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1. Name of Property 
historic name Shaw House ; Shaw . Harm, House 
other namedsite number 

2. Location 
street 8 number 425 Moreantown Avenue U not for publication 
city, town Fzirmont U vicinity 
state West Virginia code 54 county M ~ t i n n  code 049 zip code 765% 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 

private [X_j building(s) Contributing Noncontributing 
public-local district 2 0 buildings 
public-State 0 site sites 

C] public-Federal 1ZL] structure 2 0 structures 
[7 object objects 

4 0 Total 
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously 

N/A listed in the National Register N/A 
4. State/Federal Aqency Certification 

I 
- 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
nomination C] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and m procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property @meets meet the National Register criteria. See continuation . - - 
Signature of certifying official - 

8 

State or Federal agency and bureau / J 1 
f I In my opinion. the property meets C] does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date I *- 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Sewice Certification 
I, hereby, cenrty that this property is: 

Oentered in the National Register. 
~ e e  continuation stmet. 

adetennined eligible for the National 
Register. Sm continuation sheet. 
determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

removed f m  the National Register. 
other, (explain:) 

Sinature of tho Keeper Date of Action 



6. Fumtlon or U w  
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

i n e l e  dwell- Domestic - - s 
spc-v s r t ~ ~ t l l r ~  a a o p  W P ~  1 A p t r .  

w - 

7. Descrfption 
Architectural Cksdkation Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categorias trom instructions) 

foundation cement, b r i ck  
?nth ( 7 ~ n ~ i ~ t v  Rpvi  V R ~  c walls hollow t i l e .  b r i c k  

Tudor Revival  s t ucco  
red s h i n e l e  c l a v  d l e  roof 

other N/ A 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Shaw House p r o j e c t s  a  bold s i l h o u e t t e  a t  t h e  cen t e r  of a  2-acre lawn on a  h i l l o c k  
above Morgantown Avenue i n  Fairmont,  Marion County, West Virg in ia .  The Tudor-syle, 23-story 
house and a n c i l l a r y  s t r u c t u r e s  r ep re sen t  an impor tan t  e a r l y  20th-century ensemble t h a t  
s u r v i v e s ,  i n  an  e x c e l l e n t  s t a t e  of p r e se rva t ion ,  from an e r a  when one concept  of suburban 
housing development was based upon t h e  d e s i r e  of a  wealthy c l i e n t e l e  t o  have p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  
designed sur roundings ,  amen i t i e s ,  and comforts s u i t a b l e  t o  both country and c i t y  l i v i n g .  
While la te  20th-century neighborhoods have grown up around t h e  Shaw House, t h e  complex r e t a i n s  
its per iod  ambience and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y .  

1. Shaw House - Pic tu re sque  d e t a i l s ,  favored by a r c h i t e c t s  of t h e  per iod employing t h e  
Tudor s t y l e ,  are a l l  p re sen t  i n  t h e  house. P r i n c i p a l  among t h e s e  a r e  t h e  s t e e p l y  p i t ched  
main roo f ,  prominent c r o s s  gab le s ,  combinations of b r i ck  and s t u c c o  w a l l  c ladding  punctuated 
w i t h  s imula ted  half- t imbering,  and t a l l  chimney s t a c k s  r i s i n g  o u t  of  expans ive ,  r ed  
s h i n g l e - t i l e d  roof  planes.  

The upper  s t o r y  throughout  is c l ad  i n  gray s tucco .  D e t a i l i n g  is confined f o r  t h e  most 
p a r t  t o  c o n t r a s t i n g  brickwork around window openings.  Fa l se  ha l f - t imber ing  is  a l s o  used,  
bu t  s p a r i n g l y ,  u s u a l l y  i n  conce r t  with windows o r  dormers. Con t r a s t i ng  t e x t u r e s ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  
e n l i v e n  t h e  f acade  wi th  red  b r i c k  veneer over hollow t i l e  a t  t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y ,  and s t u c c o  above 

Combinations of double-hung and casement windows a r e  found a t  a l l  e l e v a t i o n s .  Windows 
of major rooms are gene ra l l y  of t h e  6 over 1 v a r i e t y ,  t y p i c a l  of per iod r e v i v a l  houses of 
t h e  e a r l y  20 th  cen tu ry ,  whi le  those  i n  dormers and bay windows a r e  casements of wood w i t h  
m u l t i p l e  squa re  panes. Most d i s t i n c t i v e  of a l l  windows is t h e  g r e a t  l anding  window, cen t e r ed  
i n  t h e  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  a t  t h e  second f l o o r ,  which enbodies  t h e  unique Tudor-style combination 
of tal l  windows - i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  wi th in  a group of  t h r e e  - beneath small transoms. Mul t i g l e  
leaded  g l a s s  squa re  panes are he re  arranged with s t a i n e d  g l a s s  ronde l s  f e a t u r i n g  coats-of-arms 

