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use at "Walyut Grove" had evolved cver 2 period o

1 «nd built as a single ccuposition, it i

th

h

[

(6 M o
e
e

been design:

- e " character and charm than a sense of style, Its varied
roofline, drrcgular fenestraticon and diverse avchitectural style reflect this

organic yrocess.

In plan, "Walnnt Grove' is T-shaped, the bese forming the north-south
provimately 60 feet) and t wast axis (¢ Ipvow"?t,ly &80
fecet), and it is really the integration of four sepsarate struccuLeo uilt Letueen
bout 1780 and 1830. The north-south wing, the ol section, incorporates Lwo,
two-story log buildings constructed end-to—cnd ¥s and a central
chimrney. A two-story portico carried on five square columns runs the length of
this wing; however, the irregular fenestration and randomly placed doors belie

o}

-

the attempted monumentality,

Sometime after 1825, a two-story, brick addition, approxzimately 24" x 487,
was abutted to the northwest wing, It was subbequenhly connected to the detached
chen, also a log structure, and this brought the overall depth of the east-
west wing to ~hout eighty feet. The two-story, Creek Revival style brick addition
the most architecturally prominen

is t section of "Walnut Grove." The thres-bay
cast facace with center entrance is a well executed exercise in proportioning
window area to wall surface., An eliptical overlight, sidelights and paired
colonnettes are skillfully incorporat

rie

ted into the entrance that is further empha-
sized by a onc-story porch suppo square columns. The large-paned, 6/6
sash windows have chﬂractprst1c WO h corner blocks. Two interior

t
fireplaces for each of the four rooms in

A certain architectural unity has been brought to "Walnut Grove' by the covering
scections with weathervboerding and painting the exterior of the entire
house white. This was first dome after the brick section was constructed, and the
tional exterior has been retained.
The evolution of the dwelling is Lm?ort(ﬂt, iXe}
lishe

o

ment having given way to the brick of an es 1bmisn‘d period. Th
Tog sectiun of four roons {that HUtLva the brick house on the

cin opotons A7ED ol thial wihiicn Jolos it oon the tn (lao of ;s :
added arvound 18500, At the time tbe building's size wvas doubled, it is thought
that a detached log kitchen (now the west end of the top of the "T") alse was added.
These were joined after 1825 by the br ick section built directly against the old
log "houses' and cenncected to the klt hen by a fraze addition.

The interior of the log units is not especliclly interesting, but that of the
brick scction has several rotzble details. The entrance deor ben=ath the portico
;v surrounded by pilaster-type elements with a reed :ifect that is repeated in
the cornice both below and sbove the eliptical overlight A:tﬁougu the stair in

e

dining room.

(=4

As dg5 usual for a large, nineteenth-centrury ferm of this area,
proliferate. To the southwest of the dwelling is a two-story, four-room frame
building that served as slave quarters and was probably constructed at the same
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Farnest settlement of what is now southeazstern West Virginia began in the
scceond half of the eighteenth century, but the area was still frontier and

Michael Frskine, Jr., buildexr of
the pioneers, end Andrew EBeirne,
brick section and refiner of the whole, catered to that el Qxdnt
the arca out of the frontier era. Beirne was a merchant who
able for through business ventures that

of facimers stores located at settlem
countryside. As Andrew's renown grew so did his iv
County in several state and national political offices.
not have political ambition, but he did continue

is said to have been one of the wealthiest men in the Virgini

Var.

sparsely populated by 1800,
of "Walnut Grove," was among

e

ade goods
cnts over a
1fluence,

tune
and in general

and his brother—in-law, Janes Alexan
in what becamre Union District of

Virginia, in 1774, A1L;ur
of a farm and the si
first two-story, fou

ael FErskine, Jr.,
fi;:t permanent settlers
arrived from Augusta County,
221 acres of land that became the location
of "Walnut Crove." Here Ershkine built the
1783 and setthd with his new wﬁfe,

the
having

about
hrough t

been ca

1p2
k
Was ranso

some four years L”tor.

after Monroe County was f

oping section;

accuinu
available at

H_s son

3
to expand familv

.
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3 St

Vargaret %anly Paulee, a

erVOIdu the

the log sections
builder of the

and helped bring
lated a size—
the doorsteps
stretch of

arved Monroe

JAS

der, wvere ailong

g house
ou‘n vho had
he vicinity and
leaders
playved a part

the county f”ﬂt establiched nezr his honm of Union, a
; Dored its i
pProper Andre came to the United
soon embarked eer as peddler-
LSS orl Lﬂg, he i

lings he had with farm
es ablisbcd areas and trave
nd selling or trading them ¢ ! i
ations while continuing te prov door services for
lace. His L}ne of activity was e frontier, but
debt to this keen merchant often h: n over gome or all
rne accunulated a sizesble acreage in Monrce County under
c some would call less than honorable and others would refer to
business enterprise. His field of operation expanded to the west and
he opened additional stores; eventually he even establishad a wholesale
grocery outlet in New Orleans.
Andrew Belrne amassed a fortune cf over one million dollars value as an

e of the begirnings
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