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1. Name 
historic "The Bower" 

and:or common 

street & number County Route 111 (Warm S p r i n g s  Road) not for publication 

city, town Leetown + vicinity of congressional district Second 

state West V i r g i n i a  code 54 county J e f f e r s o n  code 0 3 7 

3 Classification 
Category Ownership , Status Present Use 
- district - public - occupied -y- agriculture - museum 
2 building(s) 1L private _IC unoccupied - commercial - park 

, - structure - both - work in progress - educational 1L private residence 
- site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment - religious 
- object - in process y e s :  restricted - government - scientific 

- being considered - yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
- no - military - other: 

4. Owner sf Prorsertv 
name E. P. Dandridge,  Jr., E l i z a b e t h  D. McDonald, and h e i r s  o f  Bishop E.P. Dandridge,Sr .  

street & number c/o Angus W. McDonald, S e c r e t a r y ,  1056 T h i r t e e n t h  Avenue, S .E .  

citv. town Minneapol is  - vicinitv of state Minnesota 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Jefferson County Courthouse 

street & number Washin ton and G~~~~~ strePtq - - 
city, town C h a r l e s  Town state West V i r g i n i a  

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title has this property been determined elegible? - yes _X_ no 

da:e - federal - state - county - local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7.  Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
exce!lent - deteriorated unaltered -;c original site 

- good - ruins _x- altered _.-moved da:e 
- fair - unexposed 
- --A - -- - --- 
D e s c r i b e  the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

11- ~ n e  Bower" s i t s  m a j e s t i c a l l y  a t o p  a h i l l  overloolking o l d  Warn S p r i n g s  Road and 
Opequon Creek,  commanding a s c e n i c  view of unspo i led  r u r a l  beau ty ,  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  end 
o f  J e f f e r s o n  County, Tv'est V i r g i n i a .  "The Bower", a s  t h e  name s u g g e s t s ,  i s  s e t  among 
l a r g e  g roves  of oak t r e e s  ( a s  w e l l  as o t h s r  s p e c i e s )  which g i v e s  t h e  s e t t i n g  a s e r e n e ,  
~ o a d e d  appsarance.  

"The i30;~er" is b a s i c a l l y  a F e d e r a l  s t y l e  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  h a s  been "Gothic ised" ,  
v h i l e  c o n t a i n i n g  some c l a s s i c a l  e lements  a s  w e l l .  Tine b a s i c ,  F e d e r a l  s t y l e ,  b u i l d i n g  
Gas c o n s t r u c t e d  by s l a v e  l a b o r  i n  1805-06 and "Gothic ised"  i n  1881. A d i s a s t e r o u s  
f i r e  g c t t e d  t h e  i n t e r i o r  of "The Bower" i n  March of 1892, though i t  d i d  n o t e d a m a g e  
t h e  w a l l s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  The house  was c a r e f u l l y  r e s t o r e d  i m e d i a t l y  a f t e r w a r d ,  u s i n g  
t h e  s m e  f l o o r  p l a n ,  room d e s i g n s ,  and e x t e r i o r  f e a t u r e s  a s  e x i s t e d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  f i r e .  

