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date enteced 

,. 
Located i n  t h e  XE quadrant of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of US Route 340 

s t r ~ e t  & number and J e f f e r s o n  Co. Route -- 2 7 ,  two mi les  west ~ f h - i S Y F ~ & ~ ' d i i & ~ y .  

city, town H a r ~ e r  ' S  F e r r y  vicinity of congressionai district 

Cs.h?nry  Ownership Status 
-- district -- public - occupied 

bci:ding(s) .L privete h unoccupied 
st:~~;t~;se - bcth -- work in progress 

___ site Public Acquisition Accessible 
-- object ?'/!!A_ in process yes: restricted 

being considered yes: unrestricted 
- no 

Present Use 
__ agriculture - museum 
- commercial 
-- educational ;::ate reskiencr 
- entertainment - religious 
__ government _ scientific 
- industrial - transportation 

rnilitarv X other: vacant 

narre Dr. and Dirs. James Gregg Gibson - -- -- - -- - - -- --- 

street & number "Needwood Farm" R t  3,  Box 1018 - - - -- -- - - - --- - - - 

city. town Earpe r '  s F e r r y  x- vicinity of ,,,,, West V i r g h i a  

9. Location of Legal escription -- --- 
courlho:~se, registry of d ~ e d s ,  etc. J e f f e r s o n  County Courthouse - - - -- -- 

- 

Wkshington S t r e e t  

city, town Charles Town s,,,,West Virginia 

t i t is  Kone 
-. has - -- this  - property - - - been determined elegible? -- - - yes - 3~ ti0 

ih're 
- -- federal sta:e c o u n t y  --local 

- ----___- 



Condition Check one Check one 
- excellent . - deteriorated - unaltered X- original site 
- good - ruins X altered m o v e d  date N /A 
X fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The John A l l s t a d t  House and Ordinary is loca ted  on US Route 340 j u s t  
052 t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  Je f fe r son  County Route 27, two mi les  west of t h e  
Hzrper ' s  F e r r y  n 'z t ional  H i s t o r i c  Park The complex of bui ld ings  c o n s i s t s  
of t h e  A l l s t a d t  house, which is a two s t o r y ,  f o u r  bay, "LtV shaped bu i ld ing  
cons t ruc ted  of stuccoed b r i c k  nogging, a  t h r e e  bay, two s t o r y ,  s tone  house 
of coursed ru351e cons t ruc t ion ,  a l a r g e  bank barn  of s tone  and frame, and 
t h e  A l l s t a d t  c e ~ ~ e t e r y .  

The A l l s t a d t  house i s  s i t u z t e d  c l o s e  t o  t h e  s tone house i n  a n e a r l y  
f l a t  yard vrith a l o t  of o l d  shrubs and t r e e s .  The "L" shaped bu i ld ing  
neasures  s i x t e e n  f e e t  x th i r ty - two  f e e t  and t h e  e l l ,  twenty-seven f e e t  
x txe lve-  md-a-Italf f e e t  . It began o r i g i n a l l y  a s  a  one-and-a-half s t o r y ,  
f o u r  bay bc-i lding wi th  a gable  roof and c e n t r a l  br ick chimney se rv ing  two 
f i r e b o x e s ,   no^ of Runford design. There was a one s t o r y  detached k i tchen.  
This house was cons t ruc ted  c i r c a  1790 o r  e a r l i e r  and is  i n t a c t ,  being t h e  
graund S l o o r  of t h e  p resen t  two s t o r y  house. Entrances a r e  on t h e  gable  
e-ds and t h e r e  r r s  only  two rooms, both w e l l  f i n i s h e d  and nea r ly  i d e n t i c a l .  
Both h ~ v e  ve ry  :ice ~ e r i o d  mantels.  The mantels are Georgi2.n with heav i ly  
ro lded  - a n t e l  she lves  over  a long f l a t  panel led  f r i e z e .  The f i r e b o x  open- 
i n g s  =? accented w i t h  an a r c h i t r a v e  molding with a  qu.irked ovolo a s  t h e  
baskband. The efZect  i s  very  f i n e .  Both a r e  f lanked by t h e  connecting 
dcor  between t h e  t w o  rooms and a  two t i e r e d ,  panel led f o u r  door recessed  
cu.pbozra. These a - e  s i t u a t e d  back t o  back. Both rooms a r e  h ighl ighted  
by a  r a t h e r  I z n c i l y  nolded c h a i r  r a i l .  Door and window t r i m  have an i n n e r  
edge bead .md t h e  quirked ovolo backband. 

