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I. Name 
historic Salem H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  

andlor common 

2. Location 
street & number - not for publication 

--- -- 

city, town Sa I  em - vicinity of congressional district F j r S t 

state West V i r g i n i a  code ' 54  code 0 3 3  - - - -  

3. Classification 
C v e 9 o r ~  Ownership Status Present Use 

district - public X occupied agriculture - museum 
- building(s) private unoccupied X commercial - park 
- structure both - work in progress - educational X private residence 
- site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment .-x- religious 
- object - in process - yes: restricted 2 government - scientific 

- being considered -&- yes: unrestricted - industrial 1 transportation 
- no - military - other: 

4. Owner of Property 
name Mu1 t i p l e  Ownership 

street & number 

city, town - vicinity of state 

5. Location of Leaal Descrintion 
courthouse,registryofdeeds,etc. H a r r i s o n  County Cour thouse  

street & number 301 West Main S t r e e t  

city, town C l a r k s b u r g ,  state W V 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
X title S 1 em H i  s t o  i c D i s tr i c t s urv e  v ' has this property been determined elegible? - yes - no 

date February  1980 . . - federal - X state - county - local 
Department  of  C u l t u r e  & H i s t o r y  

depositoryforsurveyrecords ‘Historic P r e s e r v a t i o n  U n i t  

city,town C h a r l e s t o n  . . 
state WV 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

S a l e m  H i s t o r i c  O i s t r i c t  S a l e m ,  H a r r i s o n  C o u n t y ,  W V  

CONTINUATION SHEET L o c a t i o n  ITEM N U M B E R  2 PAGE 2 

N o r t h  s i d e  o f  Main  S t r e e t  b e t w e e n  V a l l e y  S t .  a n d  E r w i n  S t ,  

N o r t h  s i d e  o f  Main  S t r e e t  b e t w e e n  V a l l e y  S t .  a n d  P e a r c y l R a n d o l p h  
r e s i d e n c e .  

S o u t h  s i d e  o f  Main  S t .  b e t w e e n  V a l l e y  S t .  a n d  E r w i n  S t .  

S o u t h  s i d e  o f  Main S t .  b e t w e e n  E r w i n  S t .  a n d  D a i r y  Dream 8. Lunch .  

W e s t  s i d e  o f  V a l l e y  S t .  b e t w e e n  High  S t .  a n d  Main S t .  

E a s t  s i d e  o f  V a l l e y  S t .  b e t w e e n  High  S t .  a n d  Main S t .  

E a s t  s i d e  o f  E r w i n  S t r e e t  b e t w e e n  High  S t .  a n d  Main S t .  

S o u t h  s i d e  o f  H igh  S t .  b e t w e e n  E r w i n  S t .  a n d  V a l l e y  S t .  

Bounded  by V a l l e y  S t r e e t ,  H igh  S t r e e t ,  E r w i n  S t r e e t ,  a n d  t h e  s o u t h  
s i d e  o f  Ma in  S t r e e t .  



7. Description 

Condition Check one C ck one 

-X 
- deteriorated 

- good - ruins A- altered m o v e d  date 

7? unaltered - original site 

- fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Salem was a smal l  r e s i d e n t t a l  community u n t i l  an o i l  boom 
developed t h e  a r e a  i n  1900 and i t  became a  small i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r .  
A major f i r e  i n  1902 burned t h e  e n t i r e  Main S t r e e t  bus iness  d i s t r i c t  
and sur rounding  a r e a .  Under a  m a j o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  e f f o r t ,  t he  
Sa l emi t e s  r e b u i l t  t h e  downtown a r e a ,  r e p l a c i n g  t he  wood s t r u c t u r e s  
w i t h  rows of  red b r i ck  b u i l d i n g s ,  Evidence of  t h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
per iod  remains today a s  the  most s i g n i f i c a n t  f e a t u r e  of downtown 
Salem. 

There a r e  41 bu i ld ings  i n  t h e  Salem H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t .  The boundary 
l i n e s  c l e a r l y  e n c l o s e  t h e  commerci,al d i s t r i c t  which i s  t h e  r e s u l t  
of t h a t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  e f f o r t  i n  1902. T h i s  nomination covers  t h e  
bus ines s  d i s t r i c t  a n d  i s  termf nated by t h e  Pearcy-Rand01 p h  House 
on West Main .  Due t o  t h e  l a r g e  commercial development of  t he  d i s t r i c t  
a r e a ,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  a r c h e o l o g i c a l  d i s c o v e r i e s .  

The D i s t r i c t  i s  commercial w i t h  t h e  excep t ion  of a  few r e s idences .  
Many o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  c o n t a i n  apar tments  o r  s t o r a g e  spaces  on t he  
second l e v e l  above the  shops.  The b u i l d i n g s  a r e  i n  good s t r u c t u r a l  
c o n d i t i o n .  Some r enova t ion  work i s  e v i d e n t  on t he  facades  o f  s e v e r a l  

I of t h e  b u i l d i n g s ,  a n d  i s  mainly l o c a t e d  on t h e  ground l e v e l ,  l e a v i n g  
t h e  upper l e v e l s  i n t a c t .  

The mixture  o f  b u i l d i n g  s t y l e s  a r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  s t y l e s  from 
t h e  19 th  cen tu ry  t o  the p r e s e n t .  The m a j o r i t y  of bu i ld ings  a r e  only  
t w o - s t o r i e s  t a l l  and a r e  of  t h e  row type des ign w i t h  s eve ra l  sha r ing  
common h a l l s .  D e t a i l i n g  on the  bu i ld ings  r e p r e s e n t  an e r a  o f  f i n e  
c r a f t smansh ip  a n d  q u a l i t y .  Most of  t h e  bu i ld ings  a r e  o f  b r ick  s t r u c t u r i n g  
w i t h  f acade  app l ique  of s t o n e  and wood. 

No major r enova t ion  has been done thus  f a r  w i t h  t h e  excep t ion  of 
i n d i v i d u a l  b u i l d i n g  owners. A s t udy  i s  being conducted f o r  t he  purpose '  
o f  r enova t ion  o f -  a l l  s t o r e  f r o n t s  i n  t h e  commercial d i s t r i c t .  

