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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ( IF  KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE - 1  600- 

1 -1 700- 
The Wyoming County Courthouse i s  a temple-form s t r u c t u r e  of  -1 800- 

n a t i v e  c u t  s t o n e  t y p i c a l  o f  Neoc la s s i ca l  b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h e  e a r l y  
t w e n t i e t h  cen tu ry .  It  i s  planned a s  a c e n t r a l  b lock w i t h  f l a n k i n g  / X'900- 
wings. A massive f i f t y - f o u r  f o o t  wide and twenty-four f o o t  deep p o r t i c o  j 
w i t h  t r i a n g u l a r  ped inen t ,  dominates t h e  f romt e l e v a t i o n .  The 
b u i l d i n g  measures approximately  1 2 0  f e e t  a c r o s s  t h e  f r o n t ,  5 4  f e e t  
a long  t h e  s i d e r  and i s  two s t o r i e s  h igh .  The f r o n t  and r e a r  
e l e v a t i o n s  axe  comprised o f  e leven-  bays ,  whi le  t h e  s i d e s  have n i n e  bays. 

- -- - - - .  .. - . - -  -- - -  - - - -  
Local ly  q u a r r i e d  and f i n i s h e d  rock-faced a s h l a r  was used i n  

g r e a t  q u a n t i t i e s  a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  m a t e r i a l .  Dressed smooth n a t i v e  
s t o n e  was used a s  quo ins  and a s  t r i m  t o  a c c e n t  windows and doors .  
Water t a b l e s  and b e l t  c o u r s e s  d e t a i l  bo th  t h e  cour thouse  and t h e  j a i l .  
The c o r n i c e s  on t h e  cour thouse  wings and t h e  j a i l  a r e  copper w i t h  
a washing t i n  which matches t h e  c o l o r  o f  t h e  s t o n e .  

The c e n t e r  b lock  i s  a gab le  w i th  mediun p i t c h e d  r o o f .  The 
wi-n-gs have fl*t m f s  w5tl-1 a ba-l;us+ra&e t h a t  m - t a i f f ~  balttsters in 
s e t s  o f  feu, The . r i dge  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a t  t h e  f r o n t  i s  surmounted- - 
by-.a smal l  -domed-cupola p i e r c e d  .by-c lock  f a c e s  on a l l  s- ides.    el ow 
t h e  c lock  f a c e s  i s  a c o r n i c e  and p l a i n  f r i e z e  and below t h i s  a 

) b e l f r y  w i t h  t h r e e  open a r c h e s  on each s i d e .  

The windows o f  t h e  wings a r e  double  hung sa sh  wi th  s i x  l i g h t s  
- b u t  a t  f r o n t  and r e a r  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  b lock t h e  windows o f  t h e  . 

second f- loor courtroom are do.uble hung sa shes  w i t h  twelve ove r  twelve- 
l i g h t s  and transoms w i t h  double  l a t t i c e d  l i g h t s .  On t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  
t h e  windows a r e  a rched  and transomed t o  match t h e  e n t r y  which has 
double doors  and a draped f a n  l i g h t ,  A l l  t h e  windows and e x t e r i o r  
doorways of t h e  b u i l d i n g  have d re s sed  s t o n e  sur rounds .  The-one 
chimrLey of  t h e  cour thouse  i s  o f  b r i c k  and i s  co rbe l ed  and s e r v e s  
t h e  h e a t i n g  syskem.' - 

*- 
7 

A s p e c i a l -  f e a t u r e  of  t h e  Wyoning-County Courthouse i s - t h - e  " 
Imper i a l  Roman s t y l e  p o r t i c o  w2th t r i a n g u l a r  pediment. T h i s  i s  
a t e t r a s t y l e  p o r t i c o  c a r r i e d  by f o u r  modified Roman D o r i c '  
(Roman Tuscon) Columns. Matching t h e s e  c o l u m s  i n  s i z e  and h e i g h t  
a r e  f o u r  f i n e l y  d r e s s e d  l imes tone  p i l a s t e r s .  A sma l l e r  e n t r a n c e  
t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  a t  t h e  west  s i d e .  I t  has double  doors  wi th  a 
transom and i s  covered by a s i n g l e - s t o r y  p o r t i c o  which i s  a smal l  
onc-bay l i k e n e s s  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  one.  A Masonic co rne r s tone  was 
pl..:.ced on t h e  d r i p  b e l t  a t  t h e  southwest  co rne r  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
i n  1916. 

