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1. Name of Property

historic name     We lls ,  Willia m  E . ,  H ou s e                                                                                                             

                                      

other names/site number    N/ A                                                                                                                           

                                 

2. Location

street & number   3 7 2  Vir gin ia  Te r r a ce                                                                                                     not for

publication   N/ A  

city or town     Newell                                                                                                                                       vicinity   N/ A   

state    We s t  Vir gin ia                                  code   WV        county     Hancock                   code    0 2 9         zip code   

2 6 0 5 0     

 3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this _   T___ nomination
____ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  In my opinion, the property __T__ meets ____
does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this  property be considered significant ___ nationally ___ statewide __T___
locally.  ( ___ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)   

                                                                                                                                                                                
Signature of certifying official/Title                                                                       Date

                                                                                                                                                                                                                
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property ____ meets ____ does not meet the National Register criteria. ( ___ See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)  

                                                                                                                                                             
Signature of commenting official/Title                    Date

                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I hereby certify that this property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
                entered in the National Register
                                 See continuation sheet.                                                                                                                                                

               determined eligible for the National Register
          ____   See continuation sheet.                                                                                                                                                

               determined not eligible for the National Register                                                                                                                                                

_      ___ removed from the National Register                                                                                                                                                

_      ___ other (explain): _________________                                                                                                                   



We lls ,  Willia m  E . ,  H ou s e                   H a n c oc k  C ou n t y,  WV                  
Name of Property County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property

  T    private    T   building(s) Contributing Noncontributing

        public-local         district     3                                                       buildings

       public-State        site                                                             sites

        public-Federal      structure     2                                                        structures

     object                                                              objects

    5                                                        Total

Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register

             N/ A                                              n on e                                              

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions Current Functions

D O ME S TIC / s in gle  d w e llin g                             D O ME S TIC / s in gle  d w e llin g                                     

D O ME S TIC / s e c on d a r y s t r u c t u r e                     D O ME S TIC / s e c on d a r y s t r u c t u r e                             

 

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials

LATE 19  & EARLY 20  CENTURY REVIVALS/      foundation S TO NE / s a n d s t on e                                   th th

C olon ia l R e viva l                                             walls STONE/sandstone                                                            

roof    S TO NE / s la t e ; ME TAL                                        

other     WO O D ; ME TAL                                           

 

Narrative Description

R e fe r  t o  C on t in u a t ion  S h e e t s



We lls ,  Willia m  E . ,  H ou s e H a n c oc k  C ou n t y,  WV            
Name of Property County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria 

        A Property is associated with events that have made

a significant contribution to the broad patterns of

our history.

  U    B Property is associated with the lives of persons

significant in our past.

   U   C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics

of a type, period, or method of construction or

represents the work of a master, or possesses 

high artistic values, or represents a significant and 

distinguishable entity whose components lack

individual distinction.

       D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 

information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

Property is:

        A owned by a religious institution or used for religious

purposes.

        B removed from its original location.

        C a birthplace or a grave.

         D a cemetery.

        E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

        F a commemorative property.

        G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years

        

Narrative Statement of Significance 

R efe r  t o  C on t in u a t ion  S h ee t s

Areas of Significance

AR C H ITE C TU R E                                                     

IND U S TR Y                                                              

                                                                              

                                                                              

                                                                

Period of Significance

1907-1931; 1935                                                                          

                                                                              

                       

Significant Dates

1 9 0 7 ; 1 9 3 5                                                              

                                                                              

Significant Person

(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)                                 

     

We lls ,  Willia m  E .                                                      

                                                                              

Cultural Affiliation

                                                                                                     

                                                                                                    

Architect/Builder

S t r u t h e r s ,  W.  F . ,  a r c h it e c t                                        

Th a ye r ,  C .  C .  & A.  L. ,  a r c h it e c t s                               

                                                                              

                                           

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

R efe r  t o  C on t in u a t ion  S h ee t s

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:

       preliminary determination of individual listing (36   T      State Historic Preservation Office

CFR 67) has been requested.           Other state agency

       previously listed in the National Register           Federal agency   

       previously determined eligible by the National Register          Local government

___ designated a National Historic Landmark          University

        recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey             Other

#                                            Name of repository:

        recorded by Historic American Engineering                                                                               

Record #                        



We lls ,  Willia m  E . ,  H ou s e H a n c oc k  C ou n t y,  WV    
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property    5  a c r e s                 

UTM References 

Zone Easting Northing    

1 1 7 5 3 3 6 6 0 4 4 9 5 9 0 0

Verbal Boundary Description R e fe r  t o  C on t in u a t ion  S h e e t s

Boundary Justification R e fe r  t o  C on t in u a t ion  S h e e t s

11. Form Prepared By

name/title    D a vid  L.  Ta ylor ,  P r in c ip a l                                                                                                                

organization      Ta ylor  & Ta ylor  As s oc ia t e s ,  In c .                                            date    Nove m b e r ,  2 0 0 8                 

   

street & number   9  Wa ln u t  S t r e e t                                                             telephone      8 1 4 -8 4 9 -4 9 0 0               

 

city or town     B r ook ville                                                             state      PA       zip code        1 5 8 2 5                      

Property Owner

name      Na t ion a l Tr u s t  fo r  H is t o r ic  P r e s e r va t ion                                                                                               

street & number   1785 Massachusetts Avenue, NW                                                                  telephone                

city or town      Washington                              state     D C                zip code    2 0 0 3 6                                            
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7 . De s c ript ion

Th e Willia m  E. Wells  Hou s e (Res ou rce No. 1 ; Ph otos  1 -21 ) is  a  3 -s tory Colon ia l Reviva l-s tyle

res iden ce fin is h ed  in  loca lly-qu a rr ied  rock -fa ced  a s h la r  s a n ds ton e, loca ted  in  th e s m a ll city of Newell1

(pop . 1 ,602 ), wh ich  is  in  th e Gra n t  Dis t r ict  of Ha n cock  Cou n ty, Wes t  Virgin ia .  Ha n cock  is  th e

n or th ern m os t  cou n ty of Wes t  Virgin ia ’s  North ern  Pa n h a n d le a n d   Newell lies  on  th e ea s t  ba n k  of th e

Oh io River , for ty-two m iles  down s trea m  from  Pit ts bu rgh  a n d  oppos ite th e Oh io city of Ea s t  Liverpool. 

Th e Wells  Hou s e occu p ies  a  5 .4 -a cre t ra ct  a top  a  s teep  h ill kn own  a s  Newell Heigh ts  wh ich  over looks

Newell, th e r iver , a n d  Ea s t  Liverpool, a n d  is  a cces s ed  by a  win d in g roa d  lea d in g ea s twa rd  a n d  u p  th e

h ill from  down town  Newell.  Th e h ou s e reta in s  in tegr ity a n d , excep t  for  th e los s  of a  por t ico, h a s  been

m in im a lly a ltered  from  its  a p p ea ra n ce followin g a  m a jor  rem odelin g in  1934-1935  wh ich  s a w th e

con s t ru ct ion  of a  n ew d in in groom  a dd it ion .

Th e Willia m  E. Wells  Hou s e occu p ies  a n  u n du la t in g, la n ds ca ped  5 .4 -a cre pa rcel a top  a  s teep

h ills ide a n d  is  a cces s ed  from  Virgin ia  Terra ce by a n  a s ph a lt -pa ved  d r ivewa y.  Th e p la cem en t  of th e

d rivewa y da tes  from  th e rem ova l of a n  or igin a l por te-coch ere wh ich  occu rred  in  th e cou rs e of th e a bove-

m en t ion ed  1934-1935  rem odelin g.  Th e d r ivewa y exits  Virgin ia  Terra ce a n d  pa s s es  between  two s ton e

en try por ta ls  (Res ou rce No. 4 ) a pp roxim a tely th ree feet  s qu a re, ea ch  of wh ich  is  ca pped  with  a

h exa gon a l m eta l la n tern ; th e por ta ls  a re cou n ted  collect ively a s  a  s in gle con tr ibu t in g s t ru ctu re with in

th e con text  of th e n om in a t ion .  After  s p lit t in g to th e s ou th  to a cces s  th e two ga ra ges  m en t ion ed  below

(Res ou rce Nos . 2  a n d  3 ), th e d r ivewa y form s  a  loop  im m ed ia tely s ou th  of th e h ou s e.  Th e la n ds ca ped

grou n ds  in corpora te m a tu re p in e, m a p le, bu ckeye, ch erry, beech , a n d  p in  oa k  t rees , a lon g with  va r iou s

flower  beds .  In  ext rem ely clos e p roxim ity to th e h ou s e, pa r t icu la r ly on  th e wes t  s ide, a re very la rge

ceda r  t rees  wh os e s ca le a n d  loca t ion  m a ke ph otogra ph y d ifficu lt .  Lea d in g to th e h ou s e from  th e wes t

is  a  s ton e s idewa lk  (Res ou rce No. 5 ) wh ich  begin s  a t  Virgin ia  Terra ce with  s ton e en t ry por ta ls  with

pyra m ida l ca ps , followed  by a  ter ra ced  s idewa lk  with  s h or t  s ton e s id e wa lls ; th is  la n ds ca pe elem en t

is  a ls o cou n ted  a s  a  s in gle con tr ibu t in g s t ru ctu re.   Nea rby a re s evera l oth er  res iden t ia l p rop er t ies

wh ich  da te from  th e ea r ly deca des  of th e twen t ieth  cen tu ry. On e wa s  bu ilt  by th e Ha rker  fa m ily (a ls o

Ea s t  Liverpool pot ters ) a n d  th e rem a in der  were bu ilt  by oth er  m em bers  of th e Wells  fa m ily.  Th es e a re

form a lly-des ign ed  res iden ces  execu ted  in  va r ia n ts  of th e Colon ia l Reviva l s tyle.  Th e en t ire Virgin ia

Terra ce a rea  a ppea rs  eligib le for  th e Na t ion a l Regis ter  a s  a  res iden t ia l h is tor ic d is t r ict , a lth ou gh  th is

Notes from a 2003 house tour to benefit the Hancock County Historical Museum.  Part of the paper holdings1

acquired in 2007 by the National Trust for Historic Preservation when the house was left to the Trust by Robert M. Wells.
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n om in a t ion  is  a s s ocia ted  on ly with  th e 1907  Willia m  E. Wells  Hou s e, th e firs t  of th e res iden ces  to be

bu ilt  h ere.

