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DESCRIPTION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

S t .  i%rkls Episcopal Church i s  a  s i n g l e - s t o r y ,  r ec t angu la r  s t r u c t u r e  which 
inco rpora t e s  elements of Gothic Revival  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  a small  and simply 
designed bui ld ing .  The hand-made red  b r i c k  wa l l s  a r e  l a i d  i n  a  common bond of  
s i x  s t r e t c h e r  courses  between rows of headers .  It r e s t s  on a  foundat ion of 
dressed  s tone ,  and b r i ck  b u t t r e s s e s  topped by sandstone blocks r e i n f o r c e  t h e  
wa l l s .  

A l l  doors,  doorways, windows and arches  a r e  l a n c e t  shaped. The f r o n t  
doorway, which e n t e r s  t h e  v e s t i b u l e ,  a s  we l l  a s  t h e  doorway between t h e  v e s t i b u l e  
and t h e  church con ta in  double doors .  The o t h e r  en t rance  t o  the  church, from t h e  
newer bu i ld ing  a t  t h e  r e a r ,  i s  l oca t ed  on t h e  west s i d e  near  the  northwest corner .  
There a r e  four  s t a ined -g la s s  windows i n  both t h e  no r th  and south wa l l s ,  and a  
l a r g e  s t a ined -g la s s  memorial window i s  l oca t ed  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  west w a l l  
above the  a l t a r .  Smaller s t a ined -g la s s  windows a r e  i n  the  wal l s  of t he  v e s t i b u l e .  
The s t e e p l e  has  a  shu t t e r ed  opening over  t h e  v e s t i b u l e  and another  lancet-shaped 
opening a t  the  top  where the  b e l l  i s  housed. A t a l l ,  t h i n  Lat in  c r o s s  s i t s  a t  
t h e  apex of t h e  s t e e p l e .  

A gable roof of a spha l t  sh ingles  i s  on t h e  main church, and s i m i l a r  r o o f s  
cover  t h e  v e s t i b u l e  and s t e e p l e .  A p l a i n  box co rn ice  and f r i e z e  runs under t h e  
eaves and along t h e  gables  on a l l  roofs .  Ln t h e  gable  of t he  v e s t i b u l e  i s  a 
c i r c u l a r  emblem con ta in ing  the  words "St. Marks Church" curved along t h e  top  wi th  
a  Lat in  c ros s  i n  t he  cen te r  and t h e  d a t e s  "1825" and "1847" a t  a  d iagonal  t o  t h e  
l a t t e r .  Below t h i s  and above the  f r o n t  door i s  a  g l a s s  and metal  l a n t e r n .  The 
f r o n t  porch wi th  i t s  two-step approach i s  of concre te  with wrought-iron r a i l i n g  
on each s ide .  

The church i s  b u i l t  on a r ec t angu la r  f l o o r  p lan  wi th  a  f r o n t  v e s t i b u l e  and 
en t r ance  through a  c e n t r a l  tower. The pews, which s e a t  approximately one hundred 
people,  a r e  on both s i d e s  of a  c e n t r a l  a i s l e .  The a l t a r ,  which i s  l oca t ed  a t  t h e  
west end and f lanked  by a  ves t ing  room and s a c r i s t y ,  i s  enframed by a  pointed 
chance l  arch.  

The basement s ta irway,  covered by a  bulkhead, i s  a l s o  on the  west s i d e  of 
t h e  bu i ld ing  under t h e  memorial window. The round log  s l e e p e r s  which support  
t h e  f l o o r  r e t a i n  t h e i r  bark except f o r  t h e  upper s u r f a c e s  which a r e  hewed f l a t .  
Narrow tongue-and-groove boards running t h e  l e n g t h  of  t h e  church make up t h e  
f l o o r  which i s  f i n i s h e d  i n  a  very da rk  brown w i t h  ca rpe t ing  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  a i s l e .  
Tongue-and-groove boards s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  f l o o r i n g  extend v e r t i c a l l y  up t h e  w a l l s  
t o  form a  wainscot ing wi th  a  f a i r l y  h i g h  c h a i r  r a i l .  Above t h i s ,  t h e  w a l l s  a r e  
of p l a s t e r  pa-inted white .  

Roof-s tructure f r a m i n g i s  wi th  massive p u r l i n s  running 
t h e  l eng th  of t h e  c e i l i n g  and c o l l a r  beams spanning t h e  width. Great wooden 
b racke t s  connect t h e  s loping  sec t ions  t o  t h e  wa l l s  and support  the  l a r g e  beams. 
Because of i t s  s lop ing  s i d e s  and b racke t s ,  t h e  c e i l i n g  gives t h e  impression of 
being arched even though i t  i s  not  curved. The l i g h t s ,  which a r e  suspended, a r e  
of an e a r l y  e l e c t r i c  type ,  probably i n s t a l l e d  dur ing  renovat ions i n  t h e  e a r l y  
twen t i e th  century .  The c e i l i n g  of t h e  v e s t i b u l e  i s  of deco ra t ive  pressed t i n .  