"The Bower" i s  a  2 $ s t o r y  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  b r i c k  b e i n g  Flemish bond. The main 
b u i l d i n g ,  r e c t a n g u l a r  i n  c o n f i g u r a t i o n ,  i s  surinounted by a hipped-gabled r o o f ,  w i t h  
t3-in i n t e r i o r  c o r b l e  capped c h i m e y s  on e i t h e r  end. The f r o n t  o f  "The Bower" h a s  f i v e  
52:;s o n  b o t h  t h e  f i r s t  and second s t o r i e s ,  each c o n t a i n i n g  a 4 / 4  window w i t h  a p l a i n  
c o r n i c e  t r i m  and surmounted by h e a d e r  l i n t e l s .  All windows a r e  f l a n k e d  by e x t e r i o r  
iauvereci s h u t t e r s .  -4 one s t o r y  r a i s e d  veranda ex tends  a long  t h e  f r o n t  and south-end 
of the  house axl i s  c a r r i e d  by f l u t e d  wooden I o n i c  columns. The v e r a n d a  i s  a n  1881 
s d d i c i o n ,  r e p l a c i n g  a  s i n g l e  bay porch .  The roof  l i n e  of t h e  ve randa  c o n t a i n s  a 
bracke ted  c o r n i c e .  Tne second s t o r y  o f  t h e  house i s  surmounted by a b r a c k e t e d  c o r n i c e  
wi th  t h r e e - p a r t  e n t a b l a t u r e .  The second s t o r y  o f  t h e  house  i s  dominated on  t h e  f r o n t  
e l e v a t i o n  by a  c e n t r a l  th ree -s ided  extended bay,  c o n t a i n i n g  t h r e e  4/4  l i g h t s  a n d ,  a t  
t he  upper  l e v e l ,  by a Gothic  s t y l e  c r o s s - g a b l e  ( o r  Peak) with r e t u r n e d  c o r n i c e s  and 
s k i n g l e  r o d  of a l t e r n a t i n g  i m b r i c a t e d  and p l a i n  p a t t e r n  s h i n g l e s .  The c r o s s - g a b l e  
c o n t s i a s  one "Gothic sash"  window and is  f a c e d  w i t h  i n b r i c a t e d  p a t t e r n  wood s h i n g l e .  -. 
l n i s  C - t h i c  e lement ,  t h e  c ross -gab le ,  was added i n  1881. The t h i r d ,  o r  h a l f ,  s t o r y  
of t h e  main b u i l d i n g ,  w i t h  a  s h i n g l e  r o o f ,  i s  p i e r c e d  by t w o  gab led  dormers  f l a n k i n g  
e i r h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  c ross -gab le .  

One of  "The Bowertls most prominent  e x t e r i o r  f e a t u r e s  is  t h e  f r o n t  e n t r a n c e .  The 
f r a n c  e n t r a n c s  c o n s i s t s  of a  double  doorway w i t h  a s e m i - e l l i p t i c a l  f a n l i g h t  and p a n e l e d  . , 
s ~ c *  E g h t s  enclosed by a  s i g n i f i c a n t  Federa l -pe r iod  f r o n t p i e c e .  The f r o n t p i e c e  c o n t a i n s  
3 !modcould a t  ths f a n l i g h t  a r c h - p o i n t ,  paneled s p a n d r e l s ,  surmounted by a r e c t a n g u l a r  
,lnt d Y ~ a r u r s  .-L" suppor ted  by f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s .  

T h e  rear  o f  "The Bower" d u p l i c a t e s  the f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  i n  most r e s p e c t s .  The major  
e x c e 7 t i o n  i s  3 grr ic2fUI  two-t iered g a l l e r y  a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  bay,  s u p p o r t e d  by s i x  t u r n  
? ~ s : . i ,  c s p ~ e d  by E a s t  Lake s t y l e  b r a c k e t s  and s p i z d e l s ,  on each l e v e l .  A wooden b d u -  
t r 3 2 i '  t ? : < z m ~ ! ~  a r . ~ * ~ n J  t h e  second t i e r  (upper  t i e r )  o f  t n e  g a l l e r y .  

-. 
; ?e re  i3 a one and a half s t o r y  gab led  roof  wing, added i n  1881, a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  

nor:.? end of t he  =in h o u s e ,  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  k i t c h e n  and s e v e r a l  bedrooms (and t h e  houses  
cnlf 54:?1~003). The roof  of t h 2  wing, which h a s  r e t u r n e d  c o r n i c e s  (a C l a s s i c a l  e lement )  
h - i ~  c--v i ;~b le t !  w a l l  d ~ ~ z r s  on each p l a i n  o f  t h e  gab led  r o o f .  The r e a r  o f  t h e  wing is  
cazcrcd  vi-2 a o n e  s t o r y ,  single bay wooden e n c l o s s d  porch.  
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The main s e c t i o n  of t h e  house c o n t a i n s  f o u r t e e n  rooms. On t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  
t o  t h e  s o u t h  of t h e  c e n t r a l ,  o r  Grea t ,  h a l l  a r e  a  f o r n a l  p a r l o r  and an  e x p a n s i v e  
s i t t i n g  room, d e c o r a t e d  i n  V i c t o r i a n  p e r i o d  wal lpaper  and f u r n i s h i n g s .  From t h e  
w a l l s  o f  t h e  p a r l o r ,  t h e  p o r t r a i t s  of Adam Stephen Dandridge I ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  owner,  
h i s  w i f e  Sarah  Pend le ton  Dandridge,  and t h e i r  s o n  Adam Stephen Dandridge I1 l o o k  
down upon what was c l e a r l y  one of t h e i r  f a v o r i t e  rooms. To t h e  n o r t h  of t h e  h a l l ,  
on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  i s  a l a r g e  d i n i n g  h a l l  and a s m a l l  " b u t l e r ' s  pan t ry"  t h a t  opens  
o n t o  a ha l lway  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  k i t c h e n  i n  t h e  1881 wing. P r i o r  t o  1881, t h e  k i t c h e n  
was i n  t h e  basement. A t  t h e  e a s t  end of t h e  c e n t r a l  h a l l  i s  a  g r a c e f u l  g e o m e t r i c a l  
s t a i r w a y ,  o f  oak c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  second f l o o r .  

