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1. Name of Property 
historic name N/A 
other nameslsite number We1 1 s-Twyf ord House 

2. Location 
street & number WV 3oute 2 and Kahle S t .  m o t  for publication 
city, town Sistersville jxl vicinity 
state West Vircrinia code wv county Tvler code 095 zip code 7 6 1  7 5  

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property - - Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 
&J private 
q public-local 

public-State 
C] public-Federal 

bc building(s) 
district 
site 
structure 
object 

Name of related multiple property listing: 

Contributing Noncontributing 
2 0 buildings 

sites 
structures 
objects 

2 n Total 
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 0 

4. StatelFederal Agency Certification 

As the.designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
meets 0 does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 
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State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets n d o e s  not meet the National Register criteria. see continuation sheet. 
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5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

n e n t e r e d  in the National Register. 
Cr] See continuation sheet. 
determined eligible for the National 
Register. See continuation sheet. 

ndetermined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

Cr] removed from the National Register. 
other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Funct~ons (enter categories from ~nstructions) Current Funct~ons (enter categories from Instructions) 

7. Description 
Arch~tectural Class~fication Mater~als (enter categories from lnstructlons) 
(enter categorles from instructions) 

foundation Sands tone 
walls weatherboard 

Othe r :  I-house 
roof Aspha l t  s h i n q l e  

Dexr lbe present and historic 7hysical appearance. 
The Xells-,Twyford xouse was b u i l t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  C i v i l  War t o  f u n c t i o n  a s  t h e  
main d w e l l i n g  on a  farm t r a c t  of s i x  hundred twenty-two a c r e s  s o u t h  of  S i s -  
t e r s v i l l e  i n  Ty le r  County,  V i r g i n i a .  The two-story frame s t r u c t u r e  c o n t a i n € ,  
e l e v e n  rooms, two s t a i r w a y s ,  f i v e  f i r e p l a c e s ,  and three chimneys. The 
wooden mante l  p i e c e s ,  baseboards ,  c l o s e t ,  and woodwork t r i m  a r e  a l l  p a i n t e d  
and  have a  p l a i n ,  u t i l i t a r i a n  des ign .  I n t e r i o r  w a l l s  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  rooms 
a r e  o f  h o r s e  h a i r  bound p l a s t e r  on wood l a t h e .  The most d e c o r a t i v e  f e a t u r e  
of t h e  house i s  t h e  s t a i r w a y  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  h a l l  which c o n t a i n s  newels ,  r a i l -  
i n g s ,  and b a l u s t e r s  from c h e r r y  wood. A unique f e a t u r e  of t h e  house i s  t h e  
bedroom o v e r  t h e  k i t c h e n  which,  a t  one time, w a s  o n l y  a c c e s s i b l e  by a  s t a i r -  
case l e a d i n g  from t h e  k i t c h e n .  Con jec tu re  i s  t h a t  t h i s  was a  bedroom f o r  
t h e  s l a v e  cook o r  k i t c h e n  h e l ?  when t h e  house was c o n s t m c t e d .  The one 
anx1ilaz-y b u i l d i n g  on t h e  l o t  i s  a  two-s tory ,  two c a r  ga rage  t h a t  may have 
been  used  as a  ba rn  a t  t h e  t u r n  of  t h e  c e n t u r y .  

The  Wells-Tyyford House f a c e s  t h e  e a s t  a t  t h e  nouth  of Narrows Run Hollow. 
I t  s i t s  on a h igh  s t o n e  founda t ion  and h a s  an L-shaped c o n f i g u r a t i o n .  An- 
o t h e r  way t o  d e s c r i b e  i t s  shape  i s  an I-House w i t h  a  r e a r  e l  a t t a c h e d  on 
t h e  n o r t h w e s t  s i d e  of  t h e  I .  The f r o n t  of t h e  house h a s  a  symmetr ical  com- 
p o s i t i o n  w i t h  a  passage  th rough t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  house.  These f e a t u r e s  
a re  b a s i c  t o  l a t e  Georgian a r c h i t e c t u r e  b u t ,  a s  was common w e s t  of  t h e  
Appa lach ians ,  a d a p t a t i o n s  t o  c l i m a t e  and t o  changing l i f e s t y l e s  b rough t  
m o d i f i c a t i o n s  t o  t h e  b a s i c  p l ans .  

The best example of  a d a p t a t i o n  of  t h e  house t o  t h e  l a n d  i s  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  
of  t h e  s i t e .  S e i n q  a t  t h e  mouth of Narrows Run riollow w i t h  n i n e  windows 
and  a c e n t r a l  door  f a c i n g  t h e  hollow has  a s su red  a l l  r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  
house c o o l ,  comfor t ab l e  summer n i g h t s .  Even i n  modern t i m e s  no c o n s i d e r a -  
t i o n  t o  a i r  c o n d i t i o n  t h e  house has  been e n t e r t a i n e d .  The house i s  s i t u -  
ated above t h e  Ohio River  fjlood p l a i n  s o  t h a t  it has  neve r  been f l o o d e d .  
An example o f  a d a p t a t i o n  t o  t h e  c l i m a t e  i s  t h e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  of t h e  k i t -  
chen a t  t h e  end of t h e  e l  i n s t e a d  of b e i n g  a  s e p a r a t e  b u i l d i n g .  The 
s lave /cook  had a  room above t h e  k i t c h e n  i n s t e a d  o f  be ing  housed i n  a  
s e p a r a t e  b u i l d i n g .  The L-shaped back porch was enc losed  on b o t h  ends  t o  
g i v e  s h e l t e r  from p r e v a i l i n g  s torms from t h e  w e s t  and sou th .  The end o f  
t h i s  porch behlnd  t h e  k i t c h e n  was made i n t o  a room t h a t  has  se rved  as a 
p a n t r y  and a s  a  l aundry  room. The o t h e r  end of  t h e  L-shaped porch,  a l s o  
f a c i n g  s o u t h ,  w a s  enc losed  t o  s h e l t e r  an  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  c e l l a r .  T h i s  
e n t r a n c e  was th rough a  door  i n  t h e  ~ r c h  f l o o r  which hinged t o  an u ~ r i g h t  
p o s i t i o n  and p e r m i t t e d  a  person t o  go i n t o  t h e  walkway and down s t a i r s  

See continuation sheet 
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i n t o  t h e  c e l l a r  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  exposed t o  i n c l e m e n t  w e a t h e r .  Having t h e  
c e l l a r  b e n e a t h  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  house  i n s t e a d  of  i n  a  s e p a r a t e  b u i l d i n g  i s  
s t i l l  a n o t h e r  example  o f  a d a p t a t i o n  o f  house d e s i g n  t o  t h e  c l i m a t e .  

