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The main en t r ance  of The Greenbr ie r  complex is  o f f  U.S. Route 60 a t  
t h e  west end of t h e  town of m i t e  Sulphur Springs.  A s  you pas s  through t h e  
g a t e  and tu rn  west ,  t h e  impress ive  facade  of t h e  massive c e n t r a l  b u i l d i n g  
p l ea s ing ly  g r e e t s  and i n v i t e s .  

The 250-room nucleus  of t h e  Georgian-style  s t r u c t u r e  was opened i n  
1913. On t h e  ground f l o o r  l e v e l  a r e  t h e  l o b b i e s ,  bus ines s  o f f i c e s  and 
numerous shops. The f l o o r  n e x t  above inc ludes  such pub l i c  rooms a s  t h e  
audi tor ium and t h e  Cameo Ballroom. The f i v e  upper f l o o r s  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  
s e c t i o n  and a d d i t i o n s  c o n t a i n  650 g u e s t  s u i t e s .  

The North and V i r g i n i a  wings have been added t o  t h e  main bu i ld ing ,  and 
t h e  West V i rg in i a  Bui ld ing ,  which houses t h e  Greenbrier  C l i n i c ,  was b u i l t  
behind and t o  t h e  wes t  of t h e  l a t t e r  i n  1962. 

The c o t t a g e  rows and t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  Cot tage Museum f a c e  t h e  h o t e l  i n  
a s e m i c i r c l e  from t h e  west  t o  t h e  n o r t h  and e a s t .  Surrounding a l l  of t h e  
bu i ld ings  a r e  l o v e l y  expanses of lawns d o t t e d  wi th  shrubs  and gardens.  
Some gardens a r e  formal ,  b u t  much of t h e  beauty  of t h e  Greenbr ie r  i s  t h e  
i n fo rma l i t y  of t h e  Howard's Creek Val ley w i t h  i t s  mountain background. 

Three major s p r i n g s  flow on t h e  grounds: t h e  b l ack  su lphur  (over which 
t h e  famous 1830's p a v i l i o n  was cons t ruc t ed ) ,  t he  whi te  su lphur  cha lybea te  
and t h e  whi te  su lphur .  A l l  have a  g e o l o g i c a l  hor izon  of Marcel lus  Sha le  
and temperatures  of 60" F. t o  64" F. The whi te  su lphur  cha lybea te  i s  t h e  
m l y  one which has  produced a c i d  samples,  wh i l e  t h e  o t h e r s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  
su lphure t t ed ,  c a l c i c  and s a l i n e  o r  a l k a l i n e .  

rHE GREENBRIER 

Shor t l y  a f t e r  t h e  Chesapeake and Ohio Railway Company purchased t h e  
r e s o r t  p roper ty  i n  1910, i t  secured  New York a r c h i t e c t  F rede r i ck  Jun ius  
S t e rne r  t o  des ign  a  s t r u c t u r e  t o  t a k e  i t s  p l ace  bes ide  t h e  famous "Old 
h i t e "  main h o t e l .  Completed i n  1913, t h i s  seven-story Georgian b u i l d i n g  
impressed a l l  who looked upon i t s  p ropor t i ons .  The c e n t r a l  en t r ance  pro- 
j e c t s  from t h e  f acade  a  b i t  f u r t h e r  than  t h e  col lonade which runs  t h e  
length  of t h e  f r o n t  and is  suppor ted  by broad p i l l a r s  r i s i n g  two s t o r i e s  
t o  an arched cap on top  of which a r e  four -s tory  columns which suppor t  a  
~ i g h  pediment. Th i s  pediment i s  adorned i n  i t s  c e n t e r  by a  geometr ical ly-  
divided oval .  A c o r n i c e  runs  t h e  l e n g t h  of t h e  bu i ld ing  between t h e  s i x t h  
and seventh f l o o r s .  The p ropor t i ons  a r e  b e t t e r  r e a l i z e d  when one cons ide r s  
t h a t  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  housed 250 bedrooms bes ides  t he  numerous p u b l i c  rooms 
2n t h e  two lower f l o o r s .  