The second f l o o r  c o n t a i n s  f o u r  l a r g e  bedrooms and a  "bay window1' room l o c a t e d  
d i r e c t l y  above t h e  f r o n t  h a l l  and f a c e s  westward. A ha l lway  on t h e  second f l o o r  
l e a d s  t o  t h e  second f l o o r  o f  t h e  wing, which c o n t a i n s  two bedrooms and a bathroom 
(added i n  1893). The t h i r d ,  o r  top-half  s t o r y ,  of t h e  main b u i l d i n g  a l s o  c o n t a i n s  

P f o u r  bedrooms and a "Peak" o r  "Gable" room. Both second and top  f l o o r s  c o n t a i n  
l a r g e  ha l lways .  

There  i s  a  one s t o r y  s q u a r e  masonry o u t b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  p v r a n i d a l  s l r i n g l e  r o o f .  
T h i s  o u t b u i l d i n g ,  r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  " s m o k e h ~ u s e ~ ~  h a s  six s l i t - l i k e  open ings  on 
e a c h  s i d e  t h a t  s e r v e  v e n t i l a t i o n  purposes .  

There  i s  a l s o  a one  s t o r y ,  r e c t a n g u l a r  o u t b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  gabled wood s h i n g l e  
roof  and wooden c lapboard  s i d i n g .  T h i s  b u i l d i n g ,  which p r e s e n t l y  s e r v e s  a s  a 
combina t ion  b a r n  and g a r a g e ,  w a s  p r e v i o u s l y  t h e  C a r r i a g e  House and i s  s a i d  by some 
s o u r c e s  t o  p r e d a t e  t h e  r e s i d e n c e ,  though t h i s  cannot  b e  proved a t  t h i s  time. 

"The Bower" is  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  "Gothic ised"  F e d e r a l  r e s i d e n c e ,  w i t h  c l a s s i c a l  
e l e m e n t s ,  l o c a t e d  i n  a n  expans ive  r u r a l  environment t h a t  h a s  changed b u t  l i t t l e  
i n  t h e  p a s t  two c e n t u r i e s .  



-- 

8. Significance 

Period Areas uf Significance--Check and justi!y below 
- prehistoric archeology-prehistoric - community planning -- landscape architecture- religion 
- 1400-1499 - archeology-historic -- conservation - law science 

- 1500-1599 agriculture - economics -g literature sculpture 

-- 1600-1699 architecture - education -g military - social/ 

- 170O-1799 art - engineering - -  music humanitarian 

-2( 1800-1899 - commerce - exploration,settlement philosophy - theater 

- 1900- - communications - industry politics;governrnent transportation 
- invention other (specify) 

T,O-TORY - 

Speci f ic  d a t e s  1805-06, 188 1 BuilderiArchiPect 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

"The Bower", l oca t ed  i n  a  r u r a l ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e c t i o n  of J e f f e r s o n  County, West 
V i rg in i a ,  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  t h e  home of the  Darldridge f m i l y ,  l o c a l l y  prominent i n  
J e f f e r s o n  County f o r  two c e n t u r i e s , l a  and a s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  s i t e  a s soc i a t ed  l o c a l l y  
w i th  the  C i v i l  War and Confederate  General J.E.B. ~ t u a r t . ~ '  "The Bower" is  a l s o  
s i g n i f i c a n t  as being t h e  f o c a l  po in t  of important l i t e r a r y  works, c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  
both n a t i o n a l  and l o c a l  l i t e r a t u r e Y 3 .  and a s  a  l o c a l l y  recognized h i s t o r i c a l  and 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  landmark. 4 -  

