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9 Name 
historic South Church S t r e e t  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  

8ndVor common 

2. Location 
str~tanumbar  - South Church S t r e e t  - a / A  not for -~ubl idion 

city, town Lewi s  burg vicinity of . 

West V i r g i n i a  code 5 4  Greenbrier state c a a  025 ---- 

3. Classification 
C8t.gory Ownership 
2 district - public 
- building($) 1- private 
- structure - both 
- she P blic Acquisition 
-object tdi inp rocess 

- being considered 

Status 
-X- occupied 
- u n o c c u ~  
- work in progress 
~ccmuib le  
- yes: restricted 
- yes: unrestricted 
I t - n o  

4. Owner of Promertv 
name M u l t i p l e  Ownership 

5. Location of Legal Description 
---; mkwof-s,.tt. Greenbrier 'County Courthouse 

200 B. Court S t r e e t  strut 6 number - 
dtv. town Levisburg 

dr(r West V i r g i n i a  . . ---- 

6. Remesentation in Existina Suwevs 

-tor-- Degt.  o f  Culture 8 H i s t o r y ,  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  Unit  

city, tovm Charleston .- a - sate West V i r g i n i a  
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South Church Street Historic District 

Property Owners List 

1. (319 Church) 

2. (317- Church) 

3. (313 Church) 

Mrs. Janet Echols Hefferman 
6725 East Gail Road 
Scottsdale, Arizona 85254 

Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey Simons 
317 Church Street 
Lewisburg, West Virginia 24901 

Mrs. Ed Breit 
313 Church Street 
Lewisburg, West Virginia 24901 



Cocrditlocr checkorw Check O(H - excolknt - deteriorated X- unaltered original site 
A o o o d  - ruins - altered - movod date - fair - unexposed 

\ 

&.crlk Uw presont and o r i s i ~ l  (H known) phyalcrl appearance 

The Sou th  Church S t r e e t  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  Lewisburg,  
t h e  c o u n t y  s e a t  of  G r e e n b r i e r  County, West V i r g i n i a .  I t  i s  l o c a t e d  
on S o u t h  Church S t r e e t ,  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  t h e  main commercial and gov- 
e r n m e n t a l  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  c i t y .  The H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h r e e  
l a r g e  r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  on s p r a w l i n g  g reen  lawns t h a t  a r e  r a i s e d  
f o u r  f e e t  above t h e  s t r e e t  l e v e l  w i t h  a c o n c r e t e  r e t a i n i n g  w e l l  r u n n i n g  
a l o n g  t h e  s i d e w a l k ,  The H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  i s  surrounded by a r e s i d e n t i a l  
d i s t r i c t  o f  one s t o r y  c a b  1950 s i n g l e  f a m i l y  houses.  To t h e  r e a r ,  o r  
w e s t ,  o f  t h e  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  a r e  wooded a r e a s .  There a r e  some o rna-  
m e n t a l  t r e e s  and s h r u b s  on t h e  lawns o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  H i s t o r i c  
D i s t r i c t .  

There  a r e  t h r e e  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  81.1 r e s i d e n t i a l  i n  n a t u r e .  
Two s t o r y  frame houses  from t h e  1900-1910 p e r i o d ,  a l l  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t ,  The b u i l d i n g s  
r e p r e s e n t  two p o p u l a r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ;  Bungalow and 
Queen Anne, The r e s i d e n c e s  a r e  v e r y  good i n t a c t  examples of  t h e s e  s t y l e s  
and  c o n t a i n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  e a c h ,  Two o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  a l m o s t  
i d e n t i c a l  e x c e p t i n g  f o r  some minor f a b r i c  changes. These have i d e n t i c a l  
m a s s i n g ,  d e t a i l s ,  window a p p o i n t m e n t s ,  and s o  f o r t h ,  The Lewisburg H i s t o r i c  
D i s t r i c t  l i e s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of  t h i s  d i s t r i c t .  

