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The C i t y  B u i l d i n g  i s  a  two s t o r y  r e d  b r i c k  and s t o n e  b u i l d i n g  ( a s  
s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  deed,  T y l e r  County D . B .  28 ,  p. 574-575) on a  c i r c u l a r  
p l o t ,  c o n s i s t i n g  of a s q u a r e  each o f  whose s i d e s  h a s ,  c e n t r a l l y  l o c a t e d ,  
a  t h r e e - s i d e d  bay window. T h i s  ar rangement  d i s p l a y s  a n  e l a b o r a t e  
geometry - a complex, of symmet r ica l  po lyona l  f i g u r e - w i t h i n  a  c i r c l e .  
A l l  e l ements  a r e  syrmnetr ical ly  a r r a n g e d  - d o o r s ,  windows ( t h o s e  h a v i n g  
C l a s s i c a l  s t o n e  podiums.) A s t o n e  b e l t  c o u r s e  d i v i d e s  t h e  f i r s t  and 
second s t o r i e s .  There  i s  a  subdued C l a s s i c a l  c o r n i c e  above which i s  a 
low p i t c h e d  s l a t e  r o o f ,  o v e r  which,  a t  one t ime ,  a  smal l  open cupo la  
p r e s i d e d .  The smal l  y a r d  i s  su r rounded  by a n  i r o n  fence  popular  i n  
that  per iod .  

The i n t e r i o r  f i r s t  f l o o r  h a s  been  used ,  and i s  p r e s e n t l y  u s e d ,  f o r  t h e  
c i t y  o f f i c e s ,  and f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  (1913 t o  1964) housed t h e  P u b l i c  
L i b r a r y .  The second s t o r y  c o n s i s t s  o f  one l a r g e  room w i t h  a  s m a l l  
s t a g e  and was used f o r  conven t ions  and s o c i a l  occas ions .  I t  i s  p r e s e n t 1  
used f o r  s t o r a g e  by t h e  C i t y .  
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T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

This  b u i l d i n g  was a d v e r t i z e d  a s  one o f  t h e  f i r s t  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  i n  
t h e  S t a t e  when i t  was b u i l t .  I t  i s  a n o t h e r  evidence o f  t h e  town's  
p r o s p e r i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  ' O i l  Boom' (1892-1910) which h i t  t h e  a r e a ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  no c i t y  b u i l d i n g  had been e r e c t e d  u n t i l  t h a t  t ime .  
(The town was l a i d  o u t  i n  1816, and c h a r t e r e d  i n  1839. . )  I t  w a s  
e r e c t e d  on t h e  p l o t  o r i g i n a l l y  in tended  f o r  t h e  county c o u r t  house ,  
S i s t e r s v i l l e  hoping t o  become t h e  county s e a t .  The l o c a t i o n  i s  t h e  
c e n t e r  of t h e  Diamond o r  v i l l a g e  s q u a r e  and i s  surrounded by a  
roadway. Here where two main s t r e e t s  i n t e r s e c t  i n  a  s q u a r e ,  t h e  
emphasis i s  on t h e  C i t y  H a l l .  
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