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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE _ --- 
EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED -UNALTERED XORIGINAL SITE 

-GOOD -RUINS XALTERED -MOVED DATE 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 
----.--- --- 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Tuscawilla s tands  on a kno l l  e a s t  of U.S. Route 219, 3/4 of a mile south of  
Lewisburg. I t  i s  an L-shaped house which has a 5-bay f r o n t  fac ing west. The 
house, b u i l t  i n  1844 of hand-made br ick  l a i d  i n  a common bond, has a p l a i n  bu t  
s t a t e l y  facade of both  Federal  and Neo-Classical design. A one-story por t i co  with 
modified Doric columns is  centared  a t  t h e  f r o n t  e levat ion .  The roof has a medium 
p i t c h  and i s  p ie rced  by two t a l l ,  i n t e r i o r  chimneys a t  each of the  gable ends. 
These chimneys have corbeled caps and each chimney se rves  f i r e p l a c e s  on two f l o o r s .  
The f r o n t  windows a r e  s h u t t e r e d  (and have been from t h e  d a t e  of cons t ruct ion)  and a r e  
one of only two decora t ive  f e a t u r e s  t h e  Rev. Robert Preston would allow. Windows 
on t h e  ground f l o o r  a r e  9/6 double hung sash,  and those  above a r e  6/6. The openings 
a t  t h e  gable  ends a r e  centered  i n  the  facade. 

A t  t h e  f r o n t  and r e a r  eaves of t h e  roof a cornice  was formed of heavy, wide - .  

moulding. This handsome woodwork i s  t h e  o the r  decorat ion t h a t  M r .  Preston allowed 
h i s  con t rac to r -a rch i t ec t  t o  use. A l l  t h e  doors were pu t  together  with pegs and 
have box locks with b r a s s  knabs. The entrance door is almost four  f e e t  wide. That 
p a r t  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  house which forms t h e  e l l  i s  thought t o  have been a detached 
one-and-a-half s t o r y  k i t chen  wi th  quar t e r s  above and with a porch which joined t h e  house 
a t  t h e  hallway. A l a r g e  f i r e p l a c e  a t  t h e  r e a r  ( e a s t )  end of the  ki tchen has a very 
v ide  chimney and a small chimney i s  i n  t h e  k i t c h e n ' s  west gable.  

I 

The f l o o r  p lan  of  t h e  house is simple; it c o n s i s t s  of a c e n t r a l  h a l l  t h a t  
d iv ides  t h e  four  lower and four  upper rooms. The f r o n t  door opens i n t o  a broad h a l l ,  
which conta ins  t h e  stairway.  To t h e  l e f t  and r i g h t  of t h e  entrance; doorways open 
i n t o  t h e  f r o n t  rooms. Or ig ina l  doomays a t  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  h a l l  have been changed. 
A l l  t he  wood t r i m  used i n  t h e  house i s  from t h e  trees--walnut,  maple, and cherry--on 
t h e  proper ty ,  except  f o r  t h e  stairway.  

The woodwork has always been white. The mantels a r e  a l l  much a l i k e  and a r e  
wide, t h i c k  pegged boards which a t t r a c t i v e l y  frame t h e  f i r e p l a c e s .  The open 
stairway has two f l i g h t s  and one landing. I t  has s t rong newels, r a i l s ,  and b a l u s t e r s  
of walnut. The s t a i r s  a r e  appropr ia te ly  p l a i n  b u t  unpainted. The rooms a r e  almost 
square,  a r e  q u i t e  l a r g e  and f e a t u r e  random-width p ine  f l o o r  boards. Some l imi ted  
paneling was added when changes were made t o  the  house i n  1873-86. 

Changes and a t t i t i o n s  were made while M r s .  Carol ine Boomer owned t h e  proper ty  
from 1873 u n t i l  he r  death i n  1886. The ki tchen was joined t o  t h e  house by c los ing  
i n  the  nine-foot space which separated them. Edward W. Knight bought the  farm i n  1909 
and a t  once p lanted  gardens and an extens ive  orchard. The Knights made some changes 
and b u i l t  s eve ra l  add i t ions  beginning i n  1920. The p a r t i t i o n  between the  s i t t i n g  
room and t h e  d in ing room was removed. Three p a i r s  of French doors,  which have panes 
of f ros ted  g l a s s ,  were i n s t a l l e d  i n  the  formal rooms. The o ld  ki tchen was renovated 
i n t o  a d in ing room and a new ki tchen was b u i l t  a s  an e l l  extending south from t h e  
o r i g i n a l  ki tchen.  Screened-in porches were b u i l t  a s  wings a t  each end of  the  house. 

may have occured when t h e  f r o n t  veranda was removed t o  be replaced by t he  p resen t  
l o r t i c o .  Also a t e r r a c e  was b u i l t  across the  f u l l  width of t h e  house. Notwithstanding 
a l l  t hese  changes and a d d i t i o n s ,  only two wings and the  p resen t  ki tchen have made a 
v i s i b l e  change i n  t h i s  very handsome house. These changes and addi t ions  have done b u t  
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l i t t l e  t o  damage t h e  i n t e g r i t y  of t h i s  home of one hundred th i r ty - four  years .  And 
a s  it i s  with most of t h e  Greenbrier Va l l ey ' s  h i s t o r i c  houses, t h i s  home is furnished 
with resplendent  family an t iques  and c o l l e c t i o n s  from many places .  