BUILDINGS OF NATIONAL, M A J O R ,  A N D  PIVOTAL SIGI4IFICAHCE: 

1. B & 0  Rai l road  S t a t i o n  , c.  1912 
One s t o r y  b r i ck  s t r u c t u r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  t h e  development of  i n d u s t r y  
of  Salem. The d i s t i n c t i v e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  
i n c l u d e s  i t s  f l a r e d - h i p  t i l e  r o o f ,  s t o n e  be1 t cou r se s ,  r eve r se -  
curved wood eaves  and bracke ted  eaves  o f  t h e  gab le  r o o f s  t h a t  
s h e l t e r  t h e  l a r g e  fan  shaped windows t h a t  brought nor th  and sou th  
l i g h t  i n t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t i c k e t / w a i t i n g  lobby. The w a l l s  below t h e  
window s i l l  b e l t  course  i s  b a t t e r e d .  B u i l t  by  I s s a c  F. Randolph. 

2. Cozy Corner , c. 1902 S.W. c o r n e r  of  Main S t .  and E r w i n  S t .  
This two-s tory  b r i ck  s t r u c t u r e  o r i g i n a l l y  housed t h e  Reymond Brewing 
Company and i n  1934 became t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  A.M. R i t t e r  and Sons 
meat b u s i n e s s .  Notable a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  bul l  d i n g  i nc lude  
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a r c h e d  windows w i t h  s t o n e  s i l l s ,  a r c h e d  e n t r a n c e s  wi th  s t o n e  
v o u s s i e r s ,  c o r b e l e d  p a r a p e t  w i t h  s t o n e  c o p i n g ,  b r i c k  be1 t c o u r s e  
and 4 5 "  a n g l e  c o r n e r s  a t  each  end o f  t h e  e a s t  e l e v a t i o n .  The 
d e s i g n  o f  t h e  br ickwork  t e s t e d  t h e  s k i l l  o f  i t s  nasons  and t h e  
c r a f t s m a n s h i p  i s  o f  h i g h e s t  q u a l i t y .  The wood trim i s  a l s o  
unique  i n  t h e  town showing t w i n  a r c h e s  and ca rved  a s t r a g a l  
columns i n  t h e  Main S t r e e t  e n t r a n c e .  

3 .  Salem B a p t i s t  Church c .  1913 153  E a s t  Main S t .  C o n s t r u c t e d  on 
a  s i t e  which o r i g i n a l l y  h e l d  t h e  o l d  Mountain S t a t e  Hotel (1868)  
t h i s  f i n e  masonry b u i l d i n g  i s  p r i n c i p a l  l y  Ronanesque Revival  
i n  s t y l e  w i t h  e l e m e n t s  o f  I t a l i a n a t e  s k i l l f u l l y  b lended i n .  
The b u i l d i n g  i s  b a s i c a l l y  b r i c k  d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  c u t  s t o n e  b e l t  
c o u r s e s ,  s i l l s ,  c o p i n g s ,  and k e y s t o n e  i n  a r c h e d  o p e n i n g s .  The 
f o u n d a t i o n  i s  random c o u r s e d  a s h l a r  s t o n e .  The t la in S t r e e t  
e n t r a n c e  i s  approached by c o n c r e t e  s t e p s  which beg in  a t  s t r e e t  
l e v e l  and end a t  t h e  s i d e w a l k  i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  Church. The 
s t e p s  a r e  f l a n k e d  by r e t a i n i n g  w a l l s  c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  l a r g e  c u t  
s t o n e s .  S i m i l a r  s t o n e  w a l l s  r e t a i n  t h e  lawn o f  t h e  church  grounds .  

4 .  F i r s t  Na t iona l  Bank c .  1902 101 E .  Main S t r e e t .  T h r e e - s t o r y  
s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e  was o r i g i n a l l y  t h e  f i r s t  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  i n  Salem 
u n t i  1  i t  burned i n  t h e  f i r e  o f  1901. The n a s o n r y  d e s i g n  i n c l u d e s  
deep  r e c e s s e d  h o r i z o n t a l  banding between 1  a r g e  a r c h e d  windows o f  
t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  t a l l  second and t h i r d  s t o r y  windows, and a  
g a r l a n d - G e c o r a t e d  a r c h i t r a v e  below a  d e n t i c u l a t e d  c o r n i c e .  There 
a r e  quoined  p i l a s t e r s  and a  curved  c o r n e r  bay which c o n t a i n e d  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  bank e n t r a n c e .  

