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historic Unive r s i ty  Library ;  Adtcinis trat ion Building 

and/or common Stewar t  Ha l l ,  West V i r g i n i a  Univers i ty  (prefer red)  

street & number Unive r s i ty  Avenue - not for publication 

city, town Morgantom - vicinity of congressional district 

state West V i r g i n i a  code 54 Monongalia code 061 

3, C8assiSication 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
- district - X public - X occupied - agriculture - m~lseum 
X - building(s) - private - unoccupied - commercial v - park 
- structure - both - work in prosress educational - priva:e residence 
- srte Publ ic  Acquisition Accessib le -- enkri3inrcent - religious 
- object - in process y e s :  restr ict4 - goverpment -- scientific 

- being considered yea: unrestricted - industrial - transpor?ation 
- no - rn~litary - other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name West V i rg in i a  Board of  Regents 

street & numbar 950 Kanawha Roulevard , East  

city, town Char les ton  - vicinitv of stat&?e~;: V i r g i n i a  25301 

5. Location 0 4  Lena1 Dsswi~-2icaa 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Eonongalia County Court House - 
street & number - High S t r e e t  -- 

city, town Norgantom state West Virn in ia  

title has t h i s  property been determined e lq ib la?  - 
----- - - X yes n o  -- 

date -- - federal - state county - local 

depository for survey records \ 

city, town 
---. 

state 
., 



Condition Check one  Check one 
X - excellent X - deteriorated - unaltered - original site 
- good - ruins - altered m o v e d  date X 
- fair - unexposed . .. 

- 
Describz the  present and original ( i f  known) physical appearance 

Stewar t  H a l l  s t a n d s  on a  s l i g h t  promontory overlooking Un ive r s i t y  Avenue a t  t h e  
c e n t e r  of t h e  town campus of West V i rg in i a  Univers i ty  i n  Morgantown, Monongalia County. 
The b u i l d i n g  was designed by t h e  Wilson Brothers  and Company of P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  Pennsyl- 
v a n i a ,  a  p r e s t i g i o u s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  and engineer ing  f i rm,  t o  provide t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  wi th  
a capac ious  f a c i l i t y  t o  house i t s  expanding l i b r a r y  and t o  meet t h e  r e s e a r c h  needs of 
t h e  growing s t u d e n t  popula t ion  a t  t he  turn-of-the-century. Construct ion of t h e  Univer- 
s i t y  L i b r a r y  was undertaken i n  1900 by t h e  f i r m  of Caldwell and Drake o f  Parkersburg ,  
one of t h e  b e s t  known companies of i t s  type i n  t h e  s t a t e .  The b u i l d i n g  was completed 
i n  1902 a t  a  c o s t  o f  s l i g h t l y  more than $100,000 and o f f i c i a l l y  ded ica t ed  on June 1 7 ,  
1903. The Un ive r s i t y  L ib ra ry  became t h e  Administrat ion Building i n  1931 when a new 
l i b r a r y  was e r e c t e d  f o r  W.V.U. on t h e  sou theas t e rn  sec t ion  of t h e  campus. During t h e  
1970 ' s  t h e  Adminis t ra t ion  Bui ld ing  was renamed Stewart  Hal l  i n  honor of  I r v i n  S tewar t ,  
p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Un ive r s i t y  from 1946 t o  1958. 

S tewar t  H a l l  i s  t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  example of Romanesque Reviva l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  
i n  West V i r g i n i a .  Henry Hobson Richardson (1838-86) reintroduced and l a r g e l y  r evo lu t ion -  
i z e d  t h e  s t y l e  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  during t h e  decades of t h e  1870's  and 1880 ' s .  The 
massive,  h o r i z o n t a l ,  heav i ly  r u s t i c a t e d  f e a t u r e s  so favored by Richardson were admirably 
inco rpora t ed  i n  t h e  Wilson des ign  of t h e  Morgantown bui ld ing .  E s p e c i a l l y  impres s ive  i s  
t h e  s t r u c t u r e ' s  l a t e r a l  massing accommodatings l i m i t e d ,  e leva ted  s i t e .  Complementing, 
b u t  subord ina t e  t o  t h e  g r e a t  weight of t h e  mass, i s  the  c a r e f u l  placement of carved 
d e t a i l .  

