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>ESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL A P P E A R A N C E  

The present  s t r u c t u r e  comprises t h r e e  s e c t i o n s ,  no t  a l l  b u i l t  a t  t h e  
same time. The main, and o l d e s t  s e c t i o n  s e t s  about  1 f o o t  from the  sidewalk 
o f  Guyan S t r e e t .  Its e x t e r i o r  is .now covered wi th  narrow clapboards.  I n  
t h e  c e n t e r  of t h i s  f r o n t  s e c t i o n  is t h e  main en t r ance ,  which is  covered by a  
s m a l l  roo f .  On each s i d e  of  t h i s  en t rance  i s  a  window. Above t h e  en t rance ,  
on t h e  second f l o o r  i s  ano the r  window wi th  windows on each s i d e  d i r e c t l y  
above those  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  Each of  t h e s e  windows i s  f i t t e d  wi'th a  
s h u t t e r .  For a s  long a s  t h e  house has been clapboarded and s h u t t e r e d ,  t he  
clapboards have been pa in ted  white  and t h e  s h u t t e r s  have been painted green. 
The eaves and corners  have always been pa in ted  brown. 

To t h e  r i g h t  of  t h e  f r o n t  and on t h e  south  s i d e  of t h e  bu i ld ing  t h e r e  
is a chimney i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  bu i ld ing .  This  chimney houses 
f i r e p l a c e s  both on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and on t h e  second f l o o r .  A t  p resent  i t  
i s  sepa ra t ed  from t h e  main body of  t h e  house by s e v e r a l  inches due t o  t h e  
f looding  condi t ions  which t h e  house has had t o  endure. The r e a r  p o r t i o n  of 
t h e  s l ~ p i n g  roof i s  e longated  due t o  an  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  por t ion .  
This a r e a  was once a  breezeway o r  open s e c t i o n  which connected t h e  main 
house wi th  the  k i t chen .  I t  was c losed  i n  t o  make a  d i n i n g  room, music room 
and h a l l .  A t  t h e  r e a r  of  t h i s  a d d i t i o n  is  a  two s t o r y  porch. The ground 
f l o o r  of  t h i s  porch houses t h e  o r i g i n a l  c i s t e r n  f o r  t h e  dwel l ing ,  which has 
been unchanged dur ing  t h e  l i f e t i m e  of t h e  p re sen t  owner. On each s i d e  of 
t h e  chimney t h e r e  a r e  windows on both t h e  f i r s t  and second f l o o r s .  The 
a d d i t i o n  a l s o  has windows on t h e  f i r s t  and second f l o o r s  b u t  they  a r e  not  
a l igned  with those  of t h e  o l d e r  s ec t ion .  

I . . . . . . . . . . . .  ... 
To t h e  l e f t  o f  t h e  f r o n t  and on the  no r th  s i d e  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t h e r e  

i s  a l s o  a  chimney. d i r e c t l y  i n  t h e  middle of t h e  o l d e s t  s e c t i o n .  Again t h e r e  
a r e  windows on both  s i d e s  of t h i s  chimney, bo th  on t h e  f i r s t  and second 
f l o o r s .  On t h i s  s i d e  t h e  a d d i t i o n  which connects  t h e  k i t c h e n  and t h e  main 
s t r u c t u r e  i s  very  v i s i b l e ,  f o r  i t  j u t s  ou t  from t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e c t i o n .  This  
a d d i t i o n  a l s o  has  windows on t h e  f i r s t  and second f l o o r s  and aga in  they__are 
not i n  alignment wi th  those  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e .  On t h i s  s i d e  t h e  
s i n g l e  f l o o r  k i t c h e n  i s  i n  p l a i n  view. This  s t r u c t u r e  i s  cons t ruc t ed  of  
heavy s tone  and was placed on t h e  s i t e  when t h e  o r i g i n a l  b u i l d i n g  was recon- 
s t r u c t e d .  A t  p r e sen t ,  t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  a r e  two sheds which 
once occupied a  p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  proper ty .  They have been moved 
t o  t h e i r  p resent  l o c a t i o n  because of vandalism and t h e f t .  This  has  occurred 
during t h e  present  owner's l i f e t i m e .  

