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historic name Blair Mountain Battlefield

other names/site number _—Blair Mountain
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Blair Mountain Battlefield

Name of Property

Logan County, WV

County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property

private (] building(s)

[] public-local X district

[] public-State [ site

(] public-Federal [ structure
[] object

Name of related multiple property listing

N/A

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing
1 buildings
16 sites
7 structures
objects
16 8 Total

Number of Contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions

Defense: Battlefield

Current Functions

Landscape: Natural Feature

7. Description

Architectural Classification

N/A

Narrative Description
See Continuation Sheets

Materials

foundation  N/A

walls N/A
roof N/A
other N/A




Blair Mountain Battlefield

Logan County, WV

County and State

8. Statement of Signiﬁcance

Applicable National Register Criteria

B4 A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history,

[] B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

[] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

Property is:
[C] A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

[] B. removed from its original location.

[] C. birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding

importance,
(] D acemetery,

[] E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
[] F a commemorative property

[[] G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Levels of Significance (local, state, national)

National

Areas of Significance

Politics/Government

Social History

Other: Labor History

Archaeology; Historic — Non-Aboriginal

Period of Significance

1921

Significant Dates

August 31-September 5, 1921

Significant Person

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

Appalachian

Architect/Builder

N/A

Narrative Statement of Significance
See Continuation sheets

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography: See Continuation Sheets

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
[] preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested
[[] previously listed in the National Register
[[] Previously determined eligible by the National
Register
[] designated a National Historic Landmark
[] recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
it
[] recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

(X State Historic Preservation Office

[] Other State Agency

[] Federal Agency

[] Local Government

(] University

Bd Other

Name of repository: WV U Libraries, Logan County Public Library
WYV State Archives, Kanawha County Public Library
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property Approximately 1668.25

UTM References: See Continuation Sheets

E Sew continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
See Continuation Sheets

Boundary Justification
See Continuation Sheets

11. Form Prepared By

name/title  Frank Unger, Kenny King, Harvard Ayers, Ph.D., Barbara Rasmussen, Ph.D., Chad N. Proudfoot, MA, MPA,
Larry N. Sypolt, MA, MLIS

organization  Multiple date December 2008
street & number Multiple telephone
city or town state zip code
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and should be listed in the National Register of Historic Places, just as the Aracoma Hotel, Don Chafin’s
home, and the Matewan Historic District have been.'

West Virginia contained one fourth of all bituminous coal miners in the nation. By 1919,
organizing the southern coal fields became essential to the survival of the UMWA. The northern coal
fields were unionized much earlier, but the non-union southern fields produced the nation’s best
specialty coal. Low in sulfur, it burned with a high BTU and produced very little smoke. At the time,
coal alone fueled the American industrial machinery, so southern coal was in great demand and the non-
union workers who produced it were grievously exploited. Unable to join the UMWA because of the
“yellow-dog” contracts they were forced to sign by their employers, non-union miners in southwestern
West Virginia threatened the union’s existence by producing coal during strikes.

According to David Alan Corbin, “During the 1919 miners’ strike in Mingo County, Logan and
McDowell counties worked at full production and broke the back of the strike.” The common belief was
that if Logan County’s mines were unionized, the rest of the state would follow suit.* The actual number
of protesting miners in the 1921 war has never been unequivocally ascertained, nor has there been a
definitive casualty count, Sixteen men died in the fighting, but no one knows how many others died in
the march. Perhaps as many as four miners who objected to the strike were slain to silence their
opposition.’ Some sources estimate that a million rounds of ammunition were fired by the opposing
groups. Archaeological discoveries lend much weight to this estimation.