Coursed Amherst sandstone b locks  wi th  rock-facedtool ing enshea th  t h e  w a l l s  of t h e  
e n t i r e  b u i l d i n g .  With t h e  except ion  of t h e  two and one-half s t o r y  e n t r a n c e  p a v i l i o n  
f a c i n g  U n i v e r s i t y  Avenue a l l  f acades  a r e  f i l l e d  with deep arcua ted  openings con ta in ing  
t h e  f i r s t  and second f l o o r  windows. Two-story, s ~ o o t h  co lonnet tes  occupy t h e  r e v e a l s  
and t e r m i n a t e  benea th  semic i r cu la r  a r ches  whose vousso i r s  a r e  o u t l i n e d  w i t h  ex t r ados  
molding. 

S tewar t  H a l l  possesses  t h r e e  primary s t r u c t u r a l  u n i t s :  a  gabled c e n t r a l  b lock  
o r i e n t e d  i n  a  g e n e r a l  north-south d i r e c t i o n  ; a  gabled en t rance  p a v i l i o n ;  and a monumental 
oc t agona l  tower.  A minor wing w i t h  hipped roof i s  a t t ached  t o  t h e  r e a r  e l e v a t i o n .  The 
b u i l d i n g  i s  135 f e e t  a t  i t s  g r e a t e s t  l e n g t h  and 70 f e e t  a t  i t s  g r e a t e s t  wid th .  R i s ing  
60 f e e t  above t h e  ground i s  t h e  tower which occupies  t he  southwest co rne r  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  
f a c i n g  U n i v e r s i t y  Avenue and Prospec t  S t r e e t .  Red sh ing le  t i l e s ,  i n t e r u p t e d  by a cour se  
of  half-round t i l e s ,  cover  t h e  extremely broad roof p lanes  of both t h e  tower and main 
b lock .  Such expansive roof p l anes ,  punctuated wi th  o c c a s i m a l  sha l low and d e l i c a t e l y  
propor t ioned  shed dormers ,charac te r ize  a  major f e a t u r e  of Romnesque Reviva l  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  

S o l i d  r a i l s  and a f l i g h t  of s t a i r s  ascend t o  t h e  h ighes t  p o i n t  of t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  
r a i s e d  basement t o  meet t h e  c o l o s s a l  en t r ance  p o r t a l .  The opening i s  t h e  c e n t e r  f e a t u r e  
of a  t r i p l e -a rched  door-window arrangement.  The smooth, s emic i r cu la r  v o u s s o i r  a r c h e s  
s p r i n g  from en r i ched ,  c l u s t e r e d  p i e r s .  It i s  t h i s  e l e v a t i o n  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  occupies  
t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  s t u d e n t  of s c u l p t u r e  and s tone  carving.  I n t r a d o s  and e x t r a d o s  
moldings of t h e  a r c h e s  a r e  i n c i s e d  wi th  i n t r i c a t e  geometric and f l o r i a t e  p a t t e r n s .  Hood 
moulds of t h e  second f l o o r  arched windows te rmina te  a t  t he  impost l e v e l  i n  ( l a b e l )  s t o p s  

of f a n c i f u l  des ign .  E s p e c i a l l y  i n t r i g u i n g  a r e  t h e  human-form gro tesques  s e e n  a t  t h e  
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convergence of t h e  ex t r adoses  ( spandre l  a r ea )  of ad jo in ing  arches  upon t h e  
e n t r a n c e  f acade  and tower. Consoles support ing the  s t o n e  balcony of t h e  gable  
a r e  a l s o  fash ioned  w i t h  v i s a g e s ,  each wi th  a  d i f f e r e n t ,  g l a r i n g  express ion .  Above 
t h e  balcony a t  t h e  apex of t h e  gable  i s  a  r e l i e f  of en ter twin ing  f l o r a l  d e t a i l s .  
Among t h e  ou t s t and ing  masonry elemenEs of Stewart  H a l l  a r e  the  coupled a rches  and 
c o l o n e t t e s  of  t h e  tower ' s  b e l f r y .  The he ight  of t h i s  open s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  unusual ly  
f i n e  masonry f e a t u r e s  i s  a n  a r t i s t i c  and engineering achievement. 

I n t e r i o r  space  of  Stewart  Ha l l  was reorganizedfol lowing t h e  d e p a r t u r e  of t h e  
l i b r a r y  hold ings  and s t a f f  i n  1931. Important a r c h i t e c t u r a l  elements were conserved 
i n  t h e  e n t r a n c e  v e s t i b u l e  and f i r s t  f l o o r  rotunda,  d e s p i t e  a l t e r a t i o n s  and p a r t i t i o n -  
i n g  of  space  on t h e  second f l o o r .  A genera l  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  in .1979 was s u c c e s s f u l ,  
however, i n  r ecove r ing  c e r t a i n  of t h e  open spaces ad j acen t  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  ro tunda .  

