
Unit ad States Department of the interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 

National Register of Histovic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 
See tnstructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type ai i  entries-complete applicable sections 

1. Name 

historic Summers County Courthouse  

and/or common Sunners County Courthouse  

street & number Baliangee S t r e e t  and F i r s t  Avenue ( P u b l i c  Square) - not for publication 

city, town Hint  on - vicinity of congressional district Second 

state West V i r g i n i a  code 54 county Sun;ners code 089 

Category Ownership Status Present Use 
- district public occupied - agriculture - museum 

building(s) - private - unoccupied - commercial - park 
- structure - both - work in progress - educational - plivate residence 
- site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment - religious 
- object - in process y e s :  restricted - government - scientific X 

- being considered X yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
- no - military - other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Summers County Commission 

street & number Summers Countv Courthouse  

city, town Hinton - vicinity of state West V i r g i n i a  

5,  Location of Legal Description 

street & number S a l l a n g e e  S t r e e t  and F i r s t  Avenue ( P u b l i c  Square )  

city, town Hin t o n  state West V i r g i n i a  

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title has this property been determined elegible? - yes L. no 

date - federai - state - countv - local 

depository for survey records 

city, town -- state 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
- zxcellent - deteriorated - unaltered original site 
2- g o o d  - ruins JL altered - moved date 
- fair -- unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Summers County Courthouse a t  Xin ton ,  West V i r g i n i a ,  i s  a  l a r g e ,  r e d  b r i c k  Late- 
V i c t o r i a n  s t r u c t u r e  whose r e t a n g u l a r  mass f s a t u r e s  s i x  symmetr ical ly  p laced  o c t a g o n a l ,  
n e a r l y  i d e n t i c a l  towers .  D e s p i t e t h e  p r e s e n c e  of impress ive  c l a s s i c a l  d e t a i l  i n  t h e  f o m  
of a  d e n t i l e d  and modi l l ioned  c o r n i c e  and heavy, whi te -pa in ted  f u l l  e n t a b l a t u r e  window 
heads ,  t h e  e x t e r i o r  o rnamenta t ion  i s  n o t  e s s e n t i a l l y  c l a s s i c a l ,  b u t  i s  t y p i c a l l y  a Vic- 
t o r i a n  assemblage of l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  e c l e c t i c  f e a t u r e s .  Most prominent of t h e s e  e l e -  
ments ,  pe rhaps ,  i s  t h e  ornamental  br ickwork o f  t h e  tower eaves  which i s  c o r b e l e d  i n  t h e  
f a s h i o n  o f  medieval  m a c h i c o l a t i o n  and t h e  open-brick f r e t w o r k  of b r i c k  seams b i n d i n g  t h e  
o c t a g o n a l  tower p l a n e s .  S t y l i s t i c a l l y ,  t h e  S m e r s  County Courthouse embodies a  V i c t o r i a n  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of a  medieval  theme r e p r e s e n t e d  uppermost i n  t h e  dominant towers  w i t h  t h e i r  
b a s t i o n - l i k e  massing.  To t h e  c r e d i t  of coun ty  f a t h e r s  of l a t e r  y e a r s  were  d e c i s i o n s  which 
r e q u i r e d  t h a t  a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  must f u l l y  i n t e g r a t e  w i t h  t h e  e x i s t i n g  architecture. 
scheme. 

The Summers County Courthouse when c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1875-76 was a  48-foot s q u a r e ,  two- 
s t o r y  w i t h  a t t i c ,  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g .  It had a  s h i n g l e d ,  h ipped roof w i t h  a  s m a l l  dormer i n  ez 
s l o p e  and one-s tory  a d d i t i o n  a t  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  s i d e .  On. t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  a wide h a l l  extended 
th rough  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  w i t h  two l a r g e  o f f i c e s  t o  e i t h e r  s i d e ,  and t h e  cour t room occupied 
t h e  e n t i r e  second f l o o r .  

Sometime between 1893 and 1898,  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  and r e d e s i g n  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  sqi iare  
u n i t  was accomplished under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of a r c h i t e c t  Frank P .  Milburn.  Large o c t a g o n a l  
towers  were added t o  e a c h  c o r n e r  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  and t h e  whole was g i v e n  a s l a t e  r o o f .  Eac: 
tower  had 8-foot  f a c e s  and c o n t a i n e d  a b o u t  400 s q Q a r e  f e e t  o f  s p a c e  03 b o t h  f l o o r s .  In-  
t e r i o r  d o o r s  were  p l a c e d  t o  connec t  t h e  towers  w i t h  t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and w i t ?  
t h e  cour t room on t h e  second,  w h i l e  a  s t a i r w a y  was p laced  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  tower  and t h e  top  
o f  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  tower w a s  capped w i t h  a b e l f r y .  