U . S .  P o s t  O f f i c e  C .  1941 121 W. / l a i n  S t r e e t .  One-s tory  I n t e r m -  
t i o n a l s t y l e  s t r u c t u r e .  The P o s t a l  s e r v i c e  was e s t a b l  i s h e d  i n  1831 
and b e f o r e  i t s  p r e s e n t  s i t e  was l o c a t e d  i n  a  t a v e r n ,  r a i l r o a d  
s t a t i o n ,  and hardware  s t o r e .  The w h i t e  s t u c c o - f a c e d  nasonry  b u i l d i n g  
has  r e c e s s e d  f e n e s t r a t i o n  p a n e l s  and a d e c o r a t i v e  r e c e s s e d  main 
e n t r a n c e .  T h e  s e v e r e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e  i s  c a r r i e d  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  e n t i r e  s t r u c t u r e  i n c l u d i n g  l o a d i n g  dock canopy,  p e r f o r a t e d  
wa l l  p a n e l s  f o r  v e n t i l a t i o n ,  a n d  r e t a i n i n g  kral ls  which d e f i n e  s i t e  
b o u n d a r i e s .  A canvas  wa71 mural i s  l o c a t e d  on an i n t e r i o r  wal l  
and i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  b u s i n e s s  and i n d u s t r y  i n  Salem. The 
p a i n t i n g  i n c l u d e s  t h e  g l a s s  f a c t o r i e s ,  t h e  o i l  and gas  i n d u s t r y ,  
t h e  f a rming  i n d u s t r y ,  a  s t u d e n t  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
f i e l d  and a  f i g u r e  o f  14r. G.C.  Ross ,  S a l e n ' s  f i r s t  p o s t n a s t e r .  
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B r i s s e y  I n s u r a n c e  B u i l d i n g  c .  1902  105  W. b la in  S t r e e t .  
Two and  one h a l f  s t o r y ,  masonry  b u i l d i n g  on  t h e  N.W. c o r n e r  
o f  b la in  and Water  St . .  T h i s  i s  one o f  t h e  mos t  i m p o s i n g  
s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  w i t h  a  s t o n e  w a t e r  t a b l e ,  co l umned  
e n t r y ,  wood and  g l a s s  s t o r e f r o n t s ,  and a r c h e d  w i n d o w  u s i n g  
s t o n e  v o u s s o i r s .  The p i l a s t e r s  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  a r e  
t o p p e d  w i t h  c a r v e d  s t o n e  c a p i t a l s  and t h e  e n t i r e  a r e a  i s  
t e r m i n a t e d  w i t h  a  p r o j e c t e d  s t o n e  band. The h a l f - s t o r y  
e n t a b l a t u r e  i s  p i e r c e d  w i t h  f e n e s t r a t i o n  p a n e l s  d i r e c t l y  above 
f i r s t  and second  s t o r y  w indows .  The d e c o r a t i v e  m e t a l  i s  
capped  w i t h  a deep e x t e n d e d  p a r a p e t  c o r n i c e .  The c o r n e r  o f  
t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  r ounded .  

P e a r c y - R a n d o l p h  House c .  1900  157  W .  M a i n  S t r e e t .  Two- 
s t o r y  Queen-Ann s t r u c t u r e ,  f o r m e r  home o f  J e n n i n g s  Rando lph ,  
S e n a t o r  i n  t h e  U.S. Congress  s i n c e  1958. S e n a t o r  Rando lph  
f i r s t  e n t e r e d  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  as  a  Congressman i n  1933.  The 
Queen Ann house  has  a  h i p  r o o f  and s t e e p  g a b l e s .  The re  i s  
a p r o j e c t i n g  g a b l e  and  a  hexagon  shaped t u r r e t .  The p o r c h  
e n c i r c l e s  t h e  house  e x t e n d i n g  f r o m  t h e  f r o n t  t o  t h e  s i d e  e n t r a n c e .  

8 .  I r l i l s o n  B u i l d i n g  c .  1902  1 0 2  E. M a i n  S t . .  T w o - s t o r y  b r i c k  
b u i l d i n g  i s  a  compan ion  t o  t h e  50 S t a t e  Real  E s t a t e  build in^. 
One o f  t h e  more e l a b o r a t e  b u i l d i n g s  i n  town,  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
f e a t u r e s  i n c l u d e  b r a c k e t e d  wood c o r n i c e  work  a t  t h e  p a r a p e t ,  
t h r e e  f i n e  wood f r a m e d  45 '  bay  windows w i t h  d e n t i l e d  c o r n i c e s  
and  p a n e l e d  s p a n d r e l s ,  and a d e n t i l e d  c o r n i c e  a c r o s s  
t h e  s t o r e f r o n t  a r e a s  j u s t  b e l o w  t h e  bay  windows. f luch o f  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  wood t r i m  f o r  t h e  s t o r e f r o n t s  has been p r e s e r v e d .  

BUILDINGS SIGNIFICANT AS CONTRIBUTING TO THE HISTORICAL/ARCHITECTURAL 
AMBIEiiCE OF THE ENTIRE DISTRICT 

1. IOOF B u i l d i n g  c .  1895 V a l l e y  S t .  T w o - s t o r y  wood f r a m e  
b u i l d i n g  w i t h  c l a p b o a r d  s i d i n g .  T h i s  b u i l d i n g  i s  t y p i c a l  o f  
t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g s  d e s t r o y e d  i n  t h e  1901 f i r e .  The 
t o p  f l o o r  was removed  i n  t h e  1 9 6 0 ' s .  

2. VFW B u i l d i n q  c .  1902  H i g h  S t .  and  V a l l e y  S t .  
T h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  c o m m e r c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  

3. F a n c h e r ' s  Mea t  c. 1902  117 M a i n  S t .  T w o - s t o r y  wood f rame 
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b u i l d i n g  w i t h  o r i g i n a l  s t o r e f r o n t s .  T h e r e  a r e  no d i s t i n c t  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  a b o u t  t h i s  b u i l d i n g .  

4 .  C o l l e g e  I n n  c .  1 9 0 2  1 1 5  U. Main S t .  T w o - s t o r y  wood f r a m e  
b u i l d i n g .  O r i g i n a l  s t o r e f r o n t s  a n d  45' b a y  window.  

5. S t a t e  A B C  S t o r e / G e n e t t a l s  F a s h i o n  c .  1 9 0 2  1 0 9  Main S t .  
t w o - s t o r y  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  two i n d i v i d u a l  
s t o r e s ,  o r i g i n a l  s t o r e f r o n t  o n  1 / 2  f a c a d e ,  

6 .  S a l e m  A u t o  S t o r e  C. 1 9 0 2  59  W a t e r  S t r e e t .  T w o - s t o r y  
b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  f l a t  a r c h  window h e a d s ,  s t o n e  s i l l s ,  
b r a c k e t e d  p a r a p e t  c o r n i c e  a n d  t y p i c a l  s t o r e f r o n t  f r a m i n g  a n d  
c o r n i c e  o f  c a r v e d  wood.  

7.  H e r i t a g e  M a r k e t  c .  1 9 0 2  1 0 6  E .  Main  S t ,  The  H e r i t a g e  t l a r k e t  
t e m b r a c e s  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  b u i  1  d i  ng f a c a d e s .  The t h r e e  b u i  1  d i n g s  

l a c k  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  s t o r i e s ,  b e i n g  
d i f f e r e n t  h e i g h t s  a n d  v a r y i n g  i n  d e g r e e s  o f  b r i c k  d e c o r a t i o n .  
The  f i r s t  f l o o r  s t o r e f r o n t s  a r e  c o m p l e t e l y  c o v e r e d  by a n  
i n s e n s i t i v e  s k i n  o f  a l u m i n u m  s i d i n g  w h i c h  h i d e s  a n d  i g n o r e s  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c .  

