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Condition Check one Check one 
excellent . deteriorated unaltered -x original s i te  

X g o o d  ruins -X altered moved date -- 
fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original {if known) physical a p p e a r a n c e  

Berkeley Castle lm above the tam- of W k e l e y  Springs on Warm Springs Rid55 
a p s r o x h t e l y  150 yards northwest of the  center of the town square on County Route 9. 
The massive stone edifice has lcng presented s. rmzc'~tic a p p l  t o  passasby and t o  v i s i t -  
who have thronged t o  the nearby fmaus mineral s p i n g s  t o  take the "cure". 

It cannot b said t h a t  the Castle tes designed t o  house i ts f i r s t  cwnw i n  sU 
ramdings t h a t  were less  than luxurious. Y e t ,  for the wealthy of the nineteenth century 
accustcmed t o  annual v i s i t s  t o  spas and resorts , large houses under t h e i r  care or! ownersh- 
in these places often were referred to  a s  "cottagesn. The Wrqan &ws reported in its 
June 25, 1887, issue on the e f fo r t s  of Washington lmh-ary Colonel Sanuel Taylor Sui t  t o  
zccelerate construction on h i s  residence a t  Wkeley  Springs. The newspaper reference, 
cited in  an authoritative a r t i c l e  on the history of Berkeley Castle by !?orris E'radm, st: 
t h a t  

"Col. S .T. Suit  brouqht a force of h d s  from Washington 
on Wednesday t o  hurry along the c p l e t i o n  of h i s  cottaqe ... 
Nestled anong the  c l i f f s  and on the  hsautiful s l o p  of 
W a r n  Spring Fbuntain, su-rom-ded by prirwval fores ts ,  it 
gives one the inpression of the q&?d old Scottish c a s t l e s  
ws read of in history. C o l .  Suit  hopes t o  occupy his c a s t l e  
on August 1". 

Construction of Berkeley Castle began in  1885 and was c q l e t e d  in the ezr ly  
1890's follcwing the c?eath i n  1888 of Colonel Suit; it remined fo r  h i s  wife t o  f i n i s h  tl- 
project a f t e r  h i s  dsath. 

W l i t y  cf construction and f in ish  ;~a r t i cu ia r Iy  of rear  and uppr interj o r  SF::- 

t ions  of the building does not conpare favork ly  with tile work corcpleted in the p e r i d  
1885-88. 

The Castle is a two-story rectangle of sol id rmsonry p s i t i o n &  against a hi:. 
side. me coursed rock-faced stone was quarried and carried t o  the building site f r m  K- 
Sic John's Fhn area near Berkeley Springs. bnizating the southeast facade is a 3 - s t o q  
roimd m w e r  with rectangular window openings a t  the f i r s t  and second levels ,  and circxlx- 
o ~ u ~ q s  a t  the  third.  Three crosses fo& L? re l i e f  dzcorate the mscnry surface. T k  
crer,elated parapet c o r k l e d  abv2 a square b i l l e t  is continuous throughout the buildkng ii 
forms a m j o r  visual feature evcking the medieval. Running ent i re ly  across the  entrance 
elevation is a porch w i t h  square stone posts. The cornice and p a r a p t  are fashioned of 
\iced. 

Fifteen major rooms of the in ter ior  were originally £urnishd i n  Victorian 
furniture. Rosa Pelham Suit ,  wi$dcw of Colonel Suit ,  was known to host  f r e q u e ~ t  and cpu?. 
parties i n  her h m .  The dining h a l l  and ballrcan, the l a t t e r  rreasuring 50 f e e t  long, 
40 f e e t  wide, and 17 fee t  high, exhibit notewrthy finish. 'I'm stone f i replaces and a 
f loor  of burnished mahogany are fmtures  of significance in the b a l l r m .  Tne second f l w  
is reached via a stairway of carved walnut. It provides access t o  three bedrooms,ante- 
ck?mbers, and a paneled library. 
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Berkeley Castle was l o s t  t o  ths Suit ( i n  l a t e r  years spelled Soult) 
f&ly in 1 9 1  follcwing a public auction. Latzr owners maintain& the b u i l d i ~ g  
a s  a residence. In the l a t e  1930 ' s, a b y ' s  c z p  was e s t a b l i s k d  which used the 
c a s t l e  and adjacent grounds. Since 1954, the G s t l e  has been a house mseuii open 
t o  the public. I i 

