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1. Name 
historic V 

t l  

2. Location 
street & number w, 1, ;,, &u&, p N* not for publication 

I 

city, town Shegherdstovrn & vicinity of 

state W e s t  Virginia code 5 4  county J e f f e r s o n  code 0 3 7 

3. Classification 
Category Owmenhip Status 
- district - public A occupied 

) X bullding(s) 2 private - unoccupied 
- structure - both w o r k  in progress 
- site Public Acquisition Accessible 
- object Pl,& in process y e s :  restricted 

- being considered - yes: unrestricted 
X - no 

Present Use 
- agriculture 
- commercial 
- educational 
- entertainment - government 
- industrial 
- military 

- museum - park 
2 L  private residence 
- religious 
- scientific 
- transportation 
- other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name L - .  V -  -A 2-2 WS. Eenry She2herd, V 

street & number Route 1. Bo:: 18 8 

city, town Shcqherds tmm 2 vicinity of state West Virginia 

5. Location of Leaal Descri~tion 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Jef fersor, C o m t y  Courthouse 

street & number 

city, town Charles Town 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

)title N / s \  . has this properly been determined eligible? - yes n o  X 
- -. - - -- -- - - -- - - -- - - - - -- - - -- 

date - federal - state - county - local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



Condition . Check one Check one 
& excellent - deteri&ated - unaltered X original site 
g o o d .  - ruins -X- altered m o v e d  date 

fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and wiginat (if known) physical appearance 

- 

"Bellevue" is so-named because it stands a n  a high bluff commanding 
a beaut i ful  view of t h e  Potomac River. A broad tree-shad* lawn surrounds 
the  house t o  t he  w e s t ,  south and east. The eastern elevation of Bellevue 
f aces  Maryland and a broad bend of t he  r i v e r  which flows i n  a southeaster ly  
d i r ec t ion  about 400 f e e t  below t h e  house s i t e .  The 2-story br ick and stone 
residence is s i tua ted  on Shepherd Grade a short  dis tance north  of t h e  . - ., 
Shepherdstown corporate l i m i t .  ,.. - 

u s .  I . - . / I  - - .  , / - , . -  _ - . . . * .  " .  .. *~ . * .- . L .- ...-. u-llr* - * 9 - .?. - - 
Bellevueiis a Colonial Revfval-style mansion t h a t  assumed its 

. present appearance a s  t he  result of design changes c.1907. Its dominant 
f e a t ~ r e ~ i s  a f u l l  t e t r a s t y l e  Ionic  por t ico tha t  she l t e r s  a fan-lighted 
entrance and a balconied center bay, The t r i a n g d a r  pediment of t he  port ico 
is centered with a l u n e t t e  and t h e  cornice of-both the  entablature and 
raking eaves ;is. embellished with modillion brackets. Ta l l  windows of t h e  
5-bay f ron t  are 2 by 2 doublehung sash with segmental arches r e f l ec t ing  s t y l e  
changes of 19th-century or igin ,  probably of the  High Victorian period. The 
r idge  of the  portico is  perpindicular t o  the  r idge of the  main hipped roof 
which i s  covered with standing seam metal. A 2-story wing a t  t he  ea s t  
e levat ion t h a t  i s  s e t  back from the  facade of the  main block (a 1-story 
screened-in porch encloses t h e  angle of the  L) i s  of br ick and contains a 
doorway and windows of ear ly  (Federal design) or igin .  

Bellevue has changed during its more than two centur ies  of existence. 
When the  house was b u i l t  i n  the  last t h i r d  of the  18 th  century, it was 1 o r  1% 
s t o r i e s  i n  height and was of stone construction. During a l a t e r  occupancy, 
a second s tory  was added, t h i s  of brick, and the  br ick upon stone facades sub- 
sequently assumed a d i s t i n c t  Victorian manner a s  indicated by photographs 
surviving i n  the possession of t h e  current  owners. When the house was again 
refurbished another owner selected Colonial refinements'for the  ex te r ior  
which have remained v i r t u a l l y  unchanged since c.1907. 

The i n t e r i o r  i s  grand r e f l ec t ing  the Antebellum f lavor  of t he  exter ior .  
A spacious entrance h a l l  is appointed with ear ly  American refinements, t he  
dominant f ea tu re  of which i s  the  stairway with an open s t r inger ,  a molded 
mahogany r a i l  and f i n e l y  paneled dado. Opening to  the  l e f t  of t h e  center  
h a l l  is a capacious drawing room with i t s  two pr inc ipa l  areas  divided by a 
post  and l i n t e l  arrangement of paired and f lu ted  Ionic columns. The trim 
and paneled a reas  a r e  painted white. Opening to  the  r i g h t  of the  center  ' -  

h a l l  i s  a l a rge  dining room with a high ce i l i ng  and paneling painted white. 
It is probable t h a t  f i n i s h  of t h e  major f i r s t  f l oo r  spaces r e f l e c t  a r ch t i ec tu ra l  
modifications chosen by an a rch i t ec t  who was commissioned by the owners c.1907. 