8. M c I n t y r e  U p h o l s t r y / S e a r s  c .  1 9 0 2  1 2 3  E. t l a i n  S t r e e t .  T h i s  
b u i l d i n q  s h o w s  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  f a c a d e  d i v i s i o n s .  T h e  f i r s t  
f l o o r  h a s  two  s t o r e  f r o n t  b a y s  s e p a r a t e d  by a  d o o r  t o  t h e  c e n t e r  
s t a i r  w e l l .  The s e c o n d  s t o r y  h a s  2 e x t e n d e d  b a y  windows  
c e n t e r e d  o v e r  t h e  s t o r e f r o n t s  a n d  a n  a r c h e d  h e a d  window l o c a t e d  
o v e r  t h e  c e n t e r  d o o r .  The t h i r d  s t o r y  h a s  s i x  a r c h e d  h e a d  
w i n d o w s  a n d  t h e  e n t i r e  b u i l d i n g  i s  t o p p e d  by a  c o r b e l e d  a n d  
d e c o r a t e d  b r i c k  c o r n i c e .  

9 .  C a r p e t  B a r n / B u d 8 s  Lunch  c .  1 9 0 2  1 3 3  E. [ . l a in  S t .  A d i a m o n d  
s h a p e d  p a t t e r n  o f  l i g h t - c o l o r e d  b r i c k s  d e c o r a t e s  t he  a r c h i t r a v e  
o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  d i r e c t l y  b e l o w  a n  e x t e n d e d  p a r a p e t  s u p p o r t e d  
by c o r b e l e d  d e n t i l s .  S e c o n d  f l o o r  w i n d o w s  h a v e  b r a c k e t e d  
s t o n e  l i n t e l s  a n d  a  common c o n t i n u o u s  s t o n e  s i l l  a c r o s s  t h e  
b u i l d i n g .  T h e r e  a r e  two  s t o r e f r o n t  s e c t i o n s  a n d  a c e n t e r  
e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r  s t a i r .  

1 0 .  : , l o o r e i s  R e s t a u r a n t /  H & P S t o r e  c .  1 9 0 2  1 3 7  E .  Main S t r e e t .  
T w o - s t o r y  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  e m b r a c e s  two s e p a r a t e  f a c a d e  d i v i s i o n s .  
The ~ e s t a u r a n t  h a s  a  c a n o p i e d  e n t r a n c e  o v e r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t o r e -  
f r o n t .  The  o r i g i n a l  s t o r e f r o n t  o f  t h e  H & P b u i l d i n g  h a s  been  



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

Salem H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  Salem, H a r r i s o n  County, !IV 

CONTl NUATION SHEET ITEMNUMBER PAGE 5 

c o m p l e t e l y  r e n o v a t e d  b u t  t h e  second  f l o o r  shows a  c o n t i n u o u s  
band of  s t o n e  a c r o s s  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  s e r v e s  a s  window s i l l s  
a s  we l l  a s  d e c o r a t i v e  e l e m e n t s .  Above t h e  windows a  two 
f o o t  h igh  c o r b e l e d  b r i c k  a r e a  i s  topped by a n o t h e r  band o f  
s t o n e .  The p a r a p e t  e x t e n d s  above t h i s  band. 

1 1  D o l l a r  Genera l  S t o r e  c .  1902  143 E .  ! fa in S t r e e t  
T h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  on N.W. c o r n e r  o f  Main S t r e e t  & 
Erwin s t r e e t .  Former s i t e  o f  Furbee  House, b u i l t  by t h e  Randolph 
f a m i l y .  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h i s  a l l  n a s o n r y  b u i l d i n g  
i s  no ted  by the  d e c o r a t i v e  use o f  m u l t i c o l o r  b r i c k  f o r  c o p i n g ,  
p i l a s t e r s ,  window s i l l s  and f r i e z e  a t  t h i r d  f l o o r  c e i l i n g  l i n e .  

12.  Salem Drug S t o r e  c .  1902 100 bl. Main S t r e e t  
Two-story b r i c k  b u i l d i n g .  Two s t o r e f r o n t  bays which have been 
r e n o v a t e d  and an e n t r a n c e  bay f o r  t h e  second- f l o o r  occupancy.  
A s i m p l e  c o r n i c e  t o p s  t h e  b u i l d i n g  and a s i m i l a r  c o r n i c e  banding  
marks t h e  head o f  a l l  s t o r e f r o n t  bays.  

13 .  5 0 - S t a t e  Real E s t a t e / N a t i o n w i d e  I n s u r a n c e  c .  1902 97 E .  !lain S t .  
Two-story b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  one c e n t e r  bav window. The bav 
i s  f l a n k e d  by i d e n t i c a l  windows hav ing  a  c o n t i n u o u s  l i n t e l  band 
i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  f r i e z e  o f  t h e  bay window. C h a r l e s  A .  F .  Randolph, 
b u i  1  d e r .  

14.  E & E P i z z a  c .  1902 106 Main S t r e e t  
Two-story b r i c k  commercial  b u i l d i n q .  I-Iany e l e m e n t s  o f  o r i s i n a l  
f a b r i c  remain i n  t h e  f a c a d e  o f  t h i i  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  d e c o r a t i i e  
mu1 1  i o n s  and c a s t  i r o n  p i l a s t e r s  o f  t h e  s t o r e f r o n t ,  s t o n e  window 
l i n t e l s  and s i l l s ,  and a  s i m p l e  t h r e e - p i e c e  f a s c i a  a t  t h e  p a r a p e t  
l e v e l .  

15. C a r d i n a l  Rea1 ty /Rhea1s  Beauty Bar c .  1902 110  E.  : la in  S t r e e t  
Two-story b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  many o r i g i n a l  1902 m a t e r i a l s  s t i l l  
r e t a i n e d .  Upper windotrs have s t o n e  l i n t e l s  and s i l l s .  The 
p r o j e c t i n g  p a r a p e t  c o r n i c e  i s  c o v e r e d  by nodern  n a t e r i a l s .  