T h e r e  f o l l o w s  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s i t e s  w i t h i n  t h e  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t :  

1, 319 Church S t r e e t  ( S m i t h - ~ t u a r t - E c h o l s  ~ o u s e ) ;  t h i s  i s  a  two 
s t o r y  frame r e s i d e n c e  v i t h  a  l a r g e  b road  g a b l e  roof  and a f r o n t  s h a l l o w  
g a b l e d  p r o j e c t i o n .  There i s  a l a r g e  shed dormer on t h e  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  
and a s h a l l o w  p i t c h e d  g a b l e  e n t r a n c e  p o r t i c o / p o r c h .  The r o o f  h a s  l a r g e  
o v e r h a n g s  v i t h  exposed ra f te r  ends.  The s i d i n g  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  i s  
c l a p b o a r d  and windows a r e  one o v e r  one w i t h  s imple  s u r r o u n d s .  The p o r c h  
Is r a i s e d  w i t h  a  b a t t e r e d  s q u a r e  p o s t  a t  e i t h e r  end and a l o n g  s p a n  
h e a d e r  o v e r  t h e  e n t r a n c e  w i t h  a d r o p  f i n i a l ,    he pediment  c o n s i e t a  of  
t h r e e  p a n e l 8  w i t h  s t u c c o  f i n i s h .  The r a k e  boards  o f  a l l  g e b l e s  have  a n  
i n t e r e s t i n g  c u r u i l i n e a r  c u t - i n  a t  t h e  edge. The p o r c h  p o s t s  a r e  s h o r t  
and  s q u a t  and r e s t  on b r i c k  p i e r s .  There  i s  a g a b l e d  g a r a g e  w i t h  b o a r d  
s i d i n g  t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  T h i s  
r e s i d e n c e  i s  an  e x c e l l e n t  example o f  Bungalow s t y l e  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  

2. 317 Church S t r e e t  (McGuire House) ,  1910; t h i s  i s  one of t h e  t v o  
f d e n t i c a l  b u i l d i n g s  w f t h f n  t h e  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t .  It i s  a two s t o r y  
frame house w i t h  a  s i d e  g a b l e  r o o f  and c l a p b o a r d  s i d i n g .  There i s  a n  
i n t e r s e c t i n g  l a r g e  f r o n t  gable o v e r  a r e c e s s e d  porch  i n  the n o r t h  c o r n e r ,  
r h i p  r o o f  dormer on t h e  s o u t h  bay and a g a b l e  r o o f e d  p r o j e c t i n g  h a l f  
hexagon bay on t h e  s o u t h  e l e v a t i o n .  The g a b l e  ends  o f  t h e  mein r o o f s  bave 
s p o k e d  r a d i a t i n g  o r n s n e n t a t i o n .  The f r o n t  g a b l e  has  t r i p l e  windown, 
d o u b l e  bung, w i t h  m u l t i p l e  d i s r a n d  shaped  panes  i n  t h e  u p p e r  s a s h .  The 
dormer has wood s h i n g l e  e E g i  The t h r e e  windows i n  t h e  dormer have  
m u l t i p l e  diamond s a s h .  There  i s  a  p o r t - h o l e  window i n  t h e  pediment  of 
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t h e  s i d e  b a y ,  The s o u t h  end o f  t h e  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  h a s  a  l a r g e  window 
w i t h  m u l t i p l e  v e r t i c a l  panes  i n  t h e  u p p e r  s a s h .  The p o r c h  h a s  p a i r e d  
s q u a r e  p o s t s  w i t h  p l i n t h s  and b r a c h e t s  s u p p o r t i n g  E a s t  Lake s t y l e  
s p a n d r e l  t u r n i n g s .  The re  i s  l a t t i c e  u n d e r p i n n i n g  b e n e a t h  t h e  p o r c h .  
T h e r e  i s  an o v e r h a n g i n g  c o r n i c e ,  The re  i s  a r a i s e d  s t u c c o  basemen t .  
T h e r e  i s  a g a b l e d  g a r a g e  t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e s ,  T h i s  i s  a  good example o f  
Queen  Anne s p i n d l e w o r k  s t y l e  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  