The mall one s t o r y  k i t c h e n  loca ted  jus t  off t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  
house was l a t e r  a t t ached  by adding a connecting room g iv ing  t h e  house i t s  
p r e s e n t  "Lt' shape. T h i s  w a s  probably done c i r c a  1830 when t h e  second f u l l  
s t o r y  wzs zdded t o  t h e  house. 

The enclosed tvro f l i g h t  winder s t a i r c a s e  t h a t  l ed  t o  t h e  l o f t  w a s  t h e n  
opened and a Federa l  per iod ba lus t rade  added c o n s i s t i n g  of a newel pos t  
vrith neck nold ing  znd hand knob. Under t h e  molded handra i l  a r e  two square- 
i n - s e c t i o n  s p i n d l e s  p e r  s t e p .  

The second f l o o r  has  two bedrooms and a h a l l .  The one f i r e p l a c e  has 
a F e d e r a l  pe r iod  n a n t e l  with a f i n e l y  molded s h e l f  edge over a s e r i e s  of 
bed moldings. The p l a i n  f r i e z e  is  f lanked by p l a i n  end blocks over  p l a i n  
p i l a s t e r s .  The n~r-d-el i s  n o t  fancy bu t  i s  a n i c e  r ep resen ta t ion  of i t s  e r a .  

An enclosed winder stairs l e a d s  t o  t h e  a t t i c  of pegged r a f t e r s .  The 
o r i g i n z l  c h i m e y  t o p  i s  evident  wi-th i t s  d r i p  mold which is  now an i n t e r -  
e s t i n g  d e t a i l  on t h e  extended chimney. 
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The o r i g i n a l  cons t ruc t ion  mode of s tuccoed br ick  nogging was u t i l i z e d  
when t h e  second s t o r y  was added. The r e s u l t i n g  two s t o r y ,  f o u r  bay, cen- 
t r a l  chimney bu i ld ing  is a  q u i t e  n i c e  representa t io 'n  of t h e  Federal  per iod.  
The windows a r e  double hung 6/6 sash  and t h e  t r i m  i s  beaded with a quirked 
ovolo backband. A f o u r  bay, one s t o r y  porch was added t o  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  
c .  1930. 

The two s t o r y ,  t h r e e  bay s tone  bu i ld ing  was cons t ruc ted  c. 1830 and 
measures nineteen-and-a-half  f e e t  x twenty-six f e e t .  Or ig ina l ly ,  a  two 
t i e r e d  e n t r a m e  porch w a s  on t h e  south  s i d e .  Barge boards h ighl ight  t h e  
gable  ends and a corbe l l ed  br ick  cornice decora tes  t h e  n o r t h  facade. 
The i n s i d e  end chimney se rves  two l a r g e  open f i r e p l a c e s ,  one on each 
f l o o r .  Windo:cs a re  6/6 d c ~ r b l e  hui?g sash and a l l  jambs a r e  splayed. The 
i n t e r i o r  t r i m  i s  ve ry  p l a i n ,  includ.ing t h e  mantels,  and a l l  doors a r e  
heavy board-and-batten. There a r e  two rooms on each f l o o r .  The a t t i c  is 
f i n i s h e d  as  a  s i n g l e  l a r g e  p l a s t e r e d  rocin under t h e  eaves and is acces- 
s a b l e  by a l a d d e r .  The s t r i k i n g  c h a r z c t e r i s t i c s  of t h i s  bui ld ing  a re  i t s  
e x c e l l e n t  p ropor t ions ,  s o l i d i t y ,  and p la inness .  