Th e followin g p roper t ies  a re a s s ocia ted  with  th e n om in a ted  pa rcel:

1 . We lls , William  E.,  Hous e , res iden t ia l

Da te: 1907 ; 1935

1  con tr ibu t in g bu ild in g

Des cr ip t ion :  

Ext e rior: 

Th e Willia m  E. Wells  Hou s e (Ph oto Nos . 1 -20 ) is  a  s u bs ta n t ia l 3 -s tory Colon ia l Reviva l-s tyle

res iden ce, ir regu la r  in  form , fin is h ed  in  a s h la r  s a n ds ton e.  Th e h ou s e is  or ien ted  to th e n or th , res ts  on

a  s a n ds ton e fou n d a t ion , a n d  is  ca pped  with  a  m u lt ip le-p itch ed  roof of s la te (Ph otos  1 -5 ).  A s ton e

terra ce (Ph oto 6 ) a cces s ed  by s teps  exten ds  a rou n d  a  por t ion  of th e fa ca de a n d  is  en clos ed  with in  a

s h or t  s ton e ra ilin g.  Th e fa ca de in corpora tes  a  cen tered  en t rywa y on  th e firs t  s tory (Ph oto 1 ), with

Fren ch  doors , a  t ra n s om  gla zed  in  a r t  gla s s , a n d  a  com pos ite fron t is p iece.  Or igin a lly, a  fu ll s em i-

circu la r  wood  por t ico s h ielded  th e en t ra n ce bu t  it  wa s  rem oved  in  th e 1980s  du e to in s ect  in fes ta t ion ;

it s  rem ova l con s t itu tes  th e s in gle m a jor  ch a n ge to th e h ou s e s in ce 1935 .  Cen tered  on  th e s econ d  floor

a bove th e fron t  en t ra n ce is  a  th ree-p a r t  win d ow a bove wh ich  is  a  ga b le dorm er  a t  a t t ic level with  a

s tylized  Pa lla d ia n  m ot if.  On  th e L-s h a ped  s ou th  eleva t ion  is  a  on e-s tory s h ed -roofed  porch , s u ppor ted

by p la in  rou n d  wood  colu m n s , wh ich  a cces s es  th e k itch en  (Ph oto 2 ).  In  th e a n gle of th e ell on  th is

s a m e eleva t ion  is  a  on e-s tory s econ da ry en t rywa y in to th e k itch en .  Th e h ou s e is  ba s ica lly rect ilin ea r

in  form  bu t  a ls o in corpora tes  two d is t in ct ive bow-fron t  b a ys , a  two-s tory bow-fron t  ba y, pa r t  of th e

d in in groom  on  th e firs t  s tory a n d  a  bedroom  a bove (Ph oto 5 ) a n d  a n oth er  a t  th e en d  of th e on e-s tory

1935  livin groom  a dd it ion  (Ph oto 3 ).  Mos t  fen es t ra t ion  is  fla t -topped , in clu d in g m u lt i-ligh t  ca s em en t

win dows  a s  well a s  dou b le-h u n g wood  s a s h , m os t  of wh ich  in corpora te on e-over-on e-ligh t

con figu ra t ion s  (Ph otos  1 -5 ).  Polych rom e a r t  gla s s  win dows  with  t ra n s om s  a re fou n d  on  th e m a in  s ta ir ,

wh ich  is  on  th e s ou th  eleva t ion .  Som e room s  exh ib it  overs ized  win dows  with  a r t  gla s s  t ra n s om s  (Ph oto

4 ), on e s m a ll ova l win dow open s  in to on e of th e bed room s , a n d  th e p ed im en ts  of s om e ga b les  a re

pen etra ted  by s em i-circu la r-a rch ed  a t t ic-level win dows  with  la n cet -a rch ed  t ra cery in  th e u pper  s a s h

(Ph oto 5 ).  Som e win dows  h a ve been  fit ted  with  t r ip le-t ra ck  exter ior  s torm  s a s h .  On  th e s econ d  s tory

of th e s ou th  eleva t ion  a  s in gle s m a ll n on -h is tor ic open in g in corpora tes  a n  exter ior  win dow box (Ph oto

2 ).  Ta ll a s h la r  s a n ds ton e ch im n eys  pen etra te th e roof a t  s evera l loca t ion s  (Ph otos  2 , 3 , 5 ).  His tor ic

ph otos  in d ica te th a t  a n  a dd it ion a l ch im n ey wa s  rem oved  in  th e cou rs e of th e 1935  d in in groom

a dd it ion .  Th e m u lt ip le-p itch ed  roof (Ph otos  2 , 3 ) is  fin is h ed  in  s la te a n d  in clu des  both  ga b les  a n d  th e

m a in  roof, a n  in ters ect in g t ru n ca ted  h ip -roofed  s t ru ctu re wh ich  or igin a lly term in a ted  in  a n  open  wood
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ba lu s t ra de a cces s ed  by s ta irs  from  th e th ird  floor .  Som e por t ion s  of th e s offit s  a n d  fa s cia  h a ve been

cla d  in  n on -h is tor ic m a ter ia ls  bu t  th e or igin a l m a ter ia ls  a re vis ib le ben ea th .

In t e rior, Bas e m e n t

Th e ba s em en t  of th e Wells  h ou s e is  fin is h ed  a n d  con ta in s  room s  wh ich  a re dep icted  on  th e or igin a l

1907  p la n s  a s  a  b illia rd  room , a  win e cella r , a  boiler  room , a  fu el room , a  fru it  cella r , a n d  a  la u n d ry.

A s in gle-ru n  wood  s ta ir  with  a  p la in  s qu a re n ewel a n d  a t t en u a ted  s qu a re ba lu s ters  a cces s es  th e

ba s em en t  from  th e k itch en .  

Cock ta il Lounge   On e a rea  of th e ba s em en t  is  a cces s ed  by a  s ta ir  from  th e m a in  h a llwa y on  th e firs t

floor ; it  wa s  rem odeled  between   1934  a n d  1935  from  its  or igin a l u s e a s  a  b illia rd  room  in to a n  Art

Deco-s tyle cock ta il lou n ge (Ph oto 15 ), a n d  is  likely th e work  of a rch itect  W. F. St ru th ers , wh o des ign ed

th e a dd it ion  bu ilt  a t  th e s a m e t im e.  It  is  fin is h ed  in  b la ck  a n d  red  a n d  in corpora tes  a  cu rvilin ea r  ba r ,

cu rved  wa ll a n d  ceilin g s u rfa ces , reces s ed  ligh t in g, bu ilt -in  s ea t in g, a n d  polis h ed  a lu m in u m  t r im . 

Arth u r  Wells  or igin a lly con s id ered  Ca rra ra  gla s s , a  ch a ra cter is t ic Art  Deco-s tyle m a ter ia l, to fin is h  

s u rfa ces  a n d  m u ch  of th e ceilin g h is  lou n ge bu t  s et t led  on  Mica r ta .   Above th e ba r  is  in s et  a  pa in t in g2

en t it led  “Ga th er in g th e Gra pes .”  A s econ d  pa in t in g is  in s et  in to th e en d  wa ll of th e lou n ge; it  is  en t it led

“Ta s t in g,” a n d  a re a t t r ibu ted  to Lillia n  La n gs eth -Ch ris ten s en , a  well-kn own  a u th or  of cookbooks  a n d

oth er  writ in gs  on  a  va r iety of cu is in e-rela ted  is s u es .3

In t e rior, Firs t  St ory

S ta ir Ha ll    Th e firs t  s tory of th e Wells  h ou s e is  orga n ized  a rou n d  a  s u bs ta n t ia l en t ry h a ll, 43 ' × 10 '

(Ph otos  7 , 8 ), ru n n in g ea s t -to-wes t  a n d  a cces s in g th e p r in cipa l room s  on  th e firs t  floor .  Th e h a ll is

floored  in  polych rom e geom etr ica l pa rqu et , a n d  fea tu res  pa n eled  oa k  wa in s cot  with  egg-a n d -da r t

m old in g, reeded  p ila s ters , a n d  a  pa n eled  bea m ed  ceilin g with  crown  m old in g, a ppea r in g to be

m a h oga n y.  All wood  s u rfa ces  a re n a tu ra lly fin is h ed .  Th e or igin a l m a in  en t ra n ce to th e h ou s e is

loca ted  a t  th e n or th  en d  of th e h a ll, with  a  dou b le door  gla zed  in  a r t  gla s s  a n d  en fra m ed  with in  a r t

Ibid.  Note: Mica r ta  is  a  com pos ite m a ter ia l m a de of lin en  or  pa per  fa br ic in  a2

th erm os ett in g p la s t ic, or igin a lly u s ed  in  electr ica l a n d  decora t ive a pp lica t ion s  bu t  a ls o em ployed
for  cou n ter  tops  a n d  oth er  dom es tic u s es .  Developed  by Pit ts bu rgh er  George Wes tin gh ou s e ca .
1910 , th e Mica r ta  for  th e Wells  cock ta il lou n ge ca m e from  th e Pit ts bu rgh -ba s ed  Lam en ted
Bu ild in g Specia lt ies  Com pa n y, wh os e let terh ea d  a ls o n oted , WESTINGHOUSE MICARTA FOR UTILITY

AND DECORATION (letter dated April 9, 1935 from C. W. Hurley, Laminated Building Specialties Co. to Arthur E. Wells). 

Ibid., although this attribution is unconfirmed.3
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gla s s  s ideligh ts  a n d  t ra n s om .  At  th e s ou th  en d  of th e h a ll is  a n  im pos in g t r ip le-ru n  open -s t r in g s ta ir

lea d in g to th e s econ d  s tory (Ph oto 7 ).  Th is  s ta ir  is  d is t in gu is h ed  by a  pa n eled  wa in s cot , a  delica te

ba lu s t ra de with  a t ten u a ted  tu rn ed  ba lu s ters  a n d  a  cu rved  h a n d ra il, a n d  n ewels  wh ich  a re ca pped  with

fin ia ls  a n d  in corpora te a pp lied  cla s s ica lly-der ived  deta il.  A pa ir  of s in gle-h u n g win dows  with  t ra n s om s

open  on to th e s ta ir ; th es e win dows  a re gla zed  with  m u lt i-colored  a r t  gla s s  execu ted  in  flora l m ot ifs . 

