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G r i g i n a l  CondLt ion  
i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  t h e  dwel l ing  a t  "Wildwood" was a n  u n p r e t e n t i o u s  double  

D E S C R I P T I O N  
I 
I (Check One)  

a E x c e l l e n t  Good Faer S Dctcr~orated 0 Ruins (? Unexposed 
CONDITION 1 

l o g  c a b i n  s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1835 and f i n i s h e d  1836, hav ing  been b u i l t  
by John L i l l y ,  S r . ,  o f  B lues tone .  The o r i g i n a l  house c o n s i s t e d  of  f o u r  
rooms, two up and two down, w i t h  a  breezeway o r  c e n t e r  h a l l  between.  More 
t h a n  l i k e l y  t h e  s t a i r w a y  t o  t h e  upper rooms went from t h i s  h a l l .  O r i g i n -  
a l l y  t h e r e  were  two windows on t h e  f r o n t  i n  each  o f  t h e  f o u r  rooms b u t  now 
t h e r e  is o n l y  one window where t h e r e  were  two. T h i s  c o n c l u s i o n  was a r r i v e d  
a t  by examining s q u a r e s  c u t  o u t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  l o g s .  S i n c e  no mention w a s  
made of  a n  o u t s i d e  k i t c h e n ,  such  a s  somotLmes u s e d  i n  more p r e t e n t i o u s  
homes o f  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  I t a k e  it t h a t  food  was p r e p a r e d  i n  a l a r g e  f i r e p l a c e  
i n  one o f  t h e  d o w n s t a i r s  rooms. - 

-- 
(Check One) 

I y7 Alterea C Unaltered 

P e r i o d  Subsequent  t o  1874 - -- 
It. was n o t  u n t i l  1874 t h a t  "Wildwood" was remodeled a s  one s e e s  it today .  

The f o u r  rooms were  k e p t  a s  they  were b u t  two rooms were  added t o  t h e  back - 
a  d i n i n g  room a n d  k i t c h e n  w i t h  a  l o f t  o r  a t t i c  o v e r  t h e s e ,  made a c c e s s i b l e  
by a  small s t a i r w a y  go ing  up from t h e  k i t c h e n .  A wide  s t a i r w a y  w i t h  e a r l y  
b a n i s t e r  goes up from t h e  f r o n t  h a l l .  A l l  rooms were covered  w i t h  p i n e  
s h e a t h i n g ;  p robab ly  t h i s  was t h e r e  from t h e  f i r s t .  

(Check One) 

n Movea Orlgunal Sits 

Recent H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  House --- 
Large  beams have been exposed i n  t h e  two u p s t a i r s  bedrooms, which g i v e  

) € S C R I B E  T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  (if known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

( E e s c r  i p t  ion  by Nrs . N. M. R a l s t e n ,  a  g r a d u a t e  from Parsons  School o f  
Iks i g n ,  Pa r  i s ,  tn  A r c h i t e c t u r e  and Iks ign . ) 

them much charm. The s h e a t h i n g  h a s  been t a k e n  o f f  i f  one bedrosm and l o g s  
exposed ;  t h e  o t h e r  is  covered  w i t h  p l a s t e r  board .  The p i n e  s h e a t h i n g  i s  
s t i l l  i n  t h e  h a l l s .  T h e r e  i s  a  f i r e p l a c e  i n  e a c h  of  t h e  f o u r  rooms b u t  
man te l s  have been removed; t h r e e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l s  a r e  on t h e  p remises .  The 
f l o o r s  a r e  i n  good c o n d i t i o n  ( p i n e )  and  a l l  o r i g i n a l  e x c e p t  i n  d i n i n g  room 
a n d  k i t c h e n .  These  rooms were t u r n e d  i n t o  a  k i t c h e n - f a m i l y  room abou t  t e n  
y e a r s  ago.  The o u t s i d e  of t h e  house was w h i t e  c l a p b o a r d  and  a f r o n t  porch  
was added a t  t h e  t i m e  of  t h e  remode l l ing .  The house  h a s  a  gas  f u r n a c e  i n  
t h e  basement b u t  I am s u r e  it is n o t  u s a b l e  now. T h e r e  was no basement 
o r i g i n a l l y  . ~ l u m i n u m  s i d i n g  now c o v e r s  t h e  house .  

