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2. Location 
........................................................................ 
street & number: 104 Chancerv Street not for publication: n/a 
city/town: West Union vicinity: n/a 
state: West Virsinia code: county: Doddridae code: 017 zip code: 26456 

)As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act 
of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this X nomination 
- request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation 
standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth 
in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property X meets - does not 
meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be 
considered significant - nationally - statewide &locally. 
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Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau Date 

In my opinion, the property - meets - does not meet the National 
Register criteria, ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of Certifying Official Date 
\ ' 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

j 





Stuart House 
property name 

Doddridge , WV 
county and state 

6. Function or Use 
) ==---------------------=------- .......................................... 

HISTORIC FUNCTIONS CURRENT FUNCTIONS 
(enter categories from instructions) (enter categories from instructions) 

domestic/sinqle dwellins domestic/sinale dwellins 

7. Description 

ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION: MATERIALS 
(enter categories from instructions) (enter categories from instructions) 

late 19th and early 20th century foundation brick 
American movements walls brick 

roof ceramic tile 
other concrete 

wood 
1 
/ 
NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or 
more continuation sheets.) 

8. Statement of Significance 

APPLICABLE NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA 
(Mark I1XN in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

- A The property is associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history. 

- B The property is associated with the lives of persons significant in 
our past. 

x C The property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, - 
period, or method of construction or represents the work of a 
master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a 
significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

D The property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history. 
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property name 
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CRITERIA CONSIDERATIONS ' (mark I1XI1 in all the boxes that apply) 

Property is: 
- A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 

- B removed from its original location. 

- C a birthplace or grave. 

- D a cemetery. 

- E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

- F a commemorative property. 

- G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 
50 years. 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
(enter categories from instructions) 
architecture 

PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE 
ca. 1905 

SIGNIFICANT DATES 

SIGNIFICANT PERSON 
(complete if criterion B is marked above) 

CULTURAL AFFILIATION 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER 
unknown 

) NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation 
sheets, ) 
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The W. Scott Stuart house, located on Chancery Street in West union, is an 
intact and representative example of a grand house built during a 
transition period in architectural styles. The three-story house remains 
substantially unaltered from its ca. 1905 appearance. Its most 
significant features are its paired towers, front portico with Ionic 
columns, wrap-around porch, and opulent interior. 

The conspicuous house faces northwest towards downtown West Union. 
Its most pronounced features are the circular twin towers that are located 
on each front corner. The towers have tile conical roofs and an even 
window arrangement. The entrance bay stands in the center of the 
symmetrical facade behind a two-story portico. The concrete Ionic columns 
are located in front of the wrap-around porch that follows exactly the 
line of the building around the towers. Ionic columns also support the 
porch roof and have a concrete balustrade between. The main entrance and 
the doorway on the second floor that opens onto the porch roof are 
identical. The paired doors have leaded glass panes in wooden frames and 
a leaded glass transom. The flanking sidelights with transoms are also 
leaded glass. A broad concrete stairway leads from the sidewalk to the 
pntrance. The steps stand between a low brick wall decorated with two 
concrete ornamental urns. On the flat porch surface in front of the main 
door are the words "La Don-JaunI1, a play on words for the names of the 
Stuartsl two children. The words form a simple art noveau design in 
smooth mosaic tile. 

Although the house looks complex, its plan is basically a square with 
rounded front corners. A one-story sunroom extends off the rear side, 
The porch wraps three sides and follows the house's outline. The main 
hipped roof is steeply pitched with high pitched gables intersecting with 
it on all four sides. The front and rear gables hold Palladian windows. 

The only distraction from the impressive exterior is the plain wooden 
entablature. For various reasons, the Stuarts never completed their house 
on the interior or exterior. It is likely that the designer intended for 
the entablature to be either stone or concrete. The current owner bought 
the house and completed it inside and out and applied the wood to finish 
the exterior. 

The house's interior reflects its turn-of-the-century construction date 
and has undergone few changes. The center hall plan is unaltered and the 
fireplaces, doors, windows, and original interior trim are all intact. 
Sitting rooms flank the spacious center hall. These rooms and the dining 
room display ornately-carved   tali an marble fireplaces with gilded mirrors 
above. Throughout the main rooms on the first floor are plaster ceiling 
yoldings and fluted door frames that Mrs. Stuart made herself in the 



united States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

ATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
L m I N u A T I m  SHEET 

section 7 Page 2 
Stuart House 
Doddridge County, WV 

basement. Opulent glass adorn the east parlor, dining room, center hall, 
and the stairway at the second floor. The dining room, in addition to the 
chandelier and fireplace, displays a leaded and stained glass window 
surrounded by a carved frame over a window seat. Smaller windows of the 
same design flank the fireplace. The kitchen stands at the rear opposite 
the dining room. Its original pressed-tin ceiling and built-in cabinets 
are intact. A butler's pantry and a built-in dining nook are located 
between the dining room and kitchen. Extending off the kitchen is an 
enclosed sun porch. 