A s econ da ry en t ry to th e h a ll a cces s es  a  s m a ll foyer  floored  in  s ton e a n d  fea tu r in g a  s m ooth -d res s ed

lim es ton e a rch  (Ph oto 8 ) wh ich  lea ds  to a  s in gle pa n eled  wood  door  fla n ked  by a re gla s s  s ideligh ts  a n d

ca pped  with  a  t ra n s om .  Th is  foyer  a ls o a cces s es  a  ba s em en t-level cock ta il lou n ge a n d  da tes  from  th e

1930s  rem odelin g.

Din in groom    Th e s ta ir  h a ll open s  th rou gh  a  wide open in g with  pocket  doors  in to a  pa rqu et-floored

d in in groom  (Ph otos  9 -11 ; Figs . 1 , 2 ) wh ich  term in a tes  in  a  bow-fron t  ba y (Ph oto 9 ) p en et ra ted  by

cu rved  wood  s a s h  with  corres pon d in g gla s s .  Ta ll p a n eled  wood  wa in s cot  a n d  wood  crown  m old in g

exten d  a rou n d  th e d in in groom  a n d  a  s u bs ta n t ia l bu ilt -in  floor-to-ceilin g m ir rored  ch in a  cu pboa rd

(Ph oto 10 ) occu p ies  m u ch  of th e ea s t  wa ll of th e room .  Th e ch in a  cu pboa rd  in clu des  both  fla t  a n d  bow-

fron t  d ra wers  a n d  a r t  gla s s  in  th e u pper  doors .  It  reta in s  it s  or igin a l b ra s s  pu lls  a n d  is  fin is h ed  in

delica te cla s s ica lly-der ived  orn a m en t  with  a  reces s ed  s em i-ellip t ica l h a lf s h ell cen tered  a bove th e

s tora ge a rea s .  Bes ide th e ch in a  cu pboa rd  is  a  pa n eled  wood  s win gin g door  open in g in to a  s m a ll

h a llwa y wh ich  a cces s es  th e k itch en .  Oppos ite th e ch in a  cu p boa rd  is  a  firep la ce with  a  m a h oga n y

m a n t le, a ls o fin is h ed  with  a  p rofu s ion  of cla s s ica l t r im .

Kitchen    At  th e en d  of a  n a rrow h a ll lea d in g from  th e d in in groom  is  th e fa m ily k itch en ,

u n rem a rka b le a rch itectu ra lly,  with  a n  a rra y of cou n ter  s pa ce a n d  ceilin g-h eigh t  wood  cu pboa rds .  An

ou ts ide door  lea ds  from  th e k itch en  to a  s ide porch  a n d  in s ide doors  a cces s  a  pa ir  of s ta irs , on e of

wh ich  lea ds  to th e ba s em en t  a n d  th e oth er  to th e s erva n t’s  qu a rters  on  th e s econ d  s tory.

Liv in groom     Th e la rges t  s in gle room  in  th e h ou s e is  a n  elon ga ted  livin groom  (Ph otos  11 -12 ) wh ich

is  oppos ite th e s ta ir  h a ll from  th e d in in groom  a n d  wa s  th e res u lt  of a  1934-1935  rem odelin g des ign ed

by a rch itect  Willia m  F. S t ru th ers  for  Arth u r  A. Wells .  Th e livin groom  m ea s u res  35 ' × 18 ' a n d  fea tu res

s ide wa lls  of coffered  wood  pa n elin g a n d  ca s em en t  win dows  with  lea ded  a r t  gla s s .  Th e wood  is

b lea ch ed  Slova k  oa k , wh ich  wa s  h a rves ted  in  1932  a n d  wa s  ca rved  in  p la ce in  1934 .   Th e room4

in corpora tes  a  p la s ter  ceilin g with  flora l reliefwork  a rou n d  th e border .   Th e ea s tern  en d  of th is  room

is  fin is h ed  in  s m ooth -d res s ed  lim es ton e a n d  is  pen etra ted  by a  fla t ten ed  la n cet  a rch  term in a t in g in  a

Ibid.4
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bow-fron t  ba y with  floor-to-ceilin g a r t  gla s s  ca s em en t  win dows .  A firep la ce with  a  fu lly-pa n eled

overm a n t le is  a lon g on e wa ll of th e livin groom .  In  a  fligh t  of wh im s y, s om e of th e u pperm os t  pa n els

on  th e wa lls  a re in s cr ibed  with  a  va r iety of s ym bols  wh ich  th e Wells  fa m ily h eld  dea r .  Am on g th es e a re

dogs  a n d  h ors es , golf clu b s , a  m u s ica l m ot if in corpora t in g d ru m s  a n d  h orn s , a n  a irp la n e, a n  oil

derr ick , a n  open  book  with  th e in s cr ibed  with  1923, th e m a rr ia ge da te of Arth u r  a n d  Rober ta  Wells , a

pa in t  pa llet te a n d  b ru s h es , a n d  a  s a ck  bea r in g a  dolla r  s ign .  On e of th e pa n els  a ls o con ta in s  th e da te

1907, when the original house was built and also 1934, th e da te of con s t ru ct ion  of th e room  u n der  th e own ers h ip

of Arth u r  a n d  Rober ta  Wells .  Like th e res t  of th e pa n elin g, th es e elem en ts  were ca rved  in  p la ce in  th e

cou rs e of th e 1934-1935  rem odelin g wh ich  in volved  th e con s t ru ct ion  of th is  s u bs ta n t ia l room .5

Cabin et Room  a nd  Reception  Room     Th e livin groom  open s  th rou gh  a  fla t ten ed  la n cet -a rch ed

doorwa y of s m ooth -d res s ed  lim es ton e in to a  s m a ll room , 8 ' × 10 ', lin ed  with  gla s s -fron t  s h elved  ca s es

u s ed  for  th e s tora ge a n d  d is p la y of fa m ily item s  a n d  collect ib les .   Th e ceilin g of th e ca b in et  room  is  of

wood , with  pa in ted  flora l orn a m en t  a n d  lea ded  gla s s  dou b le Fren ch  doors  open  from  th is  room  on to

th e ter ra ce.  Con n ected  to th e d is p la y room  is  a n oth er  s m a ller  room , 15 ' ×14 ', kn own  a s  th e recep t ion

room . It  is  pa rqu et-floored , with  pa in ted  woodwork , con ca ve crown  m old in g, a n d  a  s m a ll firep la ce a t

on e en d .  A s m a ll powd er  room  is  in  on e corn er , s u gges t in g th a t  th e room  m a y h a ve been  u s ed  a s  a

la d ies ’ lou n ge in  th e da y of la vis h  Wells  en ter ta in in g.

“Gen tlem en’s  Room ”     Direct ly a cros s  th e m a in  h a ll from  th e recep t ion  room  is  a n oth er  s m a ller

room  u s ed  or igin a lly a s  a  gen t lem en ’s  s m ok in g room  a n d  la ter  a s  a  lib ra ry a n d  in -h om e office (Ph otos

13 , 14 ).  It  is  p a rqu et-floored  a n d  fea tu res  a  s h a llow con ca ve crown  m old in g wh ich  is  fin is h ed  to

res em b le m a h oga n y a n d  a  s m ooth  p la s ter  ceilin g with  a  p la in  border .  Th e ba la n ce of th e ceilin g is

pa in ted  with  flora l m ot ifs , a  Greek  key, a n  egg-a n d -d a r t  border , a n d  a llegor ica l figu res  em bra cin g

cla s s ica l a rch itectu re, th e m u s es , litera tu re, a n d  m u s ic; th is  orn a m en ta l pa in t in g da tes  from  th e 1930s

(Ph oto 14 ) .  Origin a l bu ilt -in  m a h oga n y corn er  bookca s es  with  Art  Nou vea u -s tyle lea ded  gla s s  doors6

a re in  th ree corn ers  of th e room ; th e fou r th  corn er  con ta in s  a  m odes t  m a h oga n y firep la ce with  a

cla s s ica l orn a m en t , a  s em i-ellip t ica l a rch ed  open in g, a  s ton e fron t is p iece, a n d  a  t ra pezoida l overm a n tel.

In t e rior, Se c on d St ory

Ups ta irs  Ha ll   Th e u ps ta irs  h a ll (Ph oto 16 ) is  ca rpeted  a n d  in clu des  th e u pper  s ta ir  ba lu s t ra de a s

well a s  doors  open in g in to th e s erva n ts ’ qu a r ters  a n d  th e fa m ily bed room s .  Alon g a  por t ion  of th e wa ll

Ibid.5

Ibid.6
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is  a  com m odiou s  s tora ge a rea  in clu d in g d ra wers  with  or igin a l b ra s s  pu lls , en clos ed  beh in d  pa n eled  oa k

doors .  All woodwork  is  fin is h ed  n a tu ra lly.

Bed room s     Th e u ps ta irs  con ta in s  a  s er ies  of five bed room s , in clu d in g in tercon n ect in g room s

iden t ified  on  th e a rch itect’s  p la n s  a s  bein g for  Willia m  a n d  Roberta  Wells , a  gu es t  room ,  a  room  for  th e

Wells ’ ch ild ren , a n d  a  m a id ’s  room .  Th e bed room s  in corpora te bu ilt -in  clos ets , a n d  win dows ,

ba s eboa rd  a n d  door  t r im  a re both  pa in ted  a n d  fin is h ed  n a tu ra lly.  Th e bed room  wa lls  a re fin is h ed  in

wa llpa per  a n d  pa in ted  a n d  on e, a bove th e d in in groom  (Ph oto 1 7 ), h a s  a s  it s  ou ts ide wa ll th e u pper

s tory of th e 2 -s tory bow-fron t  ba y, a n d  is  pen etra ted  both  by dou b le-h u n g s a s h  a n d  a  s in gle-h u n g a r t

gla s s  win dow.  Firep la ces  a re in  ea ch  of th e bed room s , with  s om e m a n tels  les s  orn a m en ta l th a n  th os e

fou n d  on  th e firs t  s tory, a lth ou gh  two bed room s  fea tu re m a n tles  of th e Arts -a n d -Cra fts  (Ph oto 18 ) a n d

Fren ch  Provin cia l (Ph oto 19) s tyles .  Th e bed room  with  th e Arts -a n d -Cra fts -s tyle m a n tel a ls o fea tu res

cu rta in  rods  term in a t in g in  s tylized  Med ieva l-s tyle b roa da xes .  Ba th room s  a re a cces s ed  from  th e

bed room s .