The Battle of Blair Mountain took place between Aug. 30 and Sept. 4, 1921, However, the
confrontation had been brewing for several months. Southern West Virginia’s coal fields had become
accustomed to labor strife, and West Virginia's governors had become accustomed to federal military
assistance to resolve it. At the time of the march, the Mingo County coal fields were under martial law
that was imposed in 1919. Earlier, during 1912-13, martial law was imposed in Kanawha County to
quell unrest that arose with initial attempts to organize mines along Paint Creek. Although the events
were separated by eight years, the miners marching to Mingo County remembered the Paint Creek sirife

! Efforts to preserve the battle field as a signal resource in American labor history began twenty-five years ago, and included many of
the atfected property owners and the United Mine Workers of America. Representatives of the principal property owners, the Dingess
Rum Coal Company, participated in a field survey during the summer of 1991. The principal coal operators, Dal-Tex Coal
Corporation and the Sharples Coal Corporation, along with the UMWA, signed an agreement in 1992 to create a foundation that
would preserve six sites associated with the battle, including the South Crest of Blair Mountain and a part of the Spruce Fork ridge.
However, that did not oceur.

? David Alan Corbin, The West Virginia Mine Wars: An Anthology, (Appalachian Editions, 1999), 98.

* Lon Savage, Thunder in the Mountains: The West Virginia Mine War of 1920-21, (Charleston, WV: Jalamap Publications, 1984), 59.
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crude dirt roads that cut through the pass between the north and south crests of Blair Mountain. Not really a
road in the modern sense, this passage forded creeks and used dry stream beds. Serving the few farmers of the
area, it was never intended for vehicular traffic, and so was nearly impassable other than by foot. Logan also
was served by rail from Charleston, via Huntington, but the Huntington - Logan leg took three hours.

Many scholars contend that the Battle of Blair Mountain evidenced a political failure to allow the
miners the right of association and to secure the benefits of collective bargaining, Frustration over the
point was exacerbated by the U.S. Supreme Court’s ruling that labor did not possess the right to organize,
even by peaceful means. In upholding the lower courts who agreed with the Hitchman Coal Company
that unions violated the Sherman Anti-trust Act, the court’s decision rankled unions even further. West
Virginia’s courts implemented this decision through the tool of injunctions, which prohibited organizers
and employees from breaking their employment contracts.” Before this court decision, both union and
company had only violence and coercion as tools to advance their interests, The court, in ruling for the
companies, effectively outlawed unions.

Most of the coal lands in West Virginia were mapped and acquired by speculators or
industrialists in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, establishing a long history of absentee control of
West Virginia’s natural resources, and later, West Virginia’s government. U.S. Steel Corporation
operated captive mines in the region, and was known for its anti-union sentiment. A single railroad, The
Chesapeake and Ohio, monopolized coal shipments out of Logan County.' Thus, powerful out of state
corporate investors worked hard to acquire considerable political power that they could wield to achieve
their industrial goals, By financing a system of deputizing citizens to enforce “civil law,” Logan
operators triggered questions about the justness of the administration of public affairs in the nation,"”

Class conflict and the armed revolution that accompanied the unionizing efforts in the southern
coal fields did not eclipse the law, nor did it threaten the authoritly of the federal government. Rather,
the marchers revealed a conflict between patriotism and allegiance to the American dream of economic
and social betterment, Their challenge was to the corporate autocracy present in the coal fields, not to
the government. In fact, the most poignant aspect of the miners’ ultimate surrender was their abiding
patriotism. Many of them were veterans of the Great War. As such, they would not shoot at a U.S.
soldier. Far from considering the U.S. Army as an enemy, the miners considered the soldiers to be
brothers. Surrender would be preferable to harming them. In surrender, the miners placed their faith in

% Lane, Civil War in West Virginia, 70.

' Lane, “Who Owns the Coal Lands?”; Barbara Rasmussen, Absentee Landowning and Exploitation in West Virginia 1760-1920,
(Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 1994): NPS, “American Labor History Theme Study.”

" Lane, Civil War in West Virginia, 57,
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As the march south gathered momentum, the miners overran the towns of Danville and Madison in
Boone County on the afternoon of August 24. They cut telephone and telegraph lines and emptied the
stores of food, shoes, and ammunition as they waited for trains to take them to Blair Mountain.

Chafin was kept well informed of the miners’ movement through his use of reconnaissance
planes. When an advance group of miners reached the foot of Blair Mountain early on the morning of
Thursday, August 25, Chafin’s men were already in position on the ridge and a pitched battle broke out.
The miners retreated. The main body of the march was about fifteen or twenty miles behind. They were
an odd looking bunch of men, There was no uniform. Some were dressed in their World War |
uniforms; many were in blue bib overalls. They wore red bandannas around their necks as their union
symbol, and called themselves “red necks.” Some of them carried banners, which read “On to Mingo.”
Their firearms varied from machine guns to old flintlock mountain rifles.

