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ENAME 
HISTORIC  art land;" Rodgers Farm 

AND/OR COMMON 
"Hart land" 

ELOCATION 
STREET& NUMBER Houfnaggle Road (about two m i l e s  west of Lewisburg) 

-NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Lewisburg 2 VICINITY OF Second 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

West V i rg in i a  54 Greenbrier  025 

 CLASSIFICATION 
CATEGORY OWNERS'HIP STATUS 

-DISTRICT -PUBLIC  OCCUPIED 
ZBUILDINGIS) TPRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK IN  PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT -IN PROCESS ZYES. RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL -PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL XPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY -OTHER: 

NAME 
Miss Gertrude Handley 

STREET & NUMBER 

~ o u f n a g g l e  Road 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Lewisburg -x- V I C I N ~  OF West V i r g i n i a  

BLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Greenbrier  County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Court and Randolph S t r e e t s  
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Lewisburg West V i r g i n i a  

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

-FEDERAL S T A T E  -COUNTY L O C A L  

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY.TOWN STATE 



DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N  CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

ZORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT A N D  ORIGINAL ( IF  KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

"Hartland," l oca t ed  about two mi l e s  west of Lewisburg i n  Greenbrier  County, i s  
an unusual,  y e t  somewhat t y p i c a l ,  dwel l ing  c o n s i s t i n g  of four  u n i t s  cons t ruc t ed  over 
a per iod  of roughly one hundred y e a r s .  What i s  unusual  i s  t h a t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n  many 
r e s p e c t s  looks as  though t h e  s e c t i o n s  a r e  s t i l l  unincorporated i n  a whole. What i s  
t y p i c a l  i s  t h a t  "Hartland," l i k e  many houses which began a s  smal l  log  homes, has  been 
added t o  over t h e  yea r s  as needs and means came along. 

The s t r u c t u r e  began about 1800 a s  t h e  small  l o g  house loca t ed  now a t  t h e  e a s t e r n  
end. P re sen t ly  weatherboarded w i t h  an enclosed porch t o  t h e  sou th  s ide ,  i t s  ou t s t and ing  
f e a t u r e  i s  a huge soapstone chimney a t  t h e  e a s t e r n  gable.  This  h a s  been carved  upon 
on  numerous occasions over t h e  y e a r s ,  and now appears t o  t e l l  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  farm 
i t s e l f .  The chimney f i t s  f l u s h  wi th  t h e  w a l l  u n t i l  it reaches about f i v e  f e e t  i n  
h e i g h t ,  t hen  it i s  placed about one f o o t  from t h e  s t r u c t u r e  and begins t a p e r i n g  t o  a 
much l e s s e r  width. This s e c t i o n  has  a door on t h e  n o r t h  and a 616, double-hung window 
on t h e  e a s t .  

To t h e  west of t h e  o l d e s t  p a r t  i s  t h e  two-story log  a d d i t i o n  of Archibald Rodgers 
b u i l t  sometime a f t e r  1812. This  s e c t i o n  s e t  t h e  s t a g e  f o r  t h e  shape of t h e  remainder 
of t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  It f r o n t s  south and has  an unusual roof which has  a h i g h  p i t c h  
toward t h e  f r o n t  and then s lopes  gen t ly  t o  t he  r e a r .  The e a s t e r n  gable  now has  a 
b r i c k  chimney wi th  a f i r s t - f l o o r  f i r e p l a c e ,  b u t  t h e r e  was a l a r g e r  chimney a t  one time, 
and it a l s o  served t h e  second s t o r y .  There a r e  two rooms downstairs  and two u p s t a i r s  
i n  t h i s  por t ion .  The e a s t  s i d e  and r e a r  a r e  h o r i z o n t a l l y  weatherboarded, b u t  t h e  f r o n t  
has  v e r t i c a l  boarding. Windows h e r e  a r e  2/2, and t h e r e  i s  a door on t h e  f r o n t  and 
r e a r ,  t h e  l a t t e r  lead ing  i n t o  an  a t t ached ,  enclosed porch and s t o r a g e  a rea .  