i 

N o  additions or s i g n i f i c m t  a l t e n t i o n s  have affected the three major 
elevations of Berkeley Castle. Tne m j o r  in tzr ior  spaces, too, r e t a in  original  in- , 
tegrity. Maintenmce problem, however, for  so lzrgz a proper"~y must be addressed. 
Care of stone surfaces, i n c l u d i ~ g  a t t z ~ t i o n  'a q a l l i n g  and o ,m joints ,  should re- 
ceivz pr ior i ty .  W m d  features silcl? 3 winc?c:ir 22%~ and porch decorative tri~ ~zre 
deteriorating. FroSlerzs such as  &tse shoul2 rLqxire scx~ refereme t o  preservation 
pl-ing . 
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A s ~ a s  of Signiiicanc+Check and justify below 
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-- - 

S2scijic dales  1885-91 Buiider Architect Attrjhuted t o  A. B. b h l l e t t  , c7_rc;hit~?- --- 

S P ~ t o n e n t  of Signifjcance {in one paragraph)  

W k e l e y  Castle is s igni f icant  b e c a u s  it syrrS=olizes the r e so r t  l i f e  of 
-keley Springs, a spa in V e s t  Virginia 's  F 3 s t ~ n  P &idle f m u s  since t h e  18th 
century f o r  i t s  mineral springs, ho te l s ,  and w a d e  of i l l u s t r ious  f i g m e s  f r an  24ii.a- 
ica's society regis ters .  The great  stone building a l so  possesses a rch i tec tura l  fea- 
tures unique in West Virginia; it my k sa id  'the Castle is a Victorian f o l l y  in a s  
much a s  t h e  s t ructure  was mt to d a n k a t e  th2 l sndscap  in the Rct~mtic t rad i t io i l  of 
the l a t e  19th century. Certainly, ii;a,~y' of the  eyecatching features of the bu i ld i ig  
have few functional purposes. Over t he  yea-s references t o  l e g a d  and q s t e q  have 
given CIS la&ark additional s ta tus .  Of the  -asonages d i rec t ly  associated with the  
building the  post fmus are Colonel S m e l  Taylor Sui t ,  a wealthy Washington b u s i ~ e s s -  
man, h i s  wife,  %sa Pelhan Sui t ,  the daugh tx  of a ' Ccn-;resman frcn M&xxra. Amtk:- 
b p r t a n t  f i v e ,  a rch i tec t  A.B. Xul le t t ,  is c l rd i ted  with th2 design. 

Bcrlceley Springs a t t rac ted  v i s i t o r s  t o  i t s  miiieral !qakers f r c i  +he mid-lS";.l 
cerltu-y. As t rave lers  arrived t o  &the 3r corisuiw t h ~  waters of th2 "Yec?,ical Sprirqs '  
o r  "Hat H ~ a i i c g  Springs", a c a p l e x  began t3 grow tc  z m d a t e  the ever qco~kq dz3xd 
f o r  housing. Tne Springs wxe popular with the  wealthy who f r e y u a t l y  sm.ae i !  in El3 
locale.  Among paeons t o  v i s i t  the spa were W r q e  'Cfashinqkon, Jaws YadLson, Va~hir-t.~.- Ly +- . 

Irving, David I-luntclr Strother (Porte Crayon) , Eenry Clay m d  Y&in Van B u r e ~ ,  t o  n,3-xe 
b u t  a few. Attraction of scions of Eastern s o c i e t y  t o  Tkrkeley Springs w&s e s p c i a l l y  
great k c a u s e  of the sweltering heat of coastal cities during the  sLImr. Che of the hr - 
stars in Washington c i r c l e s  of the post-Cit7i 1 ~~~ zca was Colonel S m e l  Taylor S u i t  whrl  
purchased land o-u-e.rlcoking &rkeley Springs m the 1880's. 