Explanatory Notes 

"The ~ o w e r "  a s  it  has been known s i n c e  i t  f i r s t  appeared i n  h i s t o r i c  a n n a l s ,  
is s i t u a t e d  a top  a  h i l l  overlooking ex tens ive  f a m  lands  i n  r u r a l  J e f f e r s o n  County. 
Thick groves of oak t r e e s  a t o p  and around t h e  "Bower H i l l "  suggested the  name "Bower" 
a s  e a r l y  a s  1753 when f i j o r  General Adan Stephen f i r s t  took up r e s idence  t h e r e  i n  a  
wooden hunt ing lodge. A preserved l e t t e r  of General Stephen's ,  dated 1774, i s  headed 
"The Bower. " 

Adam Stephen, Major General i n  t he  Revolutionary War and founder of Mart insburg,  
West V i rg in i a ,  purchased "The Bower" proper ty  on Nay 10, 1750 and l i v e d  a t  h i s  "Bower 
~ o d g e "  from 1753 u n t i l  1772, when h e  moved t o  h i s  l a r g e  hone i n  Nar t insburg  (en tered  
on t h e  Nat iona l  Reg i s t e r  of H i s t o r i c  P l aces ,  October 15, 1970). About 1780, General 
Stephen gave "The Bower" p rope r ty  t o  h i s  daughter Ann Stephen and h e r  husband, Captain 
Alexander Spottswood Dandridge (a f i r s t  cousin of Martha Dandridge Cus t i s  Washington) 
and t h e  couple r e s ided  h e r e  a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  Alexander S. Dandridge's dea th  i n  1785. 

"The ~ o w e r "  p rope r ty  passed,  upon t h e  dea th  of General Stephen i n  1791, t o  h i s  on ly  
g randch i ld ,  Adam Stephen Dandridge I. Adam Srephen Dandridge was marr ied on January 1, 
1805 t o  Sarah Pendleton and, soon a f t e r  t h e  marr iage,  cons t ruc t ion  began on  he Bower" 
mansion. B u i l t  by Black s l a v e  l a b o r ,  t h e  house was completed i n  1806, and became t h e  
home of Adam and Sarah Dandridge and t h e i r  r ap id ly  growing family.  The couple had s i x  
c h i l d r e n ,  one of whom, Mary Evel ina ,  married Robert LT. Hunter. Upon t h e  dea th  of 
Adam Stephen Dandridge i n  1833, "The Bower" passed t o  h i s  e l d e s t  son ,  Adam Stephen 
Dandridge 11, whose marr iage  t o  Serena Pendleton produced t e n  ch i ld ren .  A.S. Dandridge I1 
was a man very prominent i n  J e f f e r s o n  County a f f a i r s ,  a s  wel l  a s  V i r g i n i a  p o l i t i c s ,  and 
h i s  home a t  "The Bower" q u i t e  n a t u r a l l y  became a c e n t e r  f o r  county s o c i a l  events .  
A "gentleman farmer", Adam Stephen Dandridge I1 (a  graduate  of Pr ince ton)  pres ided  over  
an e s t a t e  of about  1000 prosperous ac re s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  to  h i s  farming p u r s u i t s ,  Dandridge 
was known f a r  and wide a s  a breeder  of f i n e  horses .  This  i s  evidenced by a  l e t t e r ,  
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w r i t t e n  i n  1866, of General  Robert E .  ~ e e ' s  i n  which h e  i s  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  r e g a i n  
p o s s e s s i o n  c f  h i s  beloved h o r s e  "Lucy Long". I n  t h e  l e t t e r  General  Lee s t a t e s ,  
I I The mare about  which my son m o t e  you was b red  by M r .  S tephen Dandridge,  of 
"The Eower," Berkeley ( s i c )  County, V i r g i n i a ,  and was purchased from him f o r  m e  
by G e n e r a l  J. E. B.  S t u a r t  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1862--:~Eter t h e  r e t u r n  of t h e  army f rom 
Hary land ."  A d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  "Lxcy Long" f o l l o w s  and General  Lee t h e n  goes  on t o  
s t a t e ,  " I t h i n k  s h e  might be  recognized by any aember of t h e  Army of  ~ o r t h G r n  
V i r g i n i a . "  The l e n g t h y  v i s i t  of General  J.E.B. S t u a r t  and h i s  s t a f f  i n  1862 ( s e e  
n o t e  2 )  i s  a l s o  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h e  h igh  r e g a r d  i n  which Adam Stephen Dandridge I1 
and "The Bower" were h e l d  i n  l o c a l  and V i r g i n i a  op in ion .  