Over t h e  yea r s  t h i s  ha s  remained t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  Greenbr ie r  complex, 
lndergoing r edeco ra t i on  on occas ion  and having a  covered passenger embar- 
ca t i on  a r e a  added a f t e r  World Kar 11. The Bath Fling ad jo ined  when t h e  
s t r u c t u r e  was f i r s t  b u i l t  and a  North Wing (1931), V i rg in i a  Wing (1931), 
J e s t  Wing (1954) and Old b x i t e  Club (1957) have been a t t ached ,  b u t  a l l  are 
in  keeping wi th  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  of t h e  o r i g i n a l .  
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

The Greenbrier  r e s o r t  complex has a  long h i s t o r y  a s  a  p l ace  of r e s t  
and r e l axa t ion .  P r i o r  t o  t h e  C i v i l  War i t  was a  haven f o r  t h e  Southern 
'hppercrus2 'and  a t t r a c t e d  s e v e r a l  United S t a t e s  p re s iden t s .  The n a t u r a l  
s e t t i n g  and formal gardens complemented the  f i n e  l i n e s  of i ts  e a r l y  cot- 
t ages ,  The Old White h o t e l  and The Greenbrier  i t s e l f  a f t e r  1913. The r e s o r  
was on the  pa th  of Fede ra l s  and Confederates dur ing  t h e  C i v i l  War and 
served a s  an internment  c e n t e r  and m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l  dur ing  World War 11. 
Impressive a s  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  have been over t he  yea r s ,  t h e  people who have 
v i s i t e d  and t h e  uses  t o  which t h e  a rea  has  been p u t  a l l  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  
r i c h  h i s t o r y  of The Greenbr ie r .  

The land on which p a r t  of t h e  r e s o r t  is  b u i l t  was f i r s t  claimed about 
1750 by Nicholas (Nathanie l )  Carpenter  through "tomahawk t i t l e "  o r  "corn 
r igh t s . "  Claims a g a i n s t  t h e  hold ing  were s e t t l e d  i n  1784, b u t  Michael 
Bowyer, son-in-law t o  Carpenter  and then owner, d id  n o t  f i n d  any reason t o  
develop the  a r e a  of mine ra l  s p r i n g s  s a i d  t o  have been proven e f f e c t i v e  i n  
1778 by M r s .  Amanda Anderson who was cured of rheumatism by t h e  waters .  

With t h e  opening i n  1790 of what was l a t e r  known a s  S t a t e  Road, 
t r a v e l i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  mountains from e a s t e r n  Vi rg in i a  increased  and a few 
bu i ld ings  were cons t ruc t ed  a t  White Sulphur Springs t o  house v i s i t o r s .  The 
r e a l  spur  t o  bus ines s ,  however, was the  opening of t h e  James River  and 
Kanawha Turnpike i n  1824. 

b o n g  t h e  f i r s t  permanent s t r u c t u r e s  a t  t he  p re sen t  h o t e l  s i t e  was 
Pa rad i se  Row, a  group of a t t ached  co t t ages  b u i l t  about 1800. I n  1809 a 
two-story tavern  w i t h  rooms was cons t ruc ted  by Bowyer and a  son-in-law, 
James Calwell ,  and around 1815 the  Alabama Row was added. White Sulphur 's  
r e p u t a t i o n  was spreading  throughout the  South by then,  and t h e  weal thy were 
a t t r a c t e d  t o  a p l a c e  zway from t h e i r  nore  i s o l a t e d  r eg ions  which o f f e r e d  a  
way of d i sp l ay ing  t h e i r  q u a l i t y  t o  s o c i a l  equals .  

I n  1816 t h e  f i r s t  p r i v a t e  co t t age  of a  grand s c a l e  was b u i l t  by 
Stephen Henderson, a  weal thy sugar  p l a n t e r  from New Orleans. This  two- 
s t o r y ,  colonnaded home i n  t h e  Federa l  s t y l e  i s  now known a s  t h e  P re s iden t ' s  
Cottage because of t h e  many United S t a t e s  p re s iden t s  who spen t  summers 
t h e r e  and se rves  a s  a museum. (Martin Van Buren, John Ty le r  and Mi l l a rd  
Fi l lmore used i t  a s  a summer White House. Fourteen o t h e r  p r e s i d e n t s  have 
v i s i t e d  hThite Sulphur,  e l even  of t hese  while  i n  o f f i c e ;  t h e  f i r s t  was 
9ndrew Jackson and t h e  l a s t  Lyndon B. Johnson.) 

