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I 0 Al tered  Unal tered  

D E S C R I B E  TE P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  ( i f  known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

The fol lowing i s  from t h e  WEST V I R G I N I A  DAILY OIL REVIEW, January 16 ,  1895. 
llHotel Wells Opened L a s t  Night." 
"Front of pressed  b r i c k  and i t  has f o r  r e l i e f  two f i n e  verandas,  one on t h e  
f i r s t  s t o r y  and one on t h e  s t o r y  above t h e  l a t t e r  supported by columns 
of t he  c o l o n i a l  per iod  ... The p r e v a i l i n g  c o l o r  of t h e  woodwork i s  l i g h t ,  
quar te red  sawn oak be ing  t h e  wood used almost  exc lus ive ly .  The w a l l s  a r e  
pure whi te ,  g iv ing  t h e  room a c h e e r f u l  appearance.  On going through t h e  
main en t rance  a n  a r t i s t i c  p i ece  of Mosaic f l o o r  t i l i n g  s t r i k e s  t h e  eye. I n  
t he  c e n t e r  a r e  t h e  words 'Hotel  Wel l s ' .  Going through t h e  i n n e r  doors one 
comes i n t o  t h e  huge and roomy o f f i c e  proper .  The counter  i s  t o  t h e  r i g h t .  
Beyond t h i s  i s  t h e  p r i v a t e  o f f i c e ,  a  room n i c e l y  fu rn i shed  with desk and a  
l i b r a r y  bookcase. Off from t h e s e  rooms i s  a  c loak  room, barber  shop and 
l ava to ry .  The l a t t e r  i s  complete i n  every d e t a i l  even t o  an  e l e g a n t  ba th  
room . . .  I n  t h e  r e a r  a r e  t h e  rooms devoted t o  t h e  c u l i n a r y  departments and 
they a r e  models o f . . . w i t h  a  s e r v i n g  and s t o r e  room ad jo in ing  ... The d in ing  
room i s  l a r g e ,  a i r y ,  and l i g h t .  Chai rs  and t a b l e s  a r e  of a n t i q u e  oak. My 
'Grandfa ther ' s  Clock'  g ives  a  d e l i g h t f u l  ' t i c k  t i c k  t i c k 1  i n  one corner  
and not  f a r  away i s  a  handsome modern s ideboard .  The room w i l l  s e a t  f i f t y  
gues t s .  To the  l e f t  of t h e  main en t r ance  i s  t h e  l a d i e s  en t rance .  Guests 
a s  they  e n t e r  w i l l  f i n d  i n  a  r e c e p t i o n  room...The f l o o r  i s  covered wi th  a  
dark red  v e l v e t  c a r p e t  of t h e  f i n e s t  t e x t u r e .  Regula t ion  r e c e p t i o n  c h a i r s  
a r e  placed around t h e  apartment ,  and t o  one s i d e  i s  a  r i c h  oak c e n t e r  
t a b l e  ... I n  t h e  l e f t  co rne r  of t he  f i r s t  f l o o r  i s  t h e  gentleman's w r i t i n g  
and reading room. A long c l o t h  covered t a b l e  extends almost  through t h e  
e n t i r e  l eng th  of t h e  room and t h e  whi te  wa l l s  a r e  r e l i e v e d  by oak wains- 
coa t ing .  Across t h e  h a l l  i s  t h e  c o m e r c i a l  sample room and i t  i s  i n  keepin2 
wi th in  t h e  pa l e  of  t r u t h  t o  s t a t e  no handsomer room was ever  fu rn i shed  f o r  
t h e  ' kn igh t s  of t h e  g r i p '  t o  spread t h e i r  wares be fo re  customers.  The 
f l o o r  i s  covered w i t h  l inoleum and fu rn i shed  i n  a  view of  making t h e  
occupants comfortable .  A t i l e d  f i r e p l a c e  i s  o n e  of t h e  s t r i k i n g  f e a t u r e s  
of t h i s  room. A t  t h e  head of  t h e  main s t a i r s  i s  t h e  Lad ie s '  p a r l o r  ... The 
foot  s inks  i n t o  t h e  f i n e s t  v e l v e t  c a r p e t .  The f u r n i t u r e  i s  of va r ious  
woods covered wi th  raw s i l k  of t h e  l a t e s t  and most fash ionable  shades.  The 
windows a r e  cu r t a ined  wi th  creamy l a c e  of handsome design.  A f i n e  piano, 
t he  g i f t  of M.F.R. Wells completes t h e  fu rn i sh ings .  Of s l eep ing  rooms, 
t h e r e  a r e  28 f o r  g u e s t s .  A l l  a r e  furn ished  i n  f i r s t  c l a s s  s t y l e ,  wi th  
gas and steam h e a t  from r e g i s t e r s .  S i x  a r e  fu rn i shed  wi th  mantels t i l e d  
and some r i c h e r  t han  t h e  o t h e r s  f o r  s t a t e  gues t s .  On t h e  second f l o o r  i s  
a  l a d i e s  bathroom t h a t  cannot be w e l l  approved upon. The house throughout 
i s  furn ished  wi th  h o t  and co ld  wa te r ;  s team and gas ;  and connecters  a r e  
made wi th  conver tors  f o r  incandescent  E l e c t r i c  l i g h t s .  I n  t he  basement i s  
a  Trimble and Luts  au tomat ic  feeding  furnace  f o r  fu rn i sh ing  h e a t  and i n  t h e  
r e a r  i s  a  f u l l y  equipped laundry ... The c o s t  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  a s  i t  s t ands  
with fu rn i sh ings  was $30,000 ... The b r i c k  and ca rpen te r  and wood-work was 
done by Cont rac tor  Black of Parkersburg,  t h e  plumbing by Bear & Son of 
Hannibal,  Ohio, p a i n t i n g  and hardwood f i n i s h i n g ,  furnace  and fu rn i sh ings  
were suppl ied  by Horse & Herman of Wheeling; t h e  ch ina ,  queensware by 
Hal l  & H a l l  of S i s t e r s v i l l e  and t h e  s i l v e r w a r e  of N.L. Marsh our w e l l  
known jeweler ,  wh i l e  t h e  handsome o f f i c e  c lock  was t h e  g i f t  of t h e  Misses 
Temp and Martha Wells." 
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The Hotel was built by Ephraim Wells, grandson of the first significant 
settler, Charles Wells. During the 'Oil Excitement' it was the meeting 
place of many of the prominent oil dealers. Many great 'business deals' 
were trksacted here. It was started April 1894, and opened January 15, 
1895. The building was designed by W, H. O'Neil. John Rea and Mr. O'Neil, 
both from Hannibal Ohio, shared the construction. Two years later, Mr. 
Wells had the annex built by these same gentlemen, and moved into it with 
his family to use it as a private residence. The Hotel continued with 
varying success under many different managers until the 1920's when it was 
sold to Pittsburgh interests. In 1929, a local corporation of the town's 
businessmen, who felt it was necessary to have a good hotel in the town, 
formed and bought the Hotel, remodeled it and operated it until the 1940's. 
It was purchased in 1948 by Everett Doak. J. Wells Kinkaid, grandson of 
the builder, purchased the Hotel in 1965 and extensively remodeled it with 
the decor of the 1890's. His son Jack, is the present manager. 
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