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Property Description 

Spring Valley Farm, l i s t e d  on the National Register of Historic Places December 30, 
1974, i s  enlarged to  include a l l  farm buildings and the dependencies of the house as we11 
as the t rad i t iona l  s i t e  of the 1780 Second Creek Fort and s i t e  of the 7793 Knox House. 
These bui ld ings ,  ranging from l a t e  eighteenth century log s t ructures  t o  the imposing 
ea r ly  20th century barns, a re  described as follows: 

1 ,  Shop and Root Cellar .  ( see  photograph $1) This i s  a  one-story with l o f t  
building placed upon a stone foundation forming a root c e l l a r  openin? o u t  t o  the eastern 
exposure. Around thi  s sub-story entrance i s  constructed a 1 ean-to extension with 1 a t -  
t i c e  walls  t h a t  served as a work ar2a,  Built  in 1840, the building i s  sided with sawn 
clapboard t ha t  i s  weathered, The r ~ o f  i s  t i n  and the f ioor  of the shop i s  rough board - twc inches th ick ,  I he l o f t  f loor  i s  constructed of rough sawn boards that  are  not 
edged. The s h o ~  now contains a museum col Section of e a r l y  hcme and farm tocl s ,  The 
root  cei 
This bui 

2 ,  
hand and 
platform 

3 .  
s t o ry  bu 
ve r t i c a l  

a r  now'contains a water system fo r  the main housk and an old Delco Plant. 
ding i s  approximately twelve by eighteen f ee t .  Contributing Building. 
1834 !Jell. This well ,  located j u s t  north of the shop-root cellar ' ,  was dug by 
l ined hi  t h  stone, Tt i s  s ixteen f e e t  deep and i s  surmounted by a concrete 
with a cas t  iron h ? n d  pump. (see photograph #1) Contributing Structure.  
Smoke House or Meat House, (see photograph 92) This i s  a one-and-one-half - 
lding res t ing upon a cut stone pier  foundation. Eui l t  in 1800, i t  fea tures  
studs t ha t  are  f i ve  inches apart  t o  prevent unwanted in t rus ion,  sawn weathered 

cladboard and t i n  roof. The oriqina? iron hooks used fo r  hanqins meat fo r  smokina and 
s to raqe  a r e  s t i l l  located on r a f t e r s  blackened from many years of smoke. This buildinq 
i s  approximately twelve b y  eiqhteen fee t .  Contributinq Buildinq. 

The two buildinqs previously mentioned (smoke house and shop) are  within the yard 
of the  house and about the foundations of both are  planted an herb qarden usinq plants 
t y ~ i c a l  of the 19th century. These two buildinqs are  reached from the house b y  a  
roush f laqs tone ~ a t h ,  

4 .  Garaae. Jus t  outside the vard fence i s  a  red brick one-storv with l o f t  and 
basement qarage b u i l t  in 1989. I t  fea tures  a belfry using the bell from the old Second 
Creek Woolen Manufactory, ca. 1870. Noncontributinq Building. 

5 .  Granary. ( see  photoqraph #3) Also jus t  outside the yard i s  a  qranary build- 
i n s ,  ca .  1870, which i s  approximately f i f t e en  b y  twenty f ee t .  I t  has f l a t  ver t ica l  
weathered board siding and a t i n  roof.  Ventilator openings appear along the eaves of 
the bui ld ing.  I t  stands upon a concrete block pier  foundation. The north gable end 
i s  extended with oblique braces to  form a covered entrance. Contributing Building. 

