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1. Name 
- - 

historic %ble Church 

street & number Junction of Co. Rt. 34/1 and 34/2 - not for publication 

city, town -ins Sprhas _X vicinity of congressional district Tfiird 

Category Ownership Status Present Use 
- district - public - occupied - agriculture - museum 
2 building(s) X private 1L unoccupied - commercial - park 
- struc:ure - both - work in progress - educational - private residence 
- site Pubiic Acquisition Accessible - entertainment -X- religious 
- object - in process X y e s :  restricted - government - scientific 

- being considered - yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
- no - military - other: 

4. Owner of Property 

city, town E l i z a k t h  v i c i n i t y  of state &st V i r g i n i a  

5. Loca%ioa of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds. etc. ~ ~ r t  ~ L T ~ J  Cor;_+dio~ye 

street 8 number Court and Washhq-toil S t r s e t s  

title has this property been determined elegible? - yes -X_ no 

da!e - federal - state - countv . local 

depository for survey records 

citv, town state 



Condition Check one y e c k o n e  , 

- excellent - deteriorated - unaltered - orlglnal site 
X - good - ruins X altered - moved date 
- fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

,me *'iuble Church (1854) is a reccaqular, sir,gle-stm-1, gable-roofed log structure 
reasuriig fifteen feet by kmnty-five feet. The Suildirq stands in a clearing on 
a m,w.ce, forested hilltop (elevation 1045 f t . )  in the Suming wrings vicinity 
of W L r t  b u n t y ,  West Virginia. 

EXimination of early Surviving ~hotcgraphs of the Suilding irdicats  that  only 
minor chanses have affected +Lhe original fabric. Its well-preserved condition and 
r c o q i t i o n  as a significant historic lamhark in West Virginia suggest SIE masure 
of m i t y  for the Ruble Log Church. Nevertheless, while intermittent -ices 
held in the building by various nonsectarian users insures a mll masure of upkeep, 
the edifice is empty throughoutmch of the year and m u s t  rely u p n  the as s s t .  of 
a sound rcor' and still plumb, heavy log walls for its future preservation. 

P z ~ n  logs, twelve to fifteen inches square, rise £ r a n  s tme  supports in eight 
a u r s e s  fram s i l l  to top log on each of the building's four si6es. Notching of 
the jointed log walls is half-dovedailed and is fair ly k p  accounting for the rather 
t ightly f i t t kg  logs. Qlinking is ccrrposed of stone frqrents, short s p l i t  boards, 
and clay. F.dz or broadaxe marks are still clearly discernible on all  of the log 
surf aces. 

Finishing or facing bards around the door an2 windm o w g s  are of relat ively 
;reccr.t crigin, while braced window shutters on each of the t m  windows per side 
w a l l  a p p a r  to faithfully dupl icae  the originals. A rear wall  windcw, shuttered 
l&2 the others, provides l ight  for "ch2 church pulpit, a ~ d  is in l ine  with the building ' s 
single doorway. The flush door is of laminated cons+action and is of very recent 
provenance. 

The r x f  aver ing  is of,galvanized sheet ~ t a l  with raised seams which replaced an 
~ r i g i n a l  surface of rive-split d e n  shigles. FYamed Hies are dded with weather- 
boarding and enclose a low, unused lof t .  An early photoqaph &-ms the entrance 
e levat im clad entirely i n  weatherbarding, a not u n c m n  feature of log buildings. 
A single facade was often so treated as an insulating factcr against the fr igid 
blas t  of prevailing w i n t e r  winds. 

The Ruble Log Church is in rather gcod condition, and appears on the exterior 
r r o 1 ~ h  a s  it lmked following const2NctLon. S i l l  logs exhibit deterioration, howver , 
and chinking material has disintegrated and falleii amiy from the building in m y  
places. 

Lqterior features of the building replaced rough, original surf aces which 
included "piececloth" windows and what has traditicnally refaxed to as  log 
punchan furniture. The tongue-and-grcave b a r d  wainsmtkg, walls, ceiling, and 
pulpit are of unc&cain date, though a period of construction of early 20th 
o r  l a t e  19th century SPJIIS very likely. The center a is le  is fimked by plain bx~ches 
*with s i ~ l e  wooden backs, apparently of l a t e  maneacture. The qay-p in ted  pulpit is 
ps i t ioned  on a l o w  dais and is flanked to the rigdrt by Kd old wr igh t  piam. Kerosene 

1-a attazhed to  the walls a d  a p t -be l l i ed  s t o v ~  stdl proviZe lighting and heating 
f o r  the church. 



8. Significance - 
Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1 499 
- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1 699 

1700-3 799 
j BOO-1 899 

- 1900- 

Areas of Signi f icancdheck and justify below X - archeology-prehis:oric - community plannlng - landscape architecture- religion 

- archeology-historic - conszwatian law - science 
- agriculture - economics - literature - sculpture 

architecture - education - military 2 sociali 
- art - engineering - music humanitarian 
- commerce X - e~ploration~settlemen: - philosophy - theater 

- communications - industry - palitics~government - transportation 
- invention - other (specify) 

Specitic dates 1854 BuilderlArchitect 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

??-e Wle  mncrh is significant because it exhibits the well-preserved craftsman- 
shi? of pre-Civil w a r  hewn log construction in an original rural West Virginia setting. 
Ths buildiig is also significant kacuse it ms bui l t  as a philanthropic gesture 
by a l o c d l y  p r d ~ q t  individual to serve t k  local religious and educational needs 
of a wilderness area in mid-19th century West Virginia. 