16. Salem F l o r i s t s l H e l e n e s  Beauty S a l o n  c, 1902 1 1 2  E .  Hain S t r e e t  
Two-story c o n n e r i c a l  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g .  A t y p i c a l  e a r l y  1 9 t h -  
c e n t u r y  b r i c k  s t o r e f r o n t  b u i l d i n g .  The f a c a d e  i s  broken by a  
h o r i z o n t a l  c o r n i c e  above t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t o r e f r o n t  o p e n i n g s ,  and 
v e r t i c a l l y  by s l i g h t l y  p r o j e c t e d  p i l a s t e r s .  
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The Huddle c .  1902 118 E .  Hain S t r e e t  
Two-story commercial  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e .  Decora ted  w i t h  c o r b e l e d  
b r i c k  c o r n i c e ,  s t o n e  l i n t e l s  and s i l l s  and t y p i c a l  e a r l y  1 9 t h -  
c e n t u r y  s t o r e f r o n t  d imens ions .  

Salem F u r n i t u r e  c .  1 9 3 0 ' s  144 E .  Main S t r e e t  
Th i s  o n e - s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  i s  composed o f  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  u n i t s .  
The wood frame p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  t y p i c a l  o f  v e r n a c u l a r  
s t o r e f r o n t s  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  The b r i c k  b u i l d i n g ,  
f o r m e r l y  an a u t o m o b i l e  s e r v i c e  s t a t i o n ,  i s  t y p i c a l  o f  f r a n c h i s e  
b u i l d i n g  d e s i g n  e r e c t e d  by t h e  Pure  Oi l  Company t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
Uni ted  S t a t e s  i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s  and 1 9 4 0 ' s .  The s i g n i f i c a n t  a r c h i -  
t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  i n c l u d e  s t e e p  t i l e  r o o f s ,  
b r i c k  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i t h  o c c a s i o n a l  p r o j e c t i n g  s t r e t c h e r s ,  bay 
windows w i t h  meta l  hoods ,  and t h e  downspouts have l e a d e r  heads 
w i t h  monogranmed " P "  on t h e n .  The s t a t i o n s  were g e n e r a l l y  
p a i n t e d  w h i t e  w i t h  b l u e  trim. 

Dai ry  Dream & Lunch c .  1 s t  q u a r t e r  1 9 t h - c e n t u r y  154 E .  Main S t .  
The b u i l d i n g  i s  a  we11 p r e s e r v e d  v e r n a c u l a r  wood frame b u i l d i n g  
w i t h  drop  s i d i n g ,  c o r n e r  t r i m ,  and s t o c k  wood d o o r s  and window 
s a s h .  

PION-CONF0RI:lIIJG STRUCTURES DETRACTIrJG FRO!! T H E  INTEGRITY O F  
T H E  DISTRICT 

Cos t  P l u s  T i r e s  Va l l ey  S t r e e t  
One-s to ry  modern commercial  b u i l d i n g .  

Garage & S t o r a g e  V a l l e y  S t r e e t  
One-s to ry  modern comner i ca l  b u i l d i n g .  

Dai ry  Mart Foods 113  !lain S t r e e t  
One-s to ry  modern cornmerical bui l d i n g .  

M i k e  F l a n n i g a n  Ford S a l e s  57 H i g h  
The s i t e  was p r e v i o u s l y  o c c u p i e d  by 

S t r e e t  
"The P a l a c e  Livery'! 

14ai n S t r e e t  P a r k i n g  119 Ilain S t r e e t  
T h e  s i t e  was p r e v i o u s l y  o c c u p i e d  by "The P a l a c e  L i v e r y "  w i t h  
t h e  s i t e  above .  
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Ben F r a n k l i n  S t o r e  1 1 9  E .  Main S t r e e t  
O n e - s t o r y  modern b r i c k  commerc ia l  b u i l d i n g .  The s t o r e  embraces  
two s e p a r a t e  s t o r e f r o n t s .  The o t h e r  p o r t i o n  b e i n g  e r e c t e d  i n  
1905  b u t  h a s  l i t t l e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

Wood S t o v e  Shop 58 E .  H i g h  S t r e e t  
O n e - s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a s t b r e f r o n t  a d a p t a t i o n  i n  t h e  
o p e n i n g  o f  a  f o r m e r  g a r a g e .  

D o c t o r ' s  O f f i c e  151  E .  Hain S t r e e t  
Two-s to ry  2 0 t h - c e n t u r y  masonry b u i l d i n g .  

Mid-Town Auto S a l e s  Main S t r e e t  
f h e  o n l y  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  n o t e d  
i n  t h e  d e c o r a t i v e  b r i c k w o r k  and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s h a p e s  c o n t a i n e d  
i n  t h e  r o o f  p a r a p e t .  

V a c a n t  B u i l d i n g  E a s t  Main S t r e e t  
S i n g l e - s t o r y  wood f r ame  s t r u c t u r e  which i s  c u r r e n t l y  v a c a n t .  

C i t y  R e s t a u r a n t / T h e  P l a n t e r  Room 104 bl .  / l a i n  S t r e e t  
T h i s  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  i s  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  a  t w o - s t o r y  and one-  
s t o r y  b u i l d i n g .  T h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  o r n a m e n t a t i o n  on 
e i  t h e r  f a c a d e .  

S c o t t  O i l  and  Gas Lo t  S o u t h w e s t  C o r n e r  o f  V a l l e y  and  High S t .  
O n e - s t o r y  commerc ia l  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  v ~ h i c h  i s  j o i n e d  t o  t h e  
t h r e e - s  t o r y  VFW b u i l d i n g .  The re  a r e  no a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  
o f  n o t e .  

Randolph R e s i d e n c e  c .  1 9 6 8  64 E .  H i g h  S t r e e t  
S i n q l e - s t o r v  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a1  uninum s i d i n q  on one  f a c a d e .  
~ o c a t e d  on t h e  s i t e  o f  a  f o r m e r  h o t e l  b u i l d i n g  o f  c .  1938.  