On Friday, August 26, miners arriving at Blair commandeered a train and directed the engineer
to back it up fifteen miles to Madison. By this time, there was panic in Charleston and Logan. Governor
Morgan, who took office March 4, 1921, telegraphed President Harding to ask for one thousand federal
troops and military aircraft armed with machine guns. A favorable response from President Harding
seemed to be the governor’s only hope in stopping the march. He had been keeping most of the recently
doubled contingent of one hundred state policemen in Mingo County, citing a “state of war” there.

Secretary of War John W, Weeks responded immediately to Governor Morgan’s request by
sending Brigadier General Harry H. Bandholtz to Charleston to meet with the governor and to make a
first hand assessment of the situation. As the former provost marshal general of the American
Expeditionary Force, Bandholtz was known for his ability to handle tasks requiring a diplomat’s tact and
a soldier’s firm hand. General Bandholtz arrived in Charleston by train at 3:00 a.m, on August 26. By
4:00 a.m, he was in the governor’s office getting a report from the state’s chief executive. Morgan told
the general that he faced a full-fledged insurrection; Sid Hatfield’s death had maddened the state’s
miners; they were killing [sic] and looting; he had no soldiers, little power, He had to have federal
troops. Within the hour, Bandholtz summoned UMWA District 17 President Frank Keeney and
Secretary Fred Mooney to the capitol and told them that the miners’ march had to be stopped and they,
as union leaders, were to do so,

By 6:00 a.m., Keeney and Mooney were on their way to meet with the miners. After traveling
six hours by taxi they arrived at Madison. Keeney called a 2:00 p.m. meeting with the miners at the
town’s ballpark. There, he told the angry miners, “A lot of you men are going to disagree with me, but
don't interrupt, Iam telling you facts, and you will find that this is not the time to argue.” Keeney
related what had happened so far. He reported his meeting with Bandholiz and the position of the
governor. He told the crowd that Bandholtz was acting on orders from President Harding and that the
general was holding the union and its leaders responsible if things got out of hand. “There is no
question,” Keeney told them, “Bandholtz will see that the march is ended; he will use the entire might
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of the national government and the United States Army if necessary, to stop it.” If the miners continued,
Keeney said, they would not be fighting Governor Morgan, Don Chafin, or the Baldwin-Felts “thugs;”
they would be up against the United States Army, the same army in which many of the miners had
served in France. “Return to your homes,” Keeney urged.”

By 2:30 p.m., Keeney had an agreement from the miners that they would abandon the march.
Many started back home or waited for the special trains Keeney had promised would take them home.
All of the miners, however, did not agree to stop the march. Ed Reynolds was among those
unconvinced that Keeney was leveling with them. His band of three hundred miners walked out of
Madison on the road to Logan with their rifles in hand and bandannas around their necks.

Although all of the miners were not convinced that the march was over, word quickly spread that
the march had ended. Chafin got the word almost as soon as the ballpark meeting was over. At 3:00
p.m., he began recalling his troops from the front, where more than one thousand men waited in trenches
and barricades. That evening, the first contingent of defenders arrived back in Logan, with many of
them making their way from the courthouse to the Aracoma Hotel where Logan’s ladies pushed
quantities of food on them. From the time defenders first went out from Logan to the front, the
Aracoma Hotel, located in downtown Logan, was designated a food distribution center that fed the
troops in the hotel and sent rations to those on the front.

The lull did not last long. Late in the evening Chafin learned that the miners commandeered a
train at Clothier and resumed the march on Mingo to avenge Hatfield’s death and to free several unjustly
jailed Mingo County miners from detention. Shortly after midnight on August 27, Logan’s fire siren
screamed out, summoning to arms those who had just arrived home. By 8:00 a.m., Chafin had eight
hundred men back on the front, manning machine guns and rifle emplacements.