About 1923 t h e  o f f i c e  s p a c e  i n  t h e  cour thouse  was t r i p l e d  by t h e  a d d i t i o n ,  a t  t h e  
r e a r ,  of  a n o t h e r  s q u a r e  w i t h  two towers .  T h i s  s e c t i o n  con ta ined  a h a l l  and f i v e  rooms on 
e a c h  f l o o r ,  and t h e s e  t i e d  i n  t o  t h e  e a r l i e r  b u i l d i n g .  During t h e  193OTs ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  
was a g a i n  ex tended  t o  t h e  r e a r  by a 32-foot ,  f l a t - r o o f e d  a d d i t i o n  w i t h  no towers .  T h i s  
s e c t i o n  was t o  p r o v i d e  f i r e - s a f e  rooms f o r  county r e c o r d s  and o f f i c e  s p a c e  f o r  s t a t e - c o u n t y  
b u r e a u s .  It h a s  p l a i n  t r i m ,  excep t  f o r  t h e  e n t r a n c e  doorway on F i r s t  Avenue which h a s  a  
heavy,  broad encasement w i t h  deep-set  d o o r s .  

The towered p a r t s  of t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  were  b u i l t  of  b r i c k  burned on t h e  s i t e  and 
lumber f rom t h e  nearby Hin ton  I s l a n d  M i l l .  Loca l  brickmasons and c a r p e n t e r s  d i d  a l l  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of t h e  m e t a l  c o r n i c e s  and window pediments .  It i s  q u i t e  
p r o b a b l e  t h a t  Colonel  John C.  XcDonald, t h e  c o n t r a c t o r ,  had t h e  z i n c  t r i m  of  t h e  d o o r s ,  
windows and c o r n i c e  pre-formed and s h i p p e d  i n  from t h e  E a s t .  

The b r i c k s  were l a i d  i n  c o u r s e s  of common bond, b u t  t h e  towers  were  e m b e l l i s h e d  - c i t h  
t r e a t m e n t  i n  t h e  c o r b e l s  a t  t h e  e a v e s  and b e l t  c o u r s e s  a t  window l i n t e l s  and s i l l s .  The 
under-eave c o r n i c e  is  a  l a r g e  ogee molding w i t h  l a r g e  d e n t i l s ,  and below t h i s  i s  a s m a l l e r  
s t r i p  of ogee  w i t h  d e n t i l s .  The f r o n t ,  double-door entranceway i s  surmounted by a  l a r g e ,  
s c r o l l e d  and segmenta l ,  broken pediment ex tended  above t h e  over-door and s i d e l i g h t s .  
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The p r i n c i p a l  windows c a r r y  f u l l  e n t a b l a t u r e  pediments w i t h  c o n s o l e s ,  and on 
t h e  upper f l o o r  a r e  surmounted w i t h  t ransoms.  Windows w i t h  rounded a r c h e s  have no 
e x t r a  t r i m  and those  of half-moon d e s i g n  a r e  covered w i t h  peacock-s ty le  g r i l l e s .  

The b e l f r y  tower i s  s e t  a p a r t  by e x t r a  h e i g h t  and by t h e  i n c l u s i o n  of s t e e p l y -  
p i t c h e d  gab led  dormers. F i v e  l o u v e r e d  belfrywindows w i t h  a b e l t  c o u r s e  o f  s t o n e  a t  
t h e i r  l i n t e l s  r e p r e s e n t  o t h e r  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  tower f e a t u r e s .  

The rooms and h a l l s  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  b u i l d i n g  a r e  l a r g e  and b o x l i k e  (some have 
been p a r t i t i o n e d ) ,  and f l o o r s  have been r e p l a c e d ,  n o s t  now be ing  covered w i t h  composi- 
t i o n  t i l e .  The o u t s i d e  and l o a d - b e a r i n g  i n s i d e  w a l l s  a r e  1 8  and 20 i n c h e s  t h i c k  and 
t h e  d o o r s  l a r g e ,  t h i c k ,  and transomed. A l l  w a l l s  and c e i l i n g s  have p l a s t e r  o v e r  oak 
l a t h .  A t t r a c t i v e  f o u r - f o o t  h i g h  w a i n s c o t i n g ,  topped by f i n e  molding,  i s  on  a l l  t h e  
i n t e r i o r  w a l l s .  