The t h i r d  u n i t  was added p r i o r  t o  1860 by James Rodgers and was about t h e  same 
s i z e  a s  t he  second log  segment, fo l lowing  s i m i l a r  o v e r a l l  l i n e s .  The l a s t  p o r t i o n  was 
p laced  on t h e  western end about 1895 by C.W. Handley, completing t h e  s t r u c t u r e  a s  it 
i s  gene ra l ly  seen today. This  f i n a l  s e c t i o n  i s  v e r t i c a l l y  weatherboarded throughout 
and has  a small  p a i r  of e x t e r i o r  b r i c k  chimneys on t h e  gable  between which a r e  two 6/6 
windows. The porch which now runs  t h e  l e n g t h  of t h e  sou th  (with t h e  except ion  of t h e  
f i r s t  l og  u n i t )  and west e l e v a t i o n s  was added i n  1912 a s  t h e  l a s t  major a l t e r a t i o n .  
The o v e r a l l  l ength  of t h i s  rambling b u i l d i n g  i s  approximately_seventy f e e t .  



a SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

-PREHISTORIC 

-1400- 1499 

-1 500-1 599 
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-1 700-1 799 
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-1 900- 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - -  CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

4 R C H E O L U t i Y - P R E H I S T O R I C  -COMMUNITY P L A N N I N G  -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION - -LAW . 
A G R I C U L T U R E  -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE 

ZARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION -MILITARY 

A R T  - E N G I N E E R I N G  -MUSIC 

-COMMERCE X-EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY 

-CONIMUNICATIONS - I N D U S T R Y  -POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

-INVENTION 

-RELIGION , 

-SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

-THEATER 

-TRANSPORTATION 

-OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES c 1800, c . 1812, c .  1860, BUILDER/ARCHITECT 
1695 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

It was w h i l e  V i r g i n i a  was s t i l l  an Engl i sh  colony t h a t  s e t t l e r s  braved t h e  unknown 
backcountry t o  ca rve  out a f u t u r e  i n  t h e  a r e a  of what i s  now Greenbrier  County, West 
V i rg in i a .  Among t h e  e a r l y  f a m i l i e s  t o  s e l e c t  a s i t e  were t h e  Clendenins,  n a t i v e s  of 
Scotland. I n  1763 they ,  a long wi th  o t h e r s ,  s u f f e r e d  through Indian  t r o u b l e s  which have 
added t o  t h e  s t o r i e s  of t h e  f o r t i t u d e  of both men and women on t h e  f r o n t i e r .   artla land" 
i s  an outgrowth of  t h i s  atmosphere, f o r  i t  became t h e  home of t h e  c h i l d r e n  of Ann 
Clendenin Rodgers, a su rv ivo r  of t h e  t e r r i b l e  ep isode  of 1763. What i s  more,  artla land," 
though n o t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  a t t r a c t i v e ,  r e p r e s e n t s  a type  of c o n s t r u c t i o n  which was not  
uncommon i n  any newly developing s e c t i o n .  It s t a r t e d  a s  a smal l  l o g  cabin ,  and, a s  
n e c e s s i t y  d i c t a t e d  over  n e a r l y  a century ,  grew t o  be  a s i z e a b l e  farmhouse s t i l l  i n  u se  
more than 175 yea r s  l a t e r .  

Archibald and Charles  Clendenin, b r o t h e r s ,  had f i r s t  s e t t l e d  i n  what i s  now Green- 
b r i e r  County about 1761, Charles  soon moved f a r t h e r  west ,  b u t  Archibald,  w i t h  h i s  w i fe  
Ann and t h r e e  c h i l d r e n ,  s tayed  and b u i l t  a home i n  what was c a l l e d  Rich Hollow. Soon 
a smal l  community developed i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  and by 1763 n e a r l y  one hundred people were 
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  In  June of t h a t  year ,  seemingly f r i e n d l y  Indians  s t r u c k  and k i l l e d  
about f i f t y  s e t t l e r s  nea r  t h e  Clendenin home and c a r r i e d  o f f  su rv ivo r s .  Among t h e  l a t t e r  
were Ann Clendenin and a t  l e a s t  one of h e r  ch i ld ren .  Ann l a t e r  made h e r  escape  and 
reached s a f e t y  a f t e r  a f r i g h t f u l  and p a i n f u l  journey back through t h e  massacre s i t e .  