G I; E Dry C l e a n e r s  c .  1902  120  E .  !,lain S t r e e t  
Two-s to ry  commerc ia l  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e .  T h i s  masonry b u i l d i n g  
h a s  no h i s t o r i c  o r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  e x c e p t  f o r  c o l o r e d  
b r i c k  b a n d i n g  and  trim t o  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t h e  b u f f  b a s i c  b u i l d i n g  
b r i c k .  



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1 499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1 799 

1800-1 899 
-X- 1900- 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below X - archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e  religion 
archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 

-.f agriculture - economics - literature - sculpture 
- architecture - education - military - social/ 
- art - engineering - music humanitarian 
- commerce explorationisettlernent - philosophy theater 
- communications 1 industry _. politics/government 7(- transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1  9 0  2 - 4 1  BuilderlArchitect 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Salem H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  i s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  and a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  
s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h a t  most o f  i t s  Main S t r e e t  b u i l d i n g s  d a t e  d i r e c t l y  
t o  a  s p e c i f i c  p o i n t  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  town 's  development .  The 
p e r i o d  i s  1901-1902 a f t e r  a  g r e a t  f i r e  had d e s t r o y e d  t h e  commercial  
community. The f i r e  was t h e  r e s u l t  o f  c o n f l i c t  between t h e  "wet"  
and " d r y "  moral f a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  town who were w a r r i n g  o v e r  t h e  s o  
c a l l e d  "moral d e t e r i o r a t i o n "  o f  t h e  community d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  o i l  boom which b r o u g h t  an i n s t a n t  p o p u l a t i o n  
e x p l o s i o n .  The g r e a t  I n f l u x  o f  o i l - f i e l d  worker-s and t h o s e  " s u p p o r t "  
b u s i n e s s e s  which f o l l o w e d  d i s r u p t e d  t h e  l i f e - s t y l e  o f  a  p r e v i o u s l y  
a g r a r i a n  s o c i e t y .  C o n f l i c t  was i n e v i t a b l e .  

Immigrants  moving i n t o  H a r r i s o n  County c o n s i s t e d  o f  S c o t c h - I r i s h  
s e t t l e r s  and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  war v e t e r a n s .  H a r r i s o n  County was formed 
from Monongalia County i n  1784 and named f o r  Benjamin H a r r i s o n ,  a 
n a t i v e  o f  C h a r l e s  C i t y  County, V i r g i n i a .  He was a  s i g n e r  o f  t h e  
D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  Independence ,  Governor o f  V i r g i n i a  from 1781 -1 784, 
and f a t h e r  o f  Genera1 Wil l iam Henry H a r r i s o n ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  
U n i  t e d  S t a t e s .  

The f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  t o  come t o  'New Salem" i n  1790 were f o r t y  
f a m i l i e s  o f  members o f  t h e  Church o f  t h e  Seventh  Day B a p t i s t  denomina- 
t i o n .  The f a m i l i e s  had f i r s t  m i g r a t e d  t o  White Day Creek ,  Monongalia 
County, V i r g i n i a  and were pe r suaded  t o  move t o  Salem by Samuel F i t z  
Rand01 ph. Randolph,  a  n a t i v e  o f  s o u t h w e s t e r n  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  had 
purchased  f o u r  hundred a c r e s  o f  l a n d  from t h e  widow o f  Joseph Swea.ringen 
f o r  t h e  pu rpose  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  Mew Salem. 

The s e t t l e m e n t ,  l o c a t e d  on t h e  headwate r s  of  Tenmile Creek ,  c o n s i s t e d  
o f  c r u d e  l o g  c a b i n s  s u r r o u n d i n g  a  c e n t r a l  s t o c k a d e  which was b u i l t  f o r  
p r o t e c t i o n  from I n d i a n  a t t a c k s .  The p i o n e e r s  had a r r i v e d  i n  Salem w i t h  
o n l y  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n s  t h e y  c o u l d  c a r r y  and knew fa rming  a s  t h e  o n l y  
way o f  l i f e .  P r o v i d i n g  food f o r  t h e  l a r g e  number of  p e o p l e  was d i f f i c u l t .  

A new group o f  s e t t l e r s  came t o  t h e  Salem a r e a  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 0 0 ' s .  
They were I r i s h  and were r e g a r d e d  a s  s t r a n g e r s .  They were e x c l u d e d  
from t h e  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e t t l e r s  p r i n c i p a l l y  
because  t h e y  b r o u g h t  w i t h  them a  new r e l i g i o n  s t r a n g e  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
I t  was s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  f i t  i n  w i t h  such  an " a r i s t o c r a t i c  town". 

The Nor thwes te rn  Turnp ike  was b u i l t  t h r o u g h  Salem i n  1838 by a  
Mr. Fenton ,  Who immigra ted  t o  Salem f o r  t h e  pu rpose  of  e s t a b l i s h i n g  
a  c o n t r a c t i n g  b u s i n e s s .  He b u i l t  a  l o g  b u i l d i n g  a c r o s s  from Samuel 
F i t z  Randolph ' s  t a v e r n  and opened t h e  f i r s t  s t o r e  t o  e x i s t  i n  Salem. 
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Randolph ' s  t a v e r n  became a  s t o p  f o r  t h e  s t a g e  coaches  t h a t  
t r a v e l e d  t h e  t u r n p i k e ,  and a s  such  had i t s  most p r o s p e r o u s  y e a r s .  
The t a v e r n  p rov ided  a  r e s t  s t o p  f o r  p a s s e n g e r s  and h o r s e s  a l i k e  and 
i t  was a l s o  used a s  a  d e l i v e r y  p o i n t  f o r  t h e  Salem n a i l .  The need 
f o r  t h e  t a v e r n  d i m i n i s h e d  when t r a i n s  began t o  r u n  t h r o u g h  Salem 
i n  1857.  