Bathroom s    Th e s evera l u ps ta irs  ba th room s  of th e Wells  h ou s e a re fin is h ed  in  p la s ter  a n d  in

decora t ive t ile; th e m a n u fa ctu rer  of th e t im e h a s  n ot  been  id en t ified .  On e of th e ba th room s  is

pen etra ted  by th e a forem en tion ed  n on -h is tor ic win dow-box op en in g, th e on ly m odifica t ion  to th e

p roper ty’s  oth erwis e en t irely in ta ct  fen es t ra t ion .

In t e rior, Th ird Floor

Accord in g to th e n otes  from  th e 2003  h ou s e tou r  m en t ion ed  a bove, th e u pperm os t  floor  of th e Wells

Hou s e (Ph oto 20) wa s  or igin a lly a  ba llroom , decora ted  to p rovide th e a ppea ra n ce of a n  ou tdoor  ga rden . 

It  is  a cces s ed  from  a  s econ da ry h a llwa y off th e m a in  h a ll on  th e s econ d  floor , from  wh ich  lea ds  a n

open -s t r in g s ta ir  with  a t ten u a ted  tu rn ed  ba lu s ters .  At  th e top  of th e s ta irs  a re s tora ge room s  a n d  a

pa ir  of dou b le doors  open in g in to th e form er  ba llroom .  Origin a lly on e la rge open  room , eviden ce n ea r

th e cen ter  of th e floor  s u gges ts  th e form er  p res en ce of a  s ta irwa y wh ich  m a y h a ve a cces s ed  th e open

ba lu s t ra de wh ich  on ce wa s  on  th e t ru n ca ted  por t ion  of th e h ipped  roof.  Som e n on -h is tor ic s tora ge

room s  h a ve b een  bu ilt  a lon g por t ion s  of th e ou ts ide wa lls , fin is h ed  in  n on -h is tor ic wood  pa n elin g. 

Por t ion s  of th e ou ts ide wa lls  a re pa in ted  in  a  p icket  fen ce s cen e, with  t ra ilin g ros es  clim b in g th e

p ickets .  Win dow s ea ts  a re bu ilt  in to th e a rea s  wh ich  open  in to th e dorm ers  wh ich  pen etra te th e roof

lin e.

2 . Garage , res iden t ia l depen den cy

Da te: c. 1920
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Des cr ip t ion : 1 -s tory L-s h a ped  ga ra ge of wood  con s t ru ct ion  (Ph oto 21 ), bu ilt  on  a  fou n da t ion  of b r ick ,

a n d  fin is h ed  in  wea th erboa rd , with  a n  in ters ect in g h ipped  roof s ys tem  a n d  expos ed  ra fter  ta ils ;

works h op / s tora ge a rea  in  th e ba s em en t .  Th e 1 -ca r  open in g reta in s  th e or igin a l h in ged  ga ra ge doors ,

wh ile th a t  of th e 2 -ca r  open in g h a s  a  m odern  overh ea d  door .  A s in gle door  is  between  th e ga ra ge doors . 

Fla t -topped  dou b le-h u n g win dows  with  d ia m on d-pa n e u pper  s a s h .  Th e s econ d  floor  wa s  des t royed

by fire a t  a n  in determ in a te t im e.

1  con tr ibu t in g bu ild in g

3 . Garage , res iden t ia l depen den cy

Da te: c.1920

Des cr ip t ion : 1 -s tory 2 -ba y h ip -roofed  recta n gu la r  ga ra ge of wood  con s t ru ct ion  20 ' × 28 ' (Ph oto 21 ),

fin is h ed  in  th in  s h ip la p , with  expos ed  cu rvilin ea r  ra fter  ta ils ; on e 2 -ca r  open in g a n d  on e 1 -ca r  open in g,

both  of wh ich  h a ve n on -h is tor ic overh ea d  ga ra ge doors .  1  con tr ibu t in g bu ild in g

4 . Drive way  En t ry  Port als , la n ds ca pe fea tu re

Da te: 1907

Des cr ip t ion : Two s ton e en t ry por ta ls  a t  th e en t ra n ce to th e d r ivewa y from  Virgin ia  Terra ce

1  con tr ibu t in g s t ru ctu re

5 . St on e  Side walk  , Port als ,  an d Walls

Da te: 1907

Des cr ip t ion : ter ra ced  s ton e s idewa lk  with  en t ry por ta ls  a n d  s ide wa lls  wh ich  lea ds  to th e fron t  of th e

h ou s e from  Virgin ia  Terra ce, n or th  of th e h ou s e (Ph oto 1 )

1  con tr ibu t in g s t ru ctu re
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8 . S ign ific an c e

Th e Willia m  E. Wells  Hou s e is  s ign ifica n t  a n d  m eets  Na t ion a l Regis ter  Cr iter ia  B a n d  C.  Un der

Criter ion  B, th e p roper ty is  s ign ifica n t  for  it s  a s s ocia t ion  with  Willia m  Edwin  Wells  wh o, with  h is  s on

a n d  gra n ds on , were lon g a ffilia ted  with  th e cera m ics  in du s t ry a n d  s pecifica lly with  th e own ers h ip ,

m a n a gem en t  a n d  p ros per ity of th e Hom er  La u gh lin  Pot tery Com pa n y, a n  a s s ocia t ion  wh ich  con t in u es

to th is  da y.  Th e h ou s e wa s  th e h om e of th ree Wells  fa m ily gen era t ion s  over  a  s pa n  of on e h u n dred

yea rs , from  th e t im e of it s  or igin a l con s t ru ct ion  u n t il th e dea th  of Willia m  E. Wells ’ gra n ds on , Rober t ,

in  2007 .  With  res pect  to Cr iter ion  C, th e p roper ty is  s ign ifica n t  for  arch itecture , rep res en t in g th e

Colon ia l Reviva l s tyle a s  in terp reted  by New Ca s t le, Pen n s ylva n ia  a rch itects  Th a yer  a n d  Th a yer .  Two

Per iods  of S ign ifica n ce a re a s s ocia ted  with  th e p roper ty.  Th e firs t  begin s  in  1907 , th e da te of

con s t ru ct ion  of th e h ou s e a n d  en ds  in  1931  with  th e dea th  of Willia m  E. Wells ; th e oth er  is  1935 ,

corres pon d in g to th e com plet ion  of a  m a jor  rem odelin g of th e p roperty u n der  th e own ers h ip  of Arth u r

A. Wells , th e s on  of th e or igin a l own er  a n d  h im s elf a  lea der  in  th e cera m ics  in du s t ry, wh o occu p ied  th e

h ou s e for  deca des  a fter  h is  fa th er’s  dea th .

Ove rall Con t e xt

Th e n om in a ted  p roper ty is  loca ted  in  th e city of Newell, a n  ea r ly twen t ieth -cen tu ry com m u n ity

wh os e pa s t  is  in extr ica b ly lin ked  to th a t  of th e city of Ea s t  Liverpool, Oh io.  Ea s t  Liverpool wa s  firs t

kn own  a s  Fa wcet town , a fter  Th om a s  Fa wcet t , on e of th e a rea ’s  ea r lies t  la n d  own ers .  In  1800  Fa wcet t

ren a m ed  th e com m u n ity “St . Cla ir ,” a fter  Arth u r  S t . Cla ir , wh o a t  th a t  t im e wa s  Govern or  of th e

North wes t  Terr itory; it  wa s  in corpora ted  u n der  th e n a m e, Ea s t  Liverpool, in  1834 .  J a m es  Ben n et t , a n

En glis h  pot ter , es ta b lis h ed  th e loca l pot tery in du s t ry in  th e 1840s  with  th e m a n u fa ctu re of yellow wa re

p rodu ced  from  th e r ich  depos its  of loca l cla y.  Oth ers  s oon  followed  a n d  th e Oh io River  beca m e a

cr it ica l t ra n s por ta t ion  a r tery for  th e n ew in du s t ry, ca rryin g th e loca l p rodu cts  th rou gh ou t  th e region

a n d  beyon d .   Th e pot tery in du s try beca m e th e com m u n ity's  lea d in g em ployer  a n d  led  to it s  becom in g

kn own  a s   "Th e Crockery City."  Th rou gh ou t  th e cou rs e of th e com m u n ity's  ren own ed  cera m ics  h is tory, 

m ore th a n  th ree h u n d red  p ot ter ies  were in  Ea s t  Liverpool a n d  it s  im m ed ia te en viron s , wh ich  on ce

p rodu ced  m ore th a n  on e-h a lf of th e a n n u a l cera m ics  ou tpu t  of th e en t ire Un ited  S ta tes .  Of th e m yria d

pot ter ies  loca ted  h ere, th e Hom er  La u gh lin  Ch in a  Com pa n y-- es ta b lis h ed  in  Ea s t  Liverpool in  th e ea r ly

1870s  bu t  even tu a lly reloca ted  a cros s  th e Oh io River  to th e n ew town  of Newell--wa s  a m on g th e gia n ts . 

It  is  with  th is  pot tery th a t  th e Willia m  Wells  Hou s e is  lin ked .
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Ris e  o f t h e  Hom e r Laugh lin  Pot t e ry  Com pan y

By th e 1870s , th ree deca des  a fter  th e b ir th  of th e in du s try in  Ea s t  Liverpool, th e pot tery m a rket  wa s

s h ift in g a s  th e p op u la r ity of  th e com pa ra t ively cru de yellow-wa re fa ded  in  fa vor  of a  m ore des ira b le

wh ite wa re wh ich  wa s  a va ila b le a s  a n  im port  from  En gla n d .   Th e n eed  for  ch a n ge wa s  eviden t , a n d ,7

in  a n  in n ova t ive s tep  towa rd  in cen t ivizin g loca l econ om ic developm en t , th e Ea s t  Liverpool City Cou n cil

offered  $5 ,000  in  s eed  m on ey to a n  en t rep ren eu r  wh o wou ld  con s t ru ct  a n d  opera te a  pot tery for  th e

p rodu ct ion  of wh itewa re.  In  1871 , two b roth ers , Hom er  a n d  Sh a kes p ea re La u gh lin , es ta b lis h ed  a

pa r tn ers h ip  to m a n u fa ctu re pot tery a n d  s u bm it ted  a  p ropos a l to th e City to erect  a  two-k iln  p la n t  on

th e ba n ks  of th e Oh io River .  Th eir  p ropos a l wa s  a ccep ted  by th e City Cou n cil a n d  th e La u gh lin s  pa id

fellow pot ter  Ben ja m in  Ha rker  $300  for  a  t ra ct  a d ja cen t  to Ha rker’s  own  p la n t .  Th eir  n ew pot tery wa s8

com pleted  in  1873 . 

