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NAME 
HI5TORIC 

l a s l t n ,  Thomas, House; Gamble, I~:or"Limer, Rouse 
. . 

AND/OR COMMON 

Maslin-Gamble House 

LOCATION 
STREET& NUMaER 

132 Main Street -NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN COPIGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Roorefiela - VICINITY OF Second 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

West V i r g i n i a  54 mrdy 031 

CLASSIFI CAT1 ON 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 

-DISTRICT -PUBLIC XOCCUPIED 

XBUILDINGIS) XPRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

- STRLICTURE -BOTH. -WORK I N  PROGRESS 

--SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT -1% PROCESS XYES RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

_AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL -PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL XPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY -OTHER: 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
- - - .  

Mr. Nortimer G a m b l e  III 
pp - -. -. . - - --- 

STREET & NUMBER 

ZOURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC Hardy County Courthou.se 
STREET & NUMBER 

WashingLon and Elm Streets 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

REPRESENTA'IIOM IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

- 
DATE 

-FEDERAL -STATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 



DESCRIPTION 

-EXCELLENT 

X G O O D  

-FAIR 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-UNALTERED XORIGINAL SiTE 

XALTERED -MOVED DATE 

------ --.------ 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

General ly  incorpora t ing  p rov inc ia l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i n  a Greek 
Reviv8.l s t y l e ,  the  Pas?in-Gamble house nonethe less  cont inues 
v e r n a c u l s r  Pedera l  elements t h a t  ha4 been wel l  i n s t i l l e d  i n  South 
I3ranch (of t h e  Potomc River)  V a l l e y  a r c h i t e c t u r e  by e a r l y  n ine teen th  
century ,  This Inrge,  detached b r i ck  dwel l ins  s i ts  m a j e s t i c a l l y  a t o p  
a r i s e  f r o r  s t r e e t  l e v e l ,  a m s s i v e  square f r o n t  u x i t  with l o v e r  e l1  
extend-ing f r o n  t h e  n o r t h  rear. I t s  two-story he igh t  appears somewhat 
cramped with second-floor windows forced  a g s i n s t  a l o w  f r i e z e  and 
corn ice  beneath t h e  main s e c t i o n ' s  h i p  roof ( t h e  e l l  has a gable 
r o o f ) .  A c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  f ive-by f r o n t  i s  the  only  e l eva t ion  con- 
s t r u c t e d  i n  a Flemish bond; o t h e r s  are of a modified -4merican type. 

There i s  a fundamental e x t e r i o r  symmetry, but  s u b t l e  except ions 
can be found i n  such f e a t u r e s  as an  ex t ra  window on each f l o o r  of 
t h e  n o r t h  s ide .  4 s i m ~ l e ,  open ~ o r c h  runs  a long t h e  i n s i d e  of t h e  
e l l ,  and t h e r e  i s  a small s toop on the  n o r t h  elev?.tion t h a t  h a s  had 
a l a t t i c e d  enclosure  added e a r l y  i n  t h i s  century.  The dominant and 
most impressive ~ r o j e c t i o n  f ' r o ~  e x t e r i o r  w a l l  s u r f a c e ,  though, i s  a 
s ingle-bay ,  pedimented ~ o r t i c o  over t h e  main entrance.  I t  i s  
approached by s t e n s  t h a t  l ead  on3 between o a f r s  of handsome Ion ic  
coluxns t o  a s l d e l i g h t e d ,  four- ane el door w i t h  s e m i - e l i p t i c a l  fan- 
l i g h t  above (a r a t h e r  d e t a i l e d  element th%t d e f i e s  Greek aevival 
g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  but  does n o t  d e t r a c t  from o v e r a l l  apweal i n  t h e  
least). This  door i s  surrounded by recessed  panels ,  d e l i c ~ t e  g laz ing 
bars i n  both s i d e l i g h t s  nnd f a n l i g h t ,  an8 a b e a u t i f u l l y  worked orea 
above t h e  l a t t e r  f e a t u r e ,  