Ths l a r g e  s tone  bark barn of s ixty-four-and-a-half  f e e t  x forty-one 
f e e t  a l s o  ciates ikon t h e  1830 per iod .  I t  served a dua l  purpose s ince  i . t  
was a farm bu i ld ing  'out a l l  t h e  s t a l l s  have heavy i r o n  ba r s  t n a t  can be 
pinned i n s i d e  t o  keep t h e  t a v e r n  customers' horses  secilre.  The board- 
and-bat ten s t a l l  doors a r e  of one piece ( t h e  t o p  h a l f  does not  open) and 
a r e  s e t  on s t r o n g  i r o n  s t r a p  h inges .  Huge chamfered columns support t h e  
 bar^ j e t t y  overhmging t h e  stax1 en t rances ,  an impressive and decorat ive 
f e s t u r e .  This  was a barn used by t h e  pub l i c .  

The A l l s t a d t  Cemetery is l o c a t e d  f u r t h e r  past  t h e  ba rn  and is  
surrounded by a s tone  w a l l ,  
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There were s e v e r a l  A l l s t a d t  farms i n  t h e  a r e a  and t h e  A l l s t a d t  
Cemetery w a s  t h e  c e n t r a l  b u r i a l  p lace .  Names on t h e  markers inc lude ,  
o t h e r  t h a n  A l l s t a d t ,  Cromwell, R u s s e l l ,  Smith, G a r r e t t ,  and But l e r .  
Most of t h e s e  a r e  known t o  be f a m i l i e s  of A l l s t a d t  daughters.  One 
s t o n e  marks t h e  grave of f i v e  R u s s e l l  i n f a n t s  who d ied  i n  t h e  1830s, 
probably of d i p h t h e r i a .  The e a r l i e s t  grave is  dated 1821 and t h e  
l a t e s t ,  1880. The markers a r e  s m a l l  arid t h e r e  a r e  about t h i r t y  of 
them. The cernetery is surrounded by a s tone  wall and measures 
approximately t h i r t y  f e e t  x e i g h t y  f e e t .  

The Res to ra t ion :  During t h e  1830 remodelling of t h e  A l l s t a d t  
~ G U S ~ ,  a two t i e r e d  porch was cons t ruc ted  on t h e  nor th  gable  w a l l .  
Th i s  was removed when t h e  f o u r  bay, one s t o r y  porch was added t o  
t h e  e a s t  s i d e  i n  t h e  1930s. The cur ren t  r e s t o r a t i o n  is based on 
an i l l u s t r a t i o n  by W i l l i a m  D .  Eubank of t h e  A l l s t a d t  house as pub- 
l i s h e d  i n  Char lo t t e  F a i r b a i r n ' s  book, H i s t o r i c  Harper ' s  Fe r ry .  
This  i l l u s t r a t i o n  was obtained through t h e  Harpers F e r r y  National  
H i s t o r i c  Park and revealed t h e  appearance o f  t h e  bui ld ing  a t  t h e  
t i x e  of t h e  John Brown Raid.  

Using Eubank's i l l u s t r a t i o n  a s  a  guide,  r e s t o r a t i o n  of t h i s  two- 
t i e r e d  porch has now been completed a s  has t h e  removal of t h e  long 
one s t o r y ,  f o u r  bay porch on t h e  e a s t  s i d e .  Other r e s t o r a t i o n  
e f f o r t s  inc lude  t h e  r e p a i r  of t h e  s tucco  wa l l s  which, because of 
a poor roof and g u t t e r i n g ,  were i n  poor condi t ion  and t h e  roof has 
been replaced  with oak shakes,  a shake roof being ind ica ted  i n  
Eubank's i l l u s t r a t i o n .  The A l l s t a d t  house now appears as it d id  
on October 16 ,  1859, t h e  day of t h e  r a i d .  

