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I. Name 

hls:oric T y q a r t s  Valley C h u r c h  

and or common T y g a r t s  Val ley Presbyter ian  Church  

2. Location 

street & number Route 21 '3 - not tor publication 

city, town Hut tonsv i l  le - vicinity of 

state WV code OS4 county Randolph code 083 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status 
- district - public - occupied 

X -  building!^) - private - unoccupied 
- struc!ure - both - work in progress 
- site Public Acquisi t ion Accessible 
- object N /A in process 2 yes: rest:ic!ed 

- being considered - yes: unrestricted 
- no 

Present Use 
- agriculture - museum 
- commercial - park 
- educational - private residence 
- entertainment - religious 
- government - scientific 
- industrial 
I 1  - - - transportation 

, J '  - m i l i t a ~  i/ ' - other: 

4. Owner of Property - . , - 

, . .. I 1 : . .. - .  
name Presbytery  of Greenbr ie r  

street 8 number 1270 Greenbr ie r  S t reet  . . . . I .  

city, town Charleston - vicinity of state WV 25311 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Randolph County  Courthouse 

street & number P.o. Box 368 

Elkins, WV city, town state 26241 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys . 

title N / A  has this property been determined eligible? - yes - no 

date - federal -- &ate - countv - local 

dewsitorv for survev records 



Condition Check one Check one 
- excellent 

X - deteriorated - unaltered 3- original site 
2 5  good - ruins - altered - moved date 
- fair - unexposed 

Describe the present  and original ( i f  known) physical appearance 

Si tuated  on a bluff overlooking t h e  pastoral T y g a r t s  Valley is one  of West Virginia's 
most ou t s t and ing  examples of wooden Victorian-Gothic archi tec ture .  T h e  T y g a r t s  Valley 
Presby te r i an  Church  is a gem of 19th cen tu ry  ecclesiastic archi tec ture  combining 
simplistic des ign and elaborate fea tures .  

Res t ing  on a solid sandstone  foundation t h e  whitewashed church  is 65 b y  31 fee t  
with a 105 foot sp i re .  T h e  vertical massing and steeply pitched gable roof g i v e  t h e  
s t r u c t u r e  a Gothic appearance.  T h e  circular  open timber gable trim tha t  a d o r n s  t h e  u p p e r  
port ion of  t h e  gable on t h e  f ront  o r  southeas t  elevation is another  noticeable Cothic f ea tu re .  
Below t h e  trim is a la rge  stained g lass  Gothic window with t r ace ry .  T h e  window is 
approximately fifteen feet high and ten feet  wide. T h e  glass is rolled cathedral  g las s  
imported from Europe and fea tures  t h e  seal of t h e  church  of Scotland, a candle, a n d  t h e  
seal  of  t h e  Waldensian Church ,  a burn ing  bush .  (see Statement of Significance) T h r e e  
smaller s ta ined g lass  arched windows a r e  found on t h e  f i r s t  level of  t h e  church  also on 
t h e  f r o n t  elevation. 

T h e  tower and  s p i r e  p resen t  t h e  most s t r ik ing fea ture  of t h e  church.  T h e  tower b a s e  
h a s  two s ta ined g lass  lancet windows, o n e  on t h e  southeast  elevation, t h e  o t h e r  on  t h e  
r e a r  o r  nor thwest  elevation. T h e  en t rance  to  t h e  church  is on t h e  southwest elevation of 
t h e  tower base .  Higher on t h e  tower b a s e  a r e  t h r e e  wheel windows, one  a t  each visible 
elevation. T h e r e  is both horizontal and vertical s iding on t he  tower base  tha t  a d d s  a 
pleasing effect .  Engaged bu t t r e s ses  g o  u p  each corne r  of t h e  tower and form t r i angu la r  
pennicals.  An octagonal belfry with louvered openings suppor t s  t h e  magnificent sh ingled  
sp i re .  A weathervane finial caps  t h e  top  of the  sp i re .  

T h e  s ides  of t h e  church  each h a v e  four  s tained glass lancet windows and engaged 
b u t t r e s s e s .  T h e  r e a r  shows a r e  a s p e  t h a t  ex tends  slightly away from t h e  regular  massing. 

T h e  land encompassing t h e  church  is well landscaped and  slopes gent ly  to  t h e  road 
a n d  o f fe r s  a pleasing visual landmark. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance--Check and just i fy below 

-- prehistoric archeology-prehistoric . - community planntng . - _  landscape architecture - religion 
- 1400-1 499 . archeology-historic - -- conservation - -_ law . science 

- 1500-1 599 . agriculture _-- economics --- literature - sculpture 
- 1600-1 699 -L architecture .- education . military - social! 
- 1700-1 799 -- art engineering - music humanitarian 

1800-1899 - commerce _- exploration settlement -- philosophy theater 
- 1900- - communications -, industry -- politics government - transportation 

.- invention other (specify) 
- -- - -. - - - - -. - - - - - Work of a Master  

Builder. Architect 
specific dates B uil t-.-!_88_3__.. -- _ .- Assac Putxel l ---  

Statement ot Signiticance (in one paragraph) 
Lemuel Chenoweth 

T h e  importance o f  t h e  T y g a r t s  Val ley Presbyter ian C h u r c h  l ies in i t s  be ing  one o f  
t h e  bes t  examples o f  Vic tor ian-Goth ic  a rch i tec ture  in Rest Vi rg in ia,  and  as be ing  
cons t ruc ted  u n d e r  t h e  d i rec t ion  o f  a master bu i lder .  