Beneath a s lop ing  t i l e  r o o f ,  t h e  doorway opens i n t o  a spac ious  en t r ance  h a l l .  To t h e  
l e f t ,  a  n a t u r a l  wood-finished open s ta i rway rises i n  s e v e r a l  f l i g h t s  t o  t h e  second f l o o r .  
Both t h e  formal  l i v i n g  room and d in ing  room a r e  en t e r ed  from t h e  en t r ance  foyer  through double 
French doors .  The doors ,  w i t h  t h e r e  mul t ip le  g l a s s  panes, may be opened t o  provide access 
t o  a l l  p a r t s  of t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  flow of space found i n  e a r l y  20th cen tu ry  
per iod  houses .  The l i v i n g  room is t h e  most formal  chamber of t h e  Shaw House. Here a l l  w a l l ,  
c e i l i n g ,  and f l o o r  s u r f a c e s  are f i n i s h e d  i n  materials of f i n e  craf tmanship.  Sometimes c a l l e d  

See continuation sheet 
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t h e  "long g a l l e r y , "  i t  is so-named because its p r i n c i p a l  deco ra t i on ,  an ornamental 
p l a s t e r  c e i l i n g ,  is E l i zabe th i an - s ty l e  s t rapwork copied by t h e  a r c h i t e c t s  from Haddon 
H a l l  i n  Derbyshire ,  England. Walls of the l i v i n g  room a r e  paneled i n  b i r c h  which 
r e t a i n s  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  l u s t e r .  Con t r ibu t ing .  

ga rage  i 
roof  is 

Garage - Designed wi th  a  s t e e p l y  p i tched  hipped r o o f ,  t h e  1-s tory red  b r i c k  
.s  a  bu i ld ing  t h a t  c o m p l b e n t s  its l a r g e r  companion. L ike  t h e  house, t h e  
covered wi th  red  sh ing le  c l a y  t i l es .  The b u i l d i n g ' s  en t r ance  facade is  

d i v i d e d  between two sets of double wood doors ,  t h e  lower pane ls  of which f e a t u r e  
wood f l u s h  d iagonal  boards; t h e  upper pane ls  a r e  each f i t t e d  wi th  4 g l a s s  panes. 
Con t r ibu t ing .  

3.  Well House - A w e l l  house s t a n d s  i n  a  grove of small t r e e s  t o  t h e  edge of 
t h e  driveway, beyond t h e  en t rance .  Also p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  designed,  t h e  t i n y  s t r u c t u r e  
s h e l t e r s  a s t o n e  c i r c u l a r  base beneath a gab le  roof covered wi th  r ed  c l ay  t i l es .  
The t r u s s e s  of t h e  roo f ing  system a r e  l a r g e  t imbe r s ,  mortised and tenoned. 
Con t r ibu t ing .  

4 .  Entrance P a v i l i o n  - Red s h i n g l e  t i l e s  a r e  aga in  employed i n  roof ing .  The 
gabled  open s t r u c t u r e  s t a n d s  above t h e  s idewalk on randow a s h l a r  p i e r s ,  supported 
by massive t imber work t h a t  is mort ised and tenoned. The t r u s s e s  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  
t h o s e  i n  t h e  w e l l  house. Flanking t h e  r u s t i c  pav i l i on  is a  randoh a s h l a r  r e t a i n i n g  
w a l l  t h a t  r u n s  t h e  f u l l  l eng th  of t h e  proper ty  a long  Morgantown Avenue. The w a l l  
i s  an impor tan t  p a r t  of t h e  t o t a l  p roper ty  design.  Both t h e  w a l l  and pav i l i on  a r e  
l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  proper ty .  V i s i t o r s  pass  beneath t h e  pav i l i on  from t h e  
street  and proceed up a  f l i g h t  of s t o n e  s t e p s  a t  which poin t  a  t i l e -covered  s idewalk 
c r o s s e s  t h e  lawn t o  t h e  f r o n t  en t r ance .  Cont r ibu t ing .  

Shaw House s t a n d s  c l o s e  t o  t h e  c e n t e r  of an expansive lawn and is reached by 
a r e d  t i le-paved s idewalk and curv ing ,  a s p h a l t  driveway. P l a n t i n g s  and t r e e s  a r e  
a r r a n g e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  s e t t i n g ,  about  t h e  pav i l i on  and w e l l  house which were 
themselves  designed a s  i n t e g r a l  p a r t s  of t h e  landscape plan. The p l an t ing  plan 
i n c l u d e s :  Lombardy pop la r ,  hemlock, cyp re s s ,  magnolia, p in  oak, b i r c h ,  ceda r ,  
j u n i p e r ,  a z a l e a ,  etc. 