The p r i n c i p a l  f e a t u r e  of t h e  i n t e r i o r  i s  a  two-story, arcaded ro tunda .  Four 
a r ches  on t h e  long  s i d e  and two a rches  on t h e  ends of t he  r ec t angu la r  space  a r e  a l s o  
seen  a t  t h e  second l e v e l ,  though t h e s e  a r e  s h o r t e r  i n  he igh t .  P l a s t e r  acanthus- leaf  
moldings embe l l i sh  t h e  c a p i t a l s  of t h e  p i e r s  a t  t h e  f o u r  ou te r  co rne r s  of t h e  ro tunda .  
The unmistakable f e a t u r e s  of a  f i n e l y  c r a f t e d  mouse may be seen pee r ing  from t h e  
hollows of dens ly  entwined Bcanthus l eaves  on each of these  corner  p i e r s .  

O r i g i n a l l y  designed t o  house the  l i b r a r y ' s  c i r c u l a t i o n  desk and ca rd  c a t a l o g ,  
t h e  ro tunda ,  d e s p i t e  i t s  sp lendid  c h a r a c t e r ,  177,s a n a t u r a l  condui t  f o r  n o i s e  trhich 
d i s t u r b e d  pa t rons  i n  t h e  reading and re ference  rooms ad jo in ing  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  c i r c u -  
l a t i o n  desk. The second f l o o r  contained only two rooms and a  connect ing g a l l e r y ,  
wh i l e  t h e  t h i r d  was occupied by t h r e e  modest classrooms. It was ev iden t  e a r l y  on 
t h a t  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  expansion of l i b r a r y  f a c i l i t i e s  was no t  p o s s i b l e ,  The Uni- 
v e r s i t y  L ib ra ry  was subsequent ly  adap t ive ly  reused f o r  Univers i ty  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
purposes i n  1931. 

S t r u c t u r a l  eva!u a t i o n  of Stewart  Hal l  i n  1979 revealed d e t a i l s  of t h e  b u i l d -  
i n g ' s  r e i n f o r c e d  conc re t e  cons t ruc t ion .  Stewart  H a l l  i s  one of t h e  o l d e s t  r e i n f o r c e d  
c o n c r e t e  b u i l d i n g s  i n  West V i r g i n i a .  Several  engineer ing  f e a t u r e s  have been a s c e r -  
t a i n e d  r ega rd ing  i t s  pa t en ted  S t e e l c r e t e  f l o o r  system. I n  t h i s  method a  s t e e l c r e t e  
mesh o r  expanded meta l  re inforcement  was used i n  conjunct ion wi th  c i n d e r  conc re t e  t o  
form t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  f l o o r i n g  system. 

Addi t ion  of a n  enclosed f i r e  escape a t  t h e  r e a r  e l e v a t i o n ,  and enc losu re  
of t h e  rotunda w e l l  w i t h  a  temporary plywood c e i l i n g ,  comprise major r e c e n t  a l t e r -  
a t i o n s .  



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1 699 
- 1700-1 799 
- 1800-1 899 
X 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 
- agriculture - economics - literature -x- sculpture 
& architecture & education - military - social/ 
- art X_ engineering - music humanitarian 
-- commerce - exploration,settlement - philosophy - theater 
- communications - industry - politicsigovernment - transportation 

- invention . . - other (specify) 

Specific dates  1900-02 BuilderiArchitect Wilson Brothers  and Comoanv, Archi tects  

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

S tewar t  H a l l ,  a n  i n p o r t a n t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  l a n d ~ a r k  of h igh  s t y l e  i n  Vest V i r g i n i a ,  
i s  t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  example of Romanesque Revival  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  t h e  Mountain S t a t e .  
An a s s o c i a t e d  f e a t u r e  of t h e  b u i l d m g ' s  s i g n i f i c a n t  s t r u c t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r  i s  a r e i n f o r c e d  
conc re t e  system, one of t h e  e a r l i e s t  of i t s  type su rv iv ing  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  Stewart  H a l l  is 
a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t  because of i t s  prominent p lace  i n  t h e  academic and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  h i s t o r y  
of West V i r g i n i a  Un ive r s i t y ,  t h e  s t a t e ' s  comprehensive land-grant  i n s t i t u t i o n  of h ighe r  
l e a r n i n g .  Erec ted  i n  1900-02, t o  s e rve  a s  the  Un ive r s i t y  L ib ra ry ,  Stewart  H a l l  became t h e  
Adminis t ra t ion  Bui ld ing  of t h e  Univers i ty  i n  1931. It i s  t h e  o l d e s t  bu i ld ing  on t h e  town 
campus of W.V.U. a f t e r  Mart in  H a l l  (1870), Woodburn Ha l l  (1876), and Chitwood H a l l  (1893), 
t h e  t h r e e  b u i l d i n g s  forming t h e  o r i g i n a l  quadrangle of t he  Un ive r s i t y  c a l l e d  Woodburn C i r c l  