R e s t o r a t  i o n  P l a n s  
The house  w i l l  be  r e s t o r e d  t o  i t s  1874 ( o r  t h e r e a b o u t s )  c o n d i t i o n .  Alum- 

inum s i d i n g  w i l l  be  r e p l a c e d  w i t h  w h i t e  c l a p b o a r d ;  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p o r c h ,  known 
from an o l d  pho tograph ,  w i l l  r e p l a c e  t h e  p r e s e n t  one ;  rooms w i l l  be r e s t o r e d  
a s  t h e y  were  i n  B e c k l e y ' s  t i m e .  Cost  i s  e s t i m a t e d  a t  $34,000.  

Note:  M r s .  R a l s t e n  h a s  many v a l u a b l e  and  i n t e r e s t i n g  fami ly  hei r looms t o  
u s e  i n  t h e  house .  These  i n c l u d e  A l f r e d  B e c k l e y ' s  memo book as he w a s  
b u i l d i n g  'Wildwood"; h i s  d i a r y ;  a' b o o k l e t  on h i s  t r i p  t o  West P o i n t ;  h i s  
appointment  a s  2nd l i e u t e n a n t  s i g n e d  by Andrew J a c k s o n ;  a n o t h e r  l F t t e r  s i g n -  
e d  by John C. Calhoun, t h e n  S e c r e t a r y  of War, a n d  one by Rober t  E .  Lee;  f 
abou t -400  p i e c e s  o f  ' m a i l  t o - a n d  from him a n d  h i s  f a m i l y ;  t h e  f i r s t . M r s i  ,- 

Beckley 's wedding dress and p e a r l  t i a r a ;  Genera l  Beckley ' s  f a v o r i t e  c h a i r ,  

- 
c 

Cont 'd .  ' 
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7 .  D e s c r i p t i o n  - c o n t i n u e d  ( A l f r e d  Beckley Home) 

and  o t h e r  i tems .* There  a r e  p l a n s  t o  add  t h e  L u c i l l e  R a l s t e n  l o t  shown on 
t h e  p r o p e r t y  map t o  t h e  complex, and  c o n v e r t i n g  t h e  house t o  a  museum. 

* According t o  t r a d i t i o n ,  s e v e r a l  of t h e s e  t r e a s u r e s  were b u r i e d  by Genera l  
Beckley under h i s  f i r s t  w i f e ' s  c r y p t  - t h e n  exhumed by L i e u t e n a n t  ( l a t e r  
P r e s i d e n t )  R u t h e r f o r d  B. Hayes, on ly  t o  be r e t u r n e d  t o  General  Beckley.  
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I T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  , 
The l a n d  on which 'Wildwood" was b u i l t  once was owned by John Beckley,  

a  man prominent  i n  e a r l y  American h i s t o r y ;  t h e  house was b u i l t  f o r  h i s  s o n ,  
A l f r e d ,  a s  a  l o g  s t r u c t u r e  i n  1835-36 by John L i l l y ,  t h e  most  t y p i c a l  name 
i n  sou thwes te rn  V i r g i n i a  h i s t o r y .  The house was remodeled by Genera l  
A l f r e d  Beckley,  founder  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  B e c k k y ,  a m u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  20 ,000  
p e r s o n s .  The house  i s  now owned by t h e  R a l e i g h  County H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  
which has  p l a n s  t o  r e s t o r e  it t o  t h e  p e r i o d  of  Genera l  B e c k l e y t s  ownership .  

John Beckley,  from whom t h e  c i t y  o r i g i n a l l y  d e r i v e d  i t s  name, p o s s e s s e d  
v a s t  h o l d i n g s  i n  what i s  now s o u t h e r n  West V i r g i n i a .  While a  s t u d e n t  a t  
Wi l l i am and Mary C o l l e g e ,  he was one of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  members of  P h i  Beta  
Kappa f r a t e r n i t y  and l a t e r  became one o f  t h e  founders  of t h e  Repub l ican  
P a r t y .  He was f i r s t  c l e r k  o f  t h e  House of  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  d u r i n g  t h e  pre-  
s i d e n c i e s  o f  Washington,  t h e  o l d e r  Adams, and J e f f e r s o n .  He was,  i n  1783, 
Mayor o f  Richmond, V i r g i n i a ,  and  a  member o f  t h e  Board o f  Aldermen; c l e r k  
of  t h e  House of De lega tes  and  S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Convention o f  Vi rg inLa  on 
t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  1788; f h r s t  L i b r a r i a n  o f  Congress and  a warm f r i e n d  o f  
J e f f e r s o n .  H i s  o n l y  s o n ,  A l f r e d ,  was born on C a p i t o l  H i l l  May 26 ,  1802,  
dur ing  J e f f e r s o n ' s  f i r s t  term a s  P r e s i d e n t .  John Beckley d i e d  i n  1807.  