The c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  B a l t i m o r e  and Ohio R a i l r o a d  was 
comple ted  i n  1856 and I s a a c  F. Randolph was c o n t r a c t e d  t o  b u i l d  
a  r a i l r o a d  d e p o t .  Hi t h  t h e  e s t a b l  i s h n e n t  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  commercial  
b u i l d i n g s  s p r u n g  u p  w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  demands o f  a  
growing town. Food s u p p l i e s  improved f o r  t h e  community because  
by 1890,  wheat  f l o u r  c o u l d  be c a r r i e d  i n t o  Salem by t h e  r a i l r o a d .  

The l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  and e a r l y  1900 b rough t  a  s p i r i t  
t of hope f o r  t h e  sma l l  community. Wells  viere be ing  d r i l l e d  i n  s e a r c h  

o f  o i l  under  t h e  l a n d .  Oi l  workers  and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  began 
moving t o  Salem i n  hopes o f  e n t e r i n g  t h e  o i l  p r o f e s s i o n  o r  e s t a b -  
1  i s h i n g  s u p p o r t i n g  b u s i n e s s e s .  Consequen t ly ,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  
doub led  and t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  o i l  c r e a t e d  a  "boom" f o r  t h e  town. 
S t r a n g e r s  poured i n t o  Salem and c a r p e n t e r s  b u i l t  c a v e r n o u s ,  j e r r y  
b u i l t  houses  t o  r e n t  t o  t h e  o i l  worke r s .  Oil  s u p p l i e r ' s  a r r i v e d  
t o  s e r v e  t h e  needs  of  t h e  pe t ro leum i n d u s t r y  and s u p p o r t e d  S a l e m ' s  
f i r s t  i n d u s t r y .  The Salem Bank, t h e  town 's  f i r s t  f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i -  
t u t i o n  was opened i n  1898,  s i g n i f y i n g  t h e  growth o f  Salem. 

Along w i t h  t h e  newcomers came a  new s t y l e  of  l i v i n g  f o r  t h e  
community. Gambling dens  and s a l o o n s  were opened t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  
w h i m s  o f  t h e  o i l  worke r s  and t o  h e l p  s e p a r a t e  them f r o n  t h e i r  
e a r n i n g s .  In  1901 t h e r e  were f o u r t e e n  s a l o o n s ,  o f  which o n l y  one 
was l i c e n s e d .  Led by t h e  c le rgymen,  many o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  
c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  town, " t h e  d r y s " ,  immedia te ly  began t o  wage a 
two y e a r  l o n g  war on t h e  town u n d e s i r a b l e s  whon t h e y  te rmed t h e  

"wets  ". The "we t s"  bought  t h e  town newspaper b u s i n e s s  e x p e c t i n g  
t o  " e d u c a t e  t h e  town i n  f a v o r  o f  l i q u o r  l i c e n s i n g . "  F i v e  c le rgymen 
o r g a n i z e d  a  company and bought  t h e  neuspaper  b u s i n e s s  back i n  an 
a t t e m p t  t o  e x t i n g u i s h  t h e  p u b l i c i t y  campaign o f  t h e  "wets" .  

W i t h i n  two hours  o f  t h e  s a l e ,  a f i r e  was s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  p r i n t  
house .  The f i r e  r a g e d  o u t  o f  c o n t r o l  and s t e a d i l y  burned a l l  t h e  
b u i l d i n g s  on Main S t r e e t  ( f o r m a l l y  c a l l e d  P i k e )  from Water S t r e e t  
t o  E r w i n  S t r e e t  and t h e n  sou thward .  Consequen t ly ,  t h e  1901 f i r e  
burned o u t  t h e  e x c e s s e s  o f  t h e  boon days f o r  Salem. 
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The c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  town j o i n e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  an a t t e m p t  t o  
r e b u i l d  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t .  By 1902,  Salem had new rows 
o f  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g s  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  wood s t r u c t u r e s  which had been 
p u t  u p  h a p h a z a r d l y  i n  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  Evidence o f  t h i s  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  p e r i o d  remains  today  a s  t h e  pr imary  h i s t o r i c a l l y  
s i g n i f i c a n t  f e a t u r e  of  downtown Salem. I t  i s  unique t o  have such  
a l a r g e  a r e a  o f  a  town e r e c t e d  under  one major  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
program. 

The two m i l e  l o n g  f4ain S t r e e t  has  changed ve ry  l i t t l e  i n  
a p p e a r a n c e  s i n c e  t h e  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  was r e b u i l t  a f t e r  t h e  1301 
f i r e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Dorothy B e l l e  Davis ,  n a t i v e  and h i s t o r i a n  o f  
Salem. There  have been a  nunber  o f  nodern i n t r u s i o n s  w i t h  t h e  
D i s t r i c t ,  b u t  i t s  c h a r a c t e r  i s  s t i l l  i n t a c t  and p r o v i d e s  an 
e x c e l  l e n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  mass r e n o v a t i o n .  

! 

In 1 9 0 2 ,  a new i n d u s t r y  was b rough t  t o  t h e  town. A g l a s s  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  p l a n t  was b u i l t  due t o  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of  n a t u r a l  
gas  a s  f u e l  f o r  i t s  f u r n a c e s .  A n  i n f l u x  o f  workmen and s k i l l e d  
g l a s s  blowing c r a f t s m e n  from Be1 gi un and France  f i l l e d  a l l  a v a i l  - 
a b l e  h o u s i n g .  G lass  f a c t o r i e s  s p r u n g  u p  r a p i d l y  and Salem a g a i n  
e n j o y e d  a  p e r i o d  o f  p r o s p e r i t y  and s e c u r i t y .  