West V i r g i n i a  Un ive r s i t y  was founded a s  a  r e s u l t  of t h e  Congressional  Land Grant 
@ l o r i l l )  Act of  Ju ly2 ,  1862, a measure designed to endow c o l l e g e s  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  wi th  
r e sou rces  t o  f u r t h e r  t h e  s t u d i e s  of a g r i c u l t u r e  and the nechan ica l  a r t s .  B e n e f i t s  were 
extended t o  West ~ i r g i n i a  by a  s p e c i f i c  Congressional anendrcent of  t h e  Act,  passed on 
A p r i l  19 ,  1864. I n  o r d e r  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  the proposed c o l l e g e  should  be loca ted  permanently 
o r  near  Elorgantown, t h e  t r u s t e e s  of Monongalia Academy o f f e r e d  i t s  Morganto1.m p r o p e r t y  and 
p rope r ty  of t h e  Voodburn Female Seminary t o  the S t a t e  on January 9 ,  1866. The S t a t e  Legis- 
l a t u r e  accepted  t h e  o f f e r  on February 7 ,  1867, and c rea t ed  t h e  "Agr i cu l tu ra l  Col lege  of 
West ~ i r g i n i a " .  Act ing  upon t h e  reques t  of P re s iden t  Alexander V a r t i n ,  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  
dur ing  t h e  fo l lowing  y e a r ,  redes igna ted  the  i n s t i t u t i o n  "Vest V i r g i n i a  Universi ty" .  

Cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  Univers i ty  Library  (Stewart Hal l )  a t  t h e  turn-of-the-century was 
a r e s u l t  of changes and needs r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  groxth of s tuden t  enro l lment  and expansion 
of Un ive r s i t y  programs. Following s e v e r a l  decades of d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  i n  which depa r tme i l t~  
and schoo l s  e x e r c i s e d  g r e a t  independence, the  "un ive r s i t y  p l an t '  was adopted whereby admin- 
i s t r a t i v e  a u t h o r i t y  was shared  by Deans appointed by t h e  Un ive r s i t y  P re s iden t .  Other  
impor tan t  changes and innova t ions  a t  t he  Univers i ty  i n  t h e  1890 ' s  were seen i n  t h e  f u l l  
admission of women t o  a l l  departments but  the  m i l i t a r y ,  t h e  r e v i t a l i z a t i o n  of t h e  Alumni 
Assoc ia t ion ,  and t h e  c r e a t i o n  of student-supported i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  and a c i t i v i :  
The Board of Regents formed i n  1895, was o r ~ a n i z c d  to  manage t h e  a f f a i r s  of t h e  Univers i t ;  
a long  b i p a r t i s a n  l i n e s .  

The need f o r  a p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  designed and s e p a r a t e  l i b r a r y  f a c i l i t y  reached  a 
c r i t i c a l  l e v e l  i n  t h e  l a t e  1890 ' s  when the  second f l o o r  space  of  Mart in  H a l l  could  no long 
s a f e l y  bea r  t h e  weight of t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s  and increased  nunbers of s tuden t  u s e r s .  
P r e s i d e n t  Jerome H. Raymond approached the  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1899 and s u c c e s s f u l l y  persuaded 
t h a t  body t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  funds  f o r  cons t ruc t ion  of a  l i b r a r y  and museum bu i ld ing .  The 
$40,000 a l l o c a t i o n s  enabled  t h e  s p e c i a l  bu i ld ing  committee of t h e  Eoard of Regents t o  
i m m e d i a t e l y  p r o c e e d  w i t h  n e c e s s a r y  v i g o r .  