The i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  p re sen t s  one wi th  t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  s t e p  
back a  hundred yea r s .  The main en t rance  l eads  t o  a  h a l l  from which t h e  
s t a i r s  t o  t he  second f l o o r  r i s e .  To t h e  l e f t  o f  t h e  viewer i s  t h e  main par-  
l o r  o r  s i t t i n g  room. This  i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  room i n  t h e  house and has a  f i r e -  
place wi th  i t s  o r i g i n a l  mantle .  To t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  en t r ance  i s  what i s  now 
used a s  a  den and what was a t  one time t h e  d in ing  room. This  room a l s o  has 
3 f i r e p l a c e  with i t s  o r i g i n a l  mantle. This  mantle  shows t h e  warping which 
xcompanies t h e  r e s u l t s  of  f looding.  This  f l ood ing  c o n d i t i o n  has been 
zor rec ted  by t h e  e r e c t i o n  of a f lood wal l .  The l i v i n g  room, f r o n t  h a l l  and 
3en a r e  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e .  To t h e  r e a r  of  t h e  den i s  t h e  music 
room, a  h a l l ,  and t h e  p re sen t  d in ing  room. These rooms a r e  i n  t h e  a d d i t i o n  
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T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

This  house was loca ted  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  v i l l a g e  of Guyandotte which 
gas on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  Guyandotte River .  There i s  proof t h a t  James 
: a l l age r  purchased t h e  l o t  upon which t h i s  house s t ands  i n  1810. I n  Cabel l  
:ounty Annals, Wallace s t a t e s  t h a t  " . . .Gal lager ,  who l i v e d  i n  G a l l a p o l i s  
:Ohio), f l o a t e d  h i s  home down t o  Guyandotte and s e t  i t  up and went i n t o  
)us iness ."  I t  can  be  assumed t h a t  t h e  C a r r o l l  house i s  t h e  one mentioned 
~bove .  I t s  a c t u a l  age i s  unknown. 

Between 1810 and 1855 t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  owners. I n  March of 1855 
'homas C a r r o l l  purchased t h e  property.  I t  i s  a t  t h i s  junc ture  t h a t  h i s t o r y  
jecomes f a c t .  Th i s  house has been i n  t h e  C a r r o l l  family s i n c e  1855. Miss 
fadie C a r r o l l ,  t h e  p re sen t  owner, being a  d i r e c t  descendant.  When t h e  home 
?as purchased i n  1855, Thomas C a r r o l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  i t  a s  a  c e n t e r  f o r  h i s  
' a i t h ,  t h a t  being Ca tho l i c .  For s e v e r a l  years  s e r v i c e s  of t h a t  f a i t h  were 
~ e l d  r e g u l a r l y  i n  t h i s  bu i ld ing .  A t  t h a t  t ime i t  was a  four-room b u i l d i n g  
I£ Jenny Lind s t y l e  wi th  a  heavy s tone  k i t c h e n  separa ted  from the  main 
t r u c t u r e  by a  breezeway. This  fo r t f r e s& 'o f  a  kitch'en proeided s h e l t e r  f o r  
he C a r r o l l  fami ly  dur ing  t h e  C i v i l  War B a t t l e  of  Guyandotte on Sunday 
vening,  November 10, 1861. Uniori troops,"as a  ma t t e r  of r e t r i b u t i o n ,  begar 
o burn t h e  town. Th i s  house was saved due t o  t h e  pleading of Mrs. C a r r o l l  
ased  upon h e r  d e s i f e  fo r e t a i n  a home f o r  h e r  smal l  chi ldren.-  However, t h i  
my not  have been t h e  only  motive f o r  t h i s  same Mrs. C a r r o l l  r a n  a  boarding 
ouse h e r e  f o r  some t ime c a l l e d  the  C a r r o l l  Inn. This  I n n  served a s  a n  
a t i n g  p lace  f o r  r i v e r  men and a  s t o p  f o r  s tagecoaches on t h e  James River  
urnpike.  

