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HISTORIC 

Shrewsbury, Samuel  S r . ,  House 
AND/OR COMMON 

O l d  Stone House 

 LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

310 Stubb D r i v e  -NOT FOR PUBUCATION 
CIM.  TOWN CONGRESSIONAL OlSTRlCT - 

B e l l e  - VICINITY OF Th i rd  
. STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

West V i r e i n i a  54 Kanawha 03 9 

 CLASSIFICATION 
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,!XRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK I N  PROGRESS 

,SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE. . 

-OBJECT -IN PROCESS ILYES. RESTRICTED 

,BEING CONSIDERED -YES. UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

PRESENT USE 

A G R I C U L T U R E  -MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL -PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL ZPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

,GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

,MILITARY -OTHER: 

1601 W. Cent ra l  Avenue + y i  ,L-' q 31 7 --- - -- 
CITY TOWN STATE 

Belle - VICINITY OF Wes t V i r g i n i a  

 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. Kanawha Count y Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

V i r g i n i a  and Court S t reets  
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Char leston West V i r g i n i a  

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

DATE 

S E D E R A L  A T A T E  -COUNlY A O C A L  

OEPOSITORY FOR 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
1-1 60C 

The Old Stone House at  Belle, a l s o  c a l l e d  t h e  Samuel Shrewsbury, S r . ,  House, 
is loca ted  t h i r t e e n  miles e a s t  of Charleston a t  Belle,  Kanawha County, West 
Vi rg in ia .  The house was b u i l t  on a l e v e l  t r a c t  between the Kanawha River and t h e  
o l d  James River and Kanawha Turnpike (U.S. Route 60) tha t  ca r r i ed  19 th  century  
t r a f f i c  from Richmond, Virginia ,  and p o i n t s  East ,  across the  Blue Ridge and 
Allegheny Mountains t o  t h e  Ohio River. Because of i t s  ea r ly  d a t e  and s tone  
cons t ruc t ion ,  the house was a quickly r e c ~ g n i z e d  landmark. With t h e  growth of the 
a r e a ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  of t h e  chemical indus t ry  a t  Belle a f t e r  World War I, t h e  Old 
Stone House l o s t  i t s  o r i e n t a t i o n  a s  t h e  community grew up around i t .  The 
disappearance of former byways r e l a t i n g  t o  the  house, i n  addi t ion  t o  i d e n t i c a l  
f e n e s t r a t i o n  and door openings of t h e  two facades, has made i t  impossible t o  
determine which of t h e  s i d e s  of t h e  bui ld ing was the  o r i g i n a l  ent rance  e leva t ion .  

- 
The Old Stone House is a smal l  s ing le -p i l e  s tone building wi th  a medium- 

p i t ched  gable  roof. The outs tanding s t r u c t u r a l  and decorat ive f e a t u r e  is  t h e  
18-inch t h i c k  coursed rubble w a l l s  and t h e  l a r g e  roughly dressed sandstone 
quoins t h a t  s t rengthen t h e  bu i ld ing ' s  corners.  I n t e r i o r  end chimneys of sandstone 
rubble  were a l s o  constructed,  al though only t h e  southeast  chimney has  survived.  
Four f i r e p l a c e s  were thus provided, one f o r  each room. 

- 
' SPEC 

The southeast  and northwest e l eva t ions  a r e  three  bays each with a door centered 
i n  each facade. Rectangular a t t i c  windows f l ank  the  i n t e r i o r  end chimneys in  
both  gab le  ends of the  building.  The southeas t  doorway issurmountedwith a 
rec tangu la r  transom. The window and door openings of the  Old Stone House are 
headed wi th  f l a t  s tone  arches. The e n t i r e  house measuresapproximately 37 f e e t  
a c r o s s  t h e  f r o n t  and 25 f e e t  along t h e  s ides .  

A narrow center  h a l l ,  d iv id ing t h e  house f r o n t  t o  r e a r ,  separa tes  t h e  two 
lower and two upper rooms. A s i n g l e - f l i g h t  s t a i r  r i s e s  t o  t h e  second f l o o r .  
Mortised and tenoned timbers and c r o s s  beams secured with wooden pegs form t h e  
t r u s s  system of t h e  roof ,  an i n d i c a t i o n  of 19th  century building customs, but  no t  
proof t h a t  t h e  beams form p a r t  of the  o r i g i n a l  roofing system. Mortise and 
tenon technology was i n  wide use  throughout the  19th century. 