Xindows have 6/6 double-hung sash, with t h e  f i r s t - l e v e l  openings 
i n c o r p o r a t i n g  jack-arch l i n t e l s ;  f e n e s t r a t i o n  on t h e  second l e v e l  
above t h e  r a i n  ent rance  incl-udes s i d e l i g h t s .  Xhile symmetry i n  
p lacegent  i s  t h e  r u l e ,  t h e r e  i s  an exception i n  a s i n g l e  window 
between f l o o r s  a t  t h k  rear of the  cen te r  h a l l  t h a t  l i g h t s  t h e  main 
stair. Ex te r io r  doors  a r e  a t  each end of this h a l l ,  doors  also lead 
t o  t h e  e l l  porch from both f i r s t  f l o o r  rooms t h e r e ,  and t h e  passage 
between 2 a i n  s e c t i o n  an2 ell has en t r snces  on both s i d e s .  

Syrmetr ica l  loca t ior !  of c h i m e y s  xas  also fo?lowed, w i t h  t h e  
f o u r  ins ide end chlmneys of the main u n i t  r i s i n g  high sbove t he  roof 
l i n e  ( t h s t  on t h e  s o u t h  r e a r  w a s  r e b u i l t  i n  r ecen t  years  when a new 
o i l  furnace  was i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  fu l l - ,  br lck-f loored baseaent of 
t h i s  s e c t i o n ) .  4 s i n g l e  chimney i s  i n s i q e  t h e  gable  end of t h e  e l l  
and i s  much subordina te  t o  all o the r s .  

Aside from smin en t r snce  detail, decoratiofi  on t h e  e x t e r i o r  
c o n s i s t s  of a r3.entil co rn ice  and a roof deck ru i th  b a l u s t r ~ . d e ,  The 
l a t t e r  ~ r s d o a i n ~ t e s ;  i t s  5iamond-shsped windows a t  t h e   bas^ and 
bu7bous b73.l_73sters ( i d e n t i c a l  t o  those of t h e  r a i n  e n t r m c e  ~ o r c h )  
.sk i .  Jir-1.7 O U ~  2 .p i ins t  an o-oefl b r t ck i ; r~?~n~~ . .  
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A d o u b l e - ~ i J e ,  c e n t e r - h 3 l l  i n t e r i o r  r e t a i n s  g o s t  o r i g i n a l  d e t a i l -  
i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  t r i n  t h a t  i s  d i f f e r e n t  on each s i d e  of e a c h  f l o o r  as 
well as i n  t h e  h a l l s .  4n acan thus - l e s f  ~ o t i f  i s  used i n  co rne r  b locks  
at windorus and door s  ( i n c l u d i n q  sliciinrg 4oors  between double p a r l o r s )  
on t h e  sou th  of t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  whi le  s c i r c u l a r  d e s i g n  i s  on the 
n o r t h  s i d e  and a s t ~ r  p a t t e r n  apDenrs i n  t h e  hall. A hood i s  above 
o ~ e n i n a s  on t h e  s o u t h  of t h e  second l e v e l ,  an6 t h e  n o r t h  s l d e  has p l a i n  
c o r n e r  blocks .  Doors from c e n t e r  h%l-1 i n t o  west  roovs  of t h e  f i r s t  
f l o o r  are f a l s ~  g r a i n e d ,  t h e  n o r t h  wall of the nor thwes t  room a t  t h i s  
l e v e l  i s  ~aneled and i n c l u d e s  p r e s s n s  bes ide  t h e  f i r e p l a c e ,  windows 
on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  have sc layed  r e v e a l s  and a n  underpanel ,  f l o o r s  are 
of o r i g i n a l  yellow pine boards ,  and hardware on f % r s t - f l o o r  doors 
f e a t u r e s  o r i q l n a l  l o c k s  w i t h  s l i d i n s  s i l v e r  keyhole  covers. 

Vhst may be most impressive about  t h e  interior, however, is the 
f i n e  open-well s tair  tha t  i s  cont lnuous from f i rs t  f l o o r  t o  a t t i c  
( t w o  r u n s  with I a n d i n ~  between each f l o o r ) .  It i s  paneled beneath 
t h e  oDen strfng on t h e  f i r s t  €l.oos, inclu'es a f r e twork  d e s i g n  under 
t h e  t r e a d ,  has two turned b l u s t e r s  p e r  s t e p  and  a heavy, r a t h e r  
s tubby ,  newel'. 1% w a r -  l igh?ed,  wlde' hall em_nhasizes a g r a c e f u l  curve  
a t  e ~ c h  landin-s.  