A s p e c i a l  f e a t u r e  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  t h e  l o v e l y  s p i r a l ,  c a s t - i r o n  s t a i r w a y  which 
i s  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  tower and ascends  t o  t h e  courtroom. The r i s e r s  o f  t h e  pie-shaped 
s t e p s  have a  f r i e z e  w i t h  f l e u r - d e - l i s .  A wooden r a i l  tops  t h e  b a l u s t r a d e  which has  a  
lower  b o r d e r  of loop and b a l l ,  and t h e  narrow b a n i s t e r s  a r e  j o i n e d  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  
a r t i s t i c a l l y  formed i r o n  sc ro l l -work .  Newel p o s t s  a r e  paneled and have reeded  caps .  



8. Significance 

Period 
-- prehistoric 
- 1400-1 499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1 699 

-x- 700-1 799 - 1800-1 899 
X 1900- 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 

agriculture - economics - literature - sculpture 
architecture - education - military - sociali 

- art - engineering - music humanitarian 
- commerce - explorationsettlement - philosophy - theater 
- communications - industry - politics:government X transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1875; c .  1897; 1930 Builder~Architect John C .  McDonald, b u i l d e r  1875 
Frank P.  Pli lburn,  a r c h i t e c t ,  c .1897 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Summers County Courthouse  a t  Hinton,  West V i r g i n i a ,  is  s i g n i f i c a n t  b e c u a s e  i t s  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e  combines - i n  t h e  b e s t  example of t h e  l o c a l e  - many f e a t u r e s  of l a t e  
1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  e c l e c t i c i s m  t h a t  i n  o t h e r  ne ighbor ing  communities have been masked o r  a l t e r e d  
w i t h  a d d i t i o n s  o r  r e n o v a t i o n s .  The b u i l d i n g ,  which assumed i t s  p r e s e n t  a p p e a r a n c e  c.1896- 
97,  i s  a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t  as a n  e a r l y  e x a b p l e  of t h e  work of a r c h i t e c t  F r a n k  P.  M i l b u r n ,  who 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  h imse l f  w i t h  noteworthy b u i l d i n g s  throughout  t h e  s - o u t h e a s t e r n  t ' n i t e d  S t a t e s  
i n  t h e  e a r l y  20th  c e n t u r y .  The very  e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  l a r g e  b r i c k  e d i f i c e  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
t i e d  i n t o  a r e a  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  h i s t o r y  which provided t h e  r a i s o n  J e t r e  f o r  t h e  f o r n a t i o n  
o f  t h e  community of Hinton.  

Summers County, West V i r g i n i a ,  was formed i n  187.1 from p a r t s  o f  F a y e t t e ,  G r e e n b r i e r  
and Monroe c o u n t i e s .  The l a n d  was m o s t l y  s o  poor and s p a r s e l y  s e t t l e d  t h a t  i t  was w i l l i n s l  
g i v e n  t o  t h e  new county.  The f i r s t  County Commission m e t  i n  an  o l d  l o g  B a p t i s t  Church "t:;c 
m i l e s  up New River  from Foss". I n  1872 t h e  Commission moved i n t o  t h e  upper  f l o o r  o f  C.L. 
Tompsonvs P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e  i n  Avis .  Then, i n  1873, t h e y  m o v e d t o t h e  s t o r e h o u s e  o f  John  C. : 
n e a r  Hin ton  I s l a n d .  

It, was i n  t h e  l a t t e r  y e a r  t h a t  C o l l F s  P. Huntington oversaw t h e  c o n p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  
Chesapeake & Ohio Railway which l i n k e d  t h e  James and Ohio r i v e r s .  Soon a f t e r  t h i s  momentox 
e v e n t ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r s .  o f  t h e  C 6 0 gave t h e  county a  s i t e  f o r  a  c o u r t h o u s e  i n  t h e  newly p i 2 5  
t e d  town of Hinton.  T h i s  " p u b l i c  square"  f a c e d  Ba l langee  S t r e e t  .and e x t e n d e d  f rom F i r s t  c ;  
Second Avenue. E a r l y  i n  1874, a $10,000. c o n t r a c t  t o  b u i l d  a  c o u r t h o u s s  was  g i v e n  by t h e  
Commissioners t o  Colonel  John C.  XcDonald. 

The 48-foot s q u a r e ,  two-s tory  b u i l d i n g  was p l a c e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  
" p u b l i c  square" .  It was c o n s t r u c t e d  of l o c a l l y  burned b r i c k  and sawn lumber  and f i r s t  
o c c u p i e d  i n  1877. It i s  s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  s i m p l e  b u i l d i n g  w a s  a l l  t h e  c o u n t y  c o u l d  t h e n  a f f o r  
and  t h a t  t h e  c o n t r a c t  was r e v i v e d  w i t h  Colone l  McDonald f o r  a t o t a l  of $14,000 t o  b u i l d  
a l a r g e  o c t a g o n a l  tower i n t o  e a c h  c o r n e r  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  b u i l d i n g  and t o  d e c o r a t e  t h e  ent:: 
s t r u c t u r e  i n  a  manner l a v i s h  f o r  t h e  t h e  and p l a c e .  C l a s s i c a l  R e v i v a l  and V i c t o r i a n  style 
t r i m  i n  hand-formed z i n c  w a s  g e n e r o u s l y  used  on bo th  t h e  b u i l d i n g  and t h e  t o w e r s ,  a f t e r  t t ~  
f a s h i o n  o f  many b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s .  A b e l l  w a s  bought and i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  b e l f r y  to- 
on  t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  and a post-and-plank f e n c e  of rough-sawn walnut  was b u i l t  a round  t h e  s q u ~  