3 .  313 Church S t r e e t  ( ~ o h n  B e  L a i n g  ~ o u s e ) ,  1908 ;  t h e  d e s i g n  and  
e l e m e n t s  o f  t h i s  house  a r e  n e a r l y  i d e n t i c a l  t o  317 Church S t r e e t ,  They 
were  b o t h  b u i l t ,  i n  f a c t ,  by t h e  s a n e  man, John  B.  L a i n g ,  a l t h o u g h  
317 Church S t r e e t  ( N O .  2) was i m m e d i a t l y  a c q u i r e d  by M o r r i s  McGuire,  
The main d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  two s t r u c t u r e s  i s  t h a t  t h e  f a c a d e  o f  t h i s  
r e s i d e n c e  i s  b l o n d  b r i c k  i n s t e a d  o f  c l a p b o a r d .  The re  a r e  s i m p l e  s t o n e  
l i n t e l s  o v e r  t h e  f e n e s t r a t i o n ,  The r a i s e d  basement  i s  a l s o  s t u c c o .  
P o r c h  columns a r e  s i n g l e  b r i c k  p i e r s .  The E a s t  Lake s t y l e  s p a n d r e l s  
i n  t h e  p o r c h  a r e  e v i d e n t  and t h e  g a b l e  end  s i d i n g  i s  c l a p b o a r d .  The 
E a s t  Lake s t y l e  spoke  d e c o r a t i o n  on t h e  g a b l e  ends  i s  a l s o  t h e r e .  
Windows a r e  qne o v e r  one.  The l a r g e  f r o n t  window h a s  m u l t i p l e  v e r t i c a l  
u p p e r  s a s h ,  The s t a i r c a s e  t o  t h e  p o r c h  i s  a  T-shaped a f f a i r  w i t h  two 
f l a n k i n g  r i s e r s  m e e t i n g  an i n t e r m e d i a t e  l e v e l ,  The s t a i r s  a r e  e n c l o s e d  
i n  a  s t u c c o  b a l u s t r a d e  w i t h  a  s t o v e  c a p .  The re  i s  a  g a b l e - c o n t r i b u t i n g  
g a r a g e .  T h i s  r e s i d e n c e  i s ,  l i k e  No. 2 ,  Queen Anne i n  s t y l e .  

Number o f  C o n t r i b u t i n g  S t r u c t u r e s :  6 Buildings 

Number of Non-Con t r ibu t ing  S t r u c t u r e s :  0  

T o t a l  Number o f  S t r u c t u r e s :  6 Buildings 

The above f i g u r e s  r e f l e c t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Sou th  Church S t r e e t  
H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  i s  made up o f  t h r e e  p r i n c i p a l  s t r u c t u r e s ,  a l l  t h r e e  
o f  which  have  an a n c i l l a r y  s t r u c t u r e  ( a  g a r a g e )  which  a r e  e a c h  a r c h i -  
t e c t u r a l l y  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  b u i l d i n g .  
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S t a t e m n t  of Significance (in one paragraph) M~ a and c 

The South Church S t r e e t  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t ,  on t h e  west s i d e  of  Church 
S t r e e t  i n  Lewisburg, Greenbr i e r  County, West V i r g i n i a ,  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  
an a r c h i t e c t u r a l  enc l ave  r ep re sen@ive  of t h e  c o a l  and l and  boom t h a t  
t ook  p l a c e  i n  t h i s  r e g i o n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of t h e  20th cen tu ry  and t h e  
s t y l i s t i c  r e f l e c t i o n  of t h a t  e r s . l e  It i s  a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  i t s  c l o s e  
a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l s  important  t o  t h a t  economic per iod.2 .  

. Explana tory  Hotes 

t h r e e  r e s i d e n c e s  i n  t h e  South Church S t r e e t  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  
e n c l a v e ,  and t h e  t h r e e  suppor t i ng  s t r u c t u r e s ,  were c o n s t r u c t e d  between 
1908 and 1918. a  p e r i o d  inrwhich l a n d ,  c o a l ,  and t imber  exper ienced  an 
unprecedented economic boom i n  sou theas t e rn  West V i rg in i a .  Th is  was a  t ime 
when f o r t u n e s  were b e i n g  made and growth on a  h i t h e r t o - u n s e e n  s c a l e  was 
t a k i n g  p l a c e ,  even i n  such comparat ively  s t a b l e  c o r n u n i t i e s  such a s  Lewis- 
burg.  While t h e  a c t u a l  economic a c t i v i t i e s ,  such a s  mining and t imbe r ing .  
d i d  n o t  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  t h e  immediate env i rons  of Levisburg,  t h e  c i t y  a c t e d  
a s  t h e  pr imary market ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and r e s i d e n t i a l  c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  a r e s .  
A s  y t e d  i n  t h e  Levisburg  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  Nomination Form, t h i s  was a  
per io i t  i n  which who were . . . e s t ab l i sh ing  empires i n  t h e t r  county 