Woodwork i n t h e h o u s e  has been a l t e r e d ,  removed o r  replaced wi th  later 
s u b s t i t u t e s ,  probably da t ing  from l a t e  antebellum times. A shed porch, perhaps 
of turn-of-the-century v intage ,  w a s  added t o  t h e  house, enclosed i n  p a r t ,  and 
l a t e r  extended t o  provide e x t r a  rooms f o r  20th century owners. 
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JNVENTION 

BUILDEA"ARCH'TECT S a u e l  Shrewsburv, S r  . 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

' The Old Stone House a t  B e l l e ,  Kanawhr County, West Virginia ,  i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  
example of trans-Allegheny p ioneer  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  Its heavy sands tone  coursed 
r u b b l e  w a l l s  are unusua l  f o r  t h e  l o c a l e   ere most h z ? ? i t a t i o ~ s  were c o n s t r u c t e d  
ot hewn hardwood l o g s  from t h e  v i r g i n  f o r z s t s .  The c i o i c e  of d u r a b l e  m a t e r i a l s  
was a r e f l e c t i o n  of t h e  prominence of t h e  Shrewsburg S ro the r s ,  Samuel, John and 
J o e l  who s e t t l e d  on t h e  l and ,  and of t h e i r  deternixxition t o  p e m a n e n t l y  r e s i d e  i n  
t h e  Great Kanawha Val ley .  

The Shrewsburys acqu i r ed  their Kanawha t r a c t  f r m  Col. John Dtckinson,  a 
prominent  V i r g i n i a  gentleman who fought  t h e  B r i t i s h  a t  t h e  B a t t l e  of Cowpens and t h e  
I n d i a n s  a t  t h e  Battle of P o i n t  P leasant .  Col. Dickinson pa ten ted  l a r g e  t r a c t s  
i n  w e s t e r n  V i r g i n i a  and Kentucky, i nc lud ing  t h e  famous S a l t  L icks  a t  the mouth 
of Campbell ' s  Creek i n  t h e  Kanawha Valley.  Samuel a d  John Shrewsbury marr ied  
d a u g h t e r s  of Col. Dickinson who l e f t  t h e  S ro the r s ,  i-, 1796, a 704 acre t r a c t  t h a t  
i nc luded  bo th  hill  and bottom land on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of t h e  Kanawha R ive r  e a s t  
of Char l e s ton .  T h i s  p rope r ty  w a s  c a l l e d  t h e  "Pioneer Property" i n  t h e  e a r l y  land- 
books. 

In  May 1795, Saxae l  and john l e f t  f o r  westerc  V i r g i n i t  z i t h  t h e i r  wives,  
c h i l d r e n ,  s l a v e s ,  household goods and o t h e r  possessicns lozded upon wagons. 

Samuel and John Shrewsbury b u i l t  t e q o r a r y  log houses and c l e a r e d  p a r t  of 
t h e i r  l a n d s .  S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  they  becane very a c t i v e  i n  t h e  booming salt 
b u s i n e s s  of t h e  Kaaawha Val ley  t h a t  cen te red  i n  the  region of t h e i r  p rope r ty .  
The Shrewsburys t h u s  acqu i r ed  a d d i t i o n a l  Troper tg  and some weal th .  

Samuel Shrewsbury b u i l t  c i r c a  1810 a s t o n e  house on h i s  o r i g i n a l  tract amidst  
t .  a .walmut  grove  that t r a d i t i o n  says  supp l l ed  t h e  bui lding with i n t e r i o r  woodwork 

and w a i n s c o t h g .  The house wit&ssed a growing movaent  of t r a f f i c  a long  t h e  
east-west a r t e r y  between Richmond and t h e  Ohio Basin callecl t h e  J a e s  R ive r  and 
Kanawha Turnpike. Asfde from t h e  l a r g e  =umbers of s e t t l e r s  pas s ing  a l o n g  b o t h  
banks of  t h e  r i v e r ,  herdsmen and s a l t  wagon d r i v e r s  passed by a lmos t  d a i l y .  The 
s t a g e  coach  s e r v i c e  between Lewisburg and Charleston was w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  
l a t e  1820s when t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  of t h e  Kanawha River vas  t h e  favored  r o u t e .  

Formal d i v i s i o n  of t h e  704 a c r e  Shrewsbury t r a c t  occurred i n  1830 when Samuel 
and John, who l i v e d  o n  t h e  land  peace fu l ly  toge ther  f o r  many y e a r s ,  dec ided  t o  
p r o v i d e  land  f o r  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  h e i r s .  The old house subsequent ly  remained i n  
t h e  hands of Shrewsbury descendants  u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  19 th  century.  
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