The e a s t  e l e v a t i c ~  o f  t h e  h o u s e  i s  f i v e  bays  wide .  I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  d a r k  
g r e e n  s h u t t e r s  have  been  i n s t a l l e d  on t h e  f i v e  u p s t a i r s  windows a n d  t h e  
two exposed windows on t h e  f i r s t  l e v e l ,  The c o r n e r s  o f  t h e  house  a r e  de -  
f i n e d  w i t h  v e r t i c a l  b o a r d s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  s i x  i n c h e s  wide  w i t h  a  s l i g h t l y  
e l e v a t e d  o n e  i n c h  f rame .  The t o p  o f  t h e  c o r n e r b o a r d s  a r e  s q u a r e  shaped  
a n d  o u t l i n e d  by t h e  same one  i n c h  f r a m e  s t r i p  g i v i n g  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  o f  a  
c a p i t a l .  o ld  p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  t h e  h o u s e  r e v e a l  t h a t  t h e  c o r n e r b o a r d s  a n d  
window c a s i n g s  were  p a i n t e d  a d a r k  c o l o r  t o  c o n t r a s t  t h e  w h i t e  s i x  i n c h  
w e a t h e r b o a r d  s i d i n g .  T h e r e  i s  a  one s t o r y  t w e n t y - s i x  f o o t  l o n g  f r o n t  p o r c h  
on t h i s  eas t  s i d e  o f  t h e  Wells-Twyford House. The p o r c h  i s  s u p p o r t e d  by  
f o u r  t u r n e d ,  square b a s e  p o s t s  and i s  d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  wood c a r v e d  f i l i g r e e d  
p a t t e r n  a l o n g  t h e  c e i l i n g - r o o f  l i n e .  The two s t e p s  and t h e i r  a b u t m n e t s  
a re  f l a t  r i v e r  s a n d s t o n e s .  The f r o n t  e n t r y  o f  t h e  h o u s e  i s  a  wooden, 
p a n e l e d  d o o r  w i t h  t r a n s o m  a n d  s i d e  l i g h t s .  There  a re  two rows o f  f i v e  
l i g h t s  i n s t a l l e d  4+"x13" i n  t h e  t r ansom.  The s i d e l i g h t s  which f l a n k  t h e  
d o o r  on b o t h  sides a r e  composed o f  t h r e e  rows of two l i g h t s  i n s t a l l e d  
13°x4*w. 

The n o r t h  e l e v a t i o n  o f  t h e  h o u s e  c o n t a i n s  a n  i n t e r i o r  b r i c k  chimney on 
t h e  g a b l e d  end .  T h i s  c h i n n e y  h a s  a n  e a s t - w e s t  o r i e n t a t i o n .  A c r o s s  ?em- 
ber which c o n n e c t e d  t h e  two e n d s  o f  t h e  g a b l e  h a s  been removed. T h e r e  
a r e  e i g h t  windows on t h i s  s i d e  of t h e  h o u s e ;  t h e  f o u r  on t h e  second  f l o o r  
a r e  a l i g n e d  t o  t h e  f o u r  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  One ' can  d e d u c e  f rom t h e  
c o n t i n u i t y  o f  t h e  s t o n e  f o u n d a t i o n  and wooden s i d i n g  t h a t  t h e  e l  which 
c o n t i n u e s  from t h e  n o r t h  g a b l e d  end o f  t h e  house  was a p a r t  o f  t h e  o r i -  
g i n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  An i n t e r i o r  b r i c k  chimney i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  w e s t e r l y  
h a l f  of t h e  e l  and h a s  a n o r t h - s o u t h  o r i e n t a t i o n .  

The w e s t  e l e v a t i o n  o f  t h e  h o u s e  r e v e a l s  t h e  end o f  t h e  e l ,  one  end o f  t h e  
L-shaped e n c l o s e d  one  s t o r y  p o r c h ,  and t h e  back s i d e  o f  t h e  I-House w i t h  
i t s  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  e n c l o s e d  porch .  T h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  windows on t h e  second 
f l o o r  o f  t h e  I - ~ o u s e  p o r t i o n ;  t h e r e  i s  one window be low on t h e  e n c l o s e d  
p o r c h .  B d o o r  a t  g round  l e v e l  l e a d s  i n t o  t h e  walkway o f  t h e  c e l l a r  l o -  
c a t e d  u n d e r  t h e  I-House p o r t i o n .  The w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  e l  h a s  a s m a l l  
c a s e m e n t  window which was i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  1950s.  The w e s t  end of  t h e  
e n c l o s e d  p o r c h ,  a  f i n i s h e d  room u s e d  a s  a pantry.;, a p p e a r s  t o  have S e e n  

a  p a r t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o r  an  a d d i t i o n  added  v e r y  soon a f t e r  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  b e c a u s e  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  i s  o f  t h e  same t y p e  o f  s t o n e  a s  t h e  
h o u s e  f o u n d a t i o n  a n d  t h e  p a n t r y ' s  window i s  l i k e  t h e  windows i n  t h e  rest  
o f  t h e  house .  The c o r n e r b o a r d s  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  e l  have two s q u a r e  
c a p i t a l s .  O r i g i n a l l y  g u t t e r s  d i r e c t e d  t h e  run-off  f rom t h e  e l  i n t o  a 
l a r g e  wooden barrel t h a t  w a s  on a  p l a t f o r m  one s t o r y  h i g h  a n d  a t t a c h e d  t o  
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t h e  w e s t  end o f  t h e  e l .  T h i s  a r r a n g e m e n t  was r e p l a c e d  by o n e  which  d i r e c t -  
ed t h e  run-of f  i n t o  a c i s t e r n  l o c a t e d  some t e n  f e e t  f rom t h e  s o u t h w e s t  c o r -  
n e r  of t h e  house .  T h a t  a r r a n g e m e n t  h a s  been r e p l a c e d  by t h e  S i s t e r s v i l l e  
c i t y  w a t e r  s y s t e m ,  