Of t h e  c h i l d r e n  of Adam Stephen Dandridge 11, a number ach ieved  prominance. 
His s o n  Adam Stephen DandrZdge I11 se rved  t h r e e  terms i n  t h e  West V i r g i n i a  House 
of D e l e g a t e s  (1891-1897) and marr ied Danske Bedinger ,  d a u g h t e r  o f  Congressman Henry 
Bedinger ,  who became a w e l l  known poe t  and a u t h o r  ( s e e  n o t e  3 ) .  Another s o n ,  
L e m e l  P. Dandridge,  who i n h e r i t e d  "The Bower" i n  1881, was a prominent J e f f e r s o n  
Count ian  and was t h e  f a t h e r  o f  Edmund Pendle ton  Dandridge. Edmund Pendle ton  Dandridge 
w a s  a  w e l l  r e s p e c t e d  s c h o l a r  and g r a d u a t e  of Oxford U n i v e r s i t y ,  who became E p i s c o p a l  
Bishop of  Tennessee,  s e r v i n g  in t h a t  p o s t  f o r  twenty y e a r s .  He was r a i s e d  a t  "The 
Bower" and always s p e n t  h i s  summers, i t  is  s a i d ,  t h e r e .  

S i n c e  t h e  d e a t h  of Lemuel P. Dandridge i n  Deceaber, 1919, "The ~ o w e r "  h a s  n o t  
been  a permanent p r i v a t e  r e s i d e n c e .  R a t h e r ,  i t  nerves  a s  t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  and home- 
p l a c e  f o r  t h e  l a r g e  Dandridge fami ly .  A caretakc:r  l i v e s  nearby  and farms t h e  l a n d  
a s  w e l l  a s  m a i n t a i n s  upkeep on t h e  house.  Variolls members o f  t h e  Dandridge f a m i l y  
spend a l t e r n a t i n g  weeks a t  "The Bower" d u r i n g  a l l  b u t  t h e  Winter  season  and ,  i n  
August of every  y e a r ,  t h e  e n t i r e  Dandridge f a m i l y  comes home t o  "The Bower" f o r  
t h e i r  a n n u a l  re-union.  

 he Bower was t h e  s e t t i n g  f o r  one of t h e  w s t  memorable e v e n t s  of t h e  C iv i l  
War t o  o c c u r  i n  J e f f e r s o n  County. I n  t h e  a f t e r m l t h  of t h e  f i e r c e  B a t t l e  o f  Ant ie tam,  
t h e  Confedera te  c a v a l r y  under  4lajor General  J -E .3 .  S t u a r t  f e l l  back i n t o  J e f f e r s o n  
County. On September 28,  1862, General  S t u a r t  : i f r ived a t  "The Bower", where h e  
and h i s  s t a f f  were i n v i t e d  t o  set up h e a d q u a r t e r -  by Adan S tephen  Dandridge 11. 
Genera l  S t u a r t  had h i s  t e n t - h e a d q u a r t e r s  p laced  i a  t h e  s h a d e  of a  l a r g e  oak t r e e  
(known a f t e r w a r d s  a s  " S t u a r t ' s  Oak") on t h e  fror.: lawn of  "The Bower." H i s  s t a f f ,  
which i n c l u d e d  General  Wade Hanpton and General  Fitzhugh Lee, encamped i n  t h e  o a k  
g r o v e  nearby.  They began what Davis ( s e e  P a r t  ' j ,  " s c r i b e s  a s  "weeks i n  i d l e n e s s ,  
r a r e l y  i n t e r r u p t e d  by prowling F e d e r a l  p a t r o l s .  ... t h e  c a v a l r y  command was l e f t  
l a r g e l y  t o  i t s e l f ,  and t h e  campaign was fo rgo t tc -n  i n  p l e a s a n t  f a l l  days ."  Davis 
a l s o  r e l a t e s  t h a t  " S t u a r t ' s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  e n t o u r a z 5  was now perhaps  t h e  army's 
l a r g e s t ,  and h i s  camp a t  The Bower was t h e  envy r,f a l l  t h e  commands." Genera l  
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S t u a r t  and h i s  cormnand s t a y e d  a t  "The Bower", i n  t h i s  s p i r i t  of  r e s t f u l  merry-making 
acd e c d l e s s  rounds  of b a l l s ,  p a r t i e s ,  and f l i r t a t i o n s  ( t h s  Dandridge 's  had s ix  
d '?ughters) ,  u n t i l  General  S t u a r t  l e f t  on October  10,  1362 on h i s  famous r a i d  i n t o  
P e n c s y l - ~ a n i a .  A f t e r  a n o t h e r  week, t h e  remainder of t h e  cornand l e f t  " The Bower" 
and r e - j o i n e d  S t u a r t ,  now camped a t  Leesburg,  V i r g i n i a ,  l e a v i n g  "The Bower" w i t h  
many ~ e m o r i e s  of a n  a lmos t  " f a i r y - t a l e "  exper ience .  