An a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  i n  1923 doubled i t s  s i z e  w i t h  a  48-foot  s q u a r e  and t : ~  
towers .  The b r i c k  and lumber were  of l o c a l  o r i g i n ,  and a  metal-worker ( t o  copy t h e  e l a b o r -  
a t e  t r i m  of t h e  o l d e r  b u i l d i n g )  was found in Cincinnati after a l o n g  s e a r c h .  Again,  in t h t  
1 9 3 0 1 s ,  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  was e n l a r g e d  by a s q u a r e ,  f l a t - r o o f e d  a d d i t i o n  t o  h o u s e  t h e  growing 
number o f  s t a t e - c o u n t y  b u r e a u s  and t o  p r o v i d e  a f i r e - s a f e  room f o r  coun ty  r e c o r d s .  T h i s  
a d d i t i o n  h a s  no towers  and i t s  o n l y  s p e c i a l  t r i m  is  a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  f a c i n g  F i r s t  Avenue. 

F rank  P. Milburn (1868-1926) d e s i g n e d  s e v e r a l  c o u r t h o u s e s  and b u s i n e s s  b u i l d i n g s  ir 
s o u t h w e s t e r n  West V i r g i n i a  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  H i s  e a r l y  p r a c t i c e  in t h i s  area was :. 
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result of his family and business connections at Kenova, Wayne County. Milburn 
is known for important courthouses in Kentucky, Virginia, and the Carolinas. The 
old Florida Statehouse is one of the better known buildings by Milburn in the period 
when his practice was centered in Washington, D.C., and in the Carolinas. 

The growth over the years of the courthouse and the increasing use of the 
square is indicative of the prosporous growth of Summers County since her beginning 
as "a poor relation" of Fayette, Greenbrier, and Monroe counties. As the center of 
government for the area, it has the attraction of the formal and informal realm of 
small-town politics, but it is rare that this is combined in an attractive building 
which was the outgrowth of such a sparsely settled and economically substandard re- 
gion that saw a blessing in the coming of a railroad. 



9. ~ z j o r  Biblisgraphical References 
Interview, Tommy Jayne Lowe with C.5. Turley, Research Assistant, West Virginia Antiqui- 
ties Commission, August 15 and August 21, 1975. Information on file with the West Vir- 
ginia Department of Culture and History, Capitol Complex, Charleston, West Virginia. 

Interview, Thomas L. Reed with C.E. Turley, Research Assistant, West Virginia Xntiquities 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property acres 
Quadrangle name Hinton, W ~ S  t Virginia 

UMT References 

Quadrangle scale 1: 24.000 

Verbal boundary description and justification 
Is located at the center of a 200' square bounded by Ballangee Street on the west and 
by 1st Avenue on the north. 

Lisa all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

1 1. Form Prepared B y  

nameititlec.g. Turley. Research Assistant: Rodney S. Collins, Architectural Historian 

organization Xis toric Preservation Unit, Department of date January 5, 1980 
Culture & History 

street & number capitol complex telephone 304/ 348-0244 

city or town Charleston state West Virginia 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certificaaion 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national - state 2- local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that i t has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. - 

. - 
State Historic Preservation Officer signature a 

title State Historic Preservation Officer date November 5, 1980 
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Commission, August 1 5 ,  August 21 and September 6 ,  1975. I n f o r m a t i o n  o f  f i l e  w i t h  
t h e  West V i r g i n i a  Department of C u l t u r e  and H i s t o r y ,  C a p i t o l  Complex, C h a r l e s t o n ,  
West V i r g i n i a .  

Miller, James H. H i s t o r y  of Summers County, West V i r g i n i a .  Hinton,  West V i r g i n i a :  
by t h e  a u t h o r ,  1908. (pp. 106-197) 

Morgantown, West V i r g i n i a .  West V i r g i n i a  C o l l e c t i o n ,  West V i r g i n i a  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y .  
Sanborn Map C o l l e c t i o n  (Hinton,  Summers County, October  1893, December 1898, October  
1905 ,  September 1910, A p r i l  1922 and J a n u a r y  1930) .  