The James River and Kanawha Turnpike placed t h e  r e s o r t  on t h e  main 
~ ighway  from e a s t e r n  V i r g i n i a  t o  Charleston and t h e  Ohio a r e a  by 1824 and 
a c c e s s i b i l i t y  was g r e a t l y  increased .  The highway brought  more p l a n t e r s  
and businessmen, i nc lud ing  Bal t imore lawyer John H.B.   atr robe, son of t h e  
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7. DESCRIPTION (Continued) 

PRESIDENT'S COTTAGE 

The p r e s i d e n t ' s  Cot tage  w a s  f i r s t  cons t ruc ted  a s  a p r i v a t e  r e s i d e n c e  i n  
1816 by Stephen Henderson, a weal thy New Orleans sugar  p l a n t e r .  S ince  t h e  
bu i ld ing  has been used a s  a v a c a t i o n  r e s idence  by s e v e r a l  United S t a t e s  
p re s iden t s  whi le  i n  o f f i c e ,  i t  has  been named i n  honor of t h e  h igh  o f f i c e  of 
t h e s e  d i s t i ngu i shed  g u e s t s .  The s t r u c t u r e  s t ands  a s  n e a r l y  f a i t h f u l l y  t o  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  a s  poss ib l e ,  b u t  two rooms were added t o  t h e  four-room, two-story 
Federal-type bu i ld ing  a t  a much l a t e r  d a t e  than 1816 and t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a i rway  
was redesigned i n  t h e  e a r l y  1930's  when t h e  c o t t a g e  was r e s t o r e d  and converted 
t o  a museum of t h e  r e s o r t  and i t s  gues t s .  Large f i r s t  and second f l o o r  porche 
g race  t h e  f r o n t ,  each having a b a l u s t r a d e  running completely around except  
f o r  t h e  opening of t h e  e x t e r i o r  en t r ance  s tairway.  S ix  columns extend from 
t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  porch t o  suppor t  t h e  second and from i t  t o  suppor t  t h e  s lop ing  
roof which is  a t t ached  t o  t h e  main, r idged roof a t  a s l i g h t  angle .  The house 
i s  of b r i c k  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and pa in t ed  white .  A l a r g e  f r o n t  door w i t h  s ide-  
l i g h t s  and a ten-sect ioned l u n e t t e  a t  i t s  top dominate t h e  f r o n t .  I n  1957 
a second r e s t o r a t i o n  w a s  completed; t h e  porches were r e b u i l t  and t h e  lower 
f l o o r s  replaced.  

THE SPRING HOUSE 

The trademark of The Greenbr ie r  i s  t h e  Spring House, a dome supported by 
twelve columns, which covers  t h e  opening of t h e  b lack  su lphur  sp r ing .  B u i l t  
i n  t he  18301s, i t  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  topped wi th  a l i f e - s i z e  s t a t u e  of Hygeia, 
goddess of hea l th .  A f t e r  t h i s  disappeared dur ing  t h e  C i v i l  War, i t  was 
replaced by an equa l ly  l a r g e  Hebe, t h e  cup-bearer and goddess of youth. 

THE ROW COTTAGES 

The co t t ages  were t h e  o r i g i n a l  g u e s t  res idences  of t h e  complex. Pa rad i se  
Row, a group of a t t a c h e d  c o t t a g e s  b u i l t  around 1800, was t h e  f i r s t  commercial 
housing ou t s ide  of some p r i v a t e  l og  cabins  and was soon jo ined  by Alabama Row 
(about 1815), t he  group of a t tached-cot tages  which today s e r v e s  as t h e  
r e s o r t ' s  Crea t ive  A r t s  Colony. Alabama's i n t e r i o r  had hand-pegged f l o o r s  and 
was graced on the  e x t e r i o r  by spac ious  p iazzas .  South Caro l ina  Row w a s  
s t a r t e d  around 1830, b u t  t h e  r age  f o r  p r i v a t e ,  i n d i v i d u a l  c o t t a g e s  came i n  
with t h e  f i r s t  of Bal t imore Row. Begun by John H.B. La t robe ,  son of American 
a r c h i t e c t  Benjamin Lat robe ,  i n  1832, t hese  bu i ld ings  a r e  i n  a n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
p a t t e r n  known a s  "Old White Cottages." Each has  a h igh  porch approached by 
s t eps .  The hipped roof ex tends  over  t h e  porch and i s  supported a c r o s s  t h e  
e n t i r e  f r o n t  and a p o r t i o n  of each s i d e  by columns. "G" c o t t a g e  i n  Bal t imore 
Row is  commonly c a l l e d  Lee Cottage,  f o r  General Robert E. Lee l i v e d  t h e r e  
while a t  The Greenbrier  i n  t h e  l a t e  1860's.  Tansas and Georgia rows were 
added l a t e r  i n  a style similar t o  Bal t imore,  and Louisiana i s  of t h e  a t tached-  
co t tage  s t y l e .  The c o t t a g e s  have had modern conveniences added and r e b u i l d i n g  