6.  Old Stable .  (see photograoh f 4 )  Jus t  to  the south of th i s  c lus te r  of build- 
ings i s  the  log s tab le .  The s t ab l e ,  b u i l t  of hard-hevnV-notched logs and t i n  roof,  
o r i g ina l l y  stood over the well fo r  the Second Creek Fort.  This building, ca. 1780, 
was moved t o  the present s i t e  approxima b l y  150 years ago. One of the original  large 
hand wrought iron hinges s t i l l  remains from the entrance as i s  the door i t s e l f  which 
i s  placed within the building. Contributing Building. 
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7 ,  C a t t l e  Barn, (.see pho tog ra~h  f 5 )  In a  f i e l d  much f u r t h e r  south i s  t h e  c a t t l e  
barn .  This bu i ld ing ,  b u i l t  ca.  1905, i s  of braced frarne cons t ruc t ion .  I t  has a  p l a in  
plank f l o o r ,  v e r t i c a l  f la t -board  s id ing  and t i n  roof .  I t  i s  painted red and has white  
t r im .  The r idge  of the  roof fea tures  a  long monitor.  There a r e  v e n t i l a t o r  openings 
along t h e  eaves of t he  gable ends. .4 l ean- to  two-story shed-l ike extension was added 
i n  1940 on the  eas t e rn  exposure. Contributing Building. 

8 .  Second Creek Fort Well. In the  northwest corner  of the yard i s  a  well dug by 
hand c a .  1780. I t  i s  25 f e e t  deep and i s  1  ined with s tone .  The we1 1  i s  covered by a  
wooden p la t form.  This well was the source of water f o r  t he  Second Creek Fort  ( a  f o r t i -  
f i e d  house) which stood j u s t  southeast of the  well and t h e  1793 Knox House which was 
somewhat south of t he  f o r t  s i t e .  ( s ee  sketch map, C & B )  Contributing S t r u c t u r e .  

9 .  Horse Barn. ( s ee  photograph P6)  Across U. S. 2 t .  219 and in  a1 ignment north 
of t h e  house i s  a  bank barn. The bank barn, of except ional  a r ch i t ec tu ra l  m e r i t ,  was 
b u i l t  i n  1905 from mater ial  taken from the old Second Creek Woolen Manufactory b u i l t  i n  
1870. Examples of t he  e a r l i e r  bui lding s t y l e  using mor t i se  and tendon w i t h  wooden pegs 
can be found i n  t he  s u ~ p o r t i n g  s t r u c t u r e  of t he  barn.  These examples a r e  open and e a s i l y  
examined. The barn ,  approximately s i x t y  by f o r t y  f e e t  i n  s i z e ,  i s  of sawn clapboard w i t h  
a t i n  roof .  Braced frame construct ion was used allowing a  g rea t  open space f o r  t h e  in-  
t e r i o r .  ( s ee  photograph 8 7 )  The bank port ion of t he  barn i s  the  west exposure and i t  i s  
cons t ruc t ed  of c u t  na t ive  1 imestone as i s  t he  foundation of the ramp t o  the  main f l o o r .  
The main f l o o r  i s  constructed of oak tongue and groove boards. The barn f e a t u r e s  seg-  
mented fan l i g h t s  i n  the  gable ends which a r e  now pro tec ted  w i t h  a wooden cover ,  Twenty 
6/9 double-hung sash windows a r e  featured on the  exposures of the  main f l o o r .  Twelve 
6/wooden panel sash windows are  featured on the  exposures of the sub-story. Lean-to 
ex t ens ions  b u i l t  as  p a r t  of the barn a r e  presented on the  gable ends. The barn i s  
pa in ted  red w i t h  white t r im.  Contributing Building.  

10 .  Old Garage. The old garage, b u i l t  i n  1930 f o r  a  model A Ford Car and Truck, 
i s  a  shed - l ike  bui lding of v e r t i f c a l  f l a t  board and t i n  roof .  I t  i s  painted red with 
wh i t e  trim. Contr ibut ing Building. 

11. Machine Shed. A long shed-like bui ld ing  of  f l a t  board and t i n  roof b u i l t  i n  
1955. I t  i s  painted red w i t h  white t r im.  Noncontributing Building. 

