
F o r m  10-300 U N , T E D  STATES D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T H E  INTERIOR 
(Dec .  1968) N A T I O N A L  PARK SERVICE  

S T A T E :  I West V i r g i n i a  

N A T ( 0 N A L  REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

C O U N T Y :  / J e f f e r s o n  

I FOR N P S  USE O N L Y  

A N D / O R  HISTORIC :  

Thomas S h e p h e r d ' s  G r i s t  M i l l  
2. LOCATION 

S 'TREET AND N U M ~ E R :  

High S t r e e t  
C l T Y  O R  T O W N :  

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 

I Shepherds town 
S T A T E  c O 0 ~  C O U N T Y :  C O D E  

West V i r g i n i a  J e f f e r s o n  037 

1. N A M E  
C O M M O N '  

S h e p h e r d ' s  M i l l  

E N T R Y  N U M a E R  

(Check One) I 

D A T E  

OWNERSHIP I STATUS 1 T ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ k ~ l C  

IPRESEN T  U S E  (Check One o r  More  a s  Appropr iate) 

D i s t r i c t  Bu i l d i ng  5;l 
Si te  Structure 

Obiec t  

Agr icu l tu ra l  Government P a r k  Transpor ta t ion  0 Comments , 

Commercial  Indus t r ia l  P r i v a t e  Res idence  Other  (Spec i f y )  

Educat iona l  11 Military Rel ig ious  0 
Entertainment 0 Museum Scien t i f ic  0 

I 

4. OWSER O F  PROPERTY 
O W N E R S  N A M E :  -- - 1 _ r ,  - - - i: 

Si las -E&ar-cy 
-- 

1 S T R E E T  A N D  N U M S E R  

High Streek 
C I T Y  O R  T O W N .  

St.,ephcrdc,town 
S -  LOCATIGN 0 

Pub l i c  

Pr iva te  x? 
Both  Ci 

J e f f e r s o n  County C o u r t h o u s e  
S T R E E T  A N D  N U M B E R :  

I 

Pub l i c  Acqu is i t ion :  

In Process 

Be ing Considered C 

I 

S T R E E T  A N D  N U h t B E R :  i /: IZ 

Occup ied   yes: 
Unoccup ied Q 
Preservat ion  work 

i n  progress 

C l T Y  O R  TOuVN 

D A T E  O F  S U R V E Y :  Federa l  n Stote County n L o c a l  3 
D E P O S I T O R Y  F O R  S U R V E Y  R E C O R D S :  

-.. 
C I T Y  O R  T O W N :  S T A T E :  

-----1 ; C O D E  

r- 

Res t r i c t ed  Ej 
Unrestricted 0 

N,: 0 

S T A T E  

I 
m 
z 

n 

I 

C h a r l e s  Town West V i r g i n i a  
' A P P R o x l M A T E  A C R E A G E  O F  N o M I ; d A T E D  P H C P E R T y  2 a c r e s  -- 

i 

:: 

C O D E  

54 

p. REPRESENTATION I N  EXlSTtNG SURVEYS 
.-- -- I 

T I T L E  O F  S U R V E Y  

;' 
z 



I n  1759 ( d a t e  impl ied  by c o r n e r s t o n e ) ,  a  b r i c k  house - s t i l l  s t a n d i n g  - was 
e r e c t e d ,  M r .  S t a r r y  s t a t e s ,  by Abraham Shepherd a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  s o u t h e a s t  
o f  t h e  m i l l .  It is i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  nomination a s  p a r t  of t h e  m i l l  
environment.  

DESCRIPTION 

The house,  which was a c q u i r e d  w i t h  t h e  m i l l  by t h e  p r e s e n t  owner i n  1954,  
was r e s t o r e d  w i t h  e x t e n s i v e  r e p a i r s  i n  1961-1967. Only t h e  k i t c h e n  has  been 
added t o  t h i s  house ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  k i t c h e n  having been i n  t h e  basement. 

I N T E G R I T Y  

The m i l l  was l e a s e d  by L u t h e r  Thompson, Jr. i n  1923. He r e s t o r e d  t h e  wheel 
a t  a  c o s t  o f  more t h a n  $2,000 and o p e r a t e d  t h e  m i l l  u n t i l  1939,  t h e  l a s t  
d a t e  it was i n  use .  

The p i c t u r e s q u e  s t r e a m  s t i l l  s p i l l s  v i o l e n t l y  down a  rocky i n c l i n e  and d i s -  
a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  woods below t h e  m i l l .  

> E S C R I S E  T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  ( i f  ~ ~ O W ~ ) ' P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

According t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  owner, Shepherdstown's Mayor S i l a s  S t a r r y ,  t h i s  
m i l l  was o r i g i n a l l y  a  two-s tory  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  t h i r d  s t o r y  o f  frame hav ing  
been added about  1880. 

(Check One) 

Excellent 0 Good ISj Fa i r  Deteriorated Q Ruins 0 Unexposed 0. 

