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1. Name 
historic Str ider  Farm - 

and or common 

2. Location 

clty,town Harpers Ferry 4 vicinity of 

state West Virginia coda 5 4  county Jefferson 037 

3. Classification 
C8t8- Ownership Status 

distrlct - puMk - . . occupied 
3 bulldlng(s) 2 private - unoccupied 
- structure, - both X work in progress 
- site Public Acquiritiorr Acc.ssible 
- objoct in process 3- yes: restricted 

- k i n g  considered -- yes: unrestricted 
n o  

4. Owner of Promerty 
rum Seldon Todd 

city, town Harpers Ferry vkinity of sat. West Virginia 25425 

5. Location of Legal Description 

rtrwt i nu- Washington and George S tree t s  

Charles Town 
tlty, t- West Virginia 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 



7. Description 

Co4dltlon Crmek w Check on* 
- exmlknt - deteriorated - unaltered -K original rite 
XW - rulns Z- altered - moved date - - B / A  
- trir - unexpoud 

Doscrlbo the present and original (H known) physical 8pp.arante 

The S t r i d e r  Farm i s  l o c a t e d  on a  s m a l l  k n o l l  t h a t  o v e r l o o k s ,  t o  t h e  
n o r t h ,  t h e  s m a l l  s t r e a m  o f  E l k s  Run and t h e  main l i n e  o f  t h e  3 a l t i m o r e  
and  Ohio R a i l r o a d ,  j u s t  w e s t  o f  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  boundary o f  H a r p e r s  F e r r y ,  
i n  J e f f e r s o n  Coun ty ,  West V i r g i n i a .  

T h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  s t r u c t u r e s  on t h e  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  
t h e  nomina ted  a r e a ,  a l l  o f  which c o n t r i b u t e  t o  i t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  The 
p r i n c i p a l  s t r u c t u r e  i s  t h e  two and  a  h a l f  s t o r y  s t o n e  r e s i d e n c e  t h a t  h a s  
b e e n  t h e  s e a t  o f  t h e  f a rm s i n c e  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  i t s  main u n i t  c .1790.  
The main u n i t  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  i s  o f  s t o n e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  on a  r u b b l e  s t o n e  
f o u n d a t i o n ,  showing  a  d e f  i n a t e  P e n n s y l v a n i a n  i n f l u e n c e  , as do many r e s i -  
d e n c e s  o f  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  d a t e  t o  t h i s  p e r i o d .  The r e s i d e n c e  i s  a good 
r u r a l  example o f  a  s i m p l i f i e d  Adam, o r  F e d e r a l ,  s t y l e  f a rmhouse .  The 
main u n i t  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  i s  t h r e e  bays  a c r o s s ,  and i s  b u i l t  i n  such  a 
manner  t h a t  i t  e x t e n d s  somewhat i n t o  t h e  h i l l s i d e  on which i t  i s  b u i l t ;  
s o  t h a t  it g i v e s  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  a  two and h a l f  s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  a t  t h e  
f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  and  a  one  a n d  a  h a l f  s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  a t  t h e  r e a r  e l e v a t i o n .  
The house  i s  s i d e  g a b l e d ,  w i t h  a  s t e e p l y  p i t c h e d  r o o f  o f  wooden s h i n g l e s .  
Two m a s s i v e  i n t e r i o r  e n d  ch imneys  f l a n k  t h e  main u n i t  on e i t h e r  s i d e  
e l e v a t i o n .  The windows a r e  s i x  o v e r  s i x  paned and t h e r e  i s  a  f o u r  paned  
r e c t a n g u l a r  o v e r l i g h t  o v e r  t h e  e n t r a n c e  d o o r  a t  t h e  r e a r - e l e v a t i o n .  
T h e r e  a r e  s e c o n d  s t o r y  windows on b o t h  W e .  s i d e  e l e v a t i o x s t h a t  f l a n k  
t h e  chimneys. The re  i s  a c .1880 two s t o r y  a d d i t i o n  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  
t h e  main r e s i d e n c e .  T h i s  a d d i t i o n  i s  a l s o  o f  s t o n e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and i s  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  main r e s i d e n c e  u n i t .  The a d d i t i o n  i s  
o n l y  one room deep  a t  b o t h  l e v e l s ,  and h a s  a  two s t o r y  wooden p o r c h  a t  i t s  
e a s t ,  o r  f r o n t ,  e l e v a t i o n .  