The s o u t h  e l e v a t i o n  o f  t h e  h o u s e  i s  composed o f  t h e  g a b l e d  end o f  t h e  I- 
House which h a s  a n  i n t e r i o r  b r i c k  chimney o r i e n t e d  e a s t - w e s t  and  h a s  no  
windows. The t w e l v e  f o o t  w i d e  L-shaped porch a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  
c o r n e r  o f  t h e  I-House p o r t i o n  a p p e a r s  t o  have been c l o s e d  on t h e  s o u t h  
s i d e  a t  o r  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s i n c e  t h e r e  i s  a c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  
t h e  s t o n e  f o u n d a t i o n ,  t h e  s i d i n g ,  and  t h e  i n s i d e  w a l l  o f  t h e  p o r c h  i s  
p l a s t e r  o v e r  l a t h e .  The r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  porch f rom t h e  p a n t r y ' s  s o u t h  
w a l l  was e n c l o s e d  w i t h  s i d i n g ,  f o u r  windows, and a d o o r  on t h e  s o u t h  side 
in t h e  1 9 2 0 s .  Above, t h e  e l  h a s  f o u r  windows on t h e  second  f l o o r ,  The 
L-shaped p o r c h  h a s  a d e e p  o v e r h a n g  t o  g i v e  p r o t e c t i o n  f rom t h e  s u n  a n d  
o t h e r  w e a t h e r  e l e m e n t s  coming f rom t h e  s o u t h  and w e s t .  

The low p i t c h e d  g a b l e  roof  was o r i g i n a l l y  covered  by t i n .  T h i s  t i n  r o o f  
was r e p l a c e d  i n  1976 w i t h  a s p h a l t  s h i n g l e s .  The windows i n  t h e  h o u s e  a re  
d o u b l e  hung. The u p p e r  s a s h e s  a r e  f i x e d .  The lower  s a s h e s  are f a s h i o n e d  
so t h a t  pegs  i n s e r t e d  i n  t h e  s i d e f r a m e s  cou ld  p o s i t i o n  them. The windows 
h a v e  s i x - o v e r - s i x  l i g h t s  w i t h  s l e n d e r  munt ins  which p r o v i d e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
27"x48" a r e a  o f  l i g h t .  T h e r e  a r e  some panes o f  o r i g i n a l ,  o r  v e r y  o l d ,  
glass r e m a i n i n g  i n  t h e  t w e n t y - f i v e  windows of  t h e  house .  

E s s e n t i a l l y ,  t h e  e x t e r i o r  o f  t h e  Wells-'Ttsyford House h a s  been  m o d i f i e d  L :  

v e r y  l i t t l e  s i n c e  it was c o n s t r u c t e d .  The crossmember ledges on t h e  
gabled e n d s  o f  t h e  I-House p o r t i o n  have  been removed. T h e  e x i s t i n g  L-  
s h a p e d  b a c k  p o r c h  h a s  b e e n  e n t i r e l y  e n c l o s e d  from a p a r t i a l l y  e n c l o s e d  
p l a n  a t  o r  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  I n  b o t h  c a s e s ,  t h e s e  c h a n g e s  a r e  
e a s i l y  r e v e r s i b l e .  P h o t o g r a p k s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t h a t  s u b s t a n t i a t e  a l l  o f  
t h e  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  e x t e r i o r  of t h e  house  and would s e r v e  a s  a u t h e n t i c  
g u i d e s  t o  r e s t o r a t i o n  of t h e  h o u s e  t o  i t s  o r i g i n a l ,  e x t e r n a l  a p p e a r a n c e .  

The i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  Wells-Twyford House has had no  basic s t r u c t u r a l  a l t e r -  
a t i o n s .  T h e r e  have been  c o s m e t i c  c h a n g e s  such  a s  t h e  p a i n t i n g  of  woodwork 
a n d  o f  f l o o r s  a r o u n d  a r e a  r u g s .  A s p h a l t  t i l e s  have been  p l a c e d  on t h e  
f l o o r s  i n  two o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  rooms. P l a i n  f i b e r b o a r d  t i l e s  w e r e  i n -  
s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  f o u r  u p s t a i r s  bedroom c e i l i n g s  and t h e  k i t c h e n  c e i l i n g  
d u e  bo t h e  a g i n g  of  p l a s t e r  on l a t h e .  

T h e r e  h a v e  been m o d i f i c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  h e a t i n g  and l i g h t i n g  s y s t e m s .  When 
n e a r b y  S i s t e r s v i l l e  e x p e r i e n c e d  i t s  o i l  boom, w e l l s  were  d r i l l e d  a n d  were  
p r o d u c t i v e  on t h e  Wells farm.  I n  1890 a n  o i l  and g a s  l e a s e  drawn u p  by  
A.J. Mercer t o  F r a n c e s  4. Wells (Mrs. Earney)  p rov ided  f r e e  g a s  t o  t h e  
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main house  on t h e  Wells f a m e L  T h i s  house was plumbed f o r  g a s  and t h e  f i r e -  
p l a c e s  were  c l o s e d .  The house was wired f o r  e l e c m t y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1930s.  

The d e s i r e  t o  modernize  prompted t h e  e n c l o s u r e  of t h e  o f f s e t s  b e s i d e  t h e  
f i r e p l a c e s  i n  two bedrooms t o  p rov ide  c l o s e t  space  and i n  t h e  k i t c h e n  t o  
p rov ide  cupboard space. The p a r t i a l l y  enc losed  porch was; f u l l y  e n c l o s e d  
t o  p r o v i d e  space  f o r  a  bathroom and t o  make t h e  house warmer i n  t h e  win- 
t e r .  These i n t e r i o r  a d d i t i o n s  a r e  o f  wal lboard c o n s t r u c t i o n  and could  
e a s i l y  b e  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l a n .  