Despite s t ruc tu ra l  evolu t ion .  of t he  mansion through the  generations, 
Bellevue remains an ancient s e a t  r e f l ec t ing  a serene digni ty  and h i s t o r i c a l  
aura shared by few other  sites i n  Vest Virginia. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas-of Sigdficmce-Choek and justify below I 

) - prehistoric - archeobgy-prehistoric - community planning - l a n d r & e  ar~h i t~ tur i -  #&ion. - 1400-1499 - archeology-historic - conservation l a w  . -' s c i e n c e .  . 
- 150011599 & agricultqre , e c o n o m i c s  l i t e r a t u r e  . . - sculpture 
- 1600-1 699 - architecture - education - military - sociaW 
& 1 700-1 799 - art - engineering - music humanitarian 

X- 18061 899 - commerce 2 exploration/settlement - philosophy t h e a t e r  
- 1 9 0 6  - communications - industry politics/government t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

- invention & other (specify) . . Local History 

Specific dates 1 7  7 3~ 9 0 7 BuilderlAtchiteot unknown 

Statement of Significance (in o m  paragraph) 

"Bellevue", situated on a bluff overlooking a bend of the Potomac 
River near Shepherdstown, Jefferson County, West Virginia is 
significant as having been home to two families highly s'gnifi- i cant in the history of West Virginia's Eastern Panhandle . 
It is also significant as an architectural work of landmark 
status that has survived from before the American Revolution . 

EXPLANATORY NOTES 

lo' "Bellevue" was constructed, as a one-story stone residence, 
1 in 1773, in what was then Frederick County, Virginia, by Joseph 

Van Swearingen. He was the son of Thomas Van Swearingen, a 
prominent figure in pre-Revolutionary Virginia who had the dis- . 
tinction of having defeated George Washington for a seat in the 
House of Burgessaon the future president's first attempt at 
public office in 1757. AccorCing t3 lccd tradi-tion, the site 
of "Bellevue" was where a battle was fought between Catawha and 
Delaware Indian tribes and the su2posed kccia1 site ~f a Dela- . 
ware chief, Joseph Van Swearingen is an individual who played 
very imprtant roles in the history of the area that is now the 
Eastern Panhandle of West Virginia. Serving as a captain in the 
Berkeley County militia at the outbreak of the .L~erican i3evolution, 
Van Swearingen formed the 12th Virginia Regiment, rose to the 
rank of Colonel in Washington's. army, and fought at the Battle of 
Germantown on October 4, 1777. Shortly thereafter he was appointed 
Lieutenant, or Commander, of Berkeley County (including present 
day Jefferson and Morgan Counties), due to the resignation of 
General Washington's brother Samuel, and served as such until the 
close of the war in 1783. He received, for his war services, a 
4,000-acre land grant from the U.S. Congress. From 1787 until 1796 
Van Swearingen was one of the 16 prominent citizens who successfully 
organized the newly formed Jefferson County, being a member of the 
first county court and also, by appointment of Governor James Monroe, 
one of the county's first justices of the peace. Van Swearingen 
also served as the second High Sheriff of Jefferson County, from 

1 1805 until 1807, and was chairman of an Anti-Embargo Convention 
i n D L  - --a -- - 

- _ _  -- - 
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Before h i s  dea th  a t  "Bellevue" i n  1821, Joseph Van Swearingen 
e n t e r t a i n e d  such luminar i e s  a s  Lord Fa i r fax ,  George Washington, 
and Henry Clay. 

Upon Joseph Van Swearingen's death,  "Bellevue" passed t o  h i s  
son Thomas Van Swearingen (l784-1822), another  noted J e f f e r s o n  
Countian- Thomas Van Swearingen began h i s  pub l i c  c a r e e r  wi th  
e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  V i r g i n i a  House of Delegates i n  1814, se rv ing  
u n t i l  1816, I n  1816 he  was e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  Court  of  Trus tees  
of t h e  Town of Shepherdstown. I n  1818 Thomas Van Swearingen 
w a s  e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  House of ~ e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  Re- 
e l e c t e d  i n  1820, Van Swearingen served i n  Congress u n t i l  h i s  
untimely death,  age  38, on August 19,  1822. 