The Fain  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  cour thouse  l e a d s  t o  a l a r g e  lobby 
which i s  d i r e c t l y  under t h e  sou th  h a l f  of  t h e  second f l o o r  courtroom. 
,Doors an< rampant a r c h e s  a t  t h e  r e a r  of  t h e  lobby l e a d  t o  t h e  o f f i c e s  
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of  s e v e r a l  depar tments  o f  t h e  county government. An archway a t  each  
f r o n t  c o r n e r  opens t o -  a stairwell  which l e a d s  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  of  
t h e  - Clerk  of - t h e -  C i j ccu i t - cou r t  and the-' C i r c u i t '  Courtroom. Th i s  
room i s  bordered  o n  t h e -  west--by a  row of  pe r t i nen t -  o f f i c e s .  The - 

s t a i r w a y s  t o  t h e  courtroom a r e  open-well ,  t h r e e - f l i g h t ,  and w i t h  
an open s t r i n g .  They have l o v e l y  t u rned  newels and b a l u s t e r s  
t h r e e  t o  t h e  t r e a d .  The s t r i n g  has  ornamental  b r a c k e t s  and t h e  
h a n d r a i l  i s  l a r g e  and b e a u t i f u l l y  curved.  The s t a i r w a y  a t  t h e  west  
wing e n t r a n c e  i s  an open s i n g l e - f l i g h t  w i t h  a l l  t h e  f e a t u r e s  o f  
t h e  o t h e r  s t a i r s .  

A f e w  o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  doo r s  have g l a s s  pane l s  f o r  reason  o f  
s a u ~ i ' c y  but a l l  o t f ie r s  a r e  solid, w i t h  t 3 r e e  t lers ,  s i x  p a n e l s ,  
good b r a s s  h inges  and knobs. The a r c h e s  which 1 e a d . t o  t h e  h a l l w a y s .  
have a hood mould on a x c h i t r a v e - t r i m  and have paneled r e v e a l s . .  
The doors  which l e a d  t o  rooms have squa re  shouldered t r i m .  Other  
) t r i m  throughout  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  such a s  c o r n i c e s ,  t h e  backboards and 
t h e  wa insco t ing  i s  ve ry  f i n e .  I t  i s  e i t h e r  p a i n t e d  wi th  a  p l e a s i n g  
c o l o r  o r  s t a i n e d  v e r y  da rk .  A l l  t h i s  wood work i s  be l i eved  t o  be  
e i t h e r  l i g h t  oak o r  walnu t .  The c e i l i n g  o f  t h e  lobby i s  c o f f e r e d  
and matches i n  i t s  d e t a i l  t h e  courtroom c o r n i c e s .  The 'courtropm 
h a s - a  h igh  paneled wainsco t  w h i c h ' h o l d s  t h e  bases  of t h e  many 
f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r e s  w i t h - 1 o n i c  c a p i t a l s  which grace  t h e  courtroom 
w a l l s .  The f l o o r s  a r e  of  t e r a z z o  though much of  i t  has been covered 
wi th  t i l e  f o r  t h e  sake  of q u i e t n e s s .  

. The Wyoming county  J a i l  s t a n d s  b e s i d e  t h e  Courthouse on t h e  
Square o n l y  twenty f e e t  t o  t h e  e a s t .  I t  was b u i l t  o f  t h e  same 
handsome n a t i v e ,  rock-faced s t o n e  w i t h  some d r e s s e d  s t o n e  used a s  
q u o i n s - a n d  window t r i m .  The b u i l d i n g  has  a  gr im,  u n f r i e n d l y  look .  
It l a c k s - t h e  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  t h a t  l i v e l y  e x t e r i o r  deco ra t ion  g i v e s  
t o  t h e  Courthouse.  The j a i l  i s  n ine ty - fou r  f e e t  wide and f i f t y  
feet deep and i s  L-shaped. I t  h a s  t h r e e  s t o r i e s  and a  basement and 
i ts  f l a t  roof  i s  surrounded by an unbroken pa rape t .  The f r o n t  
(South) f acade  c o n t a i n s  e l even  bays  and t h e  W e s t  s i d e  n ine .  The 
c e n t r a l  b lock ,  of t h r e e  bays ,  h a s  d r e s s e d  s t o n e  surrounds and a  
p l e a s i n g  f r o n t i s p i e c e  w i t h  a  s e m i e l l i p t i c a l  l i n e d  pediment, a l s o  
o f  smooth s t o n e .  The j a i l  has  one e x t e r i o r  and one i n t e r i o r  chimney 
bo th  o f  s t o n e  leng thened  by b r i c k .  A l l  c e l l  windows a r e  swing-up 
metal  casements w i t h  4 / 4  l i g h t s ,  and a l l  o t h e r  windows have swing-out 
casements w i t h  6 /6  l i g h t s .  Two f l o o r s  of  t h e  West wing a r e  c e l l  
? locks .  The f r o n t  wing c o n t a i n s  t h e  j a i l o r ' s  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s .  