S-tl$sequently h i s  w i f e  re-moved w i t h  A l f r e d  t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  t h a t  b e i n g  
h e r  former  home. I n  May 1814 t h e y  a c c e p t e d  an i n v i t a t i o n  t o  l i v e  w i t h  
l i f e - l o n g  f r i e n d s ,  C a p t a i n  and M r s .  John Fowler i n  E'rankfort ,  Kentucky.  
While t h e r e  A l f r e d  was a  p u p i l  o f  Kean OfHara ,  one o f  t h e  f i n e s t  c l a s s i c a l  
t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  He o b t a i n e d  a n  e x c e l l e n t  background f o r  h i s  f u t u r e  
s c h o o l i n g  a t  West P o i n t .  

I n  1819 James Monroe, t h e n  P r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  and  a  p e r s o n a l  
f r i e n d  of  John Beckley,  on t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of  h i s  mother t h r o u g h  Genera l  
Wi l l i am Henry H a r r i s o n ,  gave him a n  appointment  t o  West P o i n t .  Upon a n  
i n v i t a t i o n  from Genera l  H a r r i s o n ,  who was then  a  U .  S .  S e n a t o r ,  A l f r e d  
Beckley became a  g u e s t  of  t h e  fami ly  a t  North Bend, Ohio,  f o r  s i x  months, 
s t u d y i n g  w i t h  t h e  H a r r i s o n  c h i l d r e n  under  a  p r i v a t e  i n s t r u c t o r .  H e  was 
t h e n  s e n t  t o  West P o i n t  by S e n a t o r  H a r r i s o n  and a r r i v e d  September 25,  1819. 
He g r a d u a t e d  on J u l y  1, 1823,  and was commissioned a  2nd l i e u t e n a n t  of  t h e  
4 t h  Regiment o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A r t i l l e r y .  He s e r v e d  12 y e a r s  i n  t h e  
U. S .  Army: two i n  F l o r i d a ,  two a t  Old P o i n t  Comfort ,  V i r g i n i a ,  s i x  a t  t h e  
Al legany A r s e n a l ,  P i t t s b u r g h ,  a n d  two y e a r s  i n  t h e  g a r r i s o n  a t  F o r t  Hamil- 
t o n ,  New York. I n  t h e  C i v i l  War he  s e r v e d  a s  B r i g a d i e r - G e m r a l ,  CSA. 

I n  1836,  h a v i n g  m a r r i e d  Amelia N e v i l l e  C r a i g  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  b e f d r e ,  A l f r e  
r e s i g n e d  h i s  Commission a s  1st l i e u t e n a n t ' a n d  mo;ed from P i t t s b u r e  t o  
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E'ayette County (now Ra le igh  County) w i t h  t h e  i d e a  of improving h i s  i n t e r e s t s  
i n  t h e  Noore Beckley P a t e n t ,  a  v a s t  t r a c t  o f  l a n d  170,038 a c r e s  i n  e x t e n t ,  
w i l l e d  t o  him by h i s  f a t h e r ,  John.  He b rough t  h i s  w i f e  and t h r e e  s o n s ,  John ,  
N e v i l l e ,  and  Henry Mar t in ,  t o  t h e  v a s t  w i l d e r n e s s  i n  1822. They h a d  s ix  s o n s  
and  when t h e i r  only  daugh te r  was s i x  weeks o l d ,  Xrs .  Beckley d i e d  of  t h e  
"ague ." I n  1850 he was m a r r i e d  t o  Jane  Ropp; t h e y  were t h e  p a r e n t s  o f  t h r e e  
more c h i l d r e n .  