O r i g i n a l l y ,  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  o f  t h e  main u n i t  was one open  room w i t h  
wh i t ewashed  s t o n e  i n t e r i o r  w a l l s  and a  d i r t  f l o o r .  The d i r t  f l o o r  h a s  
b e e n  c o v e r e d  w i t h  a wooden one .  The exposed  hewe& l o g  j o i s t s  are a l s o  
wh i t ewashed .  A t  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  e l e v a t i o n  o f  t h i s  room i s  a l a r g e ,  open 
h e a r t h  o r  f i r e p l a c e  t h a t  was o r i g i n a l l y  u s e d  f o r  b o t h  c o o k i n g  and h e a t i n g  
p u r p o s e s ,  O r i g i n a l l y ,  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h i s  room c o n t a i n e d  a  
w i n d i n g  s t a i r c a s e  t h a t  went t o  t h e  second  f l o o r .  A doorway i n t o  t h e  1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y  a d d i t i o n  now o c c u p i e s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a i r s .  The 
s e c o n d  f l o o r  o f  t h e  main u n i t  c o n t a i n s  two rooms, t h e  l a r g e r  o f  which i s  
two b a y s  wide .  The wall d i v i d i n g  t h e s e  two rooms i s  ( p a i n t e d )  p l a s t e r  
w i t h  a c h a i r  r a i l  a n d  b a s e  b o a r d .  The c e i l i n g  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  second  f l o o r  
room c o n t a i n s  a  f i n e  l a r g e  c i r c u l a r  r o s e t t e .  Both s e c o n d  f l o o r  rooms have  
f i r e p l a c e s .  - ? B o t h  o f  t h e  two rooms c o n t a i n ,  b u i l t - i n  cupboa rds .  
The a t t i c  o f  t h e  main u n i t  i s  c o m p l e t l y  f i n i s h e d ,  c o n t a i n i n g  a  c h a i r  r a i l  
and  o t h e r  f i n e l y  c r a f t e d  woodwork. 

As p r e v i o u s l y  s t a t e d ,  t h e  c .1880 a d d i t i o n  i s  b u t  one room deep  on b o t h  - 
l e v e l s .  T h e r e  i s  a s i n g l e  window on e a c h  o u t s i d e  w a l l ,  t h e  d o o r  and window 
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i n  t h e  e a s t  w a l l  o f  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  l e a d s  t o  t h e  p o r c h .  An e n c l o s e d  
s t a i r w a y  on t h e  s o u t h  w a l l  o f  t h e  a d d i t i o n  c o n n e c t s  t h e  two l e v e l s  o f  
b o t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  a n d  t h e  main u n i t .  The r e s i d e n c e  a s  a w h o l e  i s  
c u r r e n t l y  u n d e r g o i n g  e x t e n s i v e  a n d  t h o r o u g h  r e s t o r a t i o n  work .  