Th e La u gh lin  Broth ers  s oon  ga in ed  a  repu ta t ion  for  excellen ce a n d  in  1876  th eir  wh ite gra n itewa re

wa s  h on ored  with  th e receip t  of a n  a wa rd  a t  th e Cen ten n ia l Expos it ion  in  Ph ila delph ia .  By th e n ext

yea r , Sh a kes pea re La u gh lin , th e you n ger  of th e two b roth ers , wis h ed  to m ove on  to oth er  in teres ts . Th e

bu s in es s  con t in u ed  a s  a  s ole p rop r ietors h ip  kn own  a s  th e Hom er  La u gh lin  Ch in a  Works , wh ich

con t in u ed  to p ros per  th rou gh  in to th e 1880s  a n d  beca m e on e of th e lea d in g m a n u fa ctu rers  of cera m ic

d in n erwa re a n d  toiletwa re in  th e Un ited  S ta tes .  

William  E. We lls  En t e rs  t h e  Bus in e s s

  By th e la te 1880s , th e bu s in es s  h a d  grown  s u bs ta n t ia lly a n d , s eek in g p rofes s ion a l h elp , in  1889

Hom er  La u gh lin  p la ced   a  cla s s ified  n ews pa per  a dver t is em en t  s eek in g a  bookkeeper  for  h is  bu rgeon in g

opera t ion .    Th e a dvert is em en t  wa s  a n s wered  by Willia m  Edwin  Wells , a  26 -yea r-old  bookkeeper  from9

Steu ben ville, Oh io, twen ty-five m iles  down s trea m  from  Ea s t  Liverpool.  You n g Wells  wa s  en ga ged  to

m a n a ge th e books  of th e growin g es ta b lis h m en t  a n d  s oon  wa s  m a n a gin g th e en t ire bu s in es s , wh ile

Hom er  La u gh lin  s pen t  h is  t im e t ra velin g with  h is  wife.

Jack Welch, “History of the Homer Laughlin China Company,” Internet website, http://justdishesdinnerware7

.com / homer_laughlin_china_company_jack_welch

Harker’s descendants would eventually build a house on Virginia Terrace, near the nominated property.8

Biographical information relating to William Wells and his family is drawn from “W. E. Wells, the9

Great Chinamaker,” appearing on the Internet website www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wellsfam/

wfrahome.html and from Jo Cunningham, Homer Laughlin: A Giant Among Dishes 1873-1939, Atglen,

Pennsylvania: Schiffer Publishing, Ltd., 1998, p. 21-22.
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Th e  Adve n t  o f We lls  Fam ily  Man age m e n t

Les s  th a n  a  deca de la ter , in  1897 , Hom er  La u gh lin  decided  to ret ire to Ca liforn ia  wh ere h is  s on  h a d

ju s t  gra du a ted  from  Sta n ford  Un ivers ity a n d  wh ere h e h im s elf recogn ized  oppor tu n it ies  for  rea l es ta te

developm en t  in clu d in g th e con s t ru ct ion  of th e 1897  Los  An geles  la n dm a rk  wh ich  bea rs  h is  n a m e a n d

wa s  th a t  city's  firs t  firep roofed , s teel-rein forced  bu ild in g.   La u gh lin  s old  h is  p ot tery to a  grou p

in clu d in g h is  form er  bookkeeper , Willia m  E. Wells , a lon g with  Pit t s bu rgh er  Lou is  Aa ron  a n d  h is  s on s

Ma rcu s  a n d  Ch a r les , with  Lou is  Aa ron  a s s u m in g res pon s ib ility for  th e p res iden cy of th e com pa n y.  Th e

s a le wa s  con s u m m a ted  on  Decem ber  7 , 1897  a n d  W. E . Wells  wa s  n a m ed  gen era l m a n a ger .  Wh ile th e

Aa ron s  were m a jor  s h a reh olders  a n d  Lou is  Aa ron  wa s  th e com pa n y p res iden t , it  wa s  Wells , a s

s ecreta ry-trea s u rer  a n d  gen era l m a n a ger , a n d  la ter  h is  p rogen y wh o ra n  th e com pa n y on  a  da y-to-da y

ba s is .  Th e Aa ron s  lived  in  Pit t s bu rgh  for  a ll of th eir  m ore-th a n -a -cen tu ry a s s ocia t ion  with  th e Hom er

La u gh lin  Pot tery.   Th e growth  of th e pot tery con t in u ed  u n a ba ted  a n d  by 1899  a  s econ d  p la n t  wa s1 0

bu ilt  in  Ea s t  Liverpool, with  a  th ird  followin g in  1903 .  In  Th e  Colle c t or's  En c yc lope dia o f Hom e r

Laugh lin  Ch in a , cera m ics  h is tor ia n  J oa n n e J a s per  n otes , “u n der  th is  m a n a gem en t  th e com pa n y

pros pered  grea t ly a n d  la u n ch ed  on  a  ca reer  of p rodu cin g t ru ly en orm ou s  qu a n t it ies  of ch in a  for

Am erica 's  ta b les .”  1 1

Th e  Birt h  o f Ne we ll,  We s t  Virgin ia

Wells  a n d  th e Aa ron s  recogn ized  th e n eed  for  fu r th er  expa n s ion  bu t  Ea s t  Liverpool offered  n o

s u ita b le la n d .  As  th e th ird  Ea s t  Liverpool p la n t  wa s  bein g bu ilt , th e com pa n y a cqu ired  from  th e Newell

fa m ily of Ha n cock  Cou n ty, Wes t  Virgin ia , a  500-a cre t ra ct  kn own  loca lly a s  th e “J im m y Newell fa rm ”

on  th e oppos ite s ide of th e Oh io River .  Th e North  Am erica n  Ma n u fa ctu r in g Com pa n y wa s  es ta b lis h ed

a s  a  s u bs id ia ry of th e La u gh lin  pot tery with  th e pu rpos e of develop in g th e n ewly-a cqu ired  Newell

p roper ty.  Bu ild in g lots  were la id  ou t , s t reets , in fra s t ru ctu re, a n d  u t ilit ies  were in s ta lled , a n d  town  of

Newell wa s  born  (Fig. 3 ).  Am on g th e or igin a l s t reets  in  th e a rea  of th e Wells  h ou s e were Wells  S t reet ,

Aa ron  Aven u e, a n d  Kn owles  Aven u e, th e la t ter  a ls o n a m ed  for  a  lea d in g figu re in  th e loca l pot tery

s cen e.  Por t ion s  of th es e s t reets  were n ever  open ed  a n d  a  1927  s u rvey p la t ted  n ew bu ild in g lots  wh ere

h ou s es  were bu ilt  for  fa m ily m em bers  n ea r  to th e Wells  h ou s e of twen ty yea rs  ea r lier .  

At  th e t im e Newell wa s  la id  ou t , th e on ly cros s in g of th e Oh io River  wa s  by ferry bu t  in  m id -1904

Wells  a n d  th e North  Am erica n  Ma n u fa ctu r in g Com pa n y bega n  work  on  a  s u s pen s ion  b r idge (Fig. 3 ). 

Telephone conversation between the preparer of this nomination and Robert M. Wells, III on November 18,10

2008.

Quoted on Internet website www.missing-piece.com/HLC_HISTORY.html 11
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On  J u ly 4 , 1905 , th e firs t  t ra ffic u s ed  th e b r idge, led  by Willia m  E. Wells  a n d  Edwin  Kn owles  t ra velin g

in  Kn owles ’ a u tom obile.   Th e Newell s t reet  ca r  lin e open ed  ten  da ys  la ter  a n d  wh ile th e s t reet  ca r  lin e1 2

cea s ed  to opera te, to th is  da y th e com pa n y’s  toll s u s pen s ion  b r idge con t in u es  to s erve th e popu la t ion

on  both  s ides  of th e r iver .

Con t in ue d Growt h  un de r We lls  Man age m e n t

Con com ita n t  with  th e con s tru ct ion  of th e b r idge, Pla n t  No. 4  wa s  bu ilt  a t  Newell a n d  beca m e th e

la rges t  p ot t ery p la n t  ever  bu ilt  in  th e n a t ion , a llowin g th e Hom er  La u gh lin  opera t ion  to p rodu ce

300 ,000  p ieces  of wa re da ily–ten  percen t  of th e tota l dom es t ic p rodu ct ion  ca pa city of th e t im e.  Lea d in g

con s u m ers  of Hom er  La u gh lin ’s  p rodu cts  in clu ded  th e F. W. Woolworth  Com pa n y, on e of th e n a t ion ’s

la rges t  5 - & 10 -cen t  va r iety s tores .  Woolworth  wou ld  be a  m a jor  con s u m er  of Hom er  La u gh lin  wa re

for  deca des .  In  J a n u a ry, 1917 , to reca p  th eir  bu s in es s  for  th e p reviou s  yea r , Wells  wrote to th e

Woolworth  Com pa n y, “I th in k  th a t  I m a y s a fely s a y th a t  th is  is  th e firs t  t im e in  h is tory th a t  th e

pu rch a s es  of a n y on e con cern  from  a n y on e pot tery firm  h a ve rea ch ed  th e m illion  (dolla r ) m a rk  in  on e

yea r .”  At  a n  a vera ge p r ice of 72  cen ts  per  dozen , $1  m illion  is  s a les  a ccou n ted  for  16 .7  m illion  p ieces

of wa re s old  to on e cu s tom er  in  on e yea r .  Am on g th e pot tery’s  oth er  lea d in g cu s tom ers  wa s  th e

Ch ica go-ba s ed  Am er ica n  Cerea l Com pa n y, wh o “wa s  pa ck in g oa tm ea l bowls  in  Moth er’s  Oa ts  boxes

a s  fa s t  a s  Hom er  La u gh lin  cou ld  p rodu ce th em .”  A s u s pen s ion  b r idge wa s  bu ilt  to con n ect  Newell to