%nuel Taylor Sui t  (1830-1888) was b r n  i n  Mryland and obtained his f i r s t  ex- 
pos ure t o  b u s i ~ s s  a s  an errand boy. F s l o c a ~ k ~ g  m the W s t  a s  a young nan Sui t  esL& - 
l i s h d  a suecessfld d i s t i l l e r y  i n  I;ouisville =d earned the Kentucky h o ~ o r a q  sppe l l a t i c  
of " C ~ l o ~ s l " .  Col. Su i t  eventually roved t o  Yew York where he earned a foPLune in t l e  
securities market. Returning t o  &kryla?d in 1E65, Sui t  bought 800 acres of land muti- 
e a s t  of Vhshinqton a ~ d  named the  e s t a t e  " S u i t l a d " .  The propzcrty is  n m  in th2 S c i c l a C  
Wad-Suitland Parkway section of Waslnifiqton ihic:? contains m y  of the c a p i t a l ' s  mst 
iritcnsively developed govemrrent installations.  Colonel Sui t  counted m n g  h i s  b u s b e s s  
assoc ia t ss  Garret A. ~ o b a x t ?  vice pres idzr t  9f dx United States.  A-mng vests in the 
S u i t  h a  were Ulyss2s S. Grant, Rutherford B. Hayes, and Samuel Freeran Miller. 

In 1883 Colonel Suit,w'nose marriage had recently fa i led ,  ~awied b s a  PeLkn, 
daughter of Alabama Congressman Charles Pel2-m'~~. Tfiey pet a t  a farnus hote l  in W ~ e l e y  
Springs. hb t  long a f t e r  the  wedding,plans fo r  a s ~ t u o u s  cottage a t  Berkeley S p r h g s  
were prepared; work kegan in 1885. 

Tradition holds t h a t  a sketch o r  rough plan of the Castle was d r a m  f o r  ColorL& 
S u i t  by noted a rch i tec t  A.B. Mullett on a m u  o r  Lta.blecloth a t  the old &rkeky Springs 
. One miter, W r g e  F. of the  on S- in the magazine sect ion of 

l ~ a t e r  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U.S.,  1897-99 



FHR-8-363A ! 
(11/78) f 

Uh !TED STATES DEPARTlvENT OF THE INTERIOR 

I 
IFOR HCS USE e h i ~  

HERITAGE CONSERVATICU AS43 RECZEATION SERVICE 
i 

RECE E'gE3 

&rs:eley Cast le ,  Zzr:keley Springs, Fbrga Coc---~t~~, West Virginia 

CONTI ?4UATIOM SHEET I T E M  N U M B E 9  8 PAGE 2 

July 6 ,  1952, m . t i o n s  t h i s  stor]. S v e r a 1  o ths r  authors in seanc?ary sources a l s o  
a t t r i b u t e  t h e  building t o  Iclullett, iicludirig Xx-ris E'radin in an au thmi t a t ive  his-  
t o ry  of the  building a p p x i r l g  in the spring ism2 of Valley of Iiistory, a mgazine 
of t h e  P o t m c  Edison Gmgmrly. No p r i i  sources have keen d i scovaed  authsntic- 
a t i n g  the Ichllett ~ o ~ m e c t i o n ,  thaugh Xul le t t  ' s s t i n t  a s  Supervising Architect of thn 
U.S. Treasury (1865-74) m u l d  have conplslied before LLh2 Castle was ' ~ q n  in 
1883, !&illett m u l d  therefore b3ve k e n  in  pr ivate  pract ice  i n  V?zishinqton a--d f r e e  
t o  L&e on pr ivate  ccl-dssicns.  P.9l le t t  is  k o : m  t o  have be- a v i s i t s r  in &rkeley 
Springs of t h i s  paid, nevertheless. 