The two o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e s  on t h e  S t r i d e r  Ferm a r e  t h e  b a r n  a n d  t h e  
r u i n s  o f  a  c e l l e r  h o u s e ,  o r  r o o t  c e l l e r .  The b a r n  i s  a  t i m b e r  s t r u c t u r e ,  
o f  b o a r d  a n d  b a t t e n  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  w i t h  a  g a b l e  r o o f .  T h i s  s t r u c t u r e  
d a t e s  t o  c . 1 8 8 0 ,  t h e  a p p r o x i m a t e  p e r i o d  o f  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  r e s i d e n c e .  It  i s  a  c o n t r i b u t i n g  s t r u c t u r e .  The c e l l e r  
h o u s e  was o r i g i n a l l y  two s t o r i e s ,  t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y  b e i n g  o f  r u b b l e  s t o n e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  b u i l t  p a r t i a l l y  i n t o  t h e  h i l l s i d e .  The u p p e r  s t o r y  
was o f  masonry  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e  whole  b e i n g  s u r m o u n t e d  by  a  wooden 
g a b l e  r o o f .  The c e l l e r  h o u s e  d a t e s  t o  c .1790 .  T h e  r o o f  h a s  l o n g - s i n c e  
c o l l a p s e d ,  a n d  o n l y  t h e  w a l l s  r e m a i n  t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  b u t  d e s p i t e  i t s  
s t a t e  o f  r u i n a t i o n  it i s  h e l d  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  
p r o p e r t y  due  t o  i t s  a g e  ( n e a r l y  two c e n t u r i e s )  and  i t s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
c o m p a t i b i l i t y  w i t h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  ma in  u n i t  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n c e .  

The S t r i d e r  Farm l o o k s  o n t o  t h e  H a r p e r s  F e r r y  N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c a l  
P a r k ,  w h i l e  r e t a i n i n g  t h e  same r u r a l  ambiance  t h a t  h a s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  
i t s  e x i s t e n c e  s i n c e  it was s e t t l e d  n e a r l y  two h u n d r e d  y e a r s  a g o  on a n  
e m i n e n c e  o v e r l o o k i n g  t h e  r o l l i n g  Potomac R i v e r .  



8. Significance 

Period Areas af Significanc&heck and justib b l o w  X 
- prehistoric - -.. rrcheology-prehistoric . - community planning - . lrndscrpt rrchltecture .--. religion 
- 1400-1499 -- archtology-historic . - conurvrtion kw .-- scknce 
- 1500-1599 -- rgricutture . - - economics -- - llterrture - - sculpture - 160&1699 -x. architecture --_. education . X- mllitrry -- sock11 

17-1799 - art - engimrlng --- murk hummiwrkn 
2- 1600-1899 .- commerce . expiorrtion~sett~emant - - ph~~omphy - theater 

-- 1- -- communications .. industry - - politicslgovernment - transportation 
. - .- invention -5- other   spec^) 

Loca l  H i s t o r y  

jp.cinc dates . 1 7  g 0 . .18 8 0 Builder/Architect Not Known 

The S t r i d e r  Farm, l o c a t e d  on E l k s  Run i n  a  r u r a l  a r e a  j u s t  west  o f  
h i s t o r i c  Harpers  F e r r y ,  i n  J e f f e r s o n  County, West V i r g i n i a ,  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  
a s  a  good i n t a c t  example o f  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  s t o n e  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  
i n  a  r u r a l  s e t t i n g , l *  f o r  b e i n g  home t o  a  l o c a l l y  prominent  J e f f e r s o n  
County f a m i l y ,  one o f  whose members p l a y e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e  
r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  2. and a s  having p layed  a  r o l e  i n  s i g n i f i c a n t  
m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  d u r i n g  t h e  American C i v i l  War.3. 