Ea s t  Liverpool, a n d  a  t rolley lin e wa s  la id  ou t  a s  well a n d  ea r ly in  1907  th e com pa n y h ea dqu a rters  were

m oved  a cros s  th e r iver  to Newell.  Th e firm ’s  pea k  em ploym en t  wa s  rea ch ed  in  th e la te 1920s  with

3 ,500  peop le work in g in  th e five Newell p la n ts .  La u gh lin  beca m e a n  exclu s ively Wes t  Virgin ia  firm  with

th e a ba n don m en t  of th e th ree ea r lier  p la n ts , a n d  th e econ om ic im pa ct  of it s  pa yroll in  th e North ern

Pa n h a n d le wa s  t rem en dou s .1 3

Over th e yea rs , th e p la n t  em p loyed  a  va r iety of n oted  a r t is ts  a n d  cera m is ts , a m on g th em  Freder ick

Hu rten  Rh ea d  (1880-1939), wh o join ed  th e pot tery in  1927 , a s  Gen era l Ma n a ger  Willia m  E. Wells ’

ca reer  wa s  n ea r in g its  en d .  Rh ea d   developed  a  s er ies  of n ew in n ova t ion s  for  Hom er  La u gh lin , a n d

p rodu ced  a  b roa d  a rra y of wa re wh ich  con t in u es  to th is  da y to be va lu a b le with in  th e collectors ’

m a rket .  Am on g th es e a re Newell, a n d  Virgin ia  Ros e, th e la t ter  of wh ich  wa s  n a m ed  for  Wells ’ gra n d -

da u gh ter .  Rh ea d’s  m os t  en du rin g crea t ion , h owever , wa s  Fies ta , developed  in  1935 , fou r  yea rs  a fter

Gates, William C., The City of Hills and Kilns: Life and Work in East Liverpool, Ohio (East Liverpool:12

East Liverpool Historical Society, 1984), p. 175.

Welch., Op. Cit.13
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th e dea th  of Willia m  E. Wells  a n d  u n der  th e gen era l s u per in ten den cy of Willia m  Wells ’ s on  Arth u r , wh o

by th en  wa s  occu pyin g h is  fa th er’s  h ou s e.

William  E. We lls ,  In dus t ry  Gian t

Retu rn in g to th e ea r ly yea rs  of th e twen t ieth  cen tu ry, a t  th e s a m e t im e th a t  th e 1905-1906  p la n t

wa s  bein g bu ilt , Willia m  E. Wells  wa s  form u la t in g p la n s  for  a  s u bs ta n t ia l n ew res iden ce befit t in g h is

s ta tu re a s  a  m a jor  m a n u fa ctu rin g m ogu l.  He ch os e a  s ite com m a n d in g a  pa n ora m ic view of Newell,

th e Oh io River , a n d  Ea s t  Liverpool.  Wells  en ga ged  th e a rch itectu ra l firm  of Th a yer  a n d  Th a yer  to

des ign  h is  n ew h om e, bu ilt  in  th e Colon ia l Reviva l s tyle.  

Wells  wou ld  go on  to becom e on e of th e gia n ts  in  th e in tern a t ion a l pot tery in du s try.  Dis cu s s in g th e

Hom er  La u gh lin  Pot tery, a  1925  h is tory of Wes t  Virgin ia  n oted : 

Th e  d ir e c t in g a n d  m a n a gin g h e a d  o f t h is  gr e a t  in d u s t r y is  W .  E .  W e lls ,  t h e  ge n iu s  of p o t t e r y

m a n u fa c t u r e  a n d  t h e  b igge s t  m a n  in  t h e  p o t t e r y t r a d e  of t h e  w or ld .   H e  is  s e c r e t a r y a n d

t r e a s u r e r  o f t h e  c om p a n y,  b u t  h a s  in  r e a lit y  b e e n  e ve r yt h in g fr om  offic e  b oy t o  p r e s id e n t

.   .   .  Mr .  We lls  h a s  s e r ve d  a s  c h a ir m a n  of t h e  R e p u b lic a n  S t a t e  C on ven t ion ,  a n d  w a s  a

m e m b e r  of t h e  c om m is s ion  fo r  t h e  s e t t le m e n t  o f t h e  We s t  Vir gin ia -Vir gin ia  d e b t ,  a n d  s om e

of h is  s u gge s t ion s  e ffe c t e d  a  s a vin g t o  t h e  s t a t e  o f m a n y t h ou s a n d  d o lla r s . 14

Th a t  s a m e pu b lica t ion , des cr ib in g Wells ’ 1907  h om e, n oted , “His  res id en ce s ta n ds  on  a n  em in en ce

over look in g th e town  of Newell a n d  com m a n ds  a  view of th e Oh io Va lley for  m a n y m iles .”1 5

Beyon d  h is  role a s  a  lea d in g in du s t r ia lis t , Willia m  E. Wells  wa s  a ls o a  well-res pected  lea der  in  th e

com m u n ity.  He wa s  p res iden t  of th e Pot ters  Na t ion a l Ba n k  in  Ea s t  Liverpool a n d  a ls o s erved  a s  a

d irector  of th e Edwin  M. Kn owles  Ch in a  Com pa n y with  p la n ts  in  Newell a n d  in  n ea rby Ch es ter , Wes t

Virgin ia , ju s t  u p river  from  Newell a n d  a ls o oppos ite Ea s t  Liverpool, th e North  Am erica n  Ma n u fa ctu r in g

Com p a n y, th e Newell Wa ter  a n d  Power  Com pa n y, a n d  th e Newell Br idge a n d  S treet  Ra ilwa y. 

Recogn ized  a s  a  lea der  th rou gh ou t  h is  in du s t ry, h e wa s  Ch a irm a n  of th e La bor  Com m it tee of th e

Un ited  S ta tes  Pot ters  As s ocia t ion  a n d  a ls o a ppea red  a s  a  s pokes pers on  for  th e pot tery m a n u fa ctu rers

before U. S . Con gres s ion a l a n d  Sen a te Com m it tees  con cern in g ta r iff b ills .  Loca lly, h e wa s  a ffilia ted

with  th e Ea s t  Liverpool Ch a m ber  of Com m erce, th e Am erica n  Cera m ic Society, a n d  th e Ma s on ic Lodge. 

A va lu ed  ph ila n th rop is t  in  th e com m u n ity, h e wa s  kn own  a s  th e “fa th er  of th e YMCA,” s erved  a s

The History of West Virginia, Old and New (Chicago and New York: The American Historical14

Society, Inc., 1923), p. 584-585.

Ibid.15



NPS Form 10-900a                                 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet We lls ,  William  E.,  Hous e

Han c oc k Coun t y , WV

Section Number   8      Page    13

ch a irm a n  of th e Ea s t  Liverpool Wa r  Ch es t  du r in g World  Wa r  On e, don a ted  s u bs ta n t ia lly towa rd  to

con s t ru ct ion  of th e City Hos p ita l a n d  con tr ibu ted  $30 ,000  towa rd  th e con s t ru ct ion  of th e h igh  s ch ool

in  Newell wh ich  wou ld  bea r  h is  n a m e. His  a ct ive s ervice to th e com m u n ity en ded  with  h is  ret irem en t

in  1930 , a t  wh ich  t im e h is  s on , Rober t , a s s u m ed  h is  fa th er’s  du t ies  a s  s ecreta ry a n d  gen era l m a n a ger . 

At  th e t im e of Willia m  E. Wells ’ ret irem en t , th e pos it ion  of Ch a irm a n  of th e Boa rd  wa s  crea ted  for  h im ;

h e reta in ed  th a t  office a t  th e t im e of h is  dea th  a t  th e a ge of 67 , wh ereu pon  h is  s on , J os eph  Ma h a n

Wells , took  over  h is  fa th er 's  pos it ion  a t  th e p la n t .

De at h  o f William  E. We lls  an d Subs e que n t  Own e rs h ip o f t h e  Hous e

Willia m  E. Wells  d ied  in  1931 , h a vin g lived  in  h is  Newell res iden ce s in ce it  wa s  com pleted  in  1907

a n d  h a vin g been  in t im a tely a s s ocia ted  with  th e Hom er  La u gh lin  com pa n y a n d  with  th e in tern a t ion a l

m a n u fa ctu re of pot tery for  m ore th a n  th ree deca des .  His  s on , J os eph  M. Wells  (1889-1970) a s s u m ed

h is  fa th er’s  du t ies , followed  by h is  gra n ds on , J os eph , J r .  Th e Aa ron  fa m ily h a d  reta in ed  pa r t ia l

own ers h ip  over  th e deca des , u n t il 2002 , wh en  in  a  fr ien d ly a cqu is it ion , th e Wells  fa m ily a cqu ired  th e

Aa ron s ’ in teres t , m a rk in g th e en d  of a  105 -yea r  pa r tn ers h ip .  Th e com pa n y is  p res en t ly h ea ded  by

J os eph  M. Wells , III, th e grea t  gra n ds on  of W. E . Wells .1 6

 

After  th e 1931  dea th  of Willia m  E. Wells , h is  h om e in  Newell pa s s ed  to h is  s on  a n d  da u gh ter-in -la w,

Arth u r  Atk in s on  Wells  a n d  h is  wife, Rober ta  M. Wells .  Ar th u r  Wells  (1898-1985) wa s  born  on e yea r

a fter  h is  fa th er  a s s u m ed  th e pos it ion  of gen era l m a n a ger  of th e La u gh lin  pot tery.  A 1922  gra du a te of

Prin ceton  Un ivers ity, a fter  a  s h or t  s t in t  on  Wa ll S t reet  h e join ed  with  th e fa m ily bu s in es s , becom in g

gen era l s u per in ten den t  a n d  th en  vice p res iden t  for  m a n u fa ctu r in g, con t in u in g th e d irect  lin e of

m a n a gem en t  a n d  a s s ocia t ion  with  th e cera m ics  in du s t ry (of th e fa m ily a n d  of th e h ou s e) wh ich  h is

fa th er  h a s  es ta b lis h ed  fou r  deca des  p reviou s ly.  In  1934  Arth u r  Wells  u n der took  a  m a jor  rem odelin g

of th e p roper ty from  des ign s  by th e Pit t s bu rgh  a rch itect , W. S . S t ru th ers , a dd in g a  s u bs ta n t ia l ba ron ia l

livin groom  to th e n or th  eleva t ion .  Th e fa m ily h om e la ter  pa s s ed  to Willia m  E. Wells ’ gra n ds on , Rober t

M. Wells , th e on ly ch ild  of Arth u r  a n d  Rober ta  Wells  wh o h a d  lived  in  a  gu es t  h ou s e (kn own  to th e

fa m ily a s  th e “lit t le h ou s e”) on  th e fa m ily p roper ty u n t il h e took  over  h is  gra n d fa th er’s  h ou s e.   Rober t1 7

Wells  beca m e vice p res iden t  of th e pot tery, con t in u in g th e u n b roken  a s s ocia t ion  of th e h ou s e with  th e

Bob, Page, Dale Frederiksen, and Dean Six. Homer Laughlin: Decades of Dinnerware.16

(Greensboro, NC: Page/Fredericksen Publishing Co., 2003).

