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Scoring Rubric 
Use this rubric as an aid to judge the categories “Sound Quality,” “Interpretation,” and “Repertoire.” 

 Non-competitive Marginal Acceptable Good Exemplary 
Sound Quality The ensemble 

presented a very 
unsuccessful 
performance. The 
sound production was 
of very low quality. 
The ensemble was 
very unsuccessful in 
balancing the sound. 
The ensemble’s pitch 
and rhythmic accuracy 
was of the lowest 
caliber.  

The ensemble did not 
present a successful 
performance. The 
sound production was 
of low quality. The 
ensemble was not 
successful in balancing 
the sound. The 
ensemble’s pitch and 
rhythmic accuracy was 
of very low caliber.  

The ensemble 
presented a 
moderately successful 
performance. The 
sound production was 
of moderate quality. 
The ensemble was 
somewhat successful 
in balancing the 
sound. The ensemble’s 
pitch and rhythmic 
accuracy was of the 
moderate caliber.  

The ensemble 
presented a successful 
performance. The 
sound production was 
of high quality. The 
ensemble was mostly 
successful in balancing 
the sound. The 
ensemble’s pitch and 
rhythmic accuracy was 
of a somewhat high 
caliber.  

The ensemble 
presented a very 
successful 
performance. The 
sound production was 
of very high quality. 
The ensemble was 
very successful in 
balancing the sound. 
The ensemble’s pitch 
and rhythmic accuracy 
was of the highest 
caliber.  

Interpretation The ensemble was 
very unsuccessful in 
presenting an exciting 
and expressive 
performance. The 
ensemble maintained 
very poor phrasing, 
lyricism, and other 
musical concepts.  

The ensemble was 
unsuccessful in 
presenting an exciting 
and expressive 
performance. The 
ensemble maintained 
somewhat poor 
phrasing, lyricism, and 
other musical 
concepts.  

The ensemble was not 
very successful in 
presenting an exciting 
and expressive 
performance. The 
ensemble maintained 
moderate phrasing, 
lyricism, and other 
musical concepts.  

The ensemble was 
mostly successful in 
presenting an exciting 
and expressive 
performance. The 
ensemble maintained 
good phrasing, 
lyricism, and other 
musical concepts.  

The ensemble was 
very successful in 
presenting an exciting 
and expressive 
performance. The 
ensemble maintained 
good phrasing, 
lyricism, and other 
musical concepts.  

Repertoire The musical selections 
were not demanding 
and contained very 
little originality and 
variety.  

The musical selections 
were not demanding 
and contained 
somewhat little 
originality and variety.  

The musical selections 
were somewhat 
demanding and 
contained some 
originality and variety.  

The musical selections 
were mostly 
demanding and 
contained some 
originality and variety.  

The musical selections 
were demanding and 
contained much 
originality and variety.  

 