Two d o o r s  have been c u t .  One i s  between t h e  cook/s lave bedroom and t h e  
t h i r d  bedroom u p s t a i r s .  The o t h e r  i s  on t h e  w e s t  w a l l  o f  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  
s i t t i n g  room i n  o r d e r  t o  p rov ide  pas sage  t o  t h e  bathroom. The s t e e p  
nar row s t e p s  from t h e  k i t c h e n  t o  t h e  cook/s lave bedroom have been removed. 
The l o c a t i o n  and t h e  appea rance  i n  t h e  k i t c h e n  a r e  known from a n  old  
photograph .  From viewing o t h e r  r e s t o r a t i o n s  it seems t h a t  t h e s e  two 
changes  could  be r e v e r s e d  and a  r e p l i c a  of t h e  s t e p s  c o u l d  b e  i n s t a l l e d  
w i t h  l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t y .  When one c o n s i d e r s  t h e  age  o f  t h e  house and i t s  
c o n t i n u a l  u s e  a s  a  r e s i d e n c e ,  one can  o n l y  l aud  i t s  d e s i g n  and s t u r d y ,  
w e l l  c r a f t e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  i t s  ownersD c o n s c i e n t u o u s  main tanence .  

The Xells-Twyford House has  a l m o s t  2700 square  f e e t  o f  l i v i n g  space .  The 
a r c h i t r a v e s  f o r  windows and d o o r s  th roughout  t h e  house a r e  a l l  o r i g i n a l .  
The mould ings1  o n l y  d e c o r a t i v e  f e a t u r e  i s  t h e  over lapped  r e c t a n g u l a r  
wooden s t r i p  p a t t e r n .  There  a r e  t e n  i n c h  high baseboa rds  i n  a l l  rooms. 
A l l  woodwork i s  p a i n t e d .  Q u a r t e r  round has  been added i n  some rooms 
d u r i n g  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  F l o o r s  a r e  t h e  wide board t y p e  h e l d  i n  p l a c e  by 
square-headed n a i l s .  

The f r o n t  e n t r y  of  t h e  house l e a d s  i n t o  a  c e n t r a l  h a l l .  Opcos i t e  t h i s  
f r o n t  e n t r y  door  i s  a n o t h e r  d o o r  which onens o n t o  an L-shaped enc losed  
porch .  T h i s  main e n t r y  h a l l  h a s  an  open s t a i rway  w i t h  two tu rned  b a l u s -  
t e r s  t o  t h e  s t e p ,  e a c h  d i f f e r e n t  because  of va ry ing  l e n g t h s .  The newel 
p o s t s ,  b a l u s t e r s ,  and r a i l i n g s  a r e  of  c h e r r y  wood. There  a r e  two l a n d i n g s  
and b o t h  a n  e a s t  and w e s t  window on t h e  second s t o r y  of  t h e  hal lway.  
The s t a i r  w e l l  i s  encased  pn t h e  upper  l e v e l  w i t h  t h e  b a l u s t e r s  and r a i l -  
i n g .  The space  below t h e  s t e p s  under  t h e  main f l i g h t  o f  s t e p s  i s  f i n i s h -  
ed and i s  used f o r  s t o r a g e .  

On e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h i s  c e n t r a l  h a l l  t h e r e  i s  a  s i t t i n g  room. Each 
measures  1 7 ' x l 8 ' x 9 '  and  each  h a s  a f i r e p l a c e .  The m a n t e l s  i n  t h e s e  two 
rooms a r e  of p l a i n  w o o d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i t h  beveled edges .  The s o u t h e a s t e r -  

n --- Gas Leases  16 :  64 ,  T y l e r  County Courthouse,  C l e r k  of C o u r t s  
O f f i c e ,  ~ i d d l e b o u r n e ,  West V i r g i n i a .  



Unlted States Department of the interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number Page 4 

ly s i t t i n g  room has  two windows on t h e  e a s t  and had two on t h e  w e s t .  The 
window a r e a s  of t h e s e  two w e s t e r l y  windows were f i l l e d  i n  when t h e  porch 
o n t o  which t h e y  opened was enc losed .  The window f rames  a r e  s t i l l  i n  p l a c e .  
The f r o n t  n o r t h e a s t e r l y  s i t t i n q  room has  two windows on t h e  e a s t  and one 
on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e .  T h i s  n o r t h e a s t e r l y  s i t t i n g  room has  a f l o o r  t o  c e i l i n g  
s t o r a g e  c a b i n e t  b u i l t  on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  of t h e  f i r e p l a c e .  Th i s  c a b i n e t  
h a s  a p a i r  of 58" pane led  d o o r s  above and a p a i r  of  pane led  24+" d o o r s  a t  
t h e  bottom. The c a r p e n t r y ,  s t y l e ,  and hardware s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h i s  c a b i n e t  
may have been i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  plan of t h e  house.  

Above e a c h  of t h e  s i t t i n q  rooms i s  a  bedroom of i d e n t i c a l  dimensions ex- 
c e p t  t h a t  c e i l i n g s  a r e  e i g h t  f e e t  h igh .  The s o u t h e a s t  bedroom has  two 
windows f a c i n g  e a s t  and two windows f a c i n g  w e s t .  The f i r e p l a c e  i s  f l a n k e d  
by c l o s e t s  added i n  t h e  1930s.  The n o r t h e a s t  bedroom h a s  a  c l o s e t  t o  t h e  
r i g h t  o f  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  and three windows o r i e n t e d  as t h e  windows i n  t h e  
s i t t i n g  room below. The man te l s  i n  t h e s e  bedrooms a r e  r e c t a n g u l a r  i n  
shape  and very p l a i n .  