S o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a g a i n  p layed  an i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e  l i v e s  
o f  Salem r e s i d e n t s .  A c lubhouse  was b u i l t  where eve ryone  g a t h e r e d  
t o  d a n c e ,  p l a y  c a r d s ,  p i c n i c  e t c .  Downtown Salem was a l s o  a  
major  c e n t e r  o f  e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  Crowds o f  p e o p l e  g a t h e r e d  a t  Salem 
D r u g  S t o r e  t o  c a t c h  u p  on g o s s i p  o r  j u s t  t o  "people-watch" .  The 
Salem D r u g  S t o r e  was t y p i c a l  o f  such  e s t a b l i s h n e n t s  o f  t h e  e a r l y  
1 9 0 0 ' s .  The s t o r e s  s e r v e d  many more needs than  t h e  drug  s t o r e  t o d a y ,  
such  a s  a  g a t h e r i n g  p l a c e ,  t i c k e t  o f f i c e ,  and f o o d  s u p p l y  c e n t e r .  
The t r a d i t i o n  o f  t h e  S a t u r d a y  n i g h t  g a t h e r i n g s  ended w i t h  t h e  a d v e n t  
o f  t h e  t e l e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  1 9 5 0 ' s .  

During t h e  m i d  1 9 2 0 1 s ,  g l a s s  f a c t o r i e s  i n  o t h e r  c o m n u n i t i e s  
began d e v e l o p i n g  machine-blorrn g l a s s  p r o d u c t s  which i n c r e a s e d  
p r o d u c t i o n  and were more economica l .  Thus, t h e  demand f o r  handblown 
g l a s s  workers  d e c r e a s e d  and many o f  t h e  worke r s  l e f t  S a l e n  f o r  o t h e r  
communi t ies ,  e n d i n g  a n o t h e r  "boom" e r a  f o r  Salem. 

S a l e m ' s  p r imary  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  
I n n o v a t i v e  i d e a s  i n  e d u c a t i o n  were begun 
s t a r t e d  t h e  Academy i n  Salem a f t e r  t h e  C 

a r e a  was e d u c a t i o n .  
by P r e s t o n  Randolph who 

i v i l  I lar.  Community 
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s u p p o r t  i s  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  an  I n d u s t r i a l  S c h o o l  i n  
t h e  l a t e  1 8 0 0 ' s .  I n  o r d e r  t o  r a i s e  t h e  l a r g e  amoun t  o f  money n e e d e d  
t o  b u y  l a n d  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l ,  S a l e m i t e s  s o l d  s h a r e s  o f  s t o c k  t o  e a c h  
o t h e r  u n t i l  t h e  l a n d  was p a i d  f o r .  The I n d u s t r i a l  S c h o o l  a n d  
t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  S a l e m  C o l l e g e  b r o u g h t  n u c h  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  town.  

B e f o r e  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  b u i l t ,  c l a s s  w e r e  h e l d  i n  p r i v a t e  
h o n e s  a n d  o n  t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r  o f  t h e  I n d e p e n d e n t  O r d e r  o f  O d d f e l l o w s  
B u i l d i n g ,  w h i c h  i s  s t i l l  s t a n d i n g  o n  W a t e r  S t r e e t .  By 1906,  t h e r e  
w e r e  f o u r  h i g h  s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  c o u n t y .  A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  n o  r e c o r d  
o f  t h e  p e r s o n  who c r e a t e d  t h e  i d e a  o f  e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d  e d u c a t i o n ,  
S a l e m  was o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  t o m s  i n  N e s t  V i r g i n i a  t o  h a v e  a  
k i n d e r g a r t e n .  

Unaware  o f  t h e  l o n g  t e r m  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e i r  p l a n ,  t h e  f i r s t  
s e t t l e r s  o f  Sa lem d e v e l o p e d  M a i n  S t r e e t  and  s e v e r a l  b u s i n e s s  a r e a s  
o v e r  t h e  b e d  o f  J a c o b ' s  Run j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  s t r e a m  f l o w s  i n t o  
Tenrni l e  C r e e k .  T h i s  l o c a t i o n  o f  c o m m u n i t y  e l e n e n t s  c a u s e d  s e v e r e  
f l o o d i n g  a n d  d e s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t .  

A f t e r  g a i n i n g  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  a p p r o v a l ,  t h e  U p p e r  
T e n n i  l e  W a t e r s h e d  F l o o d  C o n t r o l  P r o j e c t  v!as i n p l e n e n t e d  i n  1 9 5 7  
w i t h  a  F e d e r a l  G r a n t  o f  $366,000.(10. The p l a n  s t a b i l i z e d  a n d  
c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  w a t e r  r u n n i n g  down c h a n n e l s  o f  S a l e m  F o r k  
o f  T e n m i l e  a t  a  g i v e n  t i n e ,  a l l o w i n g  t h e  t r e a t e d  l a n d  t o  s o a k  up 
t h e  w a t e r ,  s l o w i n g  down t h e  r a t e  o f  s u r f a c e  w a t e r  r u n o f f .  S i n c e  
t h e  p r o j e c t ' s  c o n p l e t i o n  i n  1958 ,  S a l e m  h a s  n o t  s u f f e r e d  a f l o o d .  
The U p p e r  T e n n i l e  W a t e r s h e d  p r o j e c t  won t h e  h o n o r  o f  b e i n g  t h e  f i r s t  
o f  s e v e r a l  w a t e r s h e d  p r o j e c t s  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  C o n g r e s s  t o  be  f i n i s h e d  
w i t h i n  t h e  t i m e  s p e c i f i e d .  

S a l e m  h a s  c h a n g e d  f r o m  a  b o o m i n g  i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r  t o  a  q u i e t  
b u t  v i a b l e  r e s i d e n t i a l  t o w n .  Even t h o u g h  p r o g r e s s  has  s u p p l a n t e d  
t r a d i t i o n ,  t h e  S a l e m  c o m m u n i t y  f o r e f a t h e r s  l e f t  e v i d e n c e  o f  w h a t  
t h e  boom d a y s  h a d  p r o d u c e d .  

The r e b u i l d i n g  o f  down town  S a l e m  has l e f t  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e c o r d  
o f  p a r t i c u l a r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e s ,  b u i l d i n g  m e t h o d s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l  
c r a f t s m a n s h i p .  It i s  u n i q u e  when a n  e n t i r e  d i s t r i c t  c a n  be 
d o c u m e n t e d  t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  t i n e  i n  h i s t o r y .  T h i s  i s  t r u e  w i t h  
s e c o n d  g e n e r a t i o n  down town  Salem. 
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