G P O  9 2 1 - 7 2 4  
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(Number a11 entrle.) 7. DESCRIPTION (Cont inued)  

I 
work h a s  been done b o t h  i n s i d e  and o u t ,  b u t  t h e  o v e r a l l  l i n e s  and s t y l e  have 
n o t  changed g r e a t l y  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  

E N T R Y  NUMeER 

8. SIGNIFICANCE (Cont inued)  

D A T E  

famous American a r c h i t e c t  Benjamin La t robe .  He he lped  develop t h e  Bal t imore-  
Row t y p e  c o t t a g e  of t h e  1 8 3 0 ' s  w i t h  t h e i r  wide porches  and l u x u r i o u s  s e t t i n g s .  
A p a v i l i o n  marking a m i n e r a l  s p r t n g  became t h e  trademark of t h e  r e s o r t  and,  
topped by Hygeia, t h e  goddess  of h e a l t h ,  a  monument t o  Sou thern  g r a c e  and 
a f f l u e n c y .  

The s u c c e s s  of t h e  Baltimore-Row d e s i g n  and i n c r e a s e  i n  g u e s t s  l e d  
James Ca lwel l  t o  have s e v e r a l  o t h e r  rows of c o t t a g e s  b u i l t  of  similar d e s i g n ,  
i n c l u d i n g  Tansas,  South  C a r o l i n a  and Georgia ,  a l l  c o n s t r u c t e d  b e f o r e  1850. 

A s  a g a t h e r i n g  p l a c e  f o r  ante-bel lum a r i s t o c r a t i c  Sou thern  f a m i l i e s ,  
White Sulphur S p r i n g s  h a r d l y  knew a n  e q u a l .  The magni f i cence  reached  i t s  
h e i g h t  i n  1858 w i t h  t h e  opening o f  The White ( l a t e r  c a l l e d  The Old White) 
c e n t r a l  h o t e l  which cou ld  house  abou t  700 g u e s t s  and had l a r g e  d i n i n g  a r e a s  
and bal l rooms.  The b u i l d i n g  was 450 f e e t  i n  length ,  and Southern  b e l l e s  g raced  
t h e  f l o o r  of t h i s  " d a n c i n g e s t  r e s o r t  i n  t h e  country ."  More t h a n  300 f e e t  l o n g  
and 120 f e e t  wide,  t h e  d i n i n g  room cou ld  s e a t  about  1200 g u e s t s  a t  one t i n e .  
By t h e  t ime of t h e  C i v i l  !Jar, t h e  complex couldaccommodate o v e r  2000. 

The s p a  w a s  v i s i t e d  b y  t h e  h e i g h t  of r o y a l t y  i n  1860 when "Baron 
Renfrew," t h e  name used by t h e  t h e n  P r i n c e  of Vales  and l a t e r  King Edward V I I  
of  t h e  Uni ted Kingdom, v a c a t i o n e d  t h e r e .  Lord Morpeth was t h e  f i r s t  of  t h e  
B r i t i s h  a r i s t o c r a c y  t o  s t a y  i n  1842, and t h e  l i s t  h a s  s i n c e  i n c l u d e d  Edward 
V I I I  (Duke of Windsor).  S i n c e  1948, The G r e e n b r i e r  h a s  welcomed J a w a h a r l a l  
Nehru and P r i n c e  R a i n e r  and P r i n c e s s  Grace of Monaco, c o n t i n u i n g  a  t i m e -  
honored t r a d i t i o n  o f  r o y a l  g randeur .  

