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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN)  PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Amy Roberts Vance House a t  123 West Main S t r e e t ,  Clarksburg, Har r i son  
County, West V i rg in i a ,  is  a  gable  roofed two-story b r i c k  dwell ing e x h i b i t i n g  
s i g n i f i c a n t  e a r l y  19 th  century  t e a t u r e s  and r e f ined  l a t e  19 th  century  V i c t o r i a n  
a c c r e t i o n s .  Heavy s tone ,  f i n e l y  molded b r i c k ,  and sawn and hewn hardwood were 
l o c a l l y  acqui red  m a t e r i a l s  t h e  b u i l d e r  used t o  produce a res idence  t h a t  w a s  
expensive f o r  i ts  day, and of such q u a l i t y  t h a t  w a l l s  remain plumb whi le  suppor t  
beams and f l o o r  j o i s t s  e x h i b i t  l i t t l e  sag o r  o t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n s  of d e t e r i o r a t i o n  
a f t e r  n e a r l y  a  century  and t h r e e  q u a r t e r s  of wear. 

A h igh  coursed rubble  foundat ion g i v e s  t h e  Vance House a  t a l l ,  r a t h e r  formal  
q u a l i t y  d e s p i t e  many d e t a i l s  t h a t  a r e  t y p i c a l  of pre-Civi l  War a r c h i  t e c t u r e  i n  
r u r a l  America. Unusual i n  t h e  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  brickwork, however, is  a  fou r -  
cou r se  w a t e r t a b l e  f l u s h  w i t h  t h e  brickwork of t h e  facade. A t l i iee-course b e l t  
cou r se  matching t h e  water taBle  brickwork ex tends  a c r o s s  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  house. 
The e x c l u s i v e  use  of Flemish bond brickwork i n  t h e  facade  and common American 
bonding elsewhere a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  a  formal ,  y e t  t y p i c a l ,  e a r l y  19 th  cen tu ry  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c .  

The f i v e  bay f r o n t  is punctuated w i t h  t a l l ,  double hung 9/9  l i g h t  s a s h  
windows a t  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  l e v e l  and s h o r t  double hung 6 / 6  l i g h t  s a s h  windows 
a t  tfie xxxmd f i o w  level. The s t e e p l y   itched ga3I.e ~ o o f  is pierced ~ 5 t h  
i n t e r i o r  end chimneys and covered i n  a  r a i s e d  seam t i n  sur face .  Squsre 
a t t i c  windows f l a n k  the  chimneys a t  both g a 5 l e  ends of t h e  house. The end w a l l s  
a r e  o the rwi se  devoid of window openings. 

The Vance House succumed t o  V ic to r i an  embellishment c. 1891 wi th  t h e  
a d d i t i o n  of a  h igh  pi tched c e n t e r  gable ,  a  s i n g l e  bay porch, and a  bracketed 
co rn i ce .  rmhricated wooden s h i n g l e s i n  t h e  f r o n t  gable  and s h o r t  wooden l a t t i c e  
bargeboards  w e r e p l a c e d i n  each of t h e  t h r e e  g a b l e s  The four  square wooden columns, 
t h e  bracketed cornice,  and t h e  r a i l i n g  of t h e  f r o n t  porch were High V i c t o r i a n  
e l emen t s  t h a t  remafn t h e  p r i n c i p a l  ornaments of bu i ld ing .  

The room arrangements of t h e  f i r s t  and second f l o o r  a r e  i d e n t i c a l ;  a 
c e n t r a l  h a l l  wi th  s ta i rway b r s e c t s  t h e  house f r o n t  t o  r e a r .  S ing le  rooms are 
found on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  house u p s t a i r s  and down. The same space on t h e  
sou th  s i d e  of t h e  house is div ided  t o  form two rooms on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and 
two rooms on t h e  second. 

Of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  regard ing  t h e  c .  1807 d a t e  of cons t ruc t ion  i s  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  bean support  system v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  basement. Adze marks a r e  s t i l l  
p l a i n l y  d i s c e r n a b l e  on t h e  major beams i n d i c a t i n g  t h e i r  e a r l y  o r i g i n .  I n  t h e  
c e l l a r  5 i nch  t h i c k  tenoned f l o o r  j o i s t s  a r e  jo ined  wi th  t h e  mort ised heavy hewn 
beams t o  demonstrate  t he  s k i l l  of e a r l y  Clarksburg housebuilders  and t h e  q u a l i t y  
of hardwood timber once p l e n t i f u l  i n  Harr i son  County. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Amy Roberts  Vance House of Clarksburg,  Harr i son  County, West V i r g i n i a ,  i s  
t h e  o l d e s t  known b r i c k  house i n  Clarksburg. It has been a s soc i a t ed  w i t h  personnages 
of h i s t o r i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  from t h e  d a t e  of i t s  cons t ruc t ion  c .  1807, t o  t h e  
p re sen t .  The absence of major a l t e r a t i o n s  and t h e  exce l l en t  s t a t e  of t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  
c o n d i t i o n  p rov ides  t h e  community o f c l a r k s b u r g w i t h  a r a r e  glimpse of 1 9 t h  cen tu ry  
b u i l d i n g  customs and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  genre.  

The Vance House was constructed f o r  Jacob S tea l ey ,  a successfu l  Clarksburg 
t anne r ,  whose tanyard on Water S t r e e t  was l o c a t e d  about a block from t h e  house. 
Jacob S t e a l e y ,  who had a r r ived  i n  Clarksburg i n  1793, bought from George Jackson 
i n  Nov. 1795, f o r  300 pounds, land known a s  the' l tanyard m i l l "  w i t h  t h e  s t i p u l a t i o n  .. 
t n a t  S t s a l e y  have t h e  r i g h t  t o  u s e  thc xater runniug ibroilgh Lhe  tanyard". i n  
1807 S t e a l e y  purchased f o r  $709 land on West Main S t r e e t  from George Jackson where 
t h e  b r i c k  house was e rec ted .  