T h e  T y g a r t s  Val ley Presby ter ian  Church ,  constructed in 1883 o f fe rs  one o f  t h e  best, 
if n o t  t h e  bes t  examples o f  Vic tor ian-Goth ic  a rch i tec ture  in the  state of  West V i rg in ia .  
T h e  u s e  o f  ver t i ca l  massing and a steeply gabled roof g i ve  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  i t s  in i t ia l  
Goth ic  appearance. T h e  open t imber  gable tr im, w i th  i t s  c i r cu la r  and semi-circular 
des ign  i s  a pleasing feature.  T h e  l a rge  Gothic t racery  window on  t h e  f r o n t  elevat ion i s  
a s t r i k i n g  p a r t  o f  t h e  chu rch .  T h e  most not ib le feature is  t he  105 foot steeple. T h e  use 
o f  lancet  windows and wheel windows and t h e  use o f  mul t ip le t e x t u r e d  ver t i c le  and  
hor izonta l  s i d ing  g i v e  t h e  tower a n  a i r  of uniqueness. T h e  octagonal b e l f r y  and high 
sh ing led  steeple f u r t h e r  add to  t h e  Gothic appearance of t h e  chu rch .  

T h e  c h u r c h  was designed b y  lssac Purcel l ,  a noted Philadelphia arch i tec t  a n d  was 
cons t ruc ted  u n d e r  t h e  d i rec t ion  o f  one of West Vi rg in ias most no ted  craftsmen. Lemuel 
Chenoweth (1811-1887) achieved notor ie ty  in the  region for  h i s  hav ing  designed a n d  b u i l t  
many b r i d g e s  along t h e  Staunton-Parkersburg  T u r n p i k e  in the  mid-19th cen tu ry .  Two  
o f  h i s  covered b r i dges  a r e  s t i l l  s tand ing  and in use and a re  p a r t  o f  a National Reg is te r  
Thematic Nomination. T h e  Bar rackv i l l e  Covered B r i d g e  was built b y  Chenoweth in 1853 
a n d  l i s ted  o n  t h e  National Register  March 30, 1973 and the  Ph i l ipp i  B r i d g e  was built in 
1852 a n d  l i s ted  September 14, 1972. T h e  Phi l ipp i  B r i d g e  is  considered b y  many a master- 
p iece  in des ign  a n d  cons t ruc t ion .  

. . 

H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  T y g a r t s  Valley C h u r c h  and Congregat ion 

A l t h o u g h  t h e  T y g a r t s  Val ley C h u r c h  was not  off ic ial ly b r o u g h t  u n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  
of t h e  Greenbr ie r  P r e s b y t e r y  until 1820, T y g a r t s  Valley Presbyter ians were p rac t i c i ng  
t h e i r  form of  workshop as a g r o u p  as ear ly  as 1772. Th i s  makes t h e  congregat ion one of  
t h e  o ldest  organized re l ig ious g roups  west of  t he  Al legheny Mountains. T h e  o r i g ian l  
c h u r c h  was completed in 1831 and  was built of  b r i ck .  T h i s  c h u r c h  was des t royed b y  Un ion  
t roops  during t h e  C i v i l  War who used t h e  b r i cks  for  bu i l d ing  ovens and  chimneys f o r  
t h e i r  w i n t e r  encompment a t  F o r t  Melroy on  Cheat Mountain. T h e  c u r r e n t  c h u r c h  was 
completed in 1883 a n d  was t h e  f i r s t  edif ice in Randolph County  erected upon arch i tec ts  
d raw ings .  O f  pa r t i cu la r  no te  is  t h e  la rge  Gothic window o n  the  f r o n t  elevation. O f  
t h e  var ious  symbols a n d  emblems o n  t h e  window, two deserve pa r t i cu la r  at tent ion.  One i s  
o f  t h e  c h u r c h  o f  Scot land (a candle) commemorating t h e  o r i g i n  o f  t he  Presby ter ian  
C h u r c h  a n d  the  Scotch- I r i sh  se t t le rs  who built the congregat ion. T h e  o the r  symbol, a 
burning bush,  i s  o f  t h e  Waldensian C h u r c h  which was a n  l ta l ian  Protestant  o rde r .  T h e  
men who ac tua l ly  built t h e  c h u r c h  were I ta l ian laborers contracted f rom ra i l road 
cons t ruc t i on  and  were  members of t h e  Waldensian order .  



9. Major BibSisgraphjeail References 

See  Continuation Sheet 

10. Geographical DaSa 
Acreage of nominated propertyA pproxima t e l ~  ' acre 
Quadrangle name Mill Creek 
UT M References 

Quadrangle scale - . L S L ~ O O . O .  

Zone East~ng North~ng 
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Verba l  bounda ry  desc r i p t i on  a n d  jus t i f i ca t ion  

See  Continuation Sheet 
\ .. 1, . 8  .. .. 

--- - 

L i s t  a l l  states a n d  c o u n t i e s  f o r  p roper t ies  over lapping s t a t e  o r  coun t y  boundar ies  

state N / A  code county code 

state code county code 
-- 

1 I Form Prepared By 

nameititle William T. Wright, Historiar: 

0rganiza:ion WesiVirsinia Dept. ofCuiture  S History date January 14, 1986 

street & number Capitol C3nplex telephone (3041 348-0244 

c ib 'or town Charleston state W V  

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national 2- state - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8% 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that i t  has been evaluated 
according to  the criteria and procedures set forth by the Nati a1 Park Sprvice. r7,p 1 State Historic Preservation Ovicer signature \ 

titre State Historic Preservation Officer date 2-27-86 

For NPS use only I 

I hereby certify that this property is included National Register 
/ 

date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date . . . - - - - 

Chief of Registration 