With t h e  C i v i l  War came o c c u p a t i o n  of t h e  s i te  by b o t h  Union and 
Confedera te .  It was u s e d  a s  a  h o s p i t a l  and h e a d q u a r t e r s  a r e a  and n e a r l y  p u t  
t o  f i r e  by N o r t h e r n e r s  under  G e n e r a l  David Hunter.  

A f t e r  t h e  war,  t h e  complex a t t r a c t e d  more g u e s t s  from t h e  North.  
S o u t h e r n e r s ,  however, were  s t i l l  proud enough t o  s t a y  a t  The Old White and i t s  
sur rounding  c o t t a g e s ,  now i n  a  Nor thern  s t a t e .  The d o o r s  reopened on June  1 8 ,  
1867, b u t  t h e  man who renewed t h e  l i f e  and s t a t u r e  of t h e  r e s o r t  a r r i v e d  on 
J u l y  24. Th is  was Rober t  E. Lee who summered w i t h  h i s  f a m i l y  a t  a  B a l t i m o r e  
Row c o t t a g e  i n  1867, 1868,  and 1869 and r o d e  t h e  t r a i l s  on h i s  famous h o r s e ,  
T r a v e l l e r .  

C o l l i s  P. Hunt ing ton  opened h i s  Chesapeake and Ohio Railway t o  White 
Su lphur  Spr ings  i n  1870, and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  t h e  r e s o r t  became f i r s t  rate 
( t h e  p r i v a t e  c a r s  of some " robber  barons"  could  be  s e e n  on a  s i d i n g  i n  t h e  
y e a r s  t o  come). The r a i l r o a d e r ' s  i n t e r e s t s  expanded, and i n  1910 t h e  C h 0 
purchased t h e  spa  and s e c u r e d  Xew Pork a r c h i t e c t  F r e d e r i c k  J.  S t e r n e r  t o  p l a n  
what became t h e  c e n t r a l  s e c t i o n  of t h e  p r e s e n t  G r e e n b r i e r  i n  1913, a t a l l ,  
columned, 250-room Georgian s t r u c t u r e  of m a g n i f i c e n t  p r o p o r t i o n s  and d e s i g n .  

I n  1922 The Old Tv7hite cou ld  no l o n g e r  meet f i r e  r e g u l a t i o n s  and had t o  
b e  d e n o l i s h e d .  I ts s i t e  i s  marked by a  b ronze  p l a t e .  The G r e e n b r i e r  was a  
, - P  v q l ~ r ~ p q s o r  however. and i t s  e x t e n t  grew t o  about  600 rooms a s  wings of 
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s i m i l a r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  des ign  were added i n  1931. 
World War I1 witnessed a d r a s t i c  change i n  t h e  complex, f o r  t h e  a l l - o u t  

e f f o r t  of t h e  United S t a t e s  r equ i r ed  t h a t  The Greenbr ie r  b e  used a s  a temporary 
internment  c e n t e r  f o r  German and Japanese diplomats.  The government purchased 
t h e  r e s o r t  i n  1942 and converted i t  i n t o  t h e  2200-bed Ashford General Hosoi ta l .  
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Many of i t s  f u r n i s h i n g s  found t h e i r  way t o  museums. 

E N T R Y  N U M B E R  D A T E  

I 

The Chesapeake and Ohio bought The Greenbrier  aga in  i n  1946 and a f t e r  
renovat ion  reopened i t  i n  1948 t o  a new e r a  of splendor and t r a d i t i o n .  Beau- 
t i f u l  gardens and open expanses a s  w e l l  a s  a c r e s  of n a t i v e  t r e e s  s t i l l  do t  the  
grounds a s  they have f o r  over  150 yea r s ,  t h e  g r e a t  h o t e l  has  continued t o  grow 
and t h e  co t t ages  s e r v e  g u e s t s  a s  t h e  h i s t o r y  of bygone days f lows from The 
Greenbrier .  Memories of t h e  numerous m i l i t a r y  and p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  who once 
s t ayed  he re  l i n g e r ,  b u t  g e n e r a l s  and p r e s i d e n t s  s t i l l  come a s  they  have done 
s i n c e  t h e  sp r ings  a r e a  began i t s  a t t r a c t i o n  back i n  1778. 

(Number el1 entriem) 8. SIGNIFICANCE (Continued) 
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