-- - -  - 



rm No. 10-300a 
av 10-74) 

U N I T E D  S T A T E S  D E P A R T M E N T  OF T H E  Ib iTEKIOK 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE .. 

\ 
. . ,  

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

WYOMING COUNTY COURTHOUSE AND JAIL, PINEVILLE,  WEST V I R G I N I A  

CONTI NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE 3 

The s i t e * - o f - t h e  Wyoming County Courthouse a n d - J a i l  i s  a  Square  
of abou t  two acres -on a h i l l  : s i de  i n  the ;  c e n t e r  o f  - PlneviXl-e. -Its 
pos i t j on .  i s  o n  *the B o ~ - t h ~ g i i l e  . - o f -~d in . -~ t r e&-$ :a t  $he junc t ion  o f  S t a t e  
Route #97. T-he Square  c o n t a i n s  t h r e e .  b r o a d ' t e r r a c e s  from f r o n t  t o  
back which con ta in  l ong  g r a s s e d  lawns w i t h  good t r e e s ,  wide w a l l s  and 
s t e p s .  On t h e  middle t e r r a c e  i s  t h e  Cook Memorial b u i l t  by f r i e n d s  
t o  honor t h e  "Rev. W .  H .  H .  Cook Soldier-Statesman-and M i n i s t e r f ' ,  
1840-1923. The Square is  enc losed  wi th  a  heavy b u t  handsome s t o n e  
w a l l  o f  qood p ropor t ions .  No one q u e s t i o n s  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  people  
of  wyoming c o i n t i  t o  be proud of  t h e i r  Courthouse 
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-1 NVENTION 

SPECIFICDATES 1 9 1 6 ,  1929 BUILDER/ARCYI ECT ~ r c h i t e c t - A - . F .  Wysong 
~ u ~ I d e r s - D  .J. P h i ~ p s  and E a r l y  B r o t h e r s  

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE - - . . 

- - -  - - -.:. - - - - .. .- - - 
c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  . ~ o v r t h ? g k e  -and. ~ a i i . - c o m ~ & e x  Of k7yoming Count? 

was- t h e  answer  t o  a  --dream oT'fif t y  y e a r s  d u r a t i o r i  and t h e  . . s t a t e l y  
s t o n e  b u i l d i n g s  o f  c l a s s i c  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e s i g n  on t h e i r  p rominen t  
a n d  handsome lawns  f u l f i l l e d  l o c a l  a m b i t i o n s .  Wi th in  t h e  bounds o f  
t h e  County t h e r e  i s  no o t h e r  b u i l d i n g ,  s t r u c t u r e ,  o r  p l a c e  t h a t  i s  
s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  t h e  coun ty  c i t i z e n r y .  Wyoming County i s  i n  t h e  midd 
o f  t h e  second  t i e r  o f  W e s t  V i r g i n i a  c o u n t i e s  a s  viewed from t h e  s t a  
s o u t h e r n  b o r d e r .  I t  i s  deep  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  c o a l  f i e l d s .  