Other nearby i tems which a r e  important  p a r t s  of t h i s  home a re :  a  c l u s t e r  
of dependencies j u s t  t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  house, garages,  s to rage  bu i ld ings ,  a l a r g e  
gues t  house b u i l t  i n  1952, and a t  t h e  e a s t  corner  of the  lawn a swimming pool wi th  
a two-room " r e t r e a t " .  "Tuscawilla" i s  a "working farm" of 315 a c r e s  which s p e c i a l i z e s  
i n  the  r a i s i n g  and s a l e  of r e g i s t e r e d  p igs .  Eas t  and nor theas t  of t h e  house a r e  
broad lawns, t h r e e  farm houses, and c l u s t e r s  of barns and o t h e r  outbui ld ings .  

The whole countrys ide  is  i n  view from t h e  house 's  h i l l - t o p  s i t e ;  t h e  Muddy 
Creek Mountain t o  t h e  west is i n  f r o n t  and the h i s t o r i c  White Sulphur Gap through 
the  Greenbrier Mountain is  only severa l  mi les  t o  the  e a s t .  

8 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Tuscawilla is viewed a s  among t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  houses of t h e  Greenbrier  
Valley by l o c a l  people who s e e  them o f t e n .  It is  one of t h e  houses b u i l t  by 
John W. Dunn, a noted con t rac to r -a rch i t ec t  of t h e  region.  Though it i s  an 
unadorned farm house of t r a n s i t i o n a l  design,  it is so  wel l  su i t ed  t o  i t s  erivironment 
t h a t  it has. an impressive beauty. A p s r t  of t h i s  environment i s  t h e  outcome of 
c a r e f u l  p lan t ing  and c u l t i v a t i o n ,  over  many years ,  by the two fami l i e s  t h a t  have 
l i v e d  i n  t h e  home, 

A Seminole Indian  name, "Tuscawilla", was given t h i s  house by David R. Pres ton,  
who commissioned it i n  1844. The name means "Two Lakes". M r .  Preston was a  
Presbyter ian  Minis ter  who, while labor ing i n  F lo r ida ,  r e t i r e d  because of ill h e a l t h .  
H i s  wife ,  J e a n e t t e  Creigh,was a  daughter of Thomas Creigh. M r .  Creigh came t o  

r Lewisburg from I r e l a n d  i n  1796. He married Margaret W i l l i a m s ,  a  n iece  of Colonel 
John S t u a r t .  Thomas Creigh was Lewisburg's f i r s t  s torekeeper and became owner of  
l a r g e  t r a c t s  of land. h%en t h e  Rev. David Preston r e t i r e d  he brought h i s  family t o  Green- 
b r i e r  County and bought a  farm from h i s  father-in-law, Thomas Creigh. It was upon t h i s  
land i n  1844 t h a t  t h i s  house was b u i l t  f o r  David and J e a n e t t e  and two young sons ,  
Thomas an3 Walter. A t h i r d  son, John A . ,  was born i n  1847. 

Tragedy seemed t o  hover over t h i s  home. M r .  Preston d ied  a  feb? years  a f t e r  
i t s  const ruct ion .  H i s  t h r e e  sons were caught up i n  the  C i v i l  War. Thomas was 
k i l l e d ,  Walter l o s t  and arm, and only John came o u t  of t h e  s t r i f e  unhurt.  I n  
1866, M r s .  P res ton  was f a t a l l y  burned while alone i n  t h e  house. John A. Pres ton 
l i v e d  out  h i s  l i f e  i n  Lewisburg, a  very use fu l  and wel l  known man. H i s  home 
was the  Johnson Reynold "Mansion". I n  1873 Tuscawilla was sold t o  M r s .  Carol ine  
Boomer. Af te r  he r  death  i n  1886 t h e  farm was rented f o r  some years.  The p roper ty  
was bought by a t t o r n e y  Edward W. ,Knight of Charleston who renovated it and occupied 
t h e  house part- t ime.  M r .  Knight 's  s i s t e r ,  M i s s  E l izabeth ,  l ived  i n  the  house many 
years  and d id  much of t h e  landscaping which g ives  the  house i t s  s e t t i n g .  M r .  and 
M r s .  Edward Dana Knight and t h e i r  ch i ld ren ,  ( t h i r d  and f o u r t h  genera t ions  of t h e  
Knights) l i v e  the re .  This  family c a r r i e s  on an extens ive  farm program on t h e  300 ac res  
Tamworth hogs and d a i r y  c a t t l e  a r e  r a i sed  and sold  f o r  propagation of the  species .  