The d i n i n q  room, 1 5 ' x l 9 ' x 9 ' ,  connec ts  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  s i t t i n g  room w i t h  t h e  
k i t c h e n .  The d i n i n g  room has  a  f i r e p u c e  and f l o o r  t o  c e i l i n q  s t o r a g e  
c a b i n e t  i d e n t i c a l  i n  s i z e  and arrangement  w i t h  t h e  one i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  
s i t t i n g  room. There  a r e  two windows on t h e  n o r t h  side of  t h e  room and 
one  window on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  which f a c e s  o n t o  t h e  enc losed  porch. There  
i s  a door from t h e  d i n i n g  room t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  s i t t i n g  room a s  w e l l  a s  
a door  o n t o  t h e  e n c l o s e d  porch.  There  i s  no ev idence  t h a t  there e v e r  was 
a d o o r  on t h e  opening  from t h e  d i n i n g  room i n t o  t h e  k i t c h e n .  A r i g h t  
a n q l e  o r  c o r n e r  e n c l o s e d  s t a i r w a y  r i s e s  from t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  
d i n i n g  room t o  a  c e n t r a l l y  l o c a t e d  bedroom. There  i s  a  low door  i n  t h e  
d i n i n q  room which p rov ides  e n t r y  t o  a  small c l o s e t  under  t h e s e  c o r n e r  
s t a i r s ,  There  i s  a  d o o r  on t h e  second s t e p  of t h e  s t a i r w a y .  The o u t s i d e  
w a l l  of  t h e  s t a i r w a y  is  p l a s t e r e d  w a l l  wh i l e  t h e  i n s i d e  w a l l  i s  of wood. 
The s t e p s  a r e  even b u t  s t e e p  w i t h  no r a i l i n g .  The r i g h t  a n q l e  t u r n  i s  
a c h i e v e d  by t h r e e  t r i a n g u l a r  shaped s t e p s .  

The t h i r d  c e n t r a l l y  l o c a t e d  bedroom above t h e  d i n i n q  room h a s  two windows 
on t h e  n o r t h  side and two windows on t h e  sou th  side. There  i s  a d o o r  
which connec t s  t h i s  bedroom w i t h  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  bedroom. A passageway 
opens  i n t o  t h e  s lave /cook  bedroom. A p l a i n  wooden b a l u s t r a d e  o u t l i n e s  
t h e  south s i d e  of t h e  c o r n e r  s t a i r w e l l .  The b a l u s t e r s  a r e  un i formly  
shaped s l a t s .  

The k i t c h e n ,  13 'x15 ' ,  i s  l o c a t e d  o n . t h e  nor thwes t  end o f  t h e  ouse  and 
h a s  a  n o r t h  window. The f l r e o l a c e  i n  t h e  k l t c h e n  which s h a r e 2  t h e  same 
i n t e r i o r  b r i c k  chimney w i t h  t h e  d i n i n g  room has  been e n c l o s e d .  A c a b i n e t  
was b u i l t  i n  t h e  s p a c e  between t h e  f i r e p l a c e  and t h e  n o r t h  w a l l .  A case -  
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ment window over  t h e  s i n k  a r e a  was i n s t a l l e d  on t h e  windowless w e s t  s i d e  o f  
t h e  k i t c h e n  i n  t h e  1950s.  A s t e e p ,  s t r a i g h t  s t a i r w a y  w i t h  a door  was l o -  
c a t e d  i n  t h e  no r thwes t  c o r n e r  of t h e  k i t c h e n .  Th i s  was t h e  on ly  a c c e s s  t o  
t h e  f o u r t h  bedroom on t h e  second f l o o r .  Th i s  s t a i rway  w a s  removed i n  t h e  
e a r l y  1920s. Tke k i t c h e n  has  a d o o r l e s s  passage from t h e  d i n i n g  room, a 
door opening  o n t o  t h e  enc losed  poach, and a t h i r d  door  opening  i n t o  t h e  
pan t r y .  

The s lave/cook bedroom, 1 3 ' x 1 5 ' ,  i s  l o c a t e d  above t h e  k i t c h e n .  There  i s  a 
c e n t r a l l y  l o c a t e d  window on t h e  n o r t h  and sou th  w a l l s  of  t h e  room. The 
s t a i r w e l l  i n  t h e  no r thwes t  c o r n e r  of t h e  room has  been covered .  A passage-  
way i n t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  bedroom w a s  c u t  t o  make t h i s  f o u r t h  bedroom a c c e s s i b l e  
when t h e  s t a i rway  from t h e  k i t c h e n  was removed i n  t h e  1920s.  

T h e  p a n t r y ,  12 'x7 ' ,  a p p e a r s  t o  have been a p a r t  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  house p l an .  
The p a n t r y ,  l o c a t e d  on t h e  w e s t  end of t h e  enc losed  porch ,  has  an o r i g i n a l  
window on t h e  w e s t  s ide and a door  opening o n t o  t h e  porch.  The p a n t r y  i s  
on t h e  same l e v e l  a s  t h e  k i t c h e n .  I t  has  a s t e p  down o n t o  t h e  porch j u s t  
as t h e  k i t c h e n ,  d i n i n g  room, and e n t r y  h a l l  have. 

The L - s h a p e  back porch w a s  enc losed  i n  t h e  19208. A room, 11+' s q u a r e ,  
w a s  formed on t h e  s o u t h  a m  of  t h e  porch d i r e c t l y  behind t h e  f r o n t  soa th -  
e a s t  s i t t i n q  room and provided  space  f o r  a bathroom. I n  t h e  1940s t h i s  
l a r g e  s q u a r e  room w a s  subd iv ided  i n t o  a bathroom and d r e s s i n g  room. The 
p r e s e n t  enc losed  porch ,  2 4 * x 1 2 ' ,  s e r v e s  a s  an e n t r y  fr-om t h e  s idewalk  
l e a d i n g  from t h e  dr iveway.  The porch i s  one s t e p  down from each d o o r  
l e a d i n g  from t h e  rooms of  t h e  house.  The o r i g i n a l  e x t e r i o r  wea therboards  
remain a s  w a l l  c o v e r i n g  on t h e  e a s t ,  s o u t h ,  and w e s t  e n c l o s e d  porch s i d e  
w a l l s .  With t h e s e  walls e x t a n t ,  r e s t o r a t i o n  of  t h e  porch t o  i t s  o r i g i n a l  
appea rance  would n o t  be d i f f i c u l t .  