J 

The house i s  t o  be used as a two u n i t  r e n t a l ;  t h e  e l l  as an  
e f f i c i a n c y  and. t h e  two s t o r y  house a s  a  r e n t a l  house. The mantels,  
cupboacis, f l o o r s ,  stairs, t r i m ,  and o t h e r  f e a t u r e s  w i l l  a l l  be l e f t  
i n t a c t  and, s i n c e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  f l o o r  p l a n  of t h e  bu i ld ing  lendg 
i t s e l f  t o  such an adap ta t ion ,  room s i z e s  w i l l  not  be a l t e r e d .  Res- 
t o r a t i o n  of t h e  o rd ina ry  i s  planned t o  begin i n  t h e  sp r ing  of 1985 
and is  t o  be a s  exac t ing  a s  t h a t  of t h e  A l l s t a d t  house. 

Close t o  t h e  barn i s  a small frame shed rcofed  outbui ld ing  
t h a t  does no t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c  bui ld ings  complex and i s  
not  included.  



8. Significance 

Period 
__ prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 . 
- 150C-1599 
- 1600-1699 

1700-1799 
1- l8OCl-1899 

1901)- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation law - science 
-__ agriculture - economics -- literature - sculpture 

architecture - education Jfl military - social/ 
-- art - engineering -- music humanitarian 
2- commerce exploration%ettlement - philosophy - theater 
- communications - industry politicsigovernment - transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates c . 1790, C . 1830 BuilderlArchitect Lee / ~ l l s t a d t  

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The A l l s t a d t  house, loca ted  two mi les  west of Harper ' s  Fe r ry ,  is 
h i s t o r i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  being s i t u a t e d  on an a r e a  o f  l and  t o t a l l i n g  
1 ,675 a c r e s  t h a t  w a s  p a r t  of t h e  land specu la t ions  of t h e  Lees of Vi rg in ia ,  
inc lud ing  P h i l i p  Ludwell Lee, Richzrd Bland Lee, and Henry Lee, t h e  t r a n s -  
a c t i o n s  occurr ing  i n  1786, 1790, and 1804. The a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n d i c a t e s  
Lkat t h e  ground f l o o r  of t h e  A l l s t z d t  house was cons t ruc ted  c i r c a  1790 when 
ownership was by t h e  Lees.  I t  was t h e n  so ld  t o  J e s s e  Moore who s o l d  114 
a c r e s  and .the house a t  t h e  c ross r seds  i n  1811 t o  t h e  Jacob A l l s t a d t  f m i l ~ ~  
o f  Rerks County, Pennsylvania.  

J a c o b ' s  g randfa the r  Mart in  A l l s t a d t  wi th  wife  Anna were among 180 
p a l a t i n e  passengers  a r r i v i n g  i n  Ph i l ade lph ia  on t h e  s h i p  "Xortorfnouse" i n  
1729. J a c o b ' s  f a t h e r  Adam A l l s t a d t  served as Captain of Four th  Co., F i f t h  
B a t t a l i o n  of t h e  Pennsylvania ' u ' o lu~ tee r s  i n  Berks Co. i n  1780 and Jacob 
served  as a member of Captain St rouch '  s Company, S i x t h  B ~ t t a l i o n ,  Berks 
County N i l i t i a  i n  1780. Af te r  Jacob moved t o  J e f f e r s o n  Ccu-nty, V i r g i n i a ,  
he obtained a l i c e n s e  i n  1811 t o  r u n  zn ordinary .  He a l s o  operated t h e  
t o l l g a t e  on t h e  Eiarper's Ferry-Charles Town Turnpike. The house was 
enlarged  by t h e  A l l s t a d t ' s  c .  1830. The main h i s t o r i c a l  s i g ~ i f i c a n c e  occurs  
on October 16, 1859, during John Brcwn's famous r a i d  when John A l l s t a d t  
( Jacob ' s  son) r e s ided  i n  t h e  s tucco  house. 