The a l t a r ,  chancel  r a i l  and p u l p i t  a r e  e x c e l l e n t l y  carved woodwork f i n i s h e d  
i n  a  dark  brown. These were c r a f t e d  by Reverend Herbert  Jukes,  p a s t o r  of S t .  
Mark's between 1913 and 1919, who had been an a r c h i t e c t  be fo re  becoming a  p r i e s t .  
A l i f e - s i z e d ,  dark-s ta ined ,  carved oak eag le ,  from t h e  o r i g i n a l  church, makes up 
the l e c t e r n  which con ta ins  t he  Bible.  

During t h e  C i v i l  War, t he  b u i l d i n g  and surrounding proper ty  were occupied 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

S t .  ~ ~ ~ k ' ~  Episcopal  Church i s  a  good example of Gothic Revival a r c h i t e c t u r e  
used on a  s m a l l  s c a l e  i n  a  f a i r l y  simple manner. As a  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  
Bangor Par i sh  and S t .   ark's Episcopal  Church have been i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  t h e  
development of S t .  Albans and t h e  Kanawha Val ley  of West Vi rg in ia .  The p a r i s h  
was one of t h e  f i r s t  Episcopal congregat ions i n  t h e  a r e a  and numbered some of 
t h e  e a r l y  f a m i l i e s  of t h e  S t .  Albans v i c i n i t y  among i t s  members. During t h e  C i v i l  
War, t h e  church and i t s  ad jo in ing  proper ty  were occupied and nea r ly  destroyed by 
Fede ra l  t roops ,  bu t  a f t e r  t h e  war t he  church was ab le  t o  r ebu i ld  and become once 
aga in  an a c t i v e  in f luence  i n  t h e  co rnun i ty  a s  t h e  Kanawha Valley developed i n t o  a  
major i n d u s t r i a l  and chemical manufacturing c e n t e r .  

Bangor Pa r i sh  was organized i n  1814 when t h e  Reverend Joseph Wil lard,  a  
miss ionary  from Mar i e t t a ,  Ohio, came t o  t h e  Kanawha Valley and minis te red  a t  
Coalsmouth, now S t .  Albans. Af te r  t h i s  t ime t h e  a r e a  was v i s i t e d  occas iona l ly  
by mis s iona r i e s ,  bu t  it was 1822 before  t h e  f i r s t  min i s t e r ,  t h e  Reverend Charles  
H. Page, was r e g u l a r l y  appointed. M r .  Morris Hudson, who had come t o  t h e  v a l l e y  
i n  1797, b u i l t  t h e  f i r s t  Episcopal church, a  smal l  b r i c k  bu i ld ing  s i t u a t e d  on a  
k n o l l  behind h i s  house, a t  h i s  own expense i n  1825. When t h i s  bu i ld ing  was con- 
s t r u c t e d ,  t h e  congregat ion cons i s t ed  of twelve communicants; by 1831 t h e  number 

- had increased  t o  t h i r t y .  
The f i r s t  church was destroyed by f i r e  i n  1845, and a  new e d i f i c e  was b u i l t  

i n  1847 on t e n  ac re s  of land donated by P h i l l i p  Rootes Thompson. The new church 
was named S t .  Mark's a f t e r  t h e  Thompson home p a r i s h  i n  Culpeper County, V i rg in i a .  
It was a  smal l  and f a i r l y  simple b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  of Gothic Revival a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
s t y l e  exemplif ied i n  b u t t r e s s e s ,  arched windows and doorways, and s e m i - B a s i l i c a  
f l o o r  p l an  wi th  t h e  s t e e p l e  a t  t h e  en t r ance  end of t h e  church. The b u t t r e s s e s ,  
l o c a t e d  on both  s i d e s  of  t h e  bu i ld ing ,  were cons t ruc ted  of b r i c k  topped by a  
p l a i n ,  wedge-shaped, dressed-sandstone cap.  The lancet-shaped doors and windows 
were enframed by a  f a i r l y  p l a i n  molding, and a  p l a i n  f r i e z e  ran  under t h e  eaves 
and along t h e  gable .  A l l  considered,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of 1847 was q u i t e  near  what 
one sees  today on t h e  church ' s  e x t e r i o r .  