A f t e r  t h e  dea th  of Jacob S tea l ey  i n  1841, h i s  son John owned and l i v e d  i n  t h e  
house u n t i l  1881, when Nathan Goff,  S r . ,  purchased t h e  property.  M r .  Goff se rved  
a s  P r e s i d e n t  of Clarksburg f o r  t h e  terms 1849 and 1858-65. Goff a l s o  served i n  
t h e  West V i r g i n i a  House of Delegates,  1863-66, 1870. During t h e  occupancy of 
Goff ' s  widow, Nary R. Horner Goff (sister-in-law of West V i rg in i a  Governor George 
W. Atk inson) ,  from 1885 u n t i l  1908, V i c t o r i a n  d e t a i l s  were added t o  t h e  house, T h e  
f r o n t  g a b l e ,  porch, and o rna t e  co rn i ce  mil lwork were placed on the  house c .  1891. 
Also a t  t h i s  t ime a frame two-story e l l  a t  t h e  r e a r  replaced a s ing le - s to ry  b r i c k  
a d d i t i o n  t h a t  apparent ly  formed the  o r i g i n a l  k i t chen  wing of t h e  house. From 
1908 t o  1932 t h e  house, a s  p a r t  of t h e  Goff e s t a t e ,  was used as a boarding house 
and d o c t o r ' s  o f f i c e .  I n  1933, Mrs. J. Car l  (Amy Roberts) Vance purchased t h e  
house, r e s t o r e d  i t ,  and used i t  a s  a r e s idence  f o r  t h i r ty - fou r  years .  

Clarksburg Civ ic  leader  Amy Roberts  Vance, t h e  mother of John and Cyrus 
Vance, d i ed  i n  J u l y  1967. The Vance b ro the r s  o f f e red  the  Harr ison County H i s t o r i c a l  
Soc ie ty  t h e  r i g h t  of purchase of t h i s  p rope r ty ,  inc luding  t h e i r  own dona t ion  of 
$ l l , o o o  of t h e  appraised value,  f o r  u se  a s  a museum and s o c i e t y  headquar te rs .  The 
t r a n s a c t i o n  w a s  completed through pub l i c  s u b s c r i p t i o n  on Nov. 15 ,  1967. 

CyrusRobertsVance was i n  h i s  t eens  when h i s  mother purchased t h e  house, and 
so i t  was h i s  home during h i s  summer v i s i t s  t o  Clarksburg from Eas tern  schools .  
Cyrus Vance was born on S t .  P a t r i c k ' s  Day i n  1917 i n  an old family mansion (demolished) 
a t  t h e  co rne r  of P ike  and Six th  S t r e e t s  i n  Vest Clarksburg. He was t h e  f o u r t h  
g e n e r a t i o n  of Vance i n  t he  c i t y .  H i s  g rea t -grandfa ther ,  Col. Cyrus Vance, was a 
former mayor of Clarksburg. H i s  g r andfa the r ,  John C. Vance, w a s  a member of t h e  
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of  t h e  House o f  D e l e g a t e s  o f  t h e  Restored Government o f  V i r g i n i a  a t  Wheeling. 
Cyrus R. Vance se rved  as S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army, 1962-64, as a d ip lomat  f o r  
P r e s i d e n t  Lyndon Johnson, and i s  c u r r e n t l y  s e r v i n g  as S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e  f o r  
P r e s i d e n t  Carter. 

According t o  r e l a t i v e s ,  Amy Rober ts  Vance, a " c i v i c  minded a c t i v i s t "  f rom 
P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s  Main L ine ,  was h i g h l y  i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  shaping h e r  famous s o n ' s  
demeanor and moral  idea l i sm.  S i g n i f i c a n t  a l s o  i n  t h e  e a r l y  l i f e  of Cyrus R. 
Vance was a c o u s i n ,  John W. Davis,  a  n o t e d  Cla rksburg  a t t o r n e y  and t h e  Democrat ic  
P r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e  i n  1924. Vance was known t o  spend p a r t  o f  h i s  ch i ldhood  
i n  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  l i b r a r y  of "Uncle" John ,  from whom h e  gained h i s  f i r s t  i m p r e s s i o n s  
of l aw and p o l i t i c s .  

Cyrus Vance h a s  beerr 2zsc r ibeL 2 s  a "ceit i i- iy Ges'i 7 l r g i i ~ i ~ ~ ~ " .  I'he .yiruus 

man who c a l l e d  t h e  house a t  123 West Main S t r e e t  home i n  t h e  p e r i o d  1937-1946, 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  h imse l f  i n  l a t e r  y e a r s  a s  g e n e r a l  counse l  f o r  t h e  Defense Depar tment  
and S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army under P r e s i d e n t  John  F. Kennedy. Vance s e r v e d  
Lyndon Johnson as Deputy S e c r e t a r y  of Defense  and became P r e s i d e n t  Johnson ' s  
p e r s o n a l  envoy f o r  f o r e i g n  and domest ic  emergencies .  I n  1968-69 Vance was 
depu ty  c h i e f  d e l e g a t e  t o  t h e  P a r i s  peace t a l k s  on Vietnam. Cyrus Vance won 
appointment  as S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e  of t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  under  P r e s i d e n t  C a r t e r  
i n  J a n u a r y  1977. 
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