When C o l i s  P. Huntington came t o  Guyandotte t o  f i n d  a  te rmina l  f o r  
he  Chesapeake and Ohio Rai lroad he t i e d  h i s  h o r s e  t o  t h e  mayor's h i t c h i n g  
o s t  whi le  e a t i n g  h i s  d inne r  i n  t he  C a r r o l l  house. When t h e  horse  man- 
uvered h imsel f  onto t h e  sidewalk, t h e  mayor, Ed Smith, s e t  him loose .  Wher 
un t ing ton  l e f t  t h e  C a r r o l l  house i t  took him s e v e r a l  hours  t o  f i n d  and 
o r r a l  t h e  ho r se .  During t h i s  time he became very  angry and vowed never t o  
e t u r n  t o  Guyandotte,  b u t  r a t h e r  would b u i l d  h i s  te rmina l  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  
f  t h e  Guyandotte River .  This  he  d id .  The c i t y  of Huntington was t o  pros-  
e r  whi le  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  Guyandotte was t o  s t a g n a t e  and even tua l ly  be ab- 
orbed by t h e  c i t y  of Huntington. 

Throughout t h e  years  t h e  house has  withstood f looding  on many 
ccas ions .  Th i s  has  been solved by t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  a  f loodwall  a long 
he  Guvandotte River .  The i n t e r i o r  of  t h e  house is  a u t h e n t i c  due t o  t h e  
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7 .  DESCRIPTION (continued) 

which connects t h e  o r i g i n a l  house wi th  t h e  k i tchen .  The k i t c h e n  i s  t o  t h e  
r e a r  of  t h e  d in ing  room and i s  cons t ruc ted  of  heavy s tone .  A t  one t ime i t  
stood s e p a r a t e  from t h e  main s t r u c t u r e .  I t  i s  a  s i n g l e  f l o o r  s t r u c t u r e .  

The second f l o o r  i s  made up of t h r e e  bedrooms and a ba th .  One bedroom is 
d i r e c t l y  above t h e  l i v i n g  room, t h e  second bedroom above t h e  den and t h e  t h i r c  
bedroom above the  music room and d in ing  room. A l l  o f  t h e  rooms have low 
c e i l i n g s ,  board doors and o r i g i n a l ,  hand-rubbed pine woodwork. There i s  
n e i t h e r  a n  a t t i c  nor a basement i n  t h e  bui ld ing .  I t s  foundat ion  r e s t s  upon 
p i e r s .  The roof i s  now of t i n  which replaced wooden s h i n g l e s .  , 

3 .  SIGNIFICANCE (continued) 

f a c t  t h a t  changes have been minimal. The i n t e r i o r  of  t h e  house appears  t o  
lave been unchanged f o r  many yea r s .  The present  owner, Miss Madie C a r r o l l ,  i s  
:onfined t o  a  nurs ing  home. She w i l l  not  a l low v i s i t o r s  bu t  t h e r e  i s  a n  ex- 
- e l l e n t  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t he  house may be pub l i c ly  acqui red  upon h e r  death.  

The house i s  an  e x c e l l e n t  example of  r i v e r  town a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  a  s t age -  
:oach s t o p ,  an  inn ,  a  p lace  of r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e s ,  and c e r t a i n l y  possesses  
:he a n t f q u i t y  t o  be  included i n  t h e  Nat iona l  Reg i s t e r .  
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A M E  A N D  T I T L E :  

Edward R. Bleau, Field Research Agent 
R G A N I  Z A T I O N  D A T E  

West Virginia Antiquities Commission Oct. 1, 1972 
T R E E T  A N D  N U M B E R :  

Old Mountainlair, West Virginia University 
I T Y  O R  TOWN:  

Mornantown 

A s  the d e s i g n a t e d  S ta te  Lia i son  Officer  for t h e  Na- 

t iona l  His tor ic  Preserva t ion  Act of 1966 ( P u b l i c  L a w  

89-665). I hereby nominate t h i s  property for inc lus ion  

i n  t h e  Nat iona l  R e g i s t e r  and cerl ify tha t  i t  h a s  b e e n  

eva lua ted  according to  t h e  cri ter ia  and p r o c e h r e s  s e t  

forth by the Nat iona l  P a r k  Service.  T h e  recommended 

l e v e l  of s ign i f icance  of this  nomination is: 

State L o c a l  

d T i t l e  Stat Historic Presezivation 
Officer 

D a t e  m y  30, 1973 

-- 

T A  T E  

West Virginia 
I C O D E  

- , - 
NATIONAL R E G I S T E R  VERtFlCATlQN 

I hereby cer t i fy  that  t h i s  property i s  included i n  t h e  

Nat iona l  Regis te r .  

-- -- - - 

Chief,  Office of Archeology a n d  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  

D a t e  

ATTEST: 

K e e p e r  of T h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  

L a t e  
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