E x p l a n a t o r y  Yot e s  

l * C o n s t r u c t e d  c.1790, vhen n e a r b y  Harpers  F e r r y  was s t i l l  a  t i n y  
v i l l a g e  known a s  "ahenandoah F a l l s ,  a t  M r .  H a r p e r ' s  ~ e r r y "  and n o t  
y e t  made i m p o r t a n t  by t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  A-rmory, t h e  main 
u n i t  o f  t h e  S t r i d e r  House i s  a two and a . h a l f - . e t o r y  s t o n e  r e s i d e n c e  
w i t h  s s i d e  gab led  r o o f  t h a t  i s  s t e e p l y  p i t c h e d .  It i s  t h r e e  bays  
a c r o s s ,  t h e  f r o n t  e n t r a n c e  way c o n s t i t u t i n g  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  f e a t u r e  o f  
t h e  midd le  bay.  A r e c t a n g u l a r  o v e r l i g h t  t h a t  s u r m o u n t s , t h e  r e a r  doorway 
i s  t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  and s t y l e .  Two massive end i n t e r i o r  chimneys 
f l a n k  t h e  main u n i t  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n c e ,  a i d i n g  i n  g i v i n g  it t h e  symmet r i ca l  
a p p e a r a n c e  t h a t  i s  t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  s t y l e .  The house i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
o f  t h e  l a t e 9 ~ ~ 3 , . S e t t > e m e n t  p_er$odvo?.  the-_county,. when what i s  now 
J e f f e r s o n  County was s t i l l  a  p a r t  o f - ~ e r k e l e y  County, V i r g i n i a  and vhen 
f a m i l y  fa rms  o f  s u b s t a n c e  and s t a b i l i t y  were r a p i d l y  coming t o  r e p l a c e  
e a r l i e r  l o g  and wood b u i l d i n g s ,  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f ' t h e  P e n n s y l v a n i a n  immig- 
r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  was b e i n g  f e l t ,  and t h e  r e g i o n  was on t h e  v e r g e  of 
coming i n t o  i t s  "golden age"  o f  a n t e b e l l u m  p r o s p e r i t y .  

The c.1880 a d d i t i o n  i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  t h e  i n i t i a l  phase  o f  p o s t - C i v i l  
War p r o s p e r i t y  i n  J e f f e r s o n  County when, a f t e r  t h e  d e v a s t a t i o n  o f  t h e  war 
and t h e  r e s u l t a n t  two decades  o f  economic d e p r e s s i o n ,  t h e  a r e a  began t o  
r e g a i n ,  t o  a  l e s s e r  e x t e n t ,  i t s  fo rmer  p r o s p e r i t y  and a r e a  f a r m e r s  c o u l d  
once  a g a i n  b u i l d  and expand.  or a  more d e t a i l e d  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  s e e  P a r t  7 ) .  

2 * ~ b e  S t r i d e r  f a m i l y ,  w i t h  whom t h i s  p r o p e r t y  a s  been p r i m a r i l y  a s s o c i a t e d ,  
i s  one t h a t  has  p layed  a  s o l i d  and s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  r e g i o n a l  a n n a l s .  
The o r i g i n a l  s e t t l e r s  on t h t s  l a n d  were P h i l i p  S t r i d e r ,  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  
yoeman f a r m e r  who came t o  what i s  now J e f f e r s o n  County-and c o n s t r u c t e d  t h e  
o r 2 g i n a l  main u n i t  about  1790,  and h i s  kinsman Samuel S t r i d e r .  