- - 

SO 

l e  
t e ' s  

A f t e r  many y e a r s  o f  "county  s e a t  f i g h t s  and d i s p u t a t i o n s " ,  
l a s t i n g  u n t i i  1911,  P i n e v i l l e  was s o l i d l y  a f f i r m e d  t o  be tlre cemty 
s e a t .  I n  1916,  a  handsome c l a s s i c a l  r e v i v a l  cou thouse  was b u i l t  of 
s t o n e  f rom a  l o c a l  q u a r r y .  A s t a t e  a r c h i t e c t  A.F. Wysong p lanned  
and  D . J .  P h i p p s  of Roanoke e r e c t e d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  f o r  $79,000.  The 

) p r e s e n t  j a i l  was b u i l t  c l o s e  b e s i d e  t h e  Cour thouse  i n  1929 by c o n t r a c t  
w i t h  t h e  E a r l y  B r o t h e r s .  The same l o v e l y  n a t i v e  s t o n e  andmanyof  t h e  
same a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  w e r e  used  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  j a i l .  
By u s e  o f  Work P r o j e c t s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a i d  i n  1 9 3 0 , . C o u r t h o u s e  S q u a r e  
was l a n d s c a p e d  and t h e  s p l e n d i d  s t o n e  w a l l  was b u i l t .  A l l  t h i s  s t o n e  
was q u a r r i e d  j u s t  w e s t  o f  P i n e v i l l e .  A l a r g e  modern, t h r e e - s t o r y  
b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  was b u i l t  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r ee t  beh ind  t h e  Square  a s  
a  f i r e p r o o f  annex.  

Wyoming County was formed from Logan County b y  A c t  o f  t h e  
G e n e r a l  Assembly o f  V i r g i n i a  on 26 J a n u a r y  1850.  The coun ty  r e c e i v e d  
h e r  name from a n  I n d i a n  t r i b e .  The County c o n t a i n s  507 s q u a r e  m i l e s .  
I n d i c a t i v e  o f  i t s  l a c k  o f  development  a s  a  p o l i t i c a l  u n i t  i n  t h e  new 
s t a t e  o f  West V i r g i n i a ,  Wyoming County s e n t  no r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  t h e  , 
F i r s t  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention o f  26 November 1861. I n  t h e  f i r s t  
e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  new s t a t e ,  i n  t h i s  and 1 4  o t h e r  c o u n t i e s ,  t h e r e  were  
no r e t u r n s .  The f i r s t  s e a t  o f  coun ty  government was t h e  Cook 
s e t t l e m e n t .  The b i d s  f o r  coun ty  s e a t  began i n  1893 when C a s t l e  Rock, 
t h e  e a r l y  name o f  P i n e v i l l e  ( t h e  r o c k  i s  s t i l l  t h e r e ) ,  sough t  t h e  
honor .  Oceana made a  t r y  i n  1892,  t h e n  B a r t l e y  made a  b i d  and l o s t  
i n  1893.  Again i n  1898 and 1905 P i n e v i l l e  had t o  de fend  i t s  c l a i m -  
And, f i n a l l y ,  i n  1911,  a t h i r d  v o t e  f o r  P i n e v i l l e  ended t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y .  
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Bond was g iven  by e i g h t  men of P i n e v i l l e  i n  1905, " t o  f u r n i s h  
a  s u i t a b l e  b u i l d i n g  , fo r -  county purposes!'. -The Thomas. A .  Cook -'house 
was secures-:as t h e  county '  s ;F i rs t  . c ~ b r t h o u s e ,  - Ir) 1969,-  t h e  county 
bought s e v e r a l  l o t s - - f o r  a  pub l ik  square-and had b u i l t - s n  one co rne r  
a frame temporary b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  s tone  v a u l t .  Then, i n  1 9 1 6 ,  t h e  
grand s t o n e  cour thouse  was b u i l t  and i n  1929 t h e  j a i l  was added 
on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  co rne r  of  t h e  squa re .  The County h a s  k e p t  bo th  
b u i l d i n g s  and grounds i n  good r e p a i r  and has  made no s t r u c t u r a l  
changes i n  t h e  complex. 

T h e e ~ p l ~ i t a t i o n o f  t h e  c o a l  f i e l d s  i n  Wyoming County s t a r t e d  
c-. lSk7.5. Wikh the  corrtirtg of kke r a - i l roads  i n  the firs-t q u a r t e r  of 
t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  f o r t u n e s  i n  t h e  t imber  and c o a l  i n d u s t r i e s  
were made by f o r e i g n  bo rn  o p e r a t o r s .  S ince  1916 t h e  coa l  f i e l d s -  
have - - suf fe red  r e p e a t e d  mis fo r tune  ... They hang on -and- given a  

I r e a s o n a b l e  pe r iod  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  peace Wyoming County w i l l  i n s u r e  
h e r  f u t u r e .  
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