Genera l  Beckley gave l a n d  t o  t h e  town f o r  a l l  t h e  s t r e e t s ,  t h e  c o u r t  
house  s q u a r e  and h a l f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  l o t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  s c h o o l ,  c h u r c h ,  a n d  
j a i l .  H i s  whole l i f e  a f t e r  coming t o  Beckley was s p e n t  u n s e l f i s h l y  f o r  t h e  
development and b e t t e r m e n t  o f  t h e  community. He was i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  fo rming  
R a l e i g h  County ; worked t i r e l e s s l y  t o  g e t  t h e  Giles-Kanawha Turnp ike  t h r o u g h  
Beckley ; s e r v e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  He s e r v e d  a s  B r i g a d i e r - G e n e r a l  
d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War. - 

He d i e d  May 2 6 ,  1888, and  w a s  p u t  t o  r e s t  a t  h i s  beloved 'Wildwood." 
The second Mrs. Beckley l i v e d  on i n  t h e  home u n t i l  s h e  d i e d  i n  1901; a t  

h e r  d e a t h  it went o u t  of  t h e  hands of  t h e  fami ly  and  was s o l d  t o  t h e  L i l l y  
Land Company. U n t i l  purchased  by DF. a n d  M r s .  M .  M.  R a l s t e n  (Mrs. R a l s t e n  
i s  a  g rea t -g randdaugh te r  o f  Genera l  Beckley)  six y e a r s  ago,  it had n e v e r  been 
unoccup ied  i n  t h e  128 y e a r s .  

E N T R Y  N U M B E R  1 D A T E  

I 



Harlow,  Warren.  Beck ley ,  U .S .A .  B e c k l e y ,  1955 .  

1 R a l e i g h  County I s s u e ,  West - V i r g i n i a  Review,  "01. 2 0  (March, 1 9 4 3 ) .  

/ L u c i l l e  Campbell R a l s t e n ,  " H i s t o l y  o f  'Wildwood."' r e p r i n t  o f  p a p e r  
g i v e n  b e f o r e  t h e  R a l e i g h  County H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  some y e a r s  ago .  
A copy i s  e n c l o s e d  a s  m h i b i t  1. 

I 
I 

and  Mrs. Edmund. Cf .  l e t t e r  c o n c e r n i n g  l i f e  o f  John Beck ley .  j 
I 
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I i I 

/ S T A T E :  I C O D E  I C O U N T Y :  C O D E  1 
I 

I I 1 I 

l S T A T E .  / C O D E  ' C O U N T Y '  

I 
S T A T E :  I C O D E  

I 
. FOFiAi PREPARED BY 1 

~ N A M E  A N D  T I T L E .  1 

C O U N T Y  - 

R a l e i g h  County H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  I n c o r p o r a t e d  J u n e  1 6 ,  1969 
T R E E T  A N D N U M B E R :  

L u c i l l e  C. R a l s t e n ,  T r u s t e e  a n d  d i r e c t  d e s c e n d a n t  o f  Gene ra l  Becklev  I 

117 H i l l  P a r k  Dr ive  
I T Y  O R  T O W N  

Beck ley  h 

STATE L l A f S O N  O F F I C E R  CERTlF fCA 1 ION 

) R G A N I  Z A T I O N  

A s  the designated S t a t e  L i a i s o n  O f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  X a -  

tional H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  A c t  o f  1966 ( P u b l i c  L a w  

89-665). 1 h e r e b y  n o m i n a t e  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  

in the N a t i o n a l  Register  a n d  c e r t i f y  that i t  h a s  b e e n  

e v a l u a t e d  a c c o r d i n g  to t h e  c r i t e r i a  and p r o c e d u r e s  sed 

f o r t h  b y  the N a t i o n a l  P a rk  S e r v i c e .  The r e c o m m e n d e d  

l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  th i s  n o m i n a t i o n  is: 

Nat iona l  a Stat? Local 6 

D A T E  I 

N a m e  - 
I / 

Title A c t i n g  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  L i a i s o n  
O f f i c e r  

Date J u l y  8 ,  1970 :. 

West V i r g i n i a .  25801 / 4 7  1 
NAT IONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I 

T A T E  

I h e r e b y  c e r t i f y  that this property is included in the  

N a t i o n a l  Register. 

C O D E  
I 

C h i e f ,  O f f i c e  o f  A r c h e o l o g y  and H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  1 

D a t e  I 
A T T E S T :  

L 

- 
Keeper o f  The N a t i o n a l  R e g r s t e r  

Late i 