The second floor is accessible by way of a back stair located between the 
west parlor and the kitchen or by the center stair which is one of the 
interior's grandest features. It stands in the center of a spacious hall 
and is broad at the base and narrower at the landing. A short set of 
stairs on each side of the center stairway ascends, in an opposite 
direction, to the second floor from the landing. Centered at the top of 
the main stairway is another large gilded mirror. Leaded and stained 
glass double-hung windows flank the mirror. A glass chandelier hangs over 
the stair landing. The upstairs bed rooms are simple but still contain 
Fireplaces and artistic light fixtures. 

The current owner carefully completed the interior by installing the 
pocket doors on the first floors and finishing the stairway balustrade 
with the materials that had been stored in the basement. 
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The W. Scott Stuart house is eligible for listing on the National Register 
of Historic Places under criterion C in the area of architecture. It is 
an intact turn-of-the-century house that displays both high ~ictorian and 
early twentieth-century characteristics. The impressive house shows 
typical Queen Anne features such as the towers and wrap-around porch. Its 
plan, however, is basically symmetrical, very much like the four-square 
houses of the 1910s. The Stuart house is in excellent condition and 
retains its architectural integrity of design, materials, workmanship, and 
location. 

In the middle of the nineteenth century, the well-known architect and 
pattern-book writer A.J. Downing initiated a trend in the United States 
for picturesque, asymmetrical design in residential buildings. Throughout 
the rest of the century, architects followed Downing's example and 
promoted a variety of house styles. Before the Civil War, most 
architect-designed houses were based upon European sources as evidenced by 
the abundance of Gothic and Italianate houses. Beginning in the 1870s, 
however, there was a greater emphasis on the artistic effect that resulted 
pn a more uniquely American style. The Queen Anne provided the best 
example of this trend towards artistic expression. popularized by the 
English architect ~ichard Norman Shaw, the Queen Anne style in England was 
characterized by tall chimneys, asymmetry, and decorative tile. 

American architects became familiar with the English Queen Anne through 
English architectural magazines that circulated widely in the United 
States. One of the style's earliest promoters in the united States was 
the New York architect Henry Hudson Holly who introduced his ideas first 
in Harper's Monthly, and then in an 1878 pattern book titled Modern 
Dwellinqs. Holly departed significantly from the ~nglish examples to 
create what he considered to be a uniquely American style that was more 
irregular and artistic than the English Queen Anne. Compared to the Queen 
Anne houses built in the 1880s and 1890s, the buildings that Holly 
introduced in 1878 were relatively plain and unoriginal. George and 
Charles Palliser and Robert Shoppell promoted houses in the 1880s with 
greater emphasis on the artistic effect. To achieve this, these 
architects exaggerated the house's external and internal features, varied 
the designs more, and applied more ornamentation. Today the term "Queen 
Anne" generally applies to these late-nineteenth century houses of 
various scales that display artistic features. 

Although Queen Anne houses were built well into the twentieth century, t h e  
style became old-fashioned by around 1900. At that time, Americans began 
to question and reject the old Victorian lifestyle that had dominated the 
yountry since the middle of the century. Victorians were known for their 
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conspicuous display of material things and their love of decoration. 
Turn-of-the-century Americans lost interest in the formal Victorian 
lifestyle. They turned to simpler and more practical ways of living. A 
house style that was functional and plain served their purposes perfectly. 
Four-squares and bungalows became the style of choice for Americans across 
the country, reflecting the trend towards simplicity. 

The design that W. Scott Stuart chose for his house reflects the movement 
across the United States from the ostentatious Queen Anne style to 
simpler, practical houses of the twentieth century. Stuart's West Union 
house shows some of the most characteristic aspects of the Queen Anne 
style such as the rounded towers and wrap-around porch. What it lacks, 
however, is a sprawling, irregular plan and extreme external ornamentation 
which were common features of Queen Anne houses of every scale. 
Characteristics that identify the house as early twentieth century are its 
plan, which is basically a box; its symmetrical facade; and its classical 
portico. The house is by no means plain and simple but it illustrates the 
trend from the high Victorian Queen Anne style to the less exuberant, 
pymmetrical houses popular at the turn of the century. 

The interior also confirms the house's transition period construction 
date. The opulent rooms with their glass chandeliers, carved marble 
fireplaces, and gilded mirrors recall some of the high Victorian, Queen 
Anne style's most lavish houses. The room arrangement, however, is 
symmetrical like other early twentieth century houses instead of sprawling 
like plans of the earlier period. The dining room, even with its glass 
chandelier and marble fireplace, displays a striking similarity to the 
craftsman style which was popular at the turn of the century. The dark 
wood trim, beamed ceiling, built-in shelves, and stained glass windows 
look as if they belong in a 1910 bungalow. The original craftsman-style 
furniture is still in the room. Other rooms, including the stairhall, 
contain characteristics from before and after the turn of the century. 

Because taxes were substantially lower on an unfinished house and because 
of a difficult family life, the Stuarts never completed their house. The 
current owner bought it from the couplets nephew ca. 1964 and completed 
the project. She built the stair balustrade, installed the pocket doors, 
and added the wood to cover incomplete parts of the entablature. The 
house has been well-maintained and retains all of the original 
characteristics that identify it as an elegant turn-of-the-century 
mansion. 
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10. verbal boundarv description 
parcel number 224, sheet 03 of West union corporation tax map; 
April, 1962 

boundary justification 

The boundary includes all of the property historically associated with 
the W. Scott Stuart house. 
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