The S t r i d e r  
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f a m i l y  owned t h e  p r o p e r t y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  and  c o n t r i b u t e d  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  t h e  l i f e  o f  J e f f e r s o n  C o u n t y ,  The v a l u e  o f  t h e i r  
p r o p e r t y  was e n h a n c e d  by  t h e  main  l i n e  o f  t h e  B a l t i r o r e  a n d  Ohio R a i l r o a d  
r u n n i n g  d i r e c t l y  a d j a c e n t  t o  i t  i n  t h e  1840 's .  X e c b e r s  o f  t h e  S t r i d e r  
f a m i l y  o f  H a r p e r s  F e r r y  who a c h e i v e d  l o c a l  a n d  r e g i o n a l  p r o m i n e n c e  h a v e  
i n c l u d e d :  Samuel  S t r i d e r ,  who s e r v e d  i n  C a s t ,  G.W. Kumphrey t s  company 
i n  t h e  Var  o f  1 8 1 2 ;  J o h n  H .  S t r i d e r ,  s o n  o f  P h i l i p ,  s e r v e d  a s  a  c l e r k  
i n  t h e  s i x t h  a u d i t o r ' s  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  U.S.  T r e a s u r y  3 e p a r t m e n t  i n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  
D . C . ,  1853-1861 ,  d u r i n g  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  o f  P r e s i d e n t ' s  P i e r c e  a n d  
B u c h a n a n ,  A t  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  t h e  C i v i l  War h e  e n l i s t e d  i n  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  
s e r v i c e  a n d  s e r v e d  a s  p o s t  commisary  i n  t h e  Army o f  X o r t h e r n  V i r g i n i a  f o r  
t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n f l i c t .  H i s  s o n  J o h n  P ,  S t r i d e r  a l s o  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  
C o n f e d e r a t e  a r m y ,  was wounded a n d  t a k e n  p r i s o n e r  a t  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  C h a r l e s  
Town, n e a r  h i s  home, a n d  h i s  c o u s i n ,  J o h n  S.  S t r i d e r ,  was a member o f  t h e  
v a u n t e d  " s t o n e w a l l  B r i g a d e 1 '  ( 2 n d  V i r g i n i a  I n f a n t r y ,  Army o f  N.Va.) .  
I s s a c  H .  S t r i d e r  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  1 2 t h  V i r g i n i a  C a v a l r y  o f  t h e  same army a n d ,  
a f t e r  t h e  w a r ,  became o n e  o f  t h e  c o u n t y ' s  mos t  p r o m i n e n t  f a r m e r s .  H e  was 
o n e  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o r g a n i z e r s  o f  The G r a n g e  i n  J e f f e r s o n  C o u n t y ,  a n d  h e  
s e r v e d  a s  a  J e f f e r s o n  County  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  1881-85 .  A l t h o u g h  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  
a t  t h e  t i m e  c o u l d  b e  d e s c r i b e d  a s  m e r e l y  " d o i n g  o n e ' s  j o b " ,  two o f  t h e  
S t r i d e r ' s  a c h e i v e d  h i s t o r i c a l  n o t e  when I .  Keyes  S t r i d e r  a n d  M e l v i n  T. 
S t r L d e r  became two  o f  t h e  f i v e  p o s t a l  c a r r i e r s  who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
R u r a l  F r e e  D e l i v e r y  e x p e r i m e n t  i n  C h a r l e s  Town on O c t o b e r  1, 1 8 9 6 .  

R o b e r t  E .  Lee S t r i d e r ,  s o n  o f  I s s a c  H .  S t r i d e r ,  was ,  w i t h o u t  q u e s t o n ,  
t h e  mos t  n o t e d  member o f  t h e  f a m i l y  i n  modern t i m e s .  Born on t h e  f a m i l y  
f a r m  i n  1 8 8 7 ,  h e  a t t e n d e d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a  and  Union T h e o l o g i c a l  
S e m i n a r y  o f  A l e x a n d r i a ,  V i r g i n i a  b e f o r e  b e i n g  o r d a i n e d  i n  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  
E p i s c o p a l  Church  i n  1 9 1 1 .  S t r i d e r  s e r v e d  a s  r e c t o r  o f  S t .  M a t t h e w ' s  Church  
i n  W h e e l i n g  f rom 1 9 1 5  u n t i l  1 9 2 3  when h e  became B i s h o p  C o - A d j u s t o r  o f  t h e  
P r o t e s t a n t  E p i s c o p a l  Church  o f  West V i r g i n i a .  I n  1939  h e  became f u l l  
B i s h o p  o f  West V i r g i n i a ,  s e r v i n g  u n t i l  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t  i n  1 9 5 5 .  B i s h o ~  
S t r i d e r  was t h e  a u t h o r  o f  ----- The ~ i f e  a n d  Work o f  George  ~ i l l i &  ~ e t e r k i ;  ( 1 9 2 9 )  
t h e  d e f i n a t i v e  b i o g r a p h y  o f  West V i r g i n i a ' s  f i r s t  E p i s c o p a l  B i s h o p .  
B i s h o p  S t r i d e r  d i e d  i n  1 9 6 9 .  