As may be n o t e d  i n  accompanying photographs ,  t h e  m i l l  c o n t a i n s  some o l d  
equipment,  i n c l u d i n g  wheels  and t h e  g r i n d i n g  b u r r s .  

(Check One) 

Altered Unaltered a 

The m i l l  w i l l  f i g u r e  p rominen t ly  i n  p l a n s  o f  a  newly formed mayor's corn- 
m i t e e  on h i s t o r i c  p r e s e r v a t i o n  i n  Shepherdstown. 

I 
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Moved Original Site Q 
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T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N 1  F l  C A N C  E (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)  

The remains of the Shepherd Grist Mill, first built prior to 1739, and 
operated for two centuries, mark the industry of the State's earliest in- 
corporated settlement, originally known as Mecklenburg;?, the first settlers 
arriving probably as early as 1719. 

The mill stands near the Pack Horse Ford crossing of the Potornac. The 
Indian trail to Pack Horse Ford became the Philadelphia Wagon Road into the 
Valley of Virginia, and on this. road, named High Street, the grist mill 
was erected. 

Thomas Shepherd Sr. not only built a mill; he laid out building lots for, 
homes on a part of his first grant of land. Many wheat farmers settled in 
the vicinity. 

Shepherd bequeathed the mill to his son, Thomas Jr., in 1776. After the 
Revolution the village name was changed to Shepherdstown, honoring the 
builder of the mill. 

Shepherd started a trend of mills, which became focal points for roads 
leading out to seaboard markets for flour. A map published in 1810 lists 
31 grist or merchant mills in Jefferson County serving a coastal area .from 
Alexandria to Philadelphia. Thus it is no exaggeration to say that Thomas 
Shepherd with his grist mill inaugurated a "bread basket" for the growing 
nation. 

There seems to be little doubt of the continuous operation of a mill on 
this spot. It is presumed that the stone building still standing is more 
than two centuries old. The large, 40-foot iron wheel was once located 
100 yards farther down stream, but the date of its installation is beyond 
the memory of local inhabitants who can remember the mill as it was at 
the beginning of the century. 

David, the eldest son of Thomas Shepherd Sr., migrated to Wheeling, where 
he erected and commanded Shepherd's Fort and was a commandant at Fort 
Henry. David's son, Moses, who was born in Shepherdstown, was a leading 
citizen.of Wheeling and built the National Road bridges from the Pennsyl- 
vania line to Wheeling, 

(continued) 

" Actually the pre-charter name was New Mecklenburg 
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8. s i g n i f i c a n c e  - c o n t i n u e d .  

It is h i g h l y  p r o b a b l y  t h a t  Thomas Shephe rd  was h e r e  a s  e a r l y  a s  1732 .  The  
n i l 1  i t s e l f  must have  been b u i l t  some t i m e  p r i o r  t o  A p r i l  6 ,  1739 ,  when t h e  
sill i s  men t ioned  i n  The  F r e d e r i c k  County C o u r t  J o u r n a l ,  a n d  a f t e r  O c t o b e r  3 ,  
1734, when Shephe rd  p u r c h a s e d  a 222-ac re  t r a c t  f rom L i e u t e n a n t  Gove rno r  
Wi l l i am Gooch a n d  t h e  V i r g i n i a  C o u n c i l . .  
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Wheel ing  C o l l e g e  
- 

:ITY O R  T O W N :  

Wheel  in^ - 
STATE L!AISON OFF ICER CERTIFICA l ION 

As the  des igna ted  State Lia i son  Officer  for the  Na- 

t iona l  Historic Preserva t ion  Act  of 1966 ( P u b l i c  L a w  

89-665). I hereby nominate t h i s  property for inc lus ion  

i n  t h e  National  Regis te r  and  cert ify tha t  i t  h a s  b e e n  

eva lua ted  according to t h e  cri ter ia  and  procedures s e t  

forth by the National  P a r k  Service.  T h e  recommended 

l e v e l  of s ign i f icance  of th i s  nomination i s :  

National  S ta te  @ L o c a l  

Name 

Dallas B .  ~haffdi!  

i t  S t a t e  Liaison O f f i c e r  

D a t e  October  9 ,  197.0 

T A T E  

West V i r g i n i a  
C O D E .  IT  

U - .  
N A T I O N A L  REGISTER VERlFtCATION 

I herebv cert ify that t h i s  property i s  included i n  t h e  

Nat iona l  Regis te r .  

Chief ,  Office of Archeology a n d  His tor ic  P r e s e r v a t i o n  

Oa te  

ATTEST:  

Keeper  of T h e  Nat iona l  R e g i s t e r  

Date 
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who can remember t h e  m i l l  a s  it was a t  the  beginning o f  t h e  century.  The wheel was a s p e c i a l i t y  o f  the  

F i t z  Water \ l e e 1  Co., F i t z  S t e e l  Overshoot Water Wheels. Hanover, Pa (1928) (Catalogue), ?.I? 
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