General Bandholtz was not entirely convinced that the miners’ insurrection had ended, despite
Keeney’s and Mooney’s report, He and his Chief of Staff, Colonel Stanley H. Ford, decided to make a
personal inspection. They traveled to the town of Racine on the Coal River on the morning of August
27. There, General Bandholtz spoke to a group of miners who were returning to their homes, telling
them:

I don’t want martial law here. Neither do you. I've seen enough men killed. [ don’t want to see
any more die, But if it must be, then we will go under martial law. I don’t want it, but I must
obey orders. They tell me you men are going home. I’'m glad. It’s the right thing to do. Let law
and order take their course. Are you all going home?*

*' Savage, Thunder in the Mountains, 68.

** Savage, Thunder in the Mountains, 92.
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Adjutant General, and A.C. Porter of the UMWA, to the Sharples area to investigate conditions after the
early morning so-called “massacre.” Alarmed, Charnock and Porter returned to Charleston on Monday,
reporting to the governor what they had seen. Porter’s evaluation of the situation was that it was like “a
monster powder keg awaiting only the smallest of sparks to launch one of the bloodiest industrial wars
in the history of the world." Morgan telegraphed the President and the Secretary of War, pleading for
federal troops immediately, saying that delay “would be most disastrous.” That telegram reached
Washington on Tuesday morning. To reinforce the Governor’s telegram, former West Virginia
Governor, W. A. McCorkle, and other prominent West Virginians met with Secretary Weeks and
General Bandholtz then went directly to the White House to confer with President Harding, While the
meeting with the president was in progress, the governor called saying that “conditions were still worse,
far beyond state control.” In further contacts Morgan had with Washington that day, he emphasized the
continuing deterioration of the coal fields and promised that he would organize a National Guard within
days. *

By this time, officials in Washington agreed to intervene to get things in West Virginia under
control. Accordingly, Weeks prepared a proclamation for President Harding’s sighature. Harding
signed the proclamation on the afternoon of August 30, finally putting the power of the federal
government in motion, Citing the President’s authority to suppress insurrection, the proclamation gave
the miners less than forty-eight hours to disband.

His proclamation said, “Now, therefore, [, Warren G. Harding, President of the United States, do
hereby make Proclamation and I do hereby command all persons engaged in said insurrection to
disperse and retire peacefully to their respective abodes on or before 12 o’clock noon. of the first day of
September, 1921, and hereafter abandon said combinations and submit themselves to the laws and
constituted authorities of said State.” Harding then ordered Bandholtz back to West Virginia to observe
the extent to which the proclamation was followed and to determine how many federal troops should be
sent if the miners refused to disperse. Two federal units, the Twenty-Sixth Infantry at Camp Dix, New
Jersey, and the Nineteenth Infantry at Camp Sherman, Ohio, were alerted for duty in West Virginia on
September 1 if the miners did not cease and desist.

As the miners’ rebellion intensified, there was a strong sense of a full-fledged civil war, Many
young men came forward as volunteers to help Logan County fight off the invading rednecks. As
reinforcements rolled into Logan on special trains, there was excitement about being able to participate;
some young men saw it as an adventure. There was an almost continuous flow of newly arrived
volunteers moving through the streets of Logan, with many stopping at the Aracoma Hotel.

 Shogun, The Battle of Blair Mountain, 188.
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skirmishing in the valley below was a ruse, for the attackers came from the left and right sides of
the mountain.” The miners pushed the attack desperately; they had no sense of fear. They
advanced over the crest of the hill in the face of machine gun and rifle fire. After two and one-
half hours of fire, the affair died down. A Cabin Creek miner told a Huntington, West Virginia
reporter, “We couldn’t fire a shot but what they would rake our line from top to bottom.” He
said they must have had carloads of ammo on that hill “for they fired hundreds of rounds for
every one that we sent in their direction,” Friday night the miners sent a small party on a charge
up the slope. The defenders in the first line of trenches fled and miners dropped into the trench.
“No sooner had the last man got in, than the trench was raked by a hidden machine gun located
not more than fifty yards away,” he said, “And they had one machine gun nest that we never
could have dislodged, unless we had some of the one-pounders the troops brought up with them.
He was setting in a rock cliff with great barricades all about. He could fire in just one direction,
but brother, I'm a telling you he sure gave us hell on several occasions.”