x d  a  &nas ty  i n  t h e i r  fami ly .  b u i l t  houses t o  s u i t  t h e i r  d r e a m ~ . " l *  - -  Two o f  t h e  houses i n  t h e  Levisburg H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t ,  f u r t h e r  n o r t h  on 
Church S t r e e t ,  r e l a t e ,  i n  f a c t ,  t o  t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t ,  be ing  
Laing f a m i l y  r e s i d e n c e s .  

The r e s l d . e c e s  i n  the South Church S t r e e t  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  a r e  a r c h i t -  
e c t u r a l l y  r e f l e c t i v e  two of t h e  more popu la r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e s  o f  t h e  
tu rn-of - the-cen tury  p e r i o d  and s l i g h t l y  l a t e r ;  t h e  Queen Anne and t h e  Bun- 
g a b i d .  These t h r e e  b u i l d i n g s ,  w i th  t h e i r  r r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  d i s t i n c t  s t y l e s ,  
he re  an ambiance t h a t  c l e a r l y  s e t s  them a p a r t  from t h e i r  environmental  
su r round ings ;  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i s  f l anked  by h i g h e r  s t y l e d  and somewhat o l d e r  
s t r u c t u r e s  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  open space and woods t o  t h e  sou th .  and modern 
r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  t o  t h e  e a s t .  The H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  has  a cohes ivenes s  
t h a t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i s t i n c t ,  having t h e  ambiance of  en "enclave'  and i s  
c l e a r l y  s e t  a p a r t  from i t s  environmental  surroundings .  For  a more d e t a i l e d  
d i acu8s ion  o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p a r t i c u l a r s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l   residence^, 
see P a r t  7. 

- _ 
- l * ~ z t r k e ~ ~ . ~ .  . Levi'sbure H l a t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  

1 
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 he f i r s t  o f  t h r e e  p r i n c i p a l  p r o p e r t i e s ,  t h e  S m i t h - S t u a r t - E c h o l s  
House,  b u i l t  c . 1918 ,  i s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  p rominen t  buaLnessman C l a ~ e a c e  
J.  S m i t h ,  whose f a m i l y  was i n v o l v e d  i n  l o c a l  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  a s  w e l l  
a s  newspaper  p u b l i s h i n g .  It h a s  a l s o  been hone t o  t h e  L.L. S t u a r t  
f a m i l y  ( o n e  o f  t h e  a r e a ' s  o l d e s t  f a m i l i e s ) ,  and  t h e  E c h o l s  f a m i l y ,  who 
p r o d u c e d  one o f  t h e  a r e a ' s  few C o n f e d e r a t e  g e n e r a l s ,  The o t h e r  
p r o p e r t i e s ,  however ,  were  c o n s t r u c t e d  f o r  John  B .  L a i n g ,  a  b r o t h e r  o f  
James M .  La ing .  James M ,  L-aing was one o f  West V i r g i n i a ' s  n o s t  p rominen t  
c o a l  o p e r a t o r s ,  who was i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  Wyatt Coal Company, MacAlpin 
Coal  Company, t h e  McKay Coal  Company, V i r g i n i a  E l e c t r i c a l  Company, and  
t h e  Kanawha Mine Car  Company, among o t h e r  e n t e r p r i s e s .  