Two outs tanding f e a t u r e s  of t h i s  grand house a r e :  the  s t a l w a r t  oaks and 
maples and g race fu l  hemlocks t h a t  d o t  t h e  lawn on a l l  s i d e s ,  and, t h e  view of 
t h e  va l l ey  between the  Pluddy Creek Mountain t o  t h e  west and t h e  Greenbrier 
Nountain t o  t h e  e a s t .  
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#8 SUKXATION OF SIGNIFICANCE flTuscawilla" i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  l a te  
Fede ra l  s t y l e  b r i c k  farmhouse e r e c t e d  i n  1844 by t h e  noted b u i l d e r  and 
master  craf tsman,  John Dunn, of Lewisburg. Re f l ec t ing  ou t s t and ing  symmetry, 
w a l l  s u r f a c e s  a r e  smooth and f i l l e d  w i t h  expansive windows. Though commis- 
s ioned  t o  suggest  t h e  s imple  t a s t e s  of i t s  f i r s t  owner, David R. P re s ton ,  
t h e  house is a s o p h i s t i c a t e d  composi t ion i n  which t h e  formal  q u a l i t i e s  of 
window s i z e ,  roof p i t c h ,  and chimney he igh t  combine t o  form a dimension 
of elegance. 

Refined d e t a i l ,  i n  accordance wi th  e x t e r i o r  symmetry and f l a t  s u r f a c e s ,  
i nc ludes  the  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  w a l l  t rea tment  i n  a Flemish bonding, louvered 
s h u t t e r s ,  and a wide f r i e z e  beneath a p l a i n  cornice.  White-painted woodwork 
of superb q u a l i t y ,  t h e  a r t  of mas t e r  b u i l d e r  Dunn, m a y b e  seen  throughout  
t h e  i n t e r i o r .  

"TuscawilBa" s t a n d s  on a k n o l l  i n  t h e  midst  of a v a s t  lawn d o t t e d  w i t h  
g i a n t  oakes and c o n i f e r s .  Commanding one of t h e  r e g i o n ' s  most s p e c t a c u l a r  
views of t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l l y  r i c h  Greenbr ie r  Val ley,  l 'Tuscawilla" f a c e s  
Greenbr ie r  Mountain t o  t h e  e a s t  and Muddy Creek Mountain t o  t h e  west .  The 
ve rdan t  landscape of Tuscawil la  i s  c r e d i t e d  i n  p a r t  t o  Edward W. Knight and 
h i s  s i s t e r ,  E l i zabe th ,  who undertook ex tens ive  p l a n t i n g s  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  M r .  
Knight purchased t h e  p rope r ty  i n  1909. Flanking t h e  eas t - fac ing  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  
i s  a broad lawn p lan ted  w i t h  shade t r e e s  forming an  i r r e g u l a r  c o r r i d o r  t h a t  
a l lows  f o r  an  unobs t ruc ted  view of Tuscawil la  from t h e  en t rance  d r i v e .  

"Tuscawilla" has  long been t h e  c e n t e r  of farm l i f e .  Its a d j a c e n t  ac reage  
has  produced g r a i n  c rops ,  f r u i t ,  and pas turage  f o r  d a i r y  c a t t l e .  The o ld  
b r i c k  house i s  t h e r e f o r e  a farmhouse as much a s  a r u r a l  mansion. 
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nor theas t ,  sou theas t ,  southwest, and northwest e l eva t ions  a t  a r a d i a l  d i s t a n c e  of 
approximately 200 f e e t .  I n  a genera l  context  "Tuscawilla" is s i t u a t e d  a t  t h e  
southwest end of  a driveway, 3/10 of a mi le  i n  length ,  t h a t  begins a t  a p o i n t  south- 
west of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of U.S. Route 219 and Route 37/3 (Davis S t u a r t  Road), 
Lzwisburg-Fairlea v i c i n i t y ,  Greenbrier  Co., W.Va. 
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#I " ~ u s c a w i l l a "  is t h e  h i s t o r i c  and p re fe r red  name of the nominated - 
property.  

87 & 10 "Tuscawilla" i s  a name synonymous wi th  t h e  house, grounds, 
ax1 extended acreage  comprising a modest a g r i c u l t u r a l  complex. The d e s c r i p t i o n  
of  t h e  nominated proper ty ,  however, c e n t e r s  upon t h e  b r i c k  house and i ts 
immediate grounds. The nominated proper ty  inc ludes  only t h e  house and i t s  3- 
a c r e  s e t t i n g .  Outbuildings,  dependencies, and r e l a t e d  s t r u c t u r e s  of t h e  
e a r l y  farm period do not  survive.  Late  replacement s t r u c t u r e s  and new bu i ld ings ,  
o u t s i d e  t h e  nominated 200-foot r a d i u s  (greenbelt)  of t h e  1844 b r i c k  house, 
a r e  not  included i n  t h e  " ~ u s c a w i l l a "  nomination but  r e f l e c t  upon t h e  long- - 
s tanding t r a d i t i o n  of t h e  res idence  a s  a farmhouse and f o c a l  po in t  of a 
long-act ive a g r i c u l t u r a l  complex. 