A l t e r a t i o n s  have been l i ~ i t e d  t o  c i z s n ~ e s  r e q u i r e d  t o  p rov lde  
r o d s r n  conveniences ,  Pluvbing,  e l e c t r i c i t y  and c e n t r a l  heating have 
been s d f i e d ,  and t h e  former n e c e s s i t a t e d  ~ a r t l t i o n i n g  of  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  
- ~ s t o i r s  room f o r  a b a t h .  Rooms i n  t h e  e l l  h a v e  had doorways o~ened 
oetween  the^, t h e  s t a i r s  t h e r e  have been noved, s n d  t h e  present rear 
porch was b u i l t  e ~ r l v  i n  t h i s  cen tury .  

4n outbull-dir .s ,  w h s t  w a s  a ~ c a r e n t l y  an  o r ig ina t .  servwts* ( o r  
sl-?vest) q u s r t e r s ,  is a t  t h e  r e n r  of t % e  p r o w r t y  and Is a m r o a c h e d  
a l o n g  a d r i v e  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e .  I t  i s  s two-s tory b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  
w i th  rluat f r o n t  e n t r s n c e s ,  two rooms p e r  f l o o r ,  and i n t e r i o r  stalrs 
t o  t h e  secon4 level qt e i t h e r  end. This  ?mi ld ing  h x s  a g4bln roof  
and  a s i n g l e  i n t e r i o r  ch ianey ,  

I,ancIsca-oin;r; c o n s i s t s  of a cons iders31e  nuvbex and v a r i e t y  of 
hardwood t r e e s  and  rows of boxwood alo2p t h e  s idewalk  fro^ street t o  
n s i n  en t r3nce .  The l ~ t t e r  con t fnues  a l o n g  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  house 
w i t h  two 1arge p l a n t s  p e r  s i d e .  
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC -COMMUNITY PLANN!NG -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE -RELIGION 

ARCHEOLOGY-h ISTORIC  -CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE 

_AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

 ARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION -MILITARY -SOCIAUHUMANITARiAN 

A R T  -ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATER 

-COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION 

-COMMUNICATIONS -I NDUSTRY XPOLITICS/GOVERNMENT -OTHER (SPECIFY) 

-INVENTION 

SPECrFlC DATES C . I848  BUI LDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The k:asl-in-Gamble House i n  Nooref i e l d ,  Eardy County, West 
V i r g i n l a ,  i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of p r o s p e r i t y  In  t h e  valley of t h e  South 
Branch of t h e  Potonac River before  t h e  C i v i l  Nar, A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  
i t  contfnues a t r a d i t i o n  of the  large Federa l -s ty le  p l a n t a t i o n  houses 
o u t s i 6 e  of town while in t roduc ing  n new s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  i n  Greek 
Revival i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t o  the  C O P V U Y ~ ~ ~ ,  AS c e n t e r  of a r e a  p o l i t i c a l  
a f f a i r s ,  i t  served as home t o  one of Hardy Countyts leading spokesmen 
from the 18QOs through the  1370s, and it would later becone t h e  r e s i -  
dence of another  outs tanding  c i t i z e n  who was e l e c t e d  prosecut ing  
a t t o m e  y and state l e g i s l a  t o r .  

Populs t ion  along t h i s  s e c t i o n  of the South 3mnch was s u f f i c i e n t  
t o  warrant  formation of Hardy County, Vi rg in ia ,  i n  1786. Bros4 f l a t -  
lands i n v i t e d  I s rge  s c a l e  f a r n i n q  sirnilax t o  b e t t e r  a r e a s  of piedmont, 
and a modified p l a n t a t i o n - s t y l e  econopy developxl .  Evidence of land 
quality nzs tmns la t ed  i n t o  grand houses by t h e  early n i n e t e e n t h  
century ,  and - t h e  covnty town of i~?ooref8eld p a r t i c i p a t e d  ln growth 
and p rosper i ty .  