12.  Yachine Shed. A long four  bay gable-end bui ld ing  with a  lean- to  extension on 
t h e  e a s t e r n  gable  end. The bui ld ing ,  b u i l t  i n  1915, has weathered v e r t i c a l  board s i d i n g  
and a  t i n  roo f .  Contr ibut ing Building. 

13.  Concrete Block Building. This bu i ld ing  of concrete  block i s  approximately 
twelve by f o r t y  f e e t  in  s i z e .  I t  was b u i l t  i n  1948 and was used as  a  turkey processing 
p l a n t .  Noncontributing Building. 

1 4 .  Old Log Building. This bu i ld ing ,  ca .  1800, of l a r g e  V-notched hand-hewn logs  
and t i n  roof has two pecu l i a r  longi tudinal  openings one log thick cu t  i n t o  the  gable  
s i d e s  a t  shoulder  he ight .  The or ig ina l  use of t h i s  building i s  not known. ( s e e  photo- 
graph Y8) Contr ibut ing Building. 

The c l u s t e r  of farm bui ldings and house dependencies surrounding Spring Valley Farm 
House a r e  we1 1  preserved and beau t i fu l ly  ? resented  a g a i n s t  the  wooded h i l l s i d e s  and t h e  
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waters of Second Creek. All exposures are easily viewed from U. S .  R t .  219 as i t  t r a -  
verses the cultivated and pasture lands of one of Monroe County's most cherished farms. 

Resource Count 

Structures 
Bui 1 dings 
Total 

Contributing -- Noncontributing 
2 3 
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Significance 

The farm buildings and  house dependencies t ha t  are clustered about Spring Val ley 
Farm House present one of the most s ignif icant  col lec t ions  of l a t e  eighteenth t o  ea r ly  
twentieth century buildings in Plonroe County and the greater  Greenbrier Valley, Here 
a r e  represented some of the va l l ey ' s  best preserved examples of pioneer building, ranging 
from hand-hewn logs to  the s o ~ h i s t i c a t e d  braced frame constructed barns of the ear ly  
twentieth century,  Spring Val l  ey Farm boundary increase exhibi ts  approximately one h u n -  
dred f i f t y  years of building exam~les (1780-1930) tha t  can be considered contributing,  
The c lus tered farm buildings are  typical of those b u i l t  in Monroe County and the Green- 
b r i e r  Valley. The sophist icated and beautiful ly appointed barn b u i l t  in 1905 i s  a l so  
typical  of those of the more progressive and prof i table  farms of the period. 

Spring Valley Farm, so named a f t e r  a  bold and large spring located on the farm 
property,  1 i  es on the western banks of Second Creek, so named because i t  was the second 
creek encountered by the ear ly  pioneers i n  the l a t e  18th century a f t e r  crossing the 
A1 1 egheny Yountai ns, Second Creek, a  swift  and ra ther  rapid1 y descending creek, flows 
t o  the  Greenbrier River over a course of approximately twenty miles.  By the l a t e  nine- 
teenth century there  were approximately twenty-two g r i s t  mil I s ,  various saw mil 1 s  and 
powder m i l l s  on i t s  banks. There were also four woolen mi l l s .  The Dickson Family were 
members of the Grange which b u i l t  i n  1870 near the Big Spring on Second Creek the Second 
Creek Woolen Manufactory, r t  operated for  about 25-30 years and i t  was from t h i s  build- 
i n g ' s  material  t h a t  in 1905 the horse barn near the house was constructed. Wool and 
i t s  production has figured qui te  prominently in the farm operation. A large and qu i te  
handsome f lock of grade Suffolk Sheep s t i l l  graze the pastures of the farm. The horse 
barn has been i n  past  years the s i t e  of a wool buying business. Yo01 bought from farms 
i n  Monroe and Greenbrier Counties i s  collected here and e x ~ o r t e d  out of the county. 