There  i s  a f r u i t  and v e g e t a b l e  c e l l a r  l o c a t e d  below t h e  e n t r y  h a l l  and 
s o u t h e a s t  s i t t i n q  room. Before  t h e  L-shaped porch was mod i f i ed ,  a h inged  
door i n  t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  porch a t  t h e  sou th  s i d e  led t o  t h e  ce l l a rway  and 
c e l l a r  s t e p s .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  s o u t h  end of  t h e  porch  which s h e l t e r e d  
t h e  e n t r y  t o  t h e  c e l l a r  was c l o s e d  a s  t h i s  sou th  w a l l  o f  t h e  c e l l a r w a y  i s  
p l a s t e r  o v e r  l a t h e .  P r e s e n t l y ,  t h e  c e l l a r  i s  accessed  from an o u t s i d e  
door which l e a d s  i n t o  t h e  c e l l a r w a y  and t o  t h e  s t e p s  below. These s t e p s ,  
as w e l l  a s  s t e p s  t o  b o t h  t h e  f r o n t  and back porches ,  a r e  o f  r i v e r b e d  
s a n d s t o n e .  

A two-s tory ,  two c a r  g a r a g e  i s  t h e  one auxiliary b u i l d i n g  t h a t  s t i l l  e x i s t s .  
L i t t l e  i s  known a b o u t  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  o t h e r  than  it appeared  i n  photos  c i r c a  
1910. A t  t h a t  t i m e  it was l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  southwest c o r n e r  of  t h e  l o t  ad- 
j a c e n t  t o  a d i r t  road  which i s  now Kahle S t r e e t .  The Twyfords,  who were 
residents of the hoase, awned a horse a t  t h a t  t i m e  so it i s  p robab le  t h a t  
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t h e  b u i l d i n g  was used a s  a  b a r n ,  Around 1915 when t h e  Twyfards a c q u i r e d  a n  
au tomob i l e ,  t h i s  auxiliary b u i l d i n g  was moved from t h e  southwes t  c o r n e r  t o  
t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  of  t h e  l o t  s o  t h a t  it was nea r  t h e  house.  The b u i l d -  
i n g  was placed upon a  c o n c r e t e  founda t ion  and had a  s l o p i n g  e n t r a n c e  d i r e c t -  
l y  o n t o  t h e  main road which r a n  p a r a l l e l -  t o  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  house and w a s  
t b e  a n t e c e d e n t  of  S t a t e  Route 2.  When S t a t e  Route 2 was r e s t r u c t u r e d  a l o n g  
t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  t h e  ga rage  was r e l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h c e n t r a l  
s e c t i o n  of t h e  l o t .  I t  remains  a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n .  I t  i s  connected t o  Kahle  
S t r e e t  by a  dr iveway.  

The barn /garaqe  i s  a frame s t r u c t u r e .  I t  i s  covered w i t h  a n  a s p h a l t  s h i n g l e  
s i d i n g  t o  s i m u l a t e  t a n  b r i c k ,  I t  h a s  a h igh  gabled  roo f  t h a t  i s  covered  
w i t h  t i n  l i k e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  house r o o f .  The f l o o r  of t h e  ga rage  i s  c o n c r e t e .  
There  a r e  two pul l -up d o o r s  on t h e  sou th  s i d e  o r  f r o n t  o f  t h e  garage .  
There  a r e  two s t anda rd  s i z e  windows on t h e  e a s t ,  w e s t  a n d  n o r t h  s i d e s .  
There  i s  a f l i g h t  of s t r a i g h t  s t e p s  a long  t h e  n o r t h  w a l l  t h a t  l e a d s  t o  t h e  
second f l o o r .  About s e v e n t y  p e r c e n t  of t h i s  second f l o o r  i s  f i n i s h e d  w i t h  
i n t e r l o c k i n g  hardwood boa rds .  I t  i s  approximate ly  twe lve  f e e t  from t h i s  
second f l o o r  t o  t h e  apex  of t h e  g a b l e .  There a r e  two s m a l l  windows on t h e  
e a s t  and w e s t  s i d e s  of  t h e  second f l o o r  which a r e  a l i g n e d  t o  t h e  windows 
on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  Double d o o r s  w i t h  g l a s s  i n  t h e  t o p  h a l f ,  a  s c r e e n e d  
a r e a  above,  and a  window on e i t h e r  s i d e  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  g a b l e  end above 
t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  garage .  

The Wells-Twyford House i t s e l f ,  t h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  it, and t h e  accompany- 
i n g  p i c t u r e s  and slides a r e  a i l  t a n g i b l e  ev idences  t h a t  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  i s  
a n  h i s t o r i c  one f o r  t h e  r e g i o n .  I t s  d e s i g n ,  s i z e ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  and 
d u r a b i l i t y  p rov ide  i n s i g h t  i n t o  l i f e  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h e r n  Ohio River  Va l l ey  
b e f o r e  t h e  C i v i l  War. I t s  d e s i g n  is  simpfd and u t i l i t a r i a n  f o r  a  farm 
d w e l l i n g .  I t s  s i z e  i s  s p a c i o u s  t o  accommodate t h e  l a r g e  f a m i l i e s  o f  t h e  
era. The c o n s t r u c t i o n  is  s t u r d y  w i t h  s e v e r a l  hand-hewn main t imberbeams. 
B u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s  of wood and r i v e r  sands tone  r e f l e c t  t h e  most a c c e s s i b l e  
n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  The d u r a b i l i t y  of t h e  house r e f l e c t s  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  and t h e  m a t e r i a l s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  w i t h  which 
owners have accep ted  s t w e a r d s h i p  of  t h e  house. These i n s i g h t s  have g r e a t  
p o t e n t i a l  f o r  l i n k i n g  p r e s e n t  and f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  t o  p a s t  g e n e r a t i o n s .  
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State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and area and periods of significance noted above. 
The Wells-Twyford House meets C r i t e r i o n  C of  t h e  Na t iona l  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s -  
t o r i c  P l a c e s  because it i s  a w e l l  p r e se rved  example of I House a r c h i t e c t u r e  
i n  t h e  l o c a l  community. I ts  s i z e ,  i t s  endur ing  c o n s t r a c t i o n ,  and i t s  r e l a -  
t i v e  p l a i n  i n t e r i o r  d e c o r a t i o n  convey a p r a c t i c a l ,  c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  p rospe rous  
l i f e s t y l e  based upon an  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy p r i o r  t o  West V i r g i n i a  s t a t e -  
hood * 

