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The 236 acres of the Watters Smith farm lie on either side of the old
West Milford-New Salem Turnpike, now Harrison County Secondary Routes 6 and
25 along the waters of Duck Creek in Grant District, Harrison County, West
Virginia. This is an area of rolling hills, many of which are tree—covered.
The area is noted for its good pastureland for livestock grazing. The his-
toric area includes the site of the first log cabin home of Watters Smith
built by 1796, the house built in 1876, and the surrounding outbuildings.

The house has 7 rooms and is the residence for the park's superintendent and
his family. To conform with W.Va. Department of Natural Resources policy,
the house is painted gray to indicate an historic area. The house will be
restored to its 19th Century condition and will be used for housing a museum.
Changes made to accommodate the present residents have been made without
altering the original structure. The upstairs bedrooms are unchanged and
feature exposed horizontal finishing strips. Many pieces of the original
furniture remain in the house. The house is open for tours on a limited
basis until restoration is completed and the park personnel can be provided
with another dwelling. )

The outbuildings were made of hand hewn logs. The logs are pinned with
wooden pegs made by the Smith family. Boards are fastened with nails made in
the family"s blacksmith shop. Outbuildings have white oak shingled roofs.
One exception is the newer farm barn. Additional shingles have been hand-cut
on the shaving horse on display in the park museum. These shingles will be
used to replace the barn roof and for replacement shingles on other buildings
as needed. The exterior and roofs of all farm buildings are regularly
treated with wood preservative and retain their natural weathered appearance.
The stilted corncrib is built of small, notched logs. The smokehouse has its
original shingles and was used for salt and smoke curing the family's meat.

A good root cellar lies under the woodworking shop. Adjoining the woodwork-
ing shop is the blacksmith shop. Tools used in these buildings have been .
moved to the museum. A hand-dug well has been restored near the site of the
original cabin. The cabin site is enclosed by a picket fence, and a
commemorative tablet marks the cabin's location. Efforts to find and move

a suitable log cabin to the site are being made. A mill room for storing
ground feed and flour lies near the horse and cattle barn. The barn houses
larger pieces of farm equipment, buggies, and plows. At some distance is a
farm barn with a hay mow. Fenced lots surround the barns. Many fences are
rail and "worm'" rail design.
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (Continued)

typical of the community which the pioneer Watters Smith founded.

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

" 'Uncle Ed' and 'Aunt Bird' Smith, Born and Reared Near Lost Creek, Recall
Days When State Was Formed." Sunday Exponent-Telegram (Clarksburg, W.Va.),
May 12, 1935, p. 26.
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MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Davis, Dorothy. History of Harrison County, West Virginia. Ed. by Elizabeth
?103né Clarksburg, W.Va.: American Association of University Women, 1970
PP. 66-67)
Hill, Frank. " A Clock Stopped for Posterity." West Virginia Conservation,
XXVIII (Aug. 1964), 13-21.
Lane,IWaZ;ien W. "Watters Smith," West Virginia Conservation, XXVIII (Aug.
964), 1.
Smith’Family Papers. Collected and displayed at the Watters Smith Memorial
State Park Museum.
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Ann Post, Field Agent

ORGANIZATION DATE

West Virginia Antiquities Commission 9/11/71

STREET AND NUMBER:

01d Mountainlair, West Virginia University

STATE CODE
West Virginia

CITY OR TOWN:
Morgantown

oeennd. |
h{ftfjt ! ATTEST:

" As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

atiggal [ Statep [X] Local, [

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

donard M. Davis

Title State Hi to"c P

Officer Keeper of The National Register
Date_March 12, 1974 Date
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common: OMILN, Watters, Memorial State

Smith Farm on Duck Creek
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Hovo creoit: Clifford Lewis,
PATE oF pHoTO: December 1968

EW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Pictured is the front of the house with porch and the northern side of the
residence which now serves as residence and office for the park super-

intendent. At present the exterior is painted gray to illustrate the
Department of Natural Resources system for indicating historical areas,
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