I n  1863, dur ing  t h e  C i v i l  War, Union t roops  marched i n t o  Coalsmouth, now 
S t .  Albans, and made t h e i r  camp on S t .  Mark's proper ty .  They burned t h e  parsonage, 
dug t r enches ,  made f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  around t h e  church and t o r e  out  t h e  f l o o r  of t h e  
b u i l d i n g  s o  they  could s t a b l e  t h e i r  ho r se s  under cover.  During t h i s  per iod  t h e  
c o n g ~ r g a t i o n  s c a t t e r e d ,  and many joined o t h e r  churches.  When t h e  war was over ,  
what w a s  l e f t  o f  t he  congregat ion managed t o  mend t h e  roof and board up t h e  windows, 
ho ld ing  s e n r i c e s  whi le  s i t t i n g  on pews of n a i l  kegs placed on planks ac ros s  t h e  
f l o o r .  Over t h e  next  e i g h t  yea r s  t h e  church had a  success ion  of m i n i s t e r s ,  none 
of whom s t ayed  f o r  any l eng th  of time; it w a s  even wi thout  a  p r i e s t  du r ing  p a r t  of 
t h i s  per iod.  I n  September 1874, t h e  b u i l d i n g  was c losed  because i t  was unsafe,  and 
i t  was no t  u n t i l  1878, dur ing  t h e  s e r v i c e  of Xeverend John W. Lee, t h a t  a  new 
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by Federal  t roops .  So ld i e r s  r ipped up t h e  f l o o r  t o  provide cover f o r  t h e i r  
ho r se s  and d id  o t h e r  damage t o  the  church. It was not  u n t i l  1915 t h a t  t he  
United S t a t e s  government made r e s t i t u t i o n  f o r  damages, and a f t e r  t he  war t h e  
bu i ld ing  had t o  be c losed  f o r  a  per iod of time whi le  only temporary r e p a i r s  were 
made. With t h e  funds from the  government and t h e  s k i l l s  of Reverend Jukes, t he  
bu i ld ing  was r e s t o r e d  t o  good condi t ion  i n  t h e  e a r l y  twent ie th  century .  Most of 
t h e  a l t e r a t i o n s  and a d d i t i o n s  were completed a t  t h i s  time under t h e  p r i e s t ' s  
d i r e c t i o n  and fo l lowing  h i s  p lans .  The v e s t i b u l e ,  han-ur-er-beam bracketed c e i l i n g ,  
s t a ined -g la s s  windows and pews were among t h e  major improvements. More r e c e n t l y ,  
t h e  roof has  been redone, t h e  wooden b e l l  c r a d l e  rep laced  by a metal  one and t h e  
i n t e r i o r  wa l l s  r e p l a s t e r e d  and pa in ted .  

I n  1955 a p a r i s h  h a l l  was b u i l t  ad jo in ing  t h e  church a t  t h e  r e a r ,  and i n  
1969 a  new church was cons t ruc ted  a t  t he  oppos i te  end of t he  pa r i sh  h a l l .  These 
a d d i t i o n s  t o  S t .  Mark's d e t r a c t  l i t t l e  and g ive  the  o ld  s t r u c t u r e  a  b e t t e r  chance 
of be ing  preserved through adapt ive  use.  Although joined t o  t h e  pa r i sh  h a l l  a t  
i t s  northwest co rne r ,  i t  r e t a i n s  t h e  appearance of a  s e p a r a t e  e n t i t y ,  being sepa- 
r a t e d  from t h e  new church by a  broad lawn. The new e d i f i c e  has been designed 
q u i t e  e f f e c t i v e l y  t o  be compatible wi th  t h e  o ld  church. 

8. SIGNIFICANCE (cont inued)  

parsonage was b u i l t  and t h e  church grew and prospered. 
With t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  Reverend Herbert  Jukes,  a  man who had been an 

a r c h i t e c t  be fo re  becoming a  p r i e s t ,  i n  1913, much r e s t o r a t i o n  work on t h e  church 
was completed. With money granted i n  1915 by t h e  United S t a t e s  government i n  
r e s t i t u t i o n  f o r  damages sus t a ined  dur ing  t h e  C i v i l  War, t h e  Reverend Jukes was 
a b l e  t o  r e f u r b i s h  t h e  bu i ld ing .  Much of t h e  p re sen t  church, except f o r  t h e  w a l l s ,  
was redone a t  t h i s  t ime, wi th  the  v e s t i b u l e ,  s t a ined -g la s s  windows, pews, bracke ted  
c e i l i n g  and hand-carved a l t a r  and chancel being major elements of t h e  p r o j e c t .  

Following t h e  Reverend Jukes '  m in i s t ry ,  t h e  congrega t ion  and church cont inued 
t o  grow, and because i t  was i n  need of l a r g e x f a c i l i t i e s  by t h e  e a r l y  1950s, a  
p a r i s h  h a l l ,  con ta in ing  educa t iona l  and o f f i c e  space,  was cons t ruc ted  a t  t h e  r e a r  
and t o  t h e  n o r t h  of S t .  Mark's. It was soon ev ident ,  however, t h a t  a  new church 
was needed, and i n  1969 a  l a r g e r  e d i f i c e  was added a t  t h e  oppos i te  end of t h e  
p a r i s h  h a l l .  During t h e  t ime St .  Mark's was growing, S t .  Albans and t h e  Kanawha 
Valley was developing i n t o  a  major i n d u s t r i a l  and chemical manufacturing c e n t e r .  
Many members of t h e  congregat ion have been involved i n  t h i s  development, and t h e  
church cont inues  t o  p l ay  a  v i t a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  community. 
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