The Wells-Twyford House p o s s e s s e s  t h e  s i m p l i c i t y  and SYnUnetry of  I-Houses 
t h a t  w e r e  commonly b u i l t  by se t t le rs  i n  Ind iana ,  I l l i n o i s ,  and Iowa; hence ,  
t h e  name I-Houses. Windows on t h e  second f l o o r  of  t h e  honse  a r e  a l i g n e d  
t o  t h o s e  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  Windows t o  t h e  l e f t  of  t h e  main e n t r y  a r e  
m i r r o r  images o f  t h o s e  t o  t h e  r i g h t  of  t h e  e n t r y .  The c e n t r a l  h a l l  i s  
f l a n k e d  by s i t t i n g  rooms. The f r o n t  p o r t i o n  of t h e  house is one room d e e p  
w i t h  bedrooms above t h e  s i t t i n g  rooms, The house s i t s  on a h igh  fonnda t ion .  
It h a s  i n t e r i o r  chimneys i n  t h e  g a b l e  ends o f  t h e  I - p o r t i o n  of t h e  house.  
Among examples i n  T y l e r  County,  t h i s  honse i s  one of  t h e  f i n e s t  examples 
of an I-House i n  e x i s t e n c e .  

Man o f t e n  h a s  adapted  d e s i g n  t o  h i s  environment and h a s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  an  
a p p e a l i n g  a s p e c t  of  a n o t h e r  d e s i g n  i n t o  a basic p lan .  IyHoase d e s i g n e r s  
h t i l i z e d  some e lements  o f  L a t e  Georgian d e s i g n ,  such a s  a c e n t r a l  h a l l  and 
h i g h  fonnda t ion .  The b u i l d e r  of  t h e  Wells-Twyford House i n c o r p o r a t e d  a b i t  
of Greek Reviva l  d e s i g n  when he added t h e  cornerboards  o r  p i l a s t e r s  d e s c r i b e d  
i n  S e c t i o n  7 ,  .page 1, paragraph  1. Th i s  d e c o r a t i v e  d e t a i l  i s  an  enhance- 
ment of t h e  I-House's  b a s i c  d e s i g n  and s e r v e s  a s  a u n i f y i n g  f e a t u r e  a s  t h e  
p i l a s t e r s  a r e  r e p e a t e d  on t h e  c o r n e r s  of  t h e  e l .  

I-Houses o f t e n  h a s m n  e l  ex t end ing  t o  t h e  r e a r .  The  Welh?wyford  House 
p o s s e s s e s  t h i s  e x t e n s i o n  which was i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o n s t r u c -  
t i o n .  The e l  provided f o r  food p r e p a r a t i o n  and f o r  t h e  food p r e p a r e r  t o  b e  
under  t h e  main roof i n s t e a d  o f  i n  a d j a c e n t  b u i l d i n g s .  P rov i s ion  f o r  g e t t i n 5  
food t o  and from t h e  c e l l a r  was made by p u t t i n g  s t o r a g e  under  t h e  house and 
by having  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  a r e a  from t h e  s h e l t e r e d  porch. P r o v i s i o n  f o r  pro- 
t e c t i o n  from p r e v a i l i n g  weather  p a t t e r n s  was made by a t t a c h i n g  t h e  deep, 

S.. continuation sheet 
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'L-shaped porch to the south side of t3e el and the west portion of the 
I-House. Provision for much natural light and cross-ventilation was made 
by the number, location, and size of the windows. The architectural design 
of the house was adjusted to climatic conditions but the integrity of the 
I-House design was and has continued to be respected. 

The size of the Wells-Twyford House is Large for, at least, two reasons. 
First, its spaciousness was needed to accommodate the large family that 
was common in the mid-19th century. Secondly, it was deemed more comfort- 
able to adjust the architectural style so that living, sleeping, cooking, 
and food storage areas would be under one roof due to climatic conditions 
of the area. The floor plan th2hwas used has accommodated residents for 
over 130 years with no significant alterations. 

The Wells-Twyford House was constructed of native materials. The frame 
structure and siding were hewn and planed from local lumber sources. The 
high foundation and steps to the two porches and cellar are of riverbed 
sandstone. The interior walls are horse hair fortified plaster over lathe. 
There are few evidences of settling in the house, and with the exception 
of the upstairs and kitchen ceilings, all of the construction materials 
are original and in good condition, 

The windows and door frames, baseboards, and storage cabinets throuqhout 
the house are original with the exception of the casement window and cabi- 
net in the kitchen. This woodwork has a unity in simple, linear design. 
Two bevel-edged mantel pieces in the sitting roams and the central hall 
staircase with balusters, railings, and newels of cherry wood are the 
only decorative features in the interior of this farmhouse. 

Based upon the above information it is believed that the Wells-Twyford 
House possesses integrity of architectural style, exemplifies astute adao- 
tation of style to climatic conditions, demonstrates effective use of 
native building materials, and preserves the craftsmanship of the time 
in its extant woodwork. 

In addition to being significant as an architectural example, the Wells- 
TwyQord House contributes generally to local history. The house is located 
south of Sistersville about a mile on State Route 2 in Tyler County. Sis- 
tersville is known throuqhout a four state region as an oil and gas "boom" 
town because of the discovery and development of the petroleum industry 
in the late 19th century. The economic impact upon wler County is re- 
flected in the many attractive Victorian style houses along Main Street 
and the Wells Inn in Sistersville. Both the Sistersville Historic Dis- 
trict and the Wells Inn are on the National Register of Historic Places 
as re~rosentativaa d this tarn-of-the-century era tn ? l s t e r s ~ ? l e  a+ 
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and  T y l e r  County h i a t o r y .  

The Wells-Twyford House and "Welkinn, a  b r i c k  d w e l l i n g  l o c a t e d  on t h e  
s o u t h e r n  boundary of  S i s t e r s v i l l e ,  a r e  examples of  houses  b u i l t  d u r i n g  
t h e  p e r i o d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  o i l  and gas "boomn days  when a g r i c u l t u r e  was t h e  
basis of  t h e  T y l e r  County econcany. "Welkinn was t h e  home of C h a r l e s  Wells 
who founded S i s t e r s v i l l e ,  H i s  son ,  E l i ,  owned t h e  a d j o i n i n g  622  a c r e s  
of fa rmland  s o u t h  of  t h e  C h a r l e s  wells farm. I t  w a s  upon t h i s  farm o f  
E l i  W e l l s  t h a t  t h e  W e l l s - w f o r d  House was b u i l t .  Family t r a d i t i o n  s a y s  
t h a t  t h e  house w a s  b u i l t  i n  1854. 