The “little house” is extant nearby on Virginia Terrace but is not on the same parcel as the W. E. Wells house17

and is not included within the nominated area.  From a telephone conversation between the preparer of this nomination and
Robert M. Wells, III on November 18, 2008.
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in du s t ry, a n d  lived  h ere u n t il h is  dea th  in  2007 , a t  wh ich  t im e th e p roper ty wa s  left  to th e Na t ion a l

Tru s t  for  His tor ic Pres erva t ion .

Nat ion al Re gis t e r Crit e ria

Th e s ign ifica n ce of th e Willia m  E. Wells  Hou s e u n der  Na t ion a l Regis ter  Cr iter ion  B is  ba s ed  u pon

its  a s s ocia t ion  with  Willia m  E. Wells  a n d , per iph era lly, with  h is  des cen da n ts  wh o lived  h ere a s  well a n d

wh o, like th eir  fa th er  a n d  gra n d fa th er , were lea ders  in  th e cera m ics   in du s t ry.  Recogn ized  both  a s  a

gia n t  in  th e worldwide m a n u fa ctu re of cera m ics  a n d  a s  a  p ivota l com m u n ity lea d er  in  Newell, Wes t

Virgilia  a n d  Ea s t  Liverpool, Oh io, a s  n oted  a bove, Willia m  E . Wells  wa s  h ired  by Hom er  La u gh lin

Broth ers  in  1889  a n d  a s s u m ed  th e m a n a gem en t  of th e Hom er La u gh lin  Ch in a  Com pa n y in  1897 .  His

ob itu a ry im p lies  th a t  h e lived  in  Ea s t  Liverpool du r in g h is  ea r ly yea rs  of a s s ocia t ion  with  th e pot tery

bu t  n o oth er  p roper t ies  a s s ocia ted  with  Wells  between  1889  a n d  1907   h a ve been  iden t ified .  Th e

s u b ject  p roper ty, bu ilt  in  th e n ew com m u n ity of Newell, wh ich  h e fou n ded , clea r ly reflect s  h is

a s cen da n cy a s  a n  in d u s t r ia l lea der  a n d  it  wa s  h ere th a t  h e lived  du r in g th e m a jor ity of h is  yea rs  a s

gen era l m a n a ger  of th e opera t ion .

Th e p rop er ty’s  Cr iter ion  C s ign ifica n ce is  es ta b lis h ed  by it s  pos it ion  a s  a  d is t in ct ive loca lly-

s ign ifica n t  exa m ple of Colon ia l Reviva l-s tyle a rch itectu re, a s  th a t  des ign  m ode wa s  in terp reted  in  th e

fir s t  d eca de of th e twen t ieth  cen tu ry.  Th e Colon ia l Reviva l s tyle wa s  born  of th e fervor  of pa t r iot is m

in  th e wa ke of th e Am erica n  Cen ten n ia l of 1876  a n d  a rch itects  a n d  u n tra in ed  con tra ctors  a like followed

eigh teen th -cen tu ry des ign  preceden ts  in  crea tin g dom es tic a rch itectu re for  Am erica ’s  work in g cla s s  a n d

in du s t r ia l lea ders  a like.  Som e exa m ples  of Colon ia l Reviva l-s tyle des ign  were fa ith fu l rep rodu ct ion s

of ea r lier  a n teceden ts , wh ile oth ers  m erely borrowed  th e occa s ion a l deta il, win dow form , or  p la n .  

Th e Wells  Hou s e rep res en ts  t ra n s it ion a l des ign  in  its  m on u m en ta l s ta ir  h a ll, wa in s cot-pa n eled

in ter ior  room s , a n d  th e u s e of polych rom e a r t  gla s s , wh ich  a re m ore s u gges t ive of th e n in eteen th -

cen tu ry Qu een  An n e s tyle.   It s  s ym m etr ica l fa ca de, with  a  cen tered  th ird -s tory ga b le dorm er  with  a1 8

Pa lla d ia n -der ived  win dow a n d  th e fron t is p iece en t ra n ce a re clea r ly s u gges t ive of th e Colon ia l Reviva l,

even  given  th e los s  of th e fu ll por t ico wh ich  or igin a lly s h ielded  th e p r in cipa l en t ra n ce.  As  n oted  a bove,

th e por t ico wa s  rem oved  in  th e 1980s  beca u s e of deter iora t ion .  Th e p roper ty wou ld  be a  m ore fa ith fu l

rep res en ta t ive of per iod  a rch itectu re were th e p or t ico in ta ct .  However , th e es s en t ia lly u n a ltered

Receipts confirm that the lavish interior woodwork and the art glass windows from the original 190718

construction are the product of the Hyde-Murphy Company, a major producer of architectural millwork and art glass from
Ridgway, Pennsylvania.  Their long history as well as many examples of their work are documented in the National Register
nomination for the Ridgway Historic District (NR 2003).
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ch a ra cter  of th e ba la n ce of th e exter ior , cou p led  with  th e in tegr ity of th e en t irety of th e in ter ior ,

in clu d in g th e p la n , form , a n d  fin is h es  of vir tu a lly every m a jor  s pa ce wh ich  reflect  both  1907  a n d  1935 ,

a dequ a tely com pen s a te for  th e los s  of th e por t ico.

Th e 1934-1935  a dd it ion  is  its elf a rch itectu ra lly s ign ifica n t , rep res en t in g a  twen t ieth -cen tu ry

a da p ta t ion  of Med ieva l Reviva l-s tyle des ign .  Th e a dd it ion  rep la ced  th e or igin a l livin g room  a n d  a  por te-

coch ere, th e la t ter  of wh ich  m ore clos ely reflected  th e ea r ly twen t ieth -cen tu ry era  of h ors e-d ra wn

ca rr ia ges  th a n  th e 1930s  a n d  m ech a n ized  t ra vel.  Con s is t in g p r im a r ily of a  s pa ciou s  livin groom , th e

a dd it ion  with  it s  pa n eled  wood  wa lls  a n d  m a n tle, th e orn a m en ta l p la s ter  ceilin g, th e s ton e en d  wa ll,

a n d  th e ca rvin gs  a ll reflect  s oph is t ica ted  levels  both  of des ign  a n d  cra fts m a n s h ip .  In  a dd it ion , th e

wh im s ica l ca rved  s h ield s  wh ich  orn a m en t  th e wa lls  th em s elves  tell th e s tory of th e Wells  fa m ily a n d

th eir  h er ita ge.  Th e s econ d-floor  ba th room s  with  th eir  decora t ive t ile fin is h es  m a y h a ve been  rem odeled

a t  th is  t im e, bu t  th a t  is  n ot  con firm ed .

Th e 1934-1935  rem odelin g u n der  th e own ers h ip  of Arth u r  E . Wells  a ls o res u lted  in  th e con vers ion

of th e 1907  b illia rd  room  in to a  h igh -s tyle Art  Deco-s tyle cock ta il lou n ge, des ign ed  on e yea r  a fter  th e

repea l of Proh ib it ion .  Th e lou n ge, fin is h ed  in  b la ck  with  s ta in les s  s teel t r im , clea r ly reflect  th e Art  Deco

s tyle wh ich  rep res en ted  th  p in n a cle of m odern  des ign  in  th e 1920s  a n d  1930s .  Fu r th er , th e u s e of

Mica r ta  for  th e wa ll a n d  ceilin g fin is h es  m a rked  th e in t rodu ct ion  of a  n ew a n d  in n ova t ive decora t ive

m a ter ia l in to th e des ign  of a n  en t irely n ew s pa ce for  th e 1907  h ou s e.

Arc h it e c t ure

Th e Willia m  E. Wells  Hou s e is  th e work  of a rch itects  C. C.  a n d  A. L. Th a yer , wh o were res pon s ib le

for  th e or igin a l 1907  des ign , a n d  W. S . S t ru th ers , wh o des ign ed  th e 1934-1935  m od ifica t ion s .  Ca rroll

C.  a n d   Alber t  L. Th a yer  p ra ct iced  in  New Ca s t le, Pen n s ylva n ia , from  th e 1890s  th rou gh  th e ea r ly

deca des  of th e twen tieth  cen tu ry.  C. C. Th a yer  (1862-1938) wa s  in  p ra ct ice in  New Ca s t le a s  ea r ly a s

1892 , wh en  h e p repa red  p la n s  for  th e Sh en a n go Va lley Hos p ita l.  By 1902  th e p ra ct ice wa s  es ta b lis h ed

a s  C. C. a n d  A. L. Th a yer , in clu d in g A. L. Th a yer  (b . 1876), wh o gra du a ted  from  th e Un ivers ity of Illin ois

in  1898 .  Th e firm  expa n ded  th eir  com m is s ion s  in to Oh io a n d  Wes t  Virgin ia  u n t il Alber t  Th a yer  m oved

to Clevela n d  a bou t  1920 , a fter  wh ich  t im e th e firm  con t in u ed  Th a yer  a n d  Th a yer  a n d  la ter  a s  th e

Th a yer  Com pa n y.   In  a dd it ion  to res iden t ia l a rch itectu re s u ch  a s  th e Wells  Hou s e, th e Th a yers  a ls o

were res pon s ib le for  th e des ign  of a  va r iety of in s t itu t ion a l a n d  com m ercia l bu ild in gs  in  th e region . 

