 
522046 

All sites listed below are found in the Tanner, West Virginia Quadrangle. 

0022 17 504424 

NORTHING 

4309156 
4309095 
4309053 
4309041 
4309320 
4309378 
4309408 
4309340 
4309301 
4309323 
4309339 
4309316 
4309285 
4309075 
4309075 
4308994 
4309267 
4309270 
4309393 
4311287 
4309095 
4303131 
4309370 

4307036 
4306998 

4314559 

All sites listed below are found in the Normantown, West Virginia Quadrangle. 
0023 17 505409 4299978 
0024 17 500461 4299667 
0029 17 505021 4289351 

Albert N. West Architectural 
Historic Resource Survey 

Page 32 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
-

SITE NUMBER 

--- - -----------

ALBERT N. WEST ARCHITECTURAL SURVEY 
GILMER COUNTY 

UTM REFERENCES 

ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

All sites listed below are found in the Millstone, West Virginia Quadrangle, Calhoun 
County. 

0025 
0026 

17 
17 

497226 
496764 

All sites listed below are found in the Cedarville, West Virginia Quadrangle. 

0027 17 
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ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The initial intent of the project is to search out and identify twenty-five buildings known 
or documented as designed and/or built by Albert N. West, Gilmer County Architect. 
The potential for National Register eligibility for individual sites or historic districts is 
also to be investigated. In analyzing the results of the survey, the Criteria of Significance 
of the National Register of Historic Places has been used. 

The resources studied under this survey are generally residential, commercial, 
educational in nature. As anticipated, there are a low number of non-eligible sites due to 
modifications. Most of the sites surveyed will be eligible to a Thematic National 
Register Nomination and all will relate to the life of Albert N. West and the development 
of his career. 

There are 56 individual resources surveyed in this project, including primary and 
secondary resources. Forty-two (42) were identified as pre-1955 and recorded on West 
Virginia Historic Property Inventory Forms. Thirty (30) primary, West related sites were 
surveyed and thirty (30) Inventory Forms were completed. There were twelve (12) 
secondary resources, outbuildings, etc., recorded as pre-1955 and eligible, and the 
fourteen (14) remaining secondary resources were recorded as modem, post 1955. 

The majority of sites surveyed in this report are documented Albert West designs. 
Copies of the original designs were provided by Albert's son Karl West of Oak Ridge, 
Tennessee (see Appendices). 

The sites in this survey that are not documented as Albert N. West designs have been 
included because they are associated with Albert's father, J. W. West, during the time 
when Albert would have been old enough to have been learning the construction business 
from his father. Some are included as evidence of some other aspect of Albert's career in 
the building business. The survey team would recommend the following: 

There appears to be enough of a concentration of historic resources to recommend an 
intensive Historic Resources Survey for the south residential section of Glenville known 
as the Brooklyn Addition. Although some of the houses have lost historic integrity due to 
modifications, it is believed that a survey will reveal enough eligible resources to 
recommend a Historic District in this area. The Brooklyn Addition would be significant 
under Criterion C for the representative architecture of the community in the early 20th 
Century. The Bungalow Style is represented in this area as well as the Four Square Style, 
both representative of the 1900 - 1940 time period. The Albert West house, site #10, 
would be significant under Criterion B as well for its association with the architect. 

In addition, there are some resources that are not particularly representative of major 
historical or architectural themes, but would normally be considered contributing 
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structures in a historic district. These are generally the Vernacular Style residences and 
contribute overall to the atmosphere of the neighborhood. They contribute to the 
aggregate interpretation of the area as a community. It would be unfortunate to lose these 
resources to development and a means of protecting the overall interrelationship of these 
resources is important. 

The survey team also recommends a Thematic National Register Nomination for all of 
the properties identified in this survey related to Albert N. West. Some of the sites in this 
survey have lost integrity due to modifications and will not be eligible for the National 
Register but will be included in the Thematic National Register Nomination for their 
relationship to the local architect, Albert N. West. 

The team also found evidence of other resources associated with Albert N. West and his 
father, l.W. West in surrounding areas. It is recommended that the Gilmer County HLC 
pursue these leads in the future to determine their association with the Wests as well any 
further resources discovered within the county and outlying areas. 
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GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS 

In addition to the further investigation of West resources, the survey team recommends 
that the Gilmer County HLC consider an intensive historic resource survey of the town of 
Glenville itself. This can be done in phases with the central, downtown area being one 
phase and the surrounding residential areas being divided up into additional phases. 
After the surveys are compete, the possibility of a historic district or districts could be 
investigated for the areas surveyed. 