Finally, the defensive line held. Both sides were convinced that casualties were high on the other
side. Highly exaggerated accounts were given to reporters, Chafin told a reporter from Huntington on
September 2 that at least fifty miners had been killed. The Charleston Daily Mail quoted Chafin as
saying that the miners had buried fifty of their men near Blair on September 2. The Logan Banner
reporied on the same date that “many lives have been lost and quite a few prisoners taken.” The same
issue of the Logan paper noted that fighting on all sectors was at its worst on Thursday afternoon. “Two
men were reported wounded from Logan’s forces, but not seriously, while many miners are known to
have been killed in this spurt to capture Logan City.” The casualty figures apparently were much lower
than the sensational reports, whether by the “reds,” “whites” or newspaper reporters. Most of the
fighting was done at a distance, and in underbrush and woods so heavy that the combatants could hardly
see each other. Reliable accounts do indicate, however, that five miners were killed and at least five
wounded on Thursday and Friday, the two days of heaviest fighting. The defenders brought in eighteen
prisoners of war from the miners’ army on Friday afternoon and placed them in the Logan jail, there
joining thirty other men, who were mostly prisoners of war. Even the Aracoma hotel was used as a
temporary holding place for prisoners until they could be moved to the jail. The Logan Banner reported
on September 2, that, “One prisoner tried to get away from the Aracoma Hotel where he had been held
pending his delivery to the jail last night. Owing to the crowded condition of the street with defenders
of Logan it was not necessary to shoot after him, for he got no further than in tront of the Banner
building, before being retaken.”*

*? Blugfield Daily Telegraph.

ik
The Logan Banner
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treason in 1859. It was there that Bill Blizzard was acquitted of charges that he committed treason after
a 30-day trial in April and May of 1922, Reverend J. E. Wilburn and his son were convicted of the
murder of Deputy John Gore and sentenced to 11 years in the state penitentiary, but were pardoned after
serving three years. Some of the cases were assigned to Fayette County — where the population
sympathized with the miners, resulting in acquittals. Eventually, all remaining indiciments were
dismissed.

UMWA membership suffered a rapid decline after the march. However, the National Industrial
Recovery Act (NIRA) legalized unions in 1933, and the coal fields then organized very rapidly.
Although the NIRA was ruled unconstitutional by the U.S. Supreme Court in 1935, no effort was ever
made to derail unions, and organized labor soon spread to many other industries, protected by the
National Labor Relations Act of 1935 (commonly known as the Wagner Act). Workers began
demanding the right to unionize, invoking the power of the federal government to protect that right. Led
by the UMWA, labor gains realized after 1933 spread to many workers in other industrial occupations.
until, by the 1950s, labor was one of the most powerful political forces in America. Yet, at the time of
the Battle of Blair Mountain, many Americans equated unionism with communism. After 1918, when
Bolsheviks commandeered the Russian revolution and called on workers the world over to rise up
against their capitalist oppressors to end the Great War, many people believed that union organizers
were Bolsheviks, which heightened apprehension about collective bargaining and unionism in general,

Although there was an extreme leftist wing of the labor movement that watched the West Virginia
struggle closely, it played no part in the mine wars,”

The miners’ rebellion and the Mingo strike, which had started in July 1920 and did not end until
October 1922, cost the UMWA more than the bankruptey it brought to District 17, Membership in the
United Mine Workers in West Virginia slumped from its peak of 50,000 in 1920 to about 600 in 1929,
For all intents and purposes, the UMWA had been killed in West Virginia. In fact, the continued
existence of the miners’ union nationally was questionable. However, when Congress passed the
National Industrial Recovery Act in Junel933, the feeble organization recovered quickly and firmly re-
established itself in America’s coalfields, finally avenging Sid Hatfield and bringing the advantages of
organized labor to America’s coal miners.

ARCHAEOLOGY
A professional archaeologist investigated the site in 2006 documenting fourteen battle sites,”
This investigation was conducted to investigate, assess, and explore site’s significance under Criterion

 Robert Shogun, The Battle of Blair Mountain: The Story of America's Largest Labor Uprising, (Boulder, Colo.: Westview Press,
2004), 222-3.

* Harvard Ayers, Zan Rothrock, & Kenny King, “Archaeological Investigation of the Battlefield.” on file. West Virginia State
Historic Preservation Office.
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