Spring Valley Farm has been farmed by members of the Dickson Family since 1835. 
They have always been the f i r s t  t o  use new and improved farming methods and therefore 
Spring Valley Farm i s  considered a model for  other farms i n  Monroe County, 

The museum of farm tools  and household implements was begun by Edgar and Wm. Dickson 
about f o r t y  years ago and has been added to  and cared fo r  by Wm. Dickson and his  wife,  
Page. The museum, now housed i n  the 1840 shop building,  exhibi ts  s ignif icant  examples 
of 19th century crafts mans hi^ and insenuftv.  

A recent  hork, A n  ~ r c h a e o l o ~ i c a i  survey of Frontier Forts in the Greenbrier - and 
Middle New River ~ a l z  s ,  describes Spring Vaney Farm a s t h e p x b X e  s i t e  of the 
Second C r e e k t  ? a f o r t i f i e d  house). McBride and McBride, authors of the work, con- 
s i de r  the  i n t e g r i t y  of Second Creek Fort s i t e  one of the best  in the Greenbrier Valley 
and i nd i ca t e  t h a t  more profound sampling would r e su l t  in a 1780 date fo r  t h i s  f o r t  s i t e ,  
Oral h i s to ry  a l so  indfcates  t ha t  t h i s  i s  the s i t e  of the f o r t .  Since the limited a r -  
chaeological sampling does not ver i fy  a 1780 date,  these unevaluated s i t e s  of the f o r t  
and the  Knox House a r e  not included in the resource count , The archeological sampling 
does, however, date to  1790, Oral history also places the nominated area as a cross- 
roads of Indian T ra i l s .  U ,  S .  R t .  219 i s  the t r ad i t iona l  Seneca Trail and another 
Indian Tra i l  may haye followed the western banks o f  Second Creek. 
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A ph~tograph  of S r ing Yqlley F a n  taken from the  west i s  featured in the  ,History of 1 Monroe County wr i t t en  y Qren i o r t ~ n  pnd published i n  1915, (exhibited opposite page 3m 
A s i m i l a r  yiew taken i n  Decemher 1941 (see photograph #4] shows t h a t  Spring Yalley Farm 
has changed 1 i t t l  e  s ince  the  e a r l y  20th century, 

The Spring Val ley  Farm boundary increase, remaining i n  i t s  p r i s t i n e  condit ion,  
e x h i b i t s  under Cr i ter ion  C one of the  best preserved and widely ranging of building 
periods and s t y l e s  In Monroe County, rt i s  s ign i f i can t  under Cr i ter ion  A in  t h a t  i t s  
farming operat ion has been one of grea t  industry and a model f o r  the  e n t i r e  a rea ,  I t s  
c lus te red  buildings and building s t y l e s  are  typical  of the  farming industry o f  the  
region,  Spring Valley Farn has become a source of pride throughout the Greenbrier Valley,  
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Yerbal Boundary Description 

County Road 219/1 and the northeastern boundary i s  the waters of Second creek 
R t .  21 9 t raverses  the nominated property i n  i t s  east-west d i rect ion dividing 
a north one-quarter portion and a south three-quarter port ion,  The northeast 
e a s t  corners a r e  rounded by Second Creek as i t  flows to  the Greenbrier River. 
sketch map f o r  Spring Valley Farm boundary increase,)  

The boundary increase f o r  Spring Valley Farm i s  roughly a rectangle containing 
,74 acres ,  The long s ides  of the rectangle face approximately ea s t  and west and 
e shor t  ends a r e  the north and south boundaries. The southeastern boundary i s  

U .  S. 
i t  in to  
and south- 

(see 

Boundary Jus t i f ica t ion 

The enlarged property nomination fo r  Spring Valley Farm i s  extended t o  include 
a l l  dependencies of the house and a l l  the farm buildings. (These resources were not 
described i n  the original  nomination,) Tt i s  also extended t o  provide the h i s to r ica l  
s e t t i n g  f o r  the Second Creek Fort S i t e  and the farm complex t h a t  followed, 

UTM 4eferences 
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