Land rms an important in r luence  i n  t e e  life of Thomas Kaslin, a 
local specu la to r  who bouqht and t r a n s f e r r e d  more than 7500 acres i n  
&rdy County d u r i n g  h i s  l i f e t i m e .  I n  1847 he purchased a l o t  on t h e  
south  edge of t o m  and here  s e t  about bul l -d inq t h e  house t h a t  his 
f n ~ i l g  and t h a t  of the  Eortimer Gambles would cont inuously occupy t o  
t h i s  day. Trad i t ion  holds t h a t  txo h l t i r c o r e  b u i l d e r s  were brought 
12 by Er. Maslin t o  supervise  c o ~ s t r u c t i o n ,  Xi t i?  b r i c k  prepared on 
site and t l ~ b e r  from nearby s t ands ,  they comenced e r e c t i n g  a house 
t o  f i t  t h e  econonic, s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  s t Q t u r e  of i t s  owner. 

Influenced by popular  t a s t e  f o r  t h e  Greek Revival but f l e x i b l e  
3-n a d a p t a t i o n  t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r ' s  environment, these b u i l d e r s  created 
a residence of handso~e l f n e s  a n d  f e a t u r e s .  Faired Ion ic  c o l w n s  of 
entrance norch combined w i t h  a deck a t o n  t h e   hi^ roof' t o  i ~ a e d i a t e l y  
i n d i c ~  t s  ~ol'sh and ~ r e s t i ~ e ,  and t h e  entrance door surrounded by 
delicetely divlded  sidelights and fnnliqht (no mat t e r  t h ~ t  i t  v i o l a t e d  
the f l a t n e s s  of Greek ~ e v i v a l )  was inviti~q. It w a s  o ~  the i n t e r i o r ,  
hoxever, t h a t  workers b e c a ~ e  a r t i s t s  i n  carv ing  corner  blocks with 
aca,nthus l eaves  and stars. Eere they provided s ~ l a y e d  window reveals 
w i t h  ~ a n e 7 n d  sectiqns bslow the glass, a2slisd czn5lt~r Lo t h e  w a l l  
of t!?e first f l o o r  northwest r o o 2 ,  and f s l s e  g a i n e d  doo r s  t o  s tand  
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o u t  a g a i n s t  paneled jambs. D e t a i l i n g  was f a s t i d i o u s :  a l o c k  w a s  
p laced  on eaah i n t e r i o r  door  of t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and a s i l v e r  la tch  
covered t h e  keyhole ,  beve l ing  of pane l s  on t r i m  was p r e c i s e ,  and the  
s t a i r  w a s  f i n e l y  ~ r o ~ o r t i o n e d  and ecru ip~ed  wi th  a curved rail. 

One s e e s  and f e e l s  nuch here  t o  r e ~ i n d  him o r  h e r  of  t h e  a n t e -  
bellum South. Such i s  f i t t i n p ,  t o o ,  f o r  Thorcas Nas l in  was sorewhat  of 
a s o u t h e r n  qentlernan, and h e  was d e s t i n e d  t o  be a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  e v e n t s  
t h a t  marked l o c a l  d i v i s i o n  of sympathies abou t  t h e  time of t h e  C i v i l  
a .  Beqinning i n  7850 he w a s  e l e c t e d  a j u s t i c e  of t h e  Hardy County 
c o u r t ,  con t inu ing  i n  t h i s  c a c a c i t y  through a s e s s i o n  of Ray 15, 3865, 
s e r v i n s  as ~ r e s i d i n q  offlcer through much of t h e  war. Xhat t h i s  r e c o r d  
does  n o t  I n d i c a t e  on the s u r f a c e ,  though, i s  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a court of 
%rdy County, V i r g i - r l i a ,  t o  t h e  end,  d e s o i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  :.lest V i r g i n i a  
hzd been admi t ted  t o  t h e  Union i n  1863, and Yas l in  w a s  t h e  l e a d e r  of  

F t h e  sou the rn - l ean lng  f a c t i o n .  