John B r o w  ordered a detac'm-ent under John Cook t o  t a k e  c e r t a i n  i m -  
p o r t a n t  p e r s o m  as p r i s o n e r s .  Among these  were Colonel Lewis Washington 
a t  "Seal1  A i r "  a long wi th  t h r e e  of h i s  Negroes. On t h e  way back t o  H a r -  
p e r ' s  F e r r y ,  t h i s  e n t i r e  p a r t y  stopped a t  A l l s t a d t ' s  where John A l l s t a d t ,  
h i s  18 year  old son John Thomas, and seven s l a v e s  were a l s o  taken  p r i soner  
and loaded i n t o  Colonel VJashington's wagon. They were guarded a t  t h e  
Harper ' s  F e r r y  Armory by t h e  Negro r a i d e r  S h i e l d s  Greene, zlias "Emperorn 
who w a s  b r u t a l  and th rea ten ing .  John Thomas A l l s t a d t ,  on May 1 7 ,  1861, 
was mustered i n t o  Company K (Floyd Guards) of t h e  Second V i r g i n i a  I n f a n t r y  
of -the Stonewall  ik igade ,  Amy of Northern Vi rg in ia .  H e  d ied  in 1923, age 
5 3 ,  t h e  l a s t  su rv ivor  of John Broiw's r a i d  (tombstone i n s c r i p t i o n ) .  ~t 
his death ,  h i s  home w a s  s o l d  out  of t h e  family.  I n  1940, it w a s  purchased 
by t h e  Gibsan fami ly  who a r e  aware of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  s ignir ' icance of the  
A7 l s t a d t  house and ord inary .  . .  . 

The A l l s t a d t  complex is  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  as an i n t e r e s t i n g  I 

s u r v i v o r  of t h e  "ordinary" o r  t ave rn .  I n  March of 1984, t h e  Gibsons re -  
ceived a. l e t t e r  from Hi lda  Xtaubs of t h e  Harper ' s  F e r r y  Nat ional  H i s t o r i c  i 
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- . - .I.Z Z z 5 0 s e d  was a copy of a p i c t u r e  of t h e  A l l s t a d t  house drawn by 
- 2 2  i l l u s -z rz to r  William D. Eubank , f o r  Char lo t t e  F a i r b a i r n ' s  book, . . . . . . .  
Z I ~ S S C T L S  ---ar-oer1s P e r r y .  Mz. StauSs be l i eves  t h a t  t h e  drawing may be 
3zse5 on a newspzper ske tch  of t h e  home publ ished during t h e  t i m e  of t h e  - Jokr- 20-m Raid. The ske tch  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e  house has  been changed only 

p<s--L. 357 %k2 - - i l ~ l o n  of a porch on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  2nd removal of t h e  two s t o r y  
p x c k   on s h e  n o r t h  s i d e ,  f o r  which a  r e s t o r a t i o n  is planned. 

- - 3ne s t o r y  stuccoed b r i ck  nogging house w a s  b u i l t  f i r s t  as a 
&~i~llL?= 2. 1790. It  was w e l l  l i n i s h e d  and has remained a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  . . 3 

u - - ~ z c L ,  s h c e  it w a s  u s e f u l  t o  Jacob A l l s t a d t  who purchased t h e  property 
J 1 in ~ K L ,  3 e  r e s i d e d  i n  a l a r g e  s t o n e  house l o c a t e d  f u r t h e r  down Route - .  

27 3: 1: iti=13 h e r e ,  a t  t h e  i n t e r s s c t i o n ,  t h a t  he r a n  his ordinary.  This  
i s  ;ke second s t o r y  was added t o  t h i s  bu i ld ing  and why t h e  two s t o r y  
s x o r t  5-Llding i n  t he  yard was cons t ruc ted .  Both were served by two- 
tisr-I ?r.;rmce porches.  The s tone  bu i ld ing  has a ve ry  l a r g e  f i r e p l a c e  . . -  - .  
- .V~;C 2;2r:zg crane Gn t h e  grouxd f l o o r  and t h i s  room vias probably t h e  
z::-J.~ ,z-.-;e-m, the o t h e r  rooxs i n  t h e  two bu i l6 ings  being bedroom. 

