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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ( IF  KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

"~a ldomore"  i s  a  two-story Neo-Classical Revival  b r i c k  mansion l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  
r e a r  of a  t r e e  shaded, block-deep lawn f r o n t i n g  West P ike  S t r e e t  a t  North Four th  
S t r e e t  i n  Clarksburg,  Ha r r i son  County, West V i r g i n i a .  The b u i l d i n g  was cons t ruc t ed  
i n  1839 a s  a  r e s idence  f o r  Waldo P. Goff whose h e i r s  r e t a i n e d  t h e  p rope r ty  u n t i l  
1931 when i t  was l e f t  t o  t h e  C i t y  of Clarksburg f o r  u s e  a s  a  pub l i c  l i b r a r y .  A 
C i v i l  War per iod  photograph of t h e  house, p r e sen t ed  t o  t h e  l i b r a r y  by M r s .  Osborn 
Goff,  c l e a r l y  shows t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n  i t s  Greek Reviva l  form be fo re  i t  assumed t h e  
p r e s e n t  Neo-Classical Revival  manner a t  o r  nea r  t h e  turn-of- the-century.  

A n a t i o n a l l y  popular  Greek Reveval p l a n  of t h e  1830s was adopted f o r  Waldomore: 
t h e  temple-form, two s t o r y  b lock  f lanked  by s i n g l e  s t o r y  wings. S h e l t e r i n g  t h e  
three-bay facade  of t h e  c e n t r a l  two-story u n i t  was t h e  p r i n c i p a l  f e a u t r e  of t h e  
house: a two-story pedimented p o r t i c o  w i t h  f o u r  p l a i n  wooden Doric  columns. 
Narrow b r i c k  p i l a s t e r s  d iv ided  t h e  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  bays of bo th  t h e  c e n t r a l  and 
s i d e  u n i t s .  A r a i s e d  seam t i n  s u r f a c e  a p p a r e n t l y  covered t h e  o r i g i n a l  roo f .  

Extens ive  a l t e r a t i o n s  a t  Waldomore, c .  1900, provided f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  second 
f l o o r  and r e a r  wing space.  The e x t e r i o r  workmanship and d e t a i l i n g  was e s p e c i a l l y  
w e l l  done, t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  b r i c k  cou r s ing  i s  i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  from t h e  e a r l i e r  
brickwork. Cer ta in  Colonia l  Reviva l  appur tenances  i n  keeping wi th  t h e  Neo-Classical 
Revival  mode made t h e i r  appearance a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

I n  keeping wi th  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  c l a s s i c a l  t r ea tmen t  of t h e  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n ,  t h e  
,de wings were r a i s e d  one s t o r y  t o  meet t h e  temple b lock  roof running f r o n t  t o  

r e a r .  The e x i s t i n g  b r i c k  p i l a s t e r s  were then  r a i s e d  t o  t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  p l a i n  
e n t a b l a t u r e .  The newly e l e v a t e d  i n t e r i o r  end chimneys were f lanked by a t t i c  v e n t s  
t h a t  i n  t h e  ca se  of t h e  southwest  gab l e  a r e  unusual  t r i a n g l e  shaped openings 
matching t h e  angle  of t h e  s l o p i n g  roof and framed by t h e  p a r t i a l  r e t u r n  co rn i ce s .  

P ropor t i ons  and s t y l i n g  of t h e  p o r t i c o  s u r v i v e  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  
of t h e  r e t e n t i o n  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c .  Two gab le  dormers were cons t ruc t ed ,  
b u t  t h e  roof r e t a i n e d  i t s  seamed t i n  s u r f a c e .  The Greek Revival  doorway wi th  i t s  
undecorated l i n t e l  was r ep l aced  w i t h  an e l a b o r a t e  s imi -c i r cu l a r  f a n l i g h t  and 
pedimented f ron tp i ece .  The f a n l i g h t  i s d u p l i c a t e d  over  t h e  i nne r  v e s t i b u l e  doorway. 
The spandre l s  and bay s u r f a c e s  benea th  t h e  p o r t i c o  may have rece ived  t h e i r  grey 
s tucco  cover ing  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

The 616 double hung windows were r ep l aced  w i t h  2 511 (25 l i g h t s  over  1 )  s a shes  
and p ro t ec t ed  wi th  double-fold louvered  s h u t t e r s  t h a t  are probably replacements  
bu t  today remain e s s e n t i a l l y  a s  t hey  were when t h e  house was b u i l t .  I n  a l l  

l i k e l i h o o d  turn-of- the-century rear wing a d d i t i o n s  changed t h e  house p l a n  from 
a T t o  a U. 