J o h n  B .  L a i n g ,  who p u r c h a s e d  t h e  p r o p e r t y  f r o n  t h e  a d j a c e n t  James 
Withrow Farm, b u i l t  r e s i d e n c e  No. 2 and No. 3 between 1908 and 1911 .  
He w a s  a l s o  a  p r o m i n e n t  c o a l  o p e r a t o r ,  owner o f  t h e  L a i n g  Mining Company 
and  t h e  L a i n g  Development Company. He a l s o  s e r v e d  a s  Ch ie f  o f * t t h e  
Depar tment  o f  Mines o f  West V i r g i n i a  from 1908 u n t i l  1913 ,  and was 
r e g a r d e d  by  t h e  s t a t e ' s  c o a l  o p e r a t o r s  a s  a  " f r i e n d "  w i t h  whom t h e y  
were  "ve ry  much p l e a s e d , " 2 *  Tha t  La ing  was a l s o  p r o m i n e n t  i n  s t a t e  
p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  i s  a t t e s t e d  by  h i s  a c t i n g  a s  t h e  " shephe rd"  o r  "guard"  
f o r  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  s t a t e  s e n a t o r s  who " f l e d "  t o  C i n c i n n a t i  i n  1 9 1 1  i n  
an a t t e m p t  t o  a v o i d  &he  e l e c t i o n  o f  a  Democra t ic  U . S .  S e n a t o r .  

A n o t h e r  member o f  t h e  L a i n g  f a m i l y ,  D r .  James T .  L a i n g ,  became a  
l e a d i n g  e d u c a t o r  a n d  
o f  E d u c a t i o n  ( 1 9 4 2 )  and - 

The S o u t h  Church S t r e e t  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  i s  t h e n ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  
a d i s t i n c t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  e n t i t y  t o  t h e  s o u t h  and  wes t  o f  L e v i s b u r g ' s  
H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  t h a t  i s  a l s o  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l s  s i g n i f i c a n t  
t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  G r e e n b r i e r  County and o f  t h e  r e g i o n .  

2.  W i l l i a m s ,  J . A . ,  West V i r ~ i n i a  and  t h e  C a p t a i n s  I n d u s t r y  - 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Cole, J.R., History Greenbrier 
Greenbrier County Deed Books 
'0rsl Interview with Glendyne Brei 

September 10, 1987 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 3 1 a c r es 

Quadrangle name Lewisburg, W.Va. 
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Verbal boundary description and lustific*tion ~e g inning at a point on the we st s i de of 
South Church Street where the south lot line of Lewisburg City Lot 19 
meets Church Street; thence in a line west 235 feet to the rear lot line 
of Tlot 19: t h e a c e  Fn a I - r n e  north 130 feet to t h e  s n u t . h  In+. l i n ~ _ n f  

List a l l  statos m d  counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state u / d  code county code 

m t e  code countv code 

1 . Form Prenared BY 

~ w w W ~  Michael J. Pauley, HietorIan and Michael Gioulis, Preservation Planner 

organization Pauley and Gioulis date September 15, 1987 

stmet&number 4 6 5 1  Victorfa Road telephone ( 3 0 4 )  744-9342 

city or town Charleston state West Virginia 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national ,- state 1L local 
- - - - - - - - 

As the designated State Historic Presenration Officer for the National Historic Presenration Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
WS), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in lonal Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by ional Park *nice. - 
State Histork Pmsewation Officer signature 

/ / I 

t ~ b  State Historic Preservation 6ficar / date December 11, 1987 

formuseonly 
) mity thrt this poperty is Intluded N a t i N  Register 



Continuation sheet So.Church St. Historic stri t ?t?m & 9 

Item 9...Major Ribliographical Resources.,.2 

Rice, Otis K,, & History of Greenbrier County, Parsons, Ttl.Va,, McClain 
Printing Co., (Greenbrier Historical society), 1986 

Social Forces Ma~azine, New York, Vol. 14, 1936 

Turley, C. E.,.Lewisbura Historic District, National Register of Historic 
Places Nomination Form, Charleston, W.Va., Dept. of Culture & History, 
1978 

West Virginia Heritage Encyclopedia, Richwood, W.Va., Cornstock Pub,, 1973 - 
Williams, John A , ,  West Virginia and the Ca tains of Industry, Morgantown, 

W.Va., West Virginia University Library* - 

Item 10 ... Verbal Boundary Description.,.2 
Lot 20; thence west in a line 60 feet with the lot line to the rear 
lot line of Lot 20; thence in a line north 320 feet to the north line 
of Lot No. 21; thence east with the lot line 310 feet to its intersection 
with the west side of Church Street; thence south 445 feet to the point 
of beginning. 

Justification: See Item number 8, p. 1, paragraph 3. 