The s ing lec r ib  plan m l e  Church retains much of its original rust ic in+q~ity 
part ly k a s e  it w a s  never USA as a dmici le  and therefore resisted the natural 
ewlut ion of aZditions and alterations, a d  bscause its r m t e  location mde the  
w r t a t i o n  of n e w  and m r e  convenient building mterials m r e  diff icult .  The 
eucsption in this  instance is the s t a r d i n g - s a  sheet ~ t a l  roof tvhich h a m e  a 
nearly universal roofing medium for log building in the IhiLd States hnen highway 
cons -x~on  in the 20th century permitted easy accessibility of the convenient 
rat2lsla.l to  bUilkrs.  S l i d ,  p l d  walls and d e q ,  half4ovetailed notching a t t e s t  
to ths sl-cill of the builder who understocd the  nature and strengths of vccd ell 
m u @  to create a lasting structure. One of 'he kst preserved locr buildings in 
western Xest Virginia, and one of the area's o l iks t  buildhgs still in public use, 
the church is viewed as a significant historical lmkk by the *place of W i r t  
aunty. 

A Eumhg Springs native and a la te r  resident of W i l l i m t w - ,  West Virginia, 
Dr, J.K. Rokrts ,  wrote a brief history of Burning Sprbgs in which the following 
sto-y was related: 

" S m ~ t i n e  prior to  the C i v i l  W a r ,  when Bxming Springs was still a 
wilderness, Aaron S. m l e ,  a very pious and c j c d  man, feeling the 
need of a place of worship had, through his influence, a log church 
bui l t .  It w a s  n a r d  the Ruble Church its four,& and is still 
berm by that  n m .  " 

Tne log church was constructed by area ssttlers F V ~  xere assist&, it was repolrtd, 
by Aaron Ruble ' s t m  dayqhters . The land for the church bias given by landowner Willian 
Petty irl an of f ic ia l  transaction before Axon Ruble b i k  was then a Wirt County justice 
cf the peace. The &&, recoded Novei-ikez 20, 1854, syecilid. that the s i t e  was 
b k used for a church, and that the church has to fi a&lable as a place of mrship 
t o  a l l  2eiininztions. Regarding this mttsr, F b b e r t  ' S hiszxy repr ted :  "The old 
&ed for L& site of the m l e  CN_rch p l a i d y  S ~ i g u l a ~ ~  that ~e land was to ke  
wid for a church to ho-e the mrshi;? of God bqr a l l  cop-qeqations, except the 
r,crrhern A%thodistsi W discord over NoPLtlern-Southm qiqxthies in Protestant 
& m i i a t i o n s  prior to the C i v i l  war is here vividly and rather m i - i g l y  evident. 

- I The deed actually records that the church was 2ee  to all but those of "Northern 
Principles " . 
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Surrounding the church irmediately t o  the north and hest is a cu;etery, the 
oldest graves of which appear t o  date frcm the 1857-58 period. Weeds and other 
low vegetation have obscured the -11, weathered =kers. 
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During t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  t h e  Ruble Log Church also served a s  
a s c h o o l .  Among t h e  t e a c h e r s  w e r e  David Rober ts ,  Zachar iah  Hickman 
and John R .  P e l l .  The impor tance  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  which was o n l y  
s e v e r a l  r i d g e s  away from one of  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  e a r l i e s t  o i l  and g a s  
p r o d u c i n g  f i e l d s  of the  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  was emphasized by i t s  s i t i n g  
on a  mounta in  t o p  a t  t h e  f o r k s  of  s e v e r a l  unimproved r o a d s  s e r v i n g  
s c a t t e r e d  s e t t l e r s .  



9. Major BibliogtaphicaI References 
Deed Book 1, D .  5 6 9 ,  Wirt County Commission, E l i z a b e t h ,  LvV, . .. - 

W e s t  V i rg in i a  Centennial  Church Beport. "Ruble Church". 
?NU Library, West V i r g i n i a  C o l l ~ c t i o n ,  A631 1 6 6 7 .  

II 0,  Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property % a c r e  
Quadrangle name Girts . 'm 
UMT References 

17 1417131312101 1 4 1 3 / 1 1 6 1 8 1 4 1 0 ]  
Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale 0 0 

Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary description and justification 
Centered on a  p a r c e l  bounded on t h e  south by t h e  edge of Co. Rt. 
3 4 / l ,  on t h e  e a s t  by t h e  edge Co. R t .  3 4 / 2 ,  and by t h e  outermost  
edge of a cemetery t o  t h e  n o r t h  and west of t h e  church.  

L i s t  a!! states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

s:a!e code countv code 

stata code countv code 

l"1 Form Prepared By - 
nameititle Rodney S .  C o l l i n s ,  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  H i s t o r i a n  

s:eet & n u n b e r ~ h e  C u l t u r a l  Cente r ,  C a p i t o l  Comp .telephone 30 4 /  3 4 8 - 0 2 4 0  - 

city or  town Char les ton  state West V i r g i n i a  

4 2. State Historic Preservation O f f i c e r  Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national - state -x local - 
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 39- 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for incl 
according to the criteria and procedures set 

Sts:e Historic Preservation Officer signature 
I 

title S t a t e  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t d n  Of f i ce r /  December 7 ,  1981 
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White ,  Helen M .  "Burning S p r i n g s  Church,  One o f  A r e a ' s  Oldest 
B u i l d i n g  s . "  P a r k e r s b u r q  (WV) N e w s ,  March 7 ,  1 9 6 5 ,  p. 21. 