Modi f ica t ions  of t h e  i n t e r i o r  a r e  seen  i n  t h e  woodwork and mant les  t h a t  a r e  
s t anda rd  l a t e  n ine t een th  o r  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  cen tury  t ypes .  The mant le  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
f l o o r  southwest wing i s  e s p e c i a l l y  o r n a t e  and may p r e d a t e  t h e  o t h e r  V i c t o r i a n  
millwork by a  decade o r  more. When Waldomore became t h e  Clarksburg P u b l i c  L ib ra ry  

1931 s e v e r a l  w a l l s  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  were removed t o  p rov ide  l a r g e  
-ading rooms on t h e  f i r s t  and second f l o o r s .  
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Three one-story frame subsidiary buildings with slate roofs stand at the rear 
of the Waldomore property. These modest Victorian cottages, built near the turn- 
of-the-century, provided quarters for the servants and groundskeepers at Waldomore. 
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t * l l J E \  T 3 :SIGNIFICANCE 

The p o r t i c o e d  b r i c k  mansion named "Waldomore" served  Waldo P. G o f f ,  i t s  f i r s t  
owrs . .  and h i s  h e i r s  f o r  n e a r l y  a cen tu ry  u n t i l  it was bequeathed t o  t h e  C i ty  of  
C1cr':::burg by M r s .  May Goff Lowndes (Mrs. Richard T. Lowndes) i n  1930 wi th  t h e  condi- 
t i o n  .:hat i t  be  used "as a p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  and museum and f o r  no o t h e r  purpose." 
S ign i i i can t  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  h i s t o r y  of p r i v a t e  and p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  i s  i ts  long  
s t m 2 i r i $  r e c o g n i t i o n  a s  a community landmark. The c h a r a c t e r  of Waldomore's f r o n t  
e l c ~ a t - i o n  today remains much as i t  was i n  1839 when t h e  b u i l d e r  designed t h e  
rt!sjde~-ice i n  t h e  f a sh ionab le  Greek Reviva l  s t y l e  of t h e  t i m e .  Desp i t e  a l t e r a t i o n s  
tndcrrtaken a t  t h e  turn-of-the-century, Waldomore r e t a i n e d  i t s  c l a s s i c a l  image 
tlw ks  t o  t h e  owners who r e j e c t e d  t h e  tendency of  a r e a  p rope r ty  owners t o  "Victor- 
i m  ' i; el' t h e i r  pe r iod  houses.  

Waldomore was cons t ruc t ed  l a t e  i n  t h e  year  1839 f o r  Waldo P. Goff on p a r t  o f  
E'mr a c r e  t r a c t  t h a t  extended from P ike  S t r e e t  t o  E lk  Creek. M r .  Goff was born 

ir_ L-'96, t h e  f i f t h  son of Job and Zerviah Goff who moved t o  Harr i son  County i n  
1 8 0 i  from New York. Of t h e  e i g h t  c h i l d r e n  born  t o  t h i s  fami ly ,  fou r  sons even tua l ly  
ser r r?d  i n  l e g i s l a t u r e s  of V i r g i n i a  and West V i r g i n i a .  Waldo P.  Goff was a member 
of t ~ e  V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  Senate from 1833 t o  1837. A p u b l i c  s p i r i t e d  c i t i z e n ,  M r .  
Ccff he ld  numerous l o c a l  minor o f f i c e s  i nc lud ing  t h a t  of  s h e r i f f  of Harr ison 
Cmnty i n  1851. He marr ied H a r r i e t  L. Moore i n  1839, a union which produced n i n e  
c h f l d r e n ,  one of  whom was M r s .  May Goff Lowndes. It was M r s .  Lowndes who coined 
t ' n t  e p i t h e t  "Waldomore" from t h e  names of h e r  f a t h e r  and mother; and it w i l l  be  
rericmbered t h a t  i t  was the  same Mrs. Lowndes who l e f t  t h e  fami ly  home t o  t h e  C i t y  
of Clarksburg i n  1930. 