3 ' ~ o c a t e d  j u s t  a few h u n d r e d  y a r d s  s o u t h  o f  t h e  B a l t i m o r e  a n d  Ohio  
R a i l r o a d  L i n e  ( w h i c h  L i n c o l n  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  mos t  v i t a l  s t r a t e g i c  r o u t e  
t o  t h e  war  e f f o r t )  and  j u s t  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  C h a r l e s  
Town-Hall  Town P i k e  a n d  H a r p e r s  F e r r y - S h e p e r d s t o w n  Road,  a n d  j u s t  t o  t h e  
w e s t  o f  B o l i v a r  H e i g h t s ,  t h e  S t r i d e r  H o u s e ,  w i t h  i t s  s o l i d  s t o n e  c o n s t r u c -  
t i o n ,  c o u l d  n o t  e s c a p e  b e i n g  i n t i m a t e l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  C i v i l  
War's mos t  i m p o r t a n t  m i l i t a r y  e n g a g e m e n t s .  
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D u r i n g  t h e  c r u c i a l  A n t i e t a m  campa ign  o f  S e p t e m b e r  1 3 - 1 7 ,  1 8 6 2 ,  
t h e  F e d e r a l  s k i r m i s h  l i n e  o p p o s s i n g  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  f o r c e  o f  L t .  Gen. 
Thomas  t tone wall" J a c k s o n  r a n  d i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  t h e  H a l l t o w n  Road f r o m  
t h e  S t r i d e r  Farm,  w h i l e  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  a r t i l l a r y  b a t t e r y  o f  C a p t .  
W i l l i a m  T .  Poague  was p o s i t i o n e d  n e a r  t h e  f r o n t  lawn o f  t h e  S t r i d e r  
H o u s e ,  p r e l i o i n a r y  t o  t h e  bombardment o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  f o r c e  i n  H a r p e r s  
F e r r y .  The b r i g a d e  o f  C . W .  F i e l d ,  u n d e r  t h e  connand  o f  C o l .  J . M .  
B r o c k e n b r o u g h ,  was t o  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  w e s t  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  f r o m  whence 
t h e y  p o a r e d  a  h e a v y  f i r e  i n t o  t h e  F e d e r a l  l i n e  on B o l i v a r  H e i g h t s  t h a t ,  
i n  n o  s m a l l  way,  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  s u r r e n d e r  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  F e d e r a l  
command o f  o v e r  1 1 , 0 0 0  a t  H a r p e r s  F e r r y ;  the l a r g e s t  mass  s u r r e n d e r  o f  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t r o o p s  i n  h i s t o r y .  

A g a i n ,  i n  1.864, t h e  S t r i d e r  House a n d  Farm w e r e  i n t i m a t e l y  l i n k e d  
w i t h  a n  i m p o r t a n t  C i v i l  War c a m p a i g n .  I n  A u g u s t  o f  t h a t  y e a r ,  a t  t h e  
o p e n i n g  o f  G e n e r a l  P h i l i p  S h e r i d a n ' s  S h e n a n d o a h  Campaign,  t h e  " ~ o s i t i o n  
o f  t h e  Army o f  t h e   hena an do ah", as marked  on  o f f i c i a l  maps o f  t h e  
c a m p a i g n ,  i s  shown s t r e t c h i n g  i m m e d i a t l y  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  t h e  f a r m ,  w h i l e  
F e d e r a l  Maj .  G e n e r a l  H o r a t i o  G .  W r i g h t  h a d  h i s  t e m p o r a r y  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
a t  t h e  S t r i d e r  House .  The S t r i d e r  House i s  a l s o  shown o n  o f f i c i a l  maps 
o f  t h e  J u l y  4 ,  1.864 H a r p e r s  F e r r y  e n g a g e m e n t .  It i s  assumed  t h a t ,  d u e  
t o  t h i s  i n t e n s i v e  m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t y ,  t h e r e  would  be  a h i g h  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  
s u c c e s s f u l  h i s t o r i c  a r c h e o l o g i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a t  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  t h o u g h  
n o n e  h a s  y e t  t a k e n  p l a c e .  

The S t r i d e r  Farm i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  an  e a r l y  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
l a n d m a r k  o f  t h e  r e g i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  i t s  l o n g  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  p e r s o n s  
a n d  e v e n t s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  J e f f e r s o n  County  a n d  West V i r g i n i a .  
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