The "Bellevue" estate passed a t  h i s  dea th  t o  Thomas' widan i 

who, it is  recorded,  e n t e r t a i n e d  " f r i e n d s  and l e s s  f o r t u n a t e  
r e l a t i v e s  over  pe r iods  of  months and even years ,  a s  w a s  t h e  
custom i n  t h e  south".  The house next  passed t o  t h e i r  daughter,  
Hannah Van Swearingen Matthews, who s o l d  t h e  proper ty  t o  
Willoughby Semen, who i n  t u r n  so ld  i t  t o  W.N. Lemen. Lemen 
w a s  a man prominent i n  l o c a l  a f f a i r s .  He served two t e r m s  
(1890-1892) as mayor of Shepherdstown and t h r e e  terms a s  a C i t y  
councilman. He made h i s  most s o l i d  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  
by se rv ing  a s  t r e a s u r e r  of t h e  James Rumsey Monument Associa t ion  
which e rec ted  t h e  famous monument t o  t h e  inventor .  

"Bellevue" passed t o  t h e  Shepherd family i n  1900 when Henry Shepherd, 
I11 purchased t h e  p roper ty  a s  a wedding g i f t  f o r  h i s  b r i d e ,  
Minnie Reinhart ,  a granddaughter of Thomas Van Shearingen. The 
Shepherds a r e  one of t h e  most h i s t o r i c  Eas tern  Panhandle f a m i l i e s ,  
descending from Capt. Thomas Shepherd who founded Shepherdstown 
(one of West V i r g i n i a ' s  two o l d e s t  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s )  i n  1 7 6 2 .  I n  
t h e  s a m e  year  (1900),  t h e  Shepherds gave a l a v i s h  b r e a k f a s t  on 
t h e  lawn f o r  W i l l i a m  Jennings  Bryan, and 4 5  o t h e r  Democratic p a r t y  
luminar ies ,  dur ing  Bryan's second campaign f o r  t h e  presidency. 
"Bellevue" has  remained i n  t h e  Shepherd family s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e ,  
being p r e s e n t l y  owned by M r .  and M r s .  Henry Shepherd, V. 



2. Bellevue is a s i g n i f i c a n t  Colonial Revival mansion of eastern 
West Vi rg in ia  t h a t  s tands  on Shepherd Grade near Shepherdstown, West Virginia ,  
a t  a point  overlooking t h e  Potomac River and western Maryland. Its out- 
s tanding f e a t u r e  is  a f u l l  t e t r a s t y l e  Ionic  por t i co  and arched doorway wi th  
a semi-circular f a n l i g h t .  The exce l l en t  proport ions and d e t a i l i n g  of t h e  
house suggest  t h e  design con t r ibu t ions  of a n  a r c h i t e c t  whose i d e n t i t y  i s  
p r e s e n t l y  unknown. Bellevue has  re ta ined  i t s  present  appearance s i n c e  t h e  
t u r n  of t h e  century  although t h e  house i s  a n  ancient  s e a t  that r e f l e c t s  
evolut ionary  changes and a long h i s t o r y  of ownership by prominent c i t i z e n s .  
Bellevue w a s  awarded a bronze 'plaque des ignat ing its s t a t u s  a s  a J e f f e r s o n  
County H i s t o r i c  Landmark i n  1975. 



9. Major Biblioqraphical References 
Bushong, Millard KO; Histaric'Jefferson County, Boyce, Va., Carr 
Publishins Co., 1972. 

conley , ~hii,   isit it to. Bellevue, . the Home of , 'A Daughter of the State1 
Charleston, W,Va., The West Virqinia Review, Vol. 4, No. 2, November, 1926 - 

d Geocrranhical Data 
-- -- 

Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name -, W .Va . 
UMT Referent- 

AM w 
Zone Easting 

w 
Northing 

Quadrangle scale l; p 00 

Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundarj description and justification Bounded to the east,  south, and w e s t  b y  lawns whose 
limits are marked by the highest contour l i n e  (400ft.) of the Shepherdstown topographic quad., 
a dark btown l i n e  running to  the east, south, and north; and by State b u t e  48 to  the west 
(Rt. 1).  "Bellevue" is thus surrounded by the contour l i n e  and Route 48 except a t  a southwest 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/A code county code. 

slate code countv code' 

1 4 .  Form Prenared Bv 
I 

I 

nameltitie Rodney S. Collins, Architectural Historian and 
Michael J. Pauley, Historian 

organization Historic Preservation Unit date 5- 16- 83 
The Cultural Center 

street & number Capitol Complex telephone . 304/348-0240 

city or town Charleston state West Virginia 

4 2. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: ' 

- national - state kcal 
d 

Aothe designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic ~ r c s k a t i o n  Act of 1966 (Public Law 8% 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Nati d certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the-Nat 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature, 
/ / / / 
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#10 Geographical Data - Verbal boundary d e s c r i p t i o n  and j u s t i f i c a t i o n  

po in t  where t h e  boundary is  formed by a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  between 
t h e  contour l i n e  and Route 48 running east-west.  