The most famous of Waldo P. Gof f ' s  c h i l d r e n  was Nathan Goff, born a t  Waldomore 
E'e'l-uary 9, 1843. A f t e r  graduat ing  from Georgetown Unive r s i t y  and t h e  Univers i ty  
of :he C i t y  of New York, Goff e n l i s t e d  i n  t h e  Union Amy i n  June 1861. Following t h e  
war ,  Goff passed t h e  bar  exam and p r a c t i c e d  law f o r  a number of  yea r s .  On January 6 ,  
1881, he was appoin ted  Sec re t a ry  of  t h e  Navy, a c a b i n e t  l e v e l  p o s t ,  by P res iden t  
R ~ t h e r f o r d  B. Hayes. I n  1876 Goff was de fea t ed  i n  t h e  West V i r g i n i a  governor 's  r a c e  
b j  Henry M .  Mathews. Af t e r  s e r v i n g  from 1883 t o  1889 i n  t h e  U .  S .  Congress, Nathan 
G c f f  l e f t  o f f i c e  t o  run  aga in  f o r  governor .  Despi te  o f f i c i a l  r e t u r n s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  
e: E c t i o n  of  Republican Gof f t o  t h e  governorship i n  1888 (by a paper - th in  margin) ,  r i v a l  
c i r d i d a t e  A .  Brooks Fleming ques t ioned  t h e  r e s u l t s  and reques ted  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
dl!termine t h e  winner.  During t h e  confus ion  t h a t  fol lowed fou r  men l a i d  l e g a l  c laim 
t o  t h e  o f f i c e ;  Gof f ' s  chances were squelched,  however, when t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n  a 
pd- ' t i san  v o t e  gave the  o f f i c e  t o  Fleming. 

' Nathan Goff w a s  appointed U.S. C i r c u i t  Judge f o r  t h e  Four th  J u d i c i a l  C i r c u i t  
b y  P r e s i d e n t  Harr i son  on March 17-, 1892.  H e  remained on t h e  bench u n t i l  1913 when 
be  w a s  e l e c t e d  t o  a term i n  t h e  U . S .  Sena te .  Goff  d i ed  a t  Clarksburg i n  1920. H i s  
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son ,  Guy Despard Goff ,  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  U.S. S e n a t e  from 1925 t o  1931. 

The Cla rksburg  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  found a  permanent home a t  Waldomore i n  1931 
a f t e r  i t  had "wandered" from b u i l d i n g  t o  b u i l d i n g  f o r  a p e r i o d  of s e v e r a l  decades .  
M r s .  J u l i a  Walker Ruhl,  a  t e a c h e r  a t  Broaddus C o l l e g e ,  was i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  founding 
t h e  L i b r a r y  i n  1 9 0 7 . M i s s  S .  S c o l l a y  Page,  who s e r v e d  a s - l i b r a r i a n  from 1910 
u n t i l  1938,  set t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  on a  sound p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o u r s e  and oversaw t h e  
move t o  Waldomore. 

A b r o n z e  p l a q u e  i n  t h e  v e s t i b u l e  a t  Waldomore r e c o r d s  a  s imple  message w f i t t e n  
by C l a r k s b u r g  s t a t e s m a n  and p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e  John W. Davis:  

I n  Memory of 
May Goff Lowndes 

Wife of Richard  T .  Lowndes 
Who Bequeathed t o  t h e  C i t y  of C l a r k s b u r g  

For U s e  as a  L i b r a r y  
T h i s  House B u i l t  i n  t h e  Year 1839 

By h e r  F a t h e r  
Waldo P .  Goff .  

"Books a r e  t h e  S h r i n e  Where t h e  S a i n t  is ." 
- F r a n c i s  Bacon 

I n  1976 a  new l i b r a r y  b u i l d i n g  was c o n s t r u c t e d  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  Waldomore 
g rounds  t o  meet t h e  r a p i d l y  growing needs  o f  Cla rksburg .  Waldomore h a s  s i n c e  
been d e s i g n a t e d  a r e p o s i t o r y  and r e s e a r c h  c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  Cla rksburg  P u b l i c  
L i b r a r y ' s  l o c a l  and s t a t e  h i s t o r y  c o l l e c t i o n s .  
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