Am on g th es e were th e 1908  Ma s on ic Tem ple in  Bu t ler , Pen n s ylva n ia  (s ou th ea s t  of New Ca s t le), a  1910

a dd it ion  a n d  oth er  a ltera t ion s  to th e Ma s on ic Tem ple in  Ea s t  Liverpool, Oh io (with  wh ich  W. E . Wells
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wa s  clos ely a s s ocia ted ),  a n d  th e Terra ce Aven u e Sch ool, Greer  Bu ild in g, a n d  Na t ion a l Gu a rd  Arm ory1 9

(NR 1990), th e la t ter  th ree of wh ich  a re loca ted  in  th eir  h om e town  of New Ca s t le.  Th e Th a yers  a ls o

des ign ed  Old  Ma in  a t  Wes tm in is ter  College, n or th  of New Ca s t le in  New Wilm in gton , Pen n s ylva n ia  a n d

a ppa ren t ly developed  a  s pecia lity in  th e field  of edu ca t ion a l des ign , s in ce th ey were lis ted  in  Bru ce's

Arch itects  Directory  of S choolhous e Arch itects .2 0

Con s idera b ly les s  is  kn own  of a rch itect  Willia m  S . S t ru th ers , wh om  Arth u r  A. Wells  en ga ged  in  th e

1 9 3 0 s  to u n derta ke a  m a jor  a dd it ion  to h is  fa th er’s  h om e, con s is t in g of th e rem ova l of th e or igin a l

livin groom  a n d  por te-coch ere on  th e n or th  eleva t ion  a n d  th eir  rep la cem en t  with  a n  elon ga ted , coffered

wood-pa n eled  livin groom .  S t ru th ers  p ra ct iced  in  Pit t s bu rgh  a n d  is  kn own  to h a ve des ign ed  th e Firs t

Con grega t ion a l Ch u rch  (1900 ; n ow th e Greek  Or th odox Ca th ed ra l of S t . Nich ola s ) a n d  th e New

Beth leh em  Sa vin gs  Ba n k  (1930), in  ru ra l New Beth leh em , Cla r ion  Cou n ty, n or th ea s t  of Pit t s bu rgh . 

Th e cos t  of th e rem odelin g a s  $25 ,000  a n d  S tru th ers  wa s  to be pa id  a  fee of 6% of th e con s t ru ct ion

cos t , or  $1 ,500 .00 .  A h a n dwrit ten  let ter  from  Stru th ers  to Arth u r  Wells , da ted  Feb ru a ry 1 , 1936 , is

tes t im on y to Wells ’ a ppa ren t  s a t is fa ct ion  with  S tru th ers ’ work :

O p e n in g a  le t t e r  con t a in in g a  c h e c k  for  $ 2 ,0 0 0  is  in d e ed  a  p le a s a n t  s e n s a t ion ,  b u t  le t  m e

a s s u r e  you  t h a t  t h e  k n ow le d ge  t h a t  you  a n d  Mr s .  We lls  a r e  s o  w e ll s a t is fie d  is  eve r y b it  a s

p le a s a n t .   To  h ea r  t h a t  I h a d  b e e n  a b le  t o  h e lp  you  b o t h  w or k  ou t  w h a t  w e r e  o ft e n  you r  ow n

id e a s  is  a  gr e a t  s a t is fa c t ion  t o  m e .   I h op e  t h a t  you  m a y lon g en joy t h e  h om e  t h a t  you  h a ve

given  s o  m u c h  t h ou gh t  t o  s ec u r e . 2 1

Su m m a rizin g, th e Willia m  E. Wells  Hou s e m eets  Na t ion a l Regis ter  Cr iter ion  B for  it s  a s s ocia t ion

with  pot tery gia n t  W. E . Wells , wh o bu ilt  a n d  lived  in  th e h ou s e th rou gh ou t  h is  yea rs  a s  a  lea der  in  th e

in tern a t ion a l pot tery bu s in es s , a n d  Criter ion  C a s  a  loca lly d is t in ct ive exa m ple of th e Colon ia l Reviva l

s tyle.

Ohio Architect, April, 1910, p. 45.19

Correspondence to preparer from Lu Donnelly, author of The Buildings of the United States: Western20

Pennsylvania [MS, not yet published], 2008 and from Philadelphia Architects and Buildings website,
www.philadelphiabuildings.org/pab/

Struthers to Wells letter, part of the materials secured by the National Trust from the Robert Wells Estate.21
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1 0 . Ge ograph ic al Dat a

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Bein g th a t  pa rcel dep icted  on  Ha n cock  Cou n ty, Wes t  Virgin ia  Ta x Ma p  G6C, Pa rcel No. 36 .

BOUNDARY J USTIFICATION

Th e n om in a ted  pa rcel con s is ts  on ly of th e 5 -a cre lot  con ta in in g th e Willia m  E.  Wells  Hou s e, it s  two

con tr ibu t in g depen den cies , a n d  it s  im m ed ia tely a s s ocia ted  la wn s .  Pr ior  to th e s u bd ivis ion  of bu ild in g

lots  from  origin a l Wells  h old in gs , a dd it ion a l a d ja cen t  a crea ge exis ted  in  Newell Heigh ts , bu t  bu ild in g

lots  were p a r t it ion ed  off a n d  oth er  h ou s es  were erected  n ea rby.  Th e n om in a ted  pa rcel h a s  been

a s s ocia ted  with  th e Willia m  E. Wells  Hou s e s in ce it s  or igin a l da te of con s t ru ct ion .



NPS Form 10-900a                                 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet We lls ,  William  E.,  Hous e

Han c oc k Coun t y , WV

 Section Number   Ph otogra ph y Log     Page   19

PHOTOGRAPHY LOG

All Ph otogra ph s :
We lls ,  William  E.,  Hous e
Ha n cock  Cou n ty, WV
Da vid  L. Ta ylor , 2008
Ta ylor  & Ta ylor  As s ocia tes , In c., Brookville, PA

1 . Fa ca de, look in g s ou th  a lon g en tra n ce s idewa lk  (Res ou rce No. 5 ) a n d  s h owin g fron t is p iece en t ra n ce,

ga b le dorm er  with  Pa lla d ia n  m ot if, etc.

2 . Sou th ea s t  pers pect ive, look in g n or th wes t  a n d  s h owin g overa ll form  a n d  fin is h es , roof s ys tem , a r t

gla s s  win dows  on  in ter ior  s ta ir , c. 1934  a dd it ion  on  ea s t  eleva t ion , etc.

3 . Ea s t  eleva t ion , look in g wes t  a n d  s h owin g bow-fron t  ba y of 1934-1935  livin groom   a dd it ion , roof form

a n d  fin is h , ga b le dorm er  open in g in to th ird  floor , etc.

4 . Fa ca de, deta il, s h owin g a s h la r  s ton e fin is h  win dow open in g in to “Recep t ion  Room ,” in clu d in g a r t

gla s s  t ra n s om s .

5 . Wes t  eleva t ion , look in g ea s t , a n d  s h owin g 2 -s tory bow-fron t  ba y s ervin g d in in groom  on  firs t  floor  a n d

bed room  a bove

6 . Terra ce wh ich  s u rrou n ds  h ou s e on  n or th  a n d  wes t  s ides , deta il, look in g ea s t  s h owin g typ ica l form

a n d  fin is h

7 . In ter ior , s ta ir  h a ll, firs t  s tory, look in g s ou th  a n d  s h owin g overa ll s ca le a n d  fin is h es , wa in s cot ,

bea m ed  ceilin gs , a n d  s ta ir  a cces s in g s econ d  s tory.

8 . In ter ior , s ta ir  h a ll a t  foot  of s ta irs , look in g n or th  a n d  s h owin g s ton e a rch wa y, s ide door  a n d

s u rrou n d , s ton e floor , pa r t  of th e 1934-1935  rem odelin g

9 . In ter ior , d in in groom , deta il, look in g s ou th  a n d  s h owin g bow-fron t  ba y, ch in a  cu pboa rd  on  left  a n d

firep la ce on  r igh t

10 . In ter ior , d in in groom , deta il, s h owin g bu ilt -in  ch in a  ca ba ret , form , fin is h , deta il, look in g ea s t
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11 . In ter ior , livin groom , view wes t  to ea s t  a n d  s h owin g overa ll fin is h , s ton e en d  wa ll a n d  a rch , etc.

12 . In ter ior , livin groom , view ea s t  to wes t  a n d  s h owin g firep la ce on  left , pa n eled  wa ll s u rfa ces , door

open in g in to s ta ir  h a ll with  livin groom  beyon d .

13 . In ter ior , deta il s h owin g “Gen t lem en ’s  Room ,” look in g from  ea s t  to wes t  a n d  s h owin g floor in g, bu ilt -in

book  ca s e, win dow with  a r t  gla s s  t ra n s om , etc.

14 . In ter ior , office, deta il of orn a m en ta l pa in t in g on  ceilin g

15 . In ter ior , deta il, s h owin g cock ta il lou n ge in  ba s em en t , Art  Deco-s tyle ba r , fin is h es , etc.

16 . In ter ior , deta il of s econ d  s tory in  h a llwa y, s h owin g u ps ta irs  ba lu s t ra de, bu ilt -in  clos et , door  t r im ,

etc., look in g s ou th

17 . In ter ior  s econ d  floor , bed room , s h owin g bow-fron t  ba y, fen es t ra t ion , t r im , etc.

18 .  In ter ior , bed room , s h owin g Arts -a n d -Cra fts -s tyle m a n tel

19 . In ter ior , s econ d  floor , bed room , s h owin g Fren ch  Provin cia l-s tyle m a n tel

20 . Th ird  floor , view s ou th  to n or th  a n d  s h owin g dou b le door  en t ra n ce from  s econ d  floor , floor in g,

fin is h es , etc.

21 . Ga ra ges  (Res ou rces  2  a n d  3 ), look in g s ou th

22 .  En try porta ls , look in g n or th
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Fig. 1   The diningroom of the Wells House, c. 1907, showing the ortiginal mahogany built-in sideboard, the wall finishes, etc.
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Fig. 2   The diningroom c. 1907 showing the original fireplace and the bow-front bay window.
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Fig. 3   The Ohio River and Newell, West Virginia c. 1906, after the completion of the suspension bridge (in background) by the

North American Manufacturing Company, the development arm of the Wells-Aaron parenership.  Virginia Terrace and the Wells

House are accessed from Sixth Street, out of this view to the right.
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