Before  S t u a r t ' s  d e p a r t u r e ,  he  purchased a f i n e  mare from Adam Stephen Dandridge I1 
f o r  Genera l  Robert  E. Lee. T h i s  i n c i d e n t  i s  r e l a t e d  above i n  n o t e  1. 

3.11 The Bower" h a s  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  f o r  a v a r i e t y  of l i t e r a r y  works,  
and was t h e  r e s i d e n c e  o f  one major  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  West V i r g i n i a  a u t h o r .  

A s  e a r l y  a s  1832 "The Bower" made i t s  appearance i n  t h e  pages  of l i t e r a t u r e .  
Prominent n o v e l i s t  John  Pendle ton  Kennedy v i s i t e d  "The Bower1' t h a t  y e a r  and  e n j  oyed 
a l e n g t h y  s t a y  as t h e  g u e s t  o f  t h e  Dandridge f a m i l y .  L a t e r  i n  t h e  y e a r  h i s  n o v e l  
Swallow Barn,  a  work of f i c t i o n  d e s c r i b i n g  c o u n t r y  l i f e  on a  s o u t h e r n  p l a n t a t i o n ,  
was p u b l i s h e d .  I t  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  f a c t  t h a t  much o f  t h e  book i s  based upon l i f e  a t  
"The Bower" as viewed by a u t h o r  Kennedy. 

The v i s i t  of  General  J.E.B. S t u a r t  t o  "The Bower" i n  1862 sparked a  f l u r r y  o f  
l i t e r a r y  a c t i v i t y ,  beg inn ing  w i t h  n o v e l i s t  John  Eas ton  Cooke who w a s  s e r v i n g  w i t h  
S t u a r t  and d i d  some of h i s  w r i t i n g  under  t h e  t r e e s  of "Tlne Bower". A f t e r  t h e  end 
o f  t h e  war,  a  number o f  a u t h o r s  wrote  of "The Bower" and i t s  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
a lmos t  l e g e n d a r y  S t u a r t .  Henry Kyd Douglas' book --- I Rode w i t h  S tonewal l  s p e a k s  a t  
l e n g t h  of t h e  p l e a s a n t  and e n t e r t a i n i n g  n a t u r e  o f  l i f e  a t  "The Bower", a s  d o e s  
Burke Davis '  JEB S t u a r t ,  t h e  L a s t  C a v a l i e r  (1957) and W. W. B l a c k f o r d ' s  War Years  ------- 
w i t h  JES S t u a r t  (1945).  -- 

The most impor tan t  l i t e r a r y  f i g u r e  t o  be  d i r e c t l y  l i n k a d  w i t h  "The Bower" i s  
unques tonab ly  Danske Bedinger Dandridge. Born i n  Denriark i n  1858 ("Danske" means 
" L i t t l e  Dane") s h e  was t h e  d a u g h t e r  of Henry Bedinger ,  C.S. Congressman from V i r g i n i a  
1845-1849 and M i n i s t e r  t o  Denmark, 1854-58. She mar r ied  Ad= Stephen Dandridge 111 
a t  "The Bower" i n  1877 and t h e y  l i v e d  t h e r e  f o r  a  t i n e  b e f o r e  moving t o  t h e  n e a r b y  
e s t a t e  of "Rose Brake." Mrs. Dandridge was a  p r o l i f i c  poe:, h e r  work a p p e a r i n g  i n  
such  p r e s t i g i o u s  p u b l i c a t i o n s  a s  The Century and Harpers ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  l o c a l  h i s t o r -  
i c a i  w r i t e r  of n o t e .  Her chief p o e t i c a l  works were J o y  and Other Posas  (1888) and 
Rose Brake,  p u b l i s h e d  by G.P. Putnam's of Kew York i n  1890. Her s e r i o u s  h i s t o r i c a l  -- 
works i n c l u d e  George Michael Badinger ,  a Kentacky P i o n e e r ,  a b iography  (1900) ,  
American P r i s o n e r s  -- of t h e  Revolu t ion  (1911) and H i s t o r i c  Shepherdstobn (1910) ,  a n  