I n  1861 he had r e p r e s e n t e d  h i s  s e c t i o n  a t  t h e  Secess ion  Convention 
i n  Richnond bu t  a b s t a i n e d  from v o t i ~ g  on t h e  a u e s t i o n  a t  hand. In  1872 
h e  w a s  FIc2r.l~ County de legn te  t o  t h e  blest V i r g i n i a  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Con- 
v e n t i o n ,  rnakl-nq a somewhat s ~ e c i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t he  younn s t a t e  as 
noted i n  t h i s  resolution t h a t  was nc3.onted on A n r i l  8:  

Whereas, Yon. Thomas Piaslin, a rnelrber of t h i s  body, ha s  
P re sen ted  t o  t h e  Convention a pen nade from a q u i l l  which, 
w i t h  h i s  own hand, he plucked from t h e   ini ion of t h e  American 
e a q l e ,  w i t h  which oen he a e s i r e s  t h e  new C o n s t i t u t i o n  s h a l l  
be s1 yned ; 

Resolved, That t h e  Convention t h a n k f u l l y  accept t h e  pen ... and d i r e c t  t h q t  t h e  new C o n s t i t u t i o n  be s i g e d  therewi th . , . .  

His a c t i v e  participation i n  ~ o l i t i c s l  a f f a i r s  ended s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  
a n d  h e  d i e d  i n  the l a t e  1870s,  a symbol of d i v i s i o n  healed.  

The Yasl in  p r o ~ e r t y  was s o l d  t o  F o r t i q e r  Sanble I1 i n  t h e  l a t e  
7 8 9 0 s ;  t h e  l a t t e r  was a person of d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  h l s  own r l s h t .  A s  a 
P r n c t i c l n g  lawyer h e  was i n t f r n a t s l y  involved i n  county a f f s i r s  f o r  
ml~ch of his l i f e ,  s e r v i n p  3 s  a member of tGle :Jest V l r ~ i n i a  Rouse of 
Delegates f r o n  1893 t o  1995, 2s a county j u s t i c e  and as p r o s e c u t i n g  
a t t o r n e y  i n  1908-12 anfl ,920-24. H i s  f a m i l y  h a s  con t inued  a tradition 
of invol-vement around Xoorsf i e l d  , a r ~ d  u n 4 e r  t h e  guidance of ? o r t i p e r  
G ~ . m ' a l e  TI1 2nd  ' 'orti- .er C-a~ble  IV, tie 01-6 :/?slln ~ C J U S S  c o n t i r l u ~ s  t o  
r e ~ l n d  r e s i d e n t s  and v i s i t o r s  of t h e  n r o ~ i n e n c e  of t h i s  d w e l l i n g  i n  
l o c a l  h i s t o r y  and t h e  importance of both  f a p i l i e s  i n  wea cleve2opvent. 



Judy, E.L. Xistory of Grant and F&rdy Counties,  Xest V i r ~ i n f a .  
Cflarleston. W.Va.: Charleston P r i n t i n g  Co., 1951. 

Moore, Alvin E. History of H a r c l y  Count of the aorderland. Parsons, 
I T .Vs. : EcClain P r i n t i n g  Co., 19 7? 3. 

Moorefi;.,ld, Y.Va. %rdy County Courthouse. Deed and will books, 
Rooref i e l d ,  .T?a.. Hardy Comty Public  Library.  t:ap and photograph 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED P R ~ P E R T Y  -4'~)-X, 1 .- acr e s  

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION Th e house is 
Pkin S t r ee t  and Cent ra l  Avenue on t h e  f r o n t  (west)  and by i d - e n t i f i a b l e  
fence  and vege ta t ion  l i n e s  on n o r t h ,  south and e a s t .  The l o t  Is agprox- 

>at- 200 f e e t  wide and 273  f e e t  d e e ~ .  
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

- 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME 1 TITLE 

Javes E. iiarding, i i i s t o r i a n  
o R G A N l Z A T l o N R i s t o r i c  Freserva t ion  7 n i t  DATE 

Denar tnen t  n f  Cul ture  and X i s t o r 3  I+krch 3 0 ,  1979 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

The Cu l tu ra l  Center, Capi to l  Complex (304) 348-0240 
CI f Y  OR TOWN STATE 

Charleston West Virgin ia  
4 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL - STATE LOCAL 

-.. 
Cs the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act  of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1 
l..?:eby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
c.-:'?ria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

. STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

TITLE DATE 

FDR NPS USE ONLY 
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY fS INCLUDED iN THE NATKINAL REGtSTER 

DATE 

X F S E R  O f  TdE NATIONAL REGISTER 
ATTEST. DATE 

C H E F  O f  REGISTRATION 

G P O  921-803  