Some form of design review process for historic or significant resources or districts is 
worth investigating. Once significant resources are identified, it is incumbent upon the 
identifying party to protect and promote these resources. One ofthe major tools available 
for this is design review. West Virginia State Enabling Legislation allows Historic 
Landmarks Commissions to carry out design reviews of properties they have listed. 
Legislation also allows controls to be incorporated into city zoning ordinances. This 
protects the overall ambiance of the area and assists property owners in proper 
maintenance and rehabilitation of older and historic properties. It is a developmental tool 
and should not be viewed as a "hindrance" or "detriment" to personal property rights. 
There have been numerous reports and studies of the positive effects of historic 
districting and review boards on property values. 

The Historic Landmarks Commission should continue its work on identifying and 
registering historic sites and areas in Gilmer County. Other areas of the county should be 
surveyed as time and funds allow. Some suggested areas include: 

• Intensive historic resource survey of the town of Glenville 
• Intensive, phased historic resource survey of the surrounding residential areas 
• Intensive historic resource survey of surrounding rural areas. 
• Further investigation and identification of West related resources within the county 

and surrounding areas. 

Also, the West Virginia Main Street Program is developing the Hometown Program for 
small towns in the state. This program could be beneficial for the downtown area of 
Glenville. The program, offered by the West Virginia Development Office, encourages 
economic development within the context of historic preservation. The approach through 
this program relies on community self-reliance and the re-building of Main Street based 
on its traditional assets; personal service, local ownership, unique architecture, and a 
sense of community. In addition, this program promotes traditional central business 
districts emphasizing four components which should be integrated to create a positive, 
identifiable image for downtown. They are: Organization, Promotion, Design, and 
Economic Restructuring. 

In this initial Albert N. West survey, the main area of concentration is on resources 
designed and built by Albert with a few included that were built by his father 1. W. West 
during Albert's formative years. It would be important to identify all resources in the 
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area that are related to J. W. West and the J. W. West and Sons Construction Company. 
Sites in this survey will include a few resources built by J. W. West during his career as 
they relate to Albert's education in the building trade and, later, all resources built by the 
West family under the name of J. W. West & Sons Construction Company. In this 
survey, all of the resources are found to warrant preservation and promotion. Future 
work will, undoubtedly, reveal additional resources. The Gilmer County Historic 
Landmarks Commission has been instrumental in taking the steps necessary to promote 
the understanding and protection of the historic resources of the county. They should be 
commended for their foresight and commitment to this work. 
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ALBERT N. WEST ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIC RESOURCE SURVEY 

SITES 1 - 18 AND SITE #30 



Name' GLENVILLE 
Date: 11/21/100 
Scale: 1 inch equals 1333 feet 

Location: 17 514213 4310403 
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Name: GILMER 
Date: 111221100 
Scale: 1 inch equals 1333 feet 

Location: 17 523212 4306737 



Name" TANNER 
Date. 11122J100 
Scale: 1 inch equals 1333 feet 

location: 11504382 4314406 



Name. NORMANTOWN 
Date0111221100 
Se.le. 1 inch equals 2000 feet 
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Location. 175030754299709 
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Name. CEDARVILLE 
Date: 11121/100 
Scale: 1 loch equals 1333 feet 

Location: 17 515183 4298594 
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I Name GLENVILLE 
Date 11121/100 
Scale: 1 inch equals 1333 1eet 

stn! UWUOltJU . f7 ""flU". 430lflf 

Location: 17 513068 <1304740 
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I Name: NORMANTOWN 
Date: 12161100 
Scale' 11nch equals 1333 feet 

Location. 17 505386 4290649 
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DESIGN DRAWINGS 
of the Early 1900's 

Albert N. West, ARCI-UTECT 
GLENVilLE, WEST VIRGINIA 

Albert West is pictured here in his study and drafting room at the John W.West home in 
Brooklyn Addition of Glenville in the Year 1905. Many of the slcillful,ink-<lD-paper 
design drawings produced by him are comained in this notebook. The designs were for 
residential, commercial, and structural use in the Gilmer County, WV area and were 
CODStructed by J W. We .. T & Sons, COnTraCTon. 

The family of Albert West is grateful to the Gilmer County Historic Landmarks 
Commission that many of his design drawings produced during the period 1900 - 1930 
have been permanently stored with the Glenville State CoUege Robert F. Kidd Library. 

The foUowing pages of Computer drawings and data were scanned,c1eaned and com­
puter disk stored by Martin F. Ciarkowslci of Oak Ridge, TN. 

Karl W. West 
114 Cumberland Vw.Dr. 
Oak Ridge, TN 37830 March 1998 
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