i m p o r t a n t  l o c a l  h i s t o r y .  Danske Bedinger D a n d r i d ~ e  d i e d  i n  1916. 
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4.1'The Bower" s t a n d s  a s  a n  impor tan t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  landrnark of  J e f f e r s o n  
County. The mansion i s  b a s i c a l l y  a two and a  h a l f  s t o r y  Federa l  s t y l e  masonry 
s t r u c t u r e ,  b u i l t  by s l a v e  l a b o r  i n  1805-06. I n  1881 Gothic accou te rments  were  
added ,  which i n c l u d e  t h e  Gothic  c r o s s - g a b l e  on t h e  roof l e v e l ,  a  s m a l l  k i t c h e n  
k i n g ,  and l a r g e ,  wrap-around veranda  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  A f i r e  i n  March of 1892 
g u t t e d  much of t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  though i t  was r e - b u i l t  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
d e s i g n  and w i t h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  w a l l s  i n t a c t .  "The Bower" i s  mentioned a s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  
example o f  "landmark a r c h i t e c t u r e "  i n  J e f f e r s o n  County i n  numerous l o c a l  and s ta te  
p u b l i c a t i o n s .  

The S t a t e  of West V i r g i n i a  has  e r e c t e d  a h i s t o r i c  highway marker on  t h e  Leetown 
r o a d ,  t h r e e  m i l e s  away, e n t i t l e d  "The Bower.'' I n  1977 t h e  J e f f e r s o n  County Landmark 
Commission d e s i g n a t e d  "The Bower" as a  County Landmark, and t h e r e  i s  a b r o n z e  p l a q u e  
a f f i x e d  t o  "The Bower" t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  

I "The Bower", as i t  has always been known i n  h i s t o r i c  t i m e s ,  i s  a n  a r c h i t e c t u a l .  
landmark i n  J e f f e r s o n  County which h a s  p layed  a  prominent and s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  
a wide  v a r i e t y  of a r e a s  on t h e  l o c a l ,  s t a t e ,  acd n a t i o n a l  l e v e l s .  
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XcDonald, Angus W . ,  "The Bower", unpubl ished manuscr ip t ,  W.Va. A n t i q u i t i e s  Ctommission 
F i l e s ,  C h a r l e s t o n ,  W.Va., 1976. 

"Oral  I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  D r .  John A. Washington" by Michael J. Pauley , "Hare.wood", 
C h a r l e s  Town, W.Va., August 12 ,  1981. 

S p i r i t  - of J e f f e r s o n  Advocate,  "Designated a s  County Landmark" a r t i c l e ,  Char les  Town, 
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I t em 13, Verbal  boundary d e s c r i p t i o n  and j u s t i f i c a t i o n  .... C o n t i n u a t i o n  

t h e n c e  n o r t h e a s t  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  High Hedge ( a s  i t  e n c l o s e s  t h e  r e a r  garden a r e a )  
t o  t h e  p o i n t  where t h e  i-Iigh Hedge meets  t h e  p r i v a t e  road of The Bower. Thence 
due wes t  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of s a i d  p r i v a t e  road  850 f e e t  t o  where t h e  p r i v a t e  
road  meets  County Route 1/1, thence  due s o u t h  600 f e e t  a l o n g  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of 
County Route 1/1 t o  t h e  p o i n t  of o r i g i n :  e n c l o s i n g  a n  a r e a  of approx imat ly  8 a c r e s ,  
c o n t a i n i n g  The Bower, i t s  p r i n c i p a l  s u p p o r t i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  and garden ,  and i t s  
h i s t o r i c  s e t t i n g .  