A t  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  house t h e  driveway connec ts  t h e  garage wi th  t h e  main driveway 
which passes  through a  g a t e  con ta in ing  l a r g e  o r n a t e  wooden double doors.  



8. Statement of Slgnlflcance 
Cbnity~ng official has considered the significance of this property In relation to other properties: 

nationally statewide a locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria 0 A B a C D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) A B 0 C D E F G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories horn instructions) Period of Significance Significant Oates 
Law C. 1919 - 1936 
Architecture 
Landscape Architecture 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

S nificant Person ArchitecUBuilder 
tarry Shaw q ;md. arm- 

Alex MacElwee. ~ D P  m~r 

State Significance of property, and jusMy criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Shaw House is significant for its association with Harry Shaw (1872 - 1952), a noted 
attorney and jurist of the early 20th century in north-central West Virginia. The house, 
ancillary structures, and grounds are equally significant as well-preserved examples of early 
20th century suburban architecture and landscape design. 

Harry Shaw studied at Duquesne College (University) Pittsburgh, at Fairmont Normal School 
(Fairmont State College), and at West Virginia University, where in 1895 he earned an U.B. 
He also earned an A.B. from WW in 1898. The law firm of Shaw and Shaw was established in 
1922, with the addition of Victor Shaw who remained in practice with his father for the rest 
of his life. 

From 1909 to 1928 Harry Shaw was president of the Union Independent School District, 
Marion County. In 1905, Governor W.M.O. Dawson appointed Shaw a director of the board of 
the West Virginia Penitentiary. Prior to that service Shaw was clerk of the House of Delegate 
of West Virginia (1901 - 1907). As a delegate to the Republican National Convention in 1912, 
Shaw sat on the Credentials Committee which decided the famous contest between Theodore 
Roosevelt and William Howard Taft. On January 30, 1928, Governor Gore appointed Shaw judge 
of the Circuit Court, a position to which Shaw was thereafter elected, serving until 1936. 

About 1919, Attorney Shaw, successful in his career, commissed the Fairmont architectural 
firm of Jones and Nuzum, then practicing at 306 Jefferson Street, to design a fine suburban 
house above Morgantown Avenue in East Fairmont. Will Palmer Nuzum and Red Jones were promin'&n 
among north-central West Virginia architects. They were joined in their efforts by Mr. Alex 
MacElwee, landscape gardner (architect), who prepared a planting plan for the house's grounds. 
(The architectural plans, specifications, and landscape plans survive in the hands of the 
owner, Mrs. Victor [Thelma] Shaw, who has resided in the house since 1928.) 

The house designed by Jones and Nuzum was suitable to comforts and ambience expected 
by a wealthy client who desired a suburban residence away from the bustle and pollution of 
downtown, but possessing the refinements of an urban town house. Such houses then rising 
in America were often designed with large garages to accommodate automobiles and were within 
short distances of city streets or street car lines that provided easy access to the inner 
city. Importantly, such houses were designed in traditional, conservative, period revival 

UL] see continuation stmet 
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styles and were set within expansive, landscaped grounds where dependencies or 
outbuildings might provide complementary touches. The entrance pavilion and well 
house are examples of this design practice. The Shaw House complex survives as an 
excellent and well-preserved example of this early 20th century building tradition 
in north-central West Virginia. 

Shaw House is a significant example of Tudor Revival or "Sto~kbrocker'~ 
architecture, a style embodying steeply pitched roofs, dormers, high chimneys, and 
combinations of wall materials such as brick, stucco, and false half-timbering. 
An unusually fine Elizabethian-style landing window, incorporating leaded cames and 
stained glass rondels, dominates the center front elevation bay adjacent to the front 
door. The interior features a birch paneled living room beneath a Tudor-style 
ceiling, patterned after the strapwork of the Long Gallery at Haddon Hall in 
Derbyshire, England. The ceiling is one of the finest of its type known in West 
Virginia. 
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a See continuation sheet 
Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
apreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
upreviously listed in the National Register 
Opmviously determined eligible by the National Register 

designated a National Historic Landmark 
recorded by Historic American Buildings 
Survey d 

0 recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record d 

Primary location of additionat data: 
State historic preservation office 
Other State agency 
Federal agency 
Local government 
University 

C] Other 
Specify repository: 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property 2 43 acres 

UTM References 
A [1171 1517,4)5~610) 14131710131010) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 
B W  lllllli llllllri 

c w  lllllll l,l,llll D W  -11111111 
C] See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 
The nominated property is inclusive of lot No. 2, Map No. 03-05, City of Fairmont 

Assessor's Map, January 31, 1958. (See red line marked per boundary on attached 
sketch map.) 

a See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The nominated property extends to the edge of the landscaped lawns, inclusive 
of a curved driveway, which reflects the concentration of buildings and structures 
which convey a strong sense of historical relationship due to location, design, and 
setting. 

0 See continuation sheet 
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