I n  1767 Ann Clendenin marr ied John Rodgers, and by 1772 they  had r e l o c a t e d  i n  Green- 
b r i e r  County w i t h i n  s i g h t  o f t h e a t r o c i t i e s  of 1763. Thei r  sons,  Archibald and James, 
were l a t e r  given 160 and 200 ac re s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  t r a c t  o f  360 a c r e s  
belonging t o  Archibald Clendenin, Ann's f i r s t  husband. On h i s  p l o t ,  James e rec t ed  a one- 
s t o r y  log  house around 1800. I n  1812 Archibald bought h i s  b r o t h e r ' s  s h a r e  of  t h e  t r a c t ,  
i nc lud ing  h i s  cabin ,  and it i s  h e r e  t h a t  h e  s e t t l e d  and added t o  what i s  now known a s  
"Hart land . " 

From t h e  modest beginnings of 1800, t h i s  farmhouse grew i n  t h r e e  new and d i s t i n c t  
p a r t s  through 1895. The second was a two-story l o g  house b u i l t  by Archibald sometime 
a f t e r  1812. To t h i s  a four-room a d d i t i o n  was cons t ruc t ed  p r i o r  t o  1860 by Archibald 's  
son,  John Rodgers 11. A t  t h e  t ime of t h e  C i v i l  War, then ,  t h r e e  of t h e  s e c t i o n s  were 
completed, and an a d d i t i o n a l  room was p laced  a t  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  house. 

The o l d  s t o r i e s  of bloodshed were s t i l l  i n  t h e  minds of t h e  fami ly  when w a r  brought 
f r e s h  thoughts  of t h e  s u f f e r i n g  of people caught up i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l ,  economic and s o c i a l  
problems of  t h e  day. "Hartland" wi tnessed  some of t h e  upheaval,  f o r  i t  served  f o r  a t ime 
as a "hosp i t a l "  where s e v e r a l  Confederate  s o l d i e r s  were nursed f o r  typhoid f e v e r  when 
t h e i r  company camped nearby. This o r d e a l ,  however, d i d  n o t  c r e a t e  much hardship ,  and t h e  
t roops  moved on wi thout  doing any damage. A f t e r  1865 t h e  a r e a  aga in  s e t t l e d  down, w i t h  
l i f e  on t h e  farm r e t u r n i n g  t o  what might b e  c a l l e d  normal. 

The f i n a l  l a r g e  a d d i t i o n  was made t o  t h e  house about 1895, and a porch w a s  placed 
on t h e  south  and west e l e v a t i o n s  i n  1912. "Hartland" had grown from a one-story log  
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (cont inued)  

c a b i n  i n  1800 t o  t h e  low and long (nea r ly  seventy f e e t )  s t r u c t u r e  it i s  today. With t h e  
i n c r e a s e  i n  s i z e  of  family and t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  of t hose  i n h a b i t i n g  t h e  house, need f o r  
more space and t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  provide  it was accomplished through t h i s  s t e a d y  evolu t ion .  

I n  no way outs tanding  i n  s t y l e  o r  f e a t u r e ,  "Hartland" does s tand  o u t  i n  i t s  own 
way. About h a l f  l og  and h a l f  frame i n  cons t ruc t ion ,  t h e  e x t e r i o r  i s  now weatherboarded 
i n  an i n t e r e s t i n g  fash ion:  t h e  o l d  l o g  s e c t i o n ,  t h e  e a s t  e l e v a t i o n  of  t h e  f i r s t  addi- 
t i o n  and about one- th i rd  of t h e  r e a r  have h o r i z o n t a l  s id ing ,  and t h e  e n t i r e  sou the rn  
(excluding t h e  1800 log  cabin)  and wes tern  e l e v a t i o n s  and about two- th i rds  of t h e  r e a r  
a r e  v e r t i c a l l y  s ided .  The rooms a l l  have low c e i l i n g s  a s  can be  seen from t h e  e x t e r i o r ,  
f o r  t h e  house appears low and h a s  a roof which i s  s t e e p l y  p i t ched  toward t h e  f r o n t  and 
gen t ly  s loped t o  t h e  r e a r .  

"Hartland" s t ands  today a s  an  example of  f r o n t i e r  growth and s o p h i s t i c a t i o n .  From 
beginnings a s  a smal l  l og  house s u i t e d  t o  t h e  circumstances of a s p a r s e l y  s e t t l e