? -  -- ==  ;. srclinary, t h e  two bui ld ings  have a s p e c i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i g -  
r l S I - C E  s k c e  they rrere spec ie1  use bu i ld ings .  The f l o o r  plans a re  . - -  - "" - ? -  
; C 3 ~ r z - ~ -  -~rcha.nged,  f i r e p l a c e s  crld cupboards a r e  i n t z c t ,  o r i g i n a l  t r i m  

,.-- ,c b 2 ~ i l d i r . g  per iods  i s  i n t a c t ,  o r i g i n a l  f l o o r s  a r e  throughout, 0s I+= -- 
~ - 2  -- -,,-. F--- -,Less -e ;vzs predominmtly from t h e  t w o  two-t iered porches. . Fe-,-: -=---- 

- - A - ~ - - -  . - w e d . -  ~ d J y ,  t h e  use of these  bui ld ings  as an ord inary  i s  a ign i f i can t -  
1 - -  * - = -  - , i t .  Ir, l a t e r  yezr3,  t h e  s tucco house was used as a residence - - 
271 - x e  syorie house 2s a s l a v e  house and outbui ld ing .  

I:-ere 55 f u r t h e r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  t h e  s tone  and log  
3=2 k r z ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  r a r e  chamfered columns and i r o n  ba r  locks  
o 1 s .  The A l l s t a d t  Cemetery a l s o  has  o t h e r  r e s i d e n t s  who could 
b=-ie -- t e z  % r a - ~ e l e r s  o r  servanzs.  

1% i s  notexorthy t h a t  such a  complex would su rv ive  so  we l l .  
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Although t h e  beginnings of t h e  A l l s t a d t  complex da te  from an 
e a r l i e r  pe r iod ,  r e s t o r a t i o n  e f f o r t s  a r e  geared toward t h e  C i v i l  War 
e r a .  The Harpers F e r r y  National  H i s t o r i c  Park,  which is  famous f o r  
t h e  John Brown Raid,  has chosen a s  i t s  p o l i c y  t o  r e s t o r e  and f u r n i s h  
t h e  "Harper House" t o  t h e  C i v i l  War per iod  when t h e  McGraw family 
l i v e d  he re ,  even though t h e  bu i ld ing  was b u i l t  by 1782 and was v i s i t e d  
by both Thomas J e f f e r s o n  and George Washington when it w a s  a tavern  

("Harpers Fer ry ,  a t o u r  guide ,"  pamphlet publ ished by t h e  Eas te rn  
National  Park and Monument Associat ion)  . Since t h e  A l l s t a d t  House 
and Ordinary a l s o  achieved not  only  p resen t  s i z e  but major h i s t o r i c a l  
s ign i f i cance  from t h e  r a i d ,  t h e  e r z  was a l s o  chosen a s  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  
per iod ,  and t h e  Eubank's per iod  i l l u s t r a t i o n  was used as  a guide. 

The A l l s t a d t  proper ty ,  p r i v a t e l y  owned, has been shed o f  l a t e r  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t r app ings  m d  is  now r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h i s  C i v i l  War 
period wi th  which it is  s o  c l o s e l y  a l igned.  The complex is  loca ted  
only  two mi les  west of t h e  Nat ional  Park with which it sha res  such 
mutual a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y ,  so t h a t  t h e  
r e s t o r a t i o n  of such a  complex is e s p e c i a l l y  note-t~orthy. I n  add i t ion  
t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c  A l l s t a d t  house, t h e  suppor t ing  s t r u c t u r e s  of t h e  
ord inary ,  barn,  m d  cemetery have a l s o  survived and con t r ibu te .  
Each s t r u c t u r e  has  i ts  own i n d i v i d u a l  s i g n i f  i c ~ q c e  but ,as a complex, 
t h e  i n t e r p r e t i v e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  is  g r e a t e r .  A s  ai adjunct t o  t h e  
Nat ional  H i s t o r i c  Park a t  Harpers F e r r y ,  t h e  s ign i f i cance  is  g r e a t e r  
st ill. 
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