Trziditien a l so  s t a t e s  C12k a r c h i t x t  Snowden Ashford b u i l t  Eerkeley Cast le  
fr;m e l 2  b h l l e t t  plans. Ashford j c i ~ e d  tk c f f i c e  of A.B. !~lullctc. f 3 i l o ~ 6 n 2  h i s  
g a i h a t i o n  Erom collage. Since Pshford was k0-7 in 1866, he cogld not nav2 ' ~ a r  
much rmre than 19 when constmetion k g a n ,  m i:yrob.lble age fo r  a professicnzl w i t h  
such a zespcnsibi l i ty .  It is interssting t o  -xe, hcwever, that 2.k~. Sui t  (by this 
tire a widm~) , is reported in a17 &icie  of &e - : . b r p  -- :~krmg of June 20, 1831, "Lo 
have e n t e r t a i n 4  a t  the Castle "-Hiss K e t t i e  Crlchton, Mrs. Sncc3.cn Ashford, ad 
Mr. Malcolm Crichton . . . " 

Alfred Eult  Mullett (1834-go), was m i m p r t a n t  a rh ic tec t  wino desiqned 
n m r o i l s  public ar,d pr ivate  b u l d i r ~ g s  of disc_nc?ion in the United States .  Among 
h i s  works are the The S ta te ,  War ad. ??avy BuiLdbg (Executive Office Euildirig) i n  
Washington, the San Francisco Mint, and the S t .  U u i s  Post Office. 

Colonel Su i t  died S e p t e ~ ~  1, 1888, before the Castle was finish&. Ths 
widm, Rosa, was l e f t  a wealthy wmm and unciertook r e s p n s i b i l i t y  of f i n i s b h g  the  
structure. She 1~222 the  house her year r o w 6  h a w  and f o r  the next two decades en- 
te-ined in the place on a lavish scale .  The 'brgan 2.k1cury of July 25, 1891, re- 
ported (from F'radh) : 

" A jol ly  dance tock ?lace a t  +he Castle on Thursday night ,  The 
musicians a r r ivsd  p r c ~ t l y .  . .'-he moon was in f u l l  h l m . .  . . 
Mrs. Sui t  was e l ec j a t l y  a t t i r e d  in black crepe, which w i t h  its 
elegant t r a i n ,  gave her a queenly a i r .  She was unt i r ing in  her 
e f fo r t s ,  i2 order that her q ~ t s  be w e l l  entertailled, and m d e  
it a complete ' a t  hore' . I' 

Rosa Suit  eventually ran out  of mney and her property was sa ld  a t  
"trustees s a l e "  (1913) . She retired in an i i i v e r i s h e d  state t o  a shack in the 
loca le .  H e r  son, Samuel, rescued her and it is believed she spent her  l a s t  years 
in St .  Louis and Idaho. 



"Berkeley Springs Historical Area". (Consultants study on the tourist potential of 
krkeley Springs filed a t  &partrent of Ciilture & History, Historic Preservaticn), 
n.d. 15  p p. 
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Verbal boundary description and justii icatim Located 50' above and nor thwes t  of Co. R t .  9 on a  
s t e e p  h i l l s i d e  (Warn S p r i n g  PAdge) and c e n t e r e d  i n  a  150' s q u a r e , E e r k e l e y  C a s t l e  i s  400' 
due  wes t  of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of F a i r f a x  S t .  and lLTilkes S t .  a t  Corne l ius  Ave., Berke ley  
S p r i n g s ,  and 450' n o r t h w e s t  of t h e  c e n t e r  o f  Berkeley Spr ings  Park.  

- -- 
List aii ~ ? a t ? ~  and counties !or pr~;er?ies o-derlapping state or county boundar ies  

st2:e ccde county code 

coda county code 

neme ti:{? 
-- Rodney S. Collins, &chitectural -. - Historian - - . - - - - -- 

organization W.V. k3t.  of Culture - and Bistory - -. . - date J u l y l O ,  - 1980 -- - - 

- national -% state local 

As the d?signatf?d State Hisioric Preserv3tion C%icer for the Naticnal His!oric Pr~szrvat ion Act of 1966 (Public Law 9% 
653),  1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the  Nationai Register and certify that ii has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the  Heri!ass Conservation and Recreation Service. 

S!ate Historic Preservation Officer signature 
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B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  R e f e r e n c e s  

H i s t o r y  ( P o t m c  Edison  Co.), vol. 6 ,  spring 1970,  pp. 1-8. 
F r e d e r i c k  T. Newbraugh to RDdney C o l l i n s  (Pkmrmdum o n  Berke ley  C a s t l e ) ,  

May 1 2 ,  1980. W.V. Department of Culture and History, Historic P r e s e r v a t i o n .  
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