A s  i s  t h e  c a s e  f o r  a l l  b u i l d i n g s  c o n s t r u c t e d  p r i o r  t o  1863 i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  
c o u n t i e s  of  t h e  t h e n  s t a t e  of  V i r g i n i a ,  it can  be c la imed t h a t  t h e  W e l l s -  
Twyford House was b u i l t  i n  one s t a t e ,  V i r g i n i a ,  and h a s  aged i n  a n o t h e r ,  
W e s t  V i r g i n i a ,  w i thou t  e v e r  be ing  moved from i t s  f o u n d a t i o n .  A t a n g i b l e  
reminder  t h a t  t h i s  house was b u i l t  when T y l e r  County w a s  i n  wes t e rn  V i r -  
g i n i a  i s  t h e  e x t a n t  s e r v a n t ' s  q u a r t e r s  o v e r  t h e  k i t c h e n .  I n  V i r g i n i a  
s l a v e r y  was an accep ted  sou rce  of l a b o r .  The s e r v a n t ' s  room a p p e a r s  t o  
be a  un ique  f e a t u r e  of  t h e  Wells-Twyford House when t h i s  house i s  compared 
w i t h  t h e  few remaining pre-Civ i l  War homes i n  t h e  area. 

Another  r a t h e r  un ique  f e a t u r e  of t h e  house i s  t h a t  i n  i t s  r e l a t i v e l y  l o n g  
h i s t o r y  it h a s  been occupied by members of  o n l y  two f a m i l i e s .  Both o f  
t h e s e  f a m i l i e s '  a n c e s t o r s  were p i o n e e r s  i n  T y l e r  County. E l i  Wells, son 
of t h e  founder  of S i s t e r s v i l l e ,  and h i s  h e i r s  l i v e d  i n  t h e  house from i t s  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  u n t i l  abou t  1905. O i l  was found on t h e  farm p r o p e r t y  and  f r e e  
g a s  w a s  a f f o r d e d  t h e  mansion house a c c o r d i n g  t o  an o i l  and  gas lease i n  
1890. With t h e  growth of  S i s t e r s v i l l e  due  t o  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  of o i l  and 
gas, t h e  S i s t e r s v i l l e  Land Company bought  t h e  Wells farm from t h e  e s t a t e  
of F r a n c e s  R .  Wells (Mrs. Barney Wells) i n  1905. The S i s t e r s v i l l e  Land 
Company p l a t t e d  t h e  farmland and s o l d  l o t s .  

E l l a  Margaret  Twyford ( ~ r s .  Thomas A.  Twyford) and s o n ,  Laman L .  Twyford, 
bought  t h e  house on l o t  #227 i n  1905. E l l a  Margaret  Twyford was t h e  
d a u g h t e r  of N e i l  Archer  and a  d i r e c t  descendan t  of  Michael and E l i z a b e t h  
Wells. When E l i z a b e t h  Wells  Archer  was widowed i n  1 7 8 7 ,  she  r e t u r n e d  w i t h  
h e r  son from n e a r  F t .  Jackson ,  Pennsylvania ,  t o  h e r  f a m i l y  who " a l l  l i v e d  
on Ten M i l e  n e a r  t h e  mouth of Coal Lick f o r  sometime d u r i n g  t h e  !?evolu t ion .  
T h e i r  m i g r a t i o n  from t h i s  s e c t i o n  took p l a c e  abou t  800, w i t h  most o r  a l l  
of them s e t t l i n g  i n  T y l e r  County, (West) T h i s  Wells f a m i l y  
i s  n o t  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  Cha r l e s  Wells f a m i l y ;  however, b o t h  Wells f a m i l i e s  
w e r e  p ionee r  f a m i l i e s  i n  T y l e r  County. 

* 

' l e c k e y ,  Howard L . ,  The Ten Mile Country and I ts  P ionee r  F a m i l i e s ,  Vol.VI 
(Waynesburg, P a . ,  The waynosburg R e ~ u b l i c a n )  p.49 
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Although the wells-myfod~ouse sheltered no historically prominent person- 
ages, there were two residents who made special contributions to the local 
community. Ephraim Wells, son of Eli and co-owner of the farm and house 
with his brother, Barney, from 1857-1974, figured significantly in the 
business developent of Sistersville during the oil and gas days. One 
of Thumas And Ella TWyford:s sons, Chauncoy D. Wyford, who lived in the 
house from 1905-1955, served as Tyler County assessor for thirty two years 
( 1933-1964) . 
The period of historic significance for the Wells-Twyford House would be 
from its construction in 1854 to 1940. In this segment of its existence 
the economy shifted from one based upon agriculture to one based upon 
petroleum. The influx of population to work in the petroleum industry, 
the shortage of farm labor, the farm's location near Sistersville helped 
to precipitate the break up of the farm into building .lots. Early in 
this time segment the political structure shifted from being part of 
Virginia to being part of a newly formed state, west Virginia. The trans- 
portation system shifted from travel by boat to travel by train, inter- 
urban, and automobile. The original farm extended to the Ohio River's 
banks and Lot #227 upon which the house sits is bounded on the east and 
aouth by streets and on the west by a railroad right-of-way-;. 

The Wells-Twyford House now spans more than 130 years. It has been well 
maintained and there have been few significant modifications to the house. 
Because it retains a high degree of architectural integrity and it has 
direct ties to the early development of Tyler County, it is nominated 
for registry with other historically significant structures in this 
country. 
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Verbal Boundary Descrlptton 

The Wells-Twyford House sits on Lot #227, Lincoln District, Tyler County, 
West Virginia and is roughly 140'x2508. Lot #227 is bounded on the east 
by West Virginia Route 2, on the south by Kahle Street, on the west by 
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad right-of-way, and on the north by Lot 
# 228; ( see sketch map) . 
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Boundary Justification 

Boundaries are based upon legally recorded boundary lines established 
when the farm upon which the house was built was subdivided by the 
Sistersville Land Company in 1905, 
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