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t .  DESCRIPTION 

I I (Check One) 
Excellent Good Fair 0 Detsrioroted Ruins Q Unexposed 

CONDITION 
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Q Altered Unaltered Moved Original Site 

D E S C R I B E  THE P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  (if known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P F A U A N C F  

- . -  I between t h e  two vary ing  f;om about  25 t o  100 f e e t .  The edge of t h e  ,bank 
n e a r  t h e  s i te  is  22- f e e t  above t h e  normal wa te r  w t was 6 f e e t  high( 
b e f o r e  al luvium w a s  removed f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of The o r i g i n a l  
ground s u r f a c e  can b e  observed a long  t h e  r i v e r  bank i n  s e v e r a l  a r e a s  where 
l a r g e  p e d e s t a l s  of e a r t h  w i t h  t r e e s  on top  were l e f t  s t and ing .  During t h e  
t ime of t h e  last  a b o r i g i n a l  occupat ion ,  t h e  s u r f a c e  of t h e  al luvium i n  th i s  
a r e a  was between 40 and 45 f e e t  above t h e  r i v e r ,  s i n c e  t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  
Kanawha River  w s r a i s e d  about  1 5  f e e t  when t h e  Winfield Dam was cons t ruc t t  
approximately Continuous build-up of t h e  l e v e e  by 
overbank depos , t on c r e a t e  e a l  camping p l a c e  f o r  p r e h i s t o r i c  people  
between ca. 12,000 B.C. and A.D. 1700. Core samples taken  from t h e  s i t e  
i n d i c a t e  occupat ion t o  a depth  of 37 f e e t  below t h e  p r e s e n t  s u r f a c e  i n  a n  
a r e a  about one mi l e  long. Only about  4,500 squa re  f e e t  of t h e  s i te  h a s  bet 
excavated thus  f a r ,  most of t h i s  t o  a depth  of  on ly  17 f e e t  below t h e  
s u r f  ace.  

The p re sen t  s u r f a c e  of t h e  s i t e  i s  covered w i t h  g r a s s  and t r e e s ;  t h e  
upper o r  e a s t e r n  end of t h e  s i t e  i s  occupied by a S t a t e  Department of  High- 
ways maintenance garage and equipment s t o r a g e  and parking l o t .  The area 
excavated i n  1964-65 has  been b a c k f i l l e d  and reseeded,  and t h e  r i v e r  bank 
s t a b i l i z e d  wi th  l a r g e  s l a b s  of concre te .  The l o c a l  Garden Club has  plantec 
a number of dogwood t r e e s  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  r i v e r  and i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
c r e a t i n g  a c i t y  park  f o r  t h e  S t .  Albans a r e a  on t h e  s i t e .  This  would i n  nc 
way endanger t h e  s i te  and would s e r v e  a s  p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  unauthorized 
digging.  
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T A T E M E N T  O F  SIGNIFICANCE 

The S t .  Albans S i t e  is  important  f o r  s e v e r a l  reasons: f i r s t ,  i t  i s  
one of t h e  deepes t  s t r a t i f i e d  s i t e s  thus  f a r  discovered i n  North America; 
second, i t  i s  one of t h e  o l d e s t ;  t h i r d ,  each occupat ion zone i s  sepa ra t ed  
from t h e  one above and below by a s t e r i l e  zone of e i t h e r  c l ay  o r  sand; 
, f o u r t h ,  only one type  of p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t  h a s  been found i n  each occupatiol 
zone, showing t h a t  on ly  one type  of p o i n t  was being used a t  any g iven  t i m e ,  
and f i f t h ,  s u f f i c i e n t  cha rcoa l  was p r e s e n t  i n  most of t h e  zones t o  o b t a i n  
d a t e s  ( f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime) on t h e  v a r i o u s  p o i n t  types.  

Seven d i f f e r e n t  types  of p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t s  were recovered from t h e  
excavat ion ,  ranging i n  age  from 7900 t o  6210 B.C. Only two of t h e s e  types  
had p rev ious ly  been named from o t h e r  a r e a s  (one from a s i t e  i n  Tennessee 
and t h e  o t h e r  from a s i t e  i n  North Caro l ina) .  

Few o t h e r  s i t e s  a r e  comparable t o  t h e  S t .  Albans S i t e .  With t h e  
except ion  of s e v e r a l  sites i n  North Caro l ina ,  t h e  o t h e r  deep s i t e s  a r e  
e i t h e r  i n  caves o r  rock s h e l t e r s ,  and most of t h e s e  have been d i s t u r b e d  
by rock - fa l l s  and p i t s  dug by l a t e r  i n h a b i t a n t s .  The va r ious  zones o r  
strata i n  t h e  S t .  Albans S i t e  were undis turbed  by rodents ,  r o o t s ,  o r  man, 
t hus  c r e a t i n g  a  unique s i t u a t i o n  and adding t o  t h e  importance of t h e  s i t e .  

The va r ious  a r t i f a c t s  recovered have added g r e a t l y  t o  ou r  knowledge 
of t h e  Ea r ly  Archaic Per iod ,  no t  on ly  i n  West V i rg in i a ,  bu t  t h e  e n t i r e  
e a s t e r n  United S t a t e s .  
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DISTRIBUTION OF ARTIFACTS BY ZONES 
DEPTH 

RADIOCARBON DATES 

LEGEND 
OOCCUPATION ZONES 
OSTERILE Z O N E S  

SCALE OF ARTIFACTS 
LLLLU C Y  

6210 B. C. +_ 1 0 0  years 

6300 B. C. 5 100 years 

6870 B. C. 2 5 0 0  years 

6880 5.  C. + 700 years 

6850 6. C. + 3 2 0  years 

6900 8. C. 2 3 2 0  years 

6980 B. C. 160  years, 

7900 5. C. + 500 years 