Competi t ive p l a n s  were i n v i t e d  by the  committee; t h e  t o t a l ,  i nc lud ing  i n q u i r i e s ,  
f o r  t h e  proposed l i b r a r y  and two o t h e r  Univers i ty  bu i ld ings -  t h e  Armory and Mechanical 
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H a l l -  numbered twenty. The 1899 competi t ion captured the  i n t e r e s t  of a number of  
r e g i o n a l l y  noted  a r c h i t e c t s  inc luding:  Harr i son  Albr ight  of Char les ton;  Yost 6 
Packard of Columbus,Ohio; S.E. Chamberlain of K a ~ s a s  C i t y ,  EEssouri ;  James W. Mc- 
Laughlin and Samuel Hannaford of C inc inna t i ;  and Freder ick  PI. Mann of Ph i l ade lph ia .  
The committee subsequent ly  chose the  p l ans  of t h e  Wilson Brothers  and Company of  
P h i l a d e l p h i a  and approved t h e i r  c o n t r a c t s  on Septeaber 30, 1899, 

The b u i l d i n g  designed by t h e  Wilson Brothers  was immediately recognized a s  a  
s i g n i f i c a n t  work of a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The major elements of t h e  Romanesque Revival s t y l e  
r e v o l u t i o n i z e d  by Henry H .  Richardson (1838-86) a r e  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  Great  
weight  and g e n e r a l  s i m p l i c i t y  a r e  combined wi th  a  h o r i z o n t a l  t rea tment  of mass. 
Expansive roof p l a n e s  p r e s e n t  a s i g n i f i c a n t  v i s u a l  f e a t u r e .  Appropr ia te ly ,  s tone  
ca rv ing  i s  subord ina t e .  -Qua l i t y  of t h i s  ornamentation d id  n o t  go unnoticed by l o c a l  
obse rve r s  a s  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  Morgantown Evening Pos t  of  January 10 ,  1902: 'I . . , a r -  
t i s t i c  workers i n  s t o n e  a r e  carv ing  a t t r a c t i v e  faces  and f i g u r e s  on t h e  sp lendid  new 
L i b r a r y  bu i ld ing ,one  of t h e  b e s t  c o l l e g e  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  country."  

Wilson Bro the r s  and'company of Ph i l ade lph ia  was founded i n  1876 by Joseph X. 
Wilson (1838-1902), i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  h i s  b ro the r  John, and Henry Macomb. Joseph 
Wilson ( l a t e r  F.A.I.A.) was graduated i n  engineer ing  from Rensselaer  Poly technic  
I n s t i t u t e  i n  1858 and worked from 1865-68 a s  an a r c h i t e c t  and engineer  w i th  t h e  
Pennsylvania Ra i l road .  The f i r m  designed a  number of prominent Ph i l ade lph ia  b u i l d i n g s  
inc lud ing  Machinery H a l l  and Exhib i t ion  Building a t  t h e  Centennial  Expos i t ion ,  Sus- 
quehanna and Schuyler  r i v e r  b r idges ,  Drexel I n s t i t u t e  (1891) and t h e  Drexel O f f i c e  
Bui ld ing ,  t h e  c i t y ' s  " f i r s t  skyscaper ."  The Drexel Eui ld ing  ( t h e  f i r m ' s  o f f i c e  
add res s )  was one of t h e  e a r l i e s t  bu i ld ings  i n  t h e  country employing a  s e r i e s  of i r o n  
frames a s  a s t r u c t u r a l  system l a t e r  pe r f ec t ed  by t h e  b u i l d e r s  of t h e  Chicago School 
i n  h i g h r i s e  des ign .  The Wilson Brothers  f i r m  designed (concurren t ly)  t h e  W.V.U. 
Lib ra ry ,  Efechanical H a l l ,  and Armory; t h e i r  cons t ruc t ion ,  by t h e  f i r m  of Caldwel.1 and 
Drake of parkersburg7> proceeded a t  t h e  same time. The Armory and Mechanical H a l l  were 
l a t e r  razed  t o  provide  space  f o r  t he  u n i v e r s i t y ' s  s tuden t  c e n t e r  i n  t h e  1960's .  

The Romanesque s t y l e  bu i ld ing ,  Stewart  Hal l ,  designed by Joseph 9 ,  Wilson and 
h i s  assocr ia tes ,  Henry W.  Wilson, John McArthur Har r i s ,  and Howard L .  Richards,  pro- 
v ided  West V i r g i n i a  Un ive r s i t y  wi th  i t s  f i r s t  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  planned and cap?cious 

.PC l i b r a r y  b u i l d i n g .  I t  su rv ives  a s  a  s ta tement  of t h e i r  s e n s i t i v i t y  (though qnexplam- 
a b l y  and e r roneous ly  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  S tanford  White by s e v e r a l  w r i t e r s ) ,  and a s  a 
reminder of a  turn-of-the-century e r a  when Vest V i r g i n i a  Un ive r s i t y  was e n t e r i n g  a  
s i g n i f i c a n t  phase of development. 

 he f i m  was headquartered a t  a  c e c t r a l  o f f i c e  i n  Indiana .  
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