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I A s l a t e  roof da t ing  1896 was recent ly ' r&laced wi th  modern composition 
shingles .  A new b e l l  tower and-' s t e e p l e  -was e rec ted  a t  t h e  southeas t  

1 corner together with a recessed por t i cb .  These replaced t h e  e a r l i e r  I c e n t r a l  tower and ent rance  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e .  

CONDITION 

An apse a t  t h e  r e a r  replaced a b r i c k  lean- to-a t tached t o  t h e  1830 church. 
Centra l  hea t  was i n s t a l l e d  i n  p lace  of t h e  s tqves  u&ed :ea r l i e r .  

A two s t o r y  s tone  rec to ry  was b u i l t  behind t h e  church"in 1853. ' It was 
,., pargeted and scored t o  ~ e s e b l e  coursed ashlor .  A cupola was centered . -- 79.1' 

od t h e  roof ' s  r idge  i h e - a n d  has  s i n c e  been removed. A porch graced ' 
t h i s  s t r u c t u r e ,  but  i t  too-has  been removed. 2- ' - - - 

- 3"::'?r:; l'; :. -.'? -". 
- -.. - 

E s C R l B E  T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  (If known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E .  . . . -  . . ' The church w a s  39 feet dy 75 feet.? It had four  l a r g e  arched windows on 
e i t h e r  s i d e  with an  a d d i t i o n a l  window'in t h e  one s t o r y  r e a r  v e s t r y  room. 
There were a l s o  f i v e  windows-invthe f r o n t  of t h e  church, ~ h r e e - a r c h e d  and 
two round, together with t h e  door .d;~h&r&&&'8'%1h-a - s t e e p l e ; a t  the  f r o n t  ...... of t h e  church. .....^-.I A _ - - -  

* . - -. . *---  - 1 - - .  . f  -. 
-, . : . - ;  .:;. . 1 - .:> 

The i n t e r i o r  o r i g i n a l l y  had - & h i g h  ar=hed h e i l i n g  and a b e a u t i f u l  p u l p i t  
with t h e  image of t h e  Virgin  Mary wi th  t h e  In fan t  Jesus  i n  he r  lap.  - -- . . . -. fkE2T dy$i rrcias3;?st Bf15 G . S J  iLj ., 
The church was a one s t o r y  b r i ck 'bu i ld ing  on a s tone  foundation with a 
f a l s e  front*- :Four- sfqqe-,steps%bed up t o  the  door. It was twenty-f i v e  
f e e t  t o  t h e  eaves. . By 1894, it had a s l a t e  roof. -. :::>::7::2.: ::> :\ < - - 

1t ' s  e x t e r i o r  was d r a s t i c a l l y  remodeled i n  1896, and changed from i t s  
e a r l i e r  pseudo-gothic appearance t o  t h e  then popular post-Civil  War neo- 
gothic  s t y l e .  I n  t h e  remodeling, the '  t e r r a c e  . , - - - - i n  . f r o n t  of t h e  e d i f i c e  was 
lengthened, b r i n g i n g  f h e  new f r o n t  of :the s t r u c t u r e  back toward the  west. 
The o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t d i ? '  was b r i c k  and the newer w a l l  ma te r i a l s  replaced 
t h e  b r i c k  with g r a n i t e ' o f  a greenish  c a s t  with window opening t r i m  and 
coping s tones  made of red sandstone. '@e l a t t e r  ma te r i a l s  a r e  not  n a t i v e  

. . . . . . . . . . .  t o  t h e  area.  - -- - . ..., _ - ,- --- - -. .-+.- . - . - - --. 
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SIGNIFICANCE , . *,-., , .,,, , . 6 ,  , .', ' V  

~sid^e from 'the bea'6ty t% t h e  ! i t ructure,  S t .  Pe te r ' s  Roman Cathol ic  Church 
is  h i s t o r i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  because it w a s  t h e  t h i r d  ahurch erected  a t  
Harpers Ferry and was t h e  only o n e  not  located  on3 government land.. 

- .  . - -- - -.-.. + . -  

L - ,< - 
The o r i g i n a l  t r a c t  of land -on which- the  church s t ands  was owned by Harper 
Ferry ' s  founder, Robert ~ a r p e r .  , In. h i s  w i l l ,  dated September 1782, h e  
gave s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  to -have  a-church b u i l t  on t h e  s i t e  he  
design'ated. Nothing was-"done u n t i l  1831'when t h e  Wagner family donated 
t h e  land t o  t h e  Roman Catholic Church. . 3: - - -. - - 
It was f in ished and consecrated by 1833 and has  served t h e  Roman Cathol ic  
f a i t h  from t h a t  day t o  t h i s .  'A list of t h e  pas to r s  -who served St .  Pe te r '  
Roman Catholic Church from its establishment through t h e  end of the  C i v i l  
War include t h e  Reverends John B . Gildea , 'Rlchard V . Whelan , John 0 ' Brian 
Joseph Plunkett ,  Andrew Tal ty ,  and Michael Costel lo.  The Reverend 
Coste l lo  remained a t  t h e  church t o  p r o t e c t  i t  dur ing t h e  C i v i l  War; thus 
it was t h e  only church t o  escape se r ious  des t ruc t ion  o r  desecra t ion.  
~ c c o i d i n g  t o  ~ i s h o n ~ '  s ~ i s t o r i c  Jef  P=rsbn. Cdunhy; :Pr ivate  Luke - Quinn - 7  

was one of t h e  marines k i l l e d  during John Brown's r a i d ,  and according t o  
a paper done by t h e  Reverend char lea  Pfab, t h e  Reverend. Cos te l lo  conductel 
the  funera l  of P r i v a t e  Quinn. Af ter  t h e '  funera l ,  Quinn was l a i d  t o  r e s t  
i n  a nearby ~ e m e t e ~ ~ ~ & , ? ' ~ ~ ' ~ ~ ; - 1 9 4 0 ,  - - .  a .  monument was -erectred over. h i s  grave 

$ 4  ,t- ,:' - -. -. - ,.. _ ._ -: 1 .( -*;:.. - - .  



Pfab , Charles, Reverend; "Luke Quinn, Forgot t e n  Irish-Amer ican Cathol ic  
Hero, A Credit  t o  t h e  His tory  of t h e  Cathol ic  Church i n  t h e  United 
s t a t e s .  " paper' 'submitled to.-the- Rdverend Doctor Henry Browne i n  p a r t i a l  
f u l f i l l m e n t  of t h e  course  i n  ' the  H i s t o r y  02 t h e  Catholic Church i n  the  
United S t a t e s  from 1789 t o  1852. ' c a t h o l i c  Univers i ty  Summer Session, 19. 

Magri, Joseph, Reverend and Dittmeyer, Walter E., "History of St .  P e t e r ' s  
Church, Harpers Ferry,  West Virginia." Centenary 1830-1930. 

Smith, P h i l i p ,  "History of t h e  St. Pe te r ' s  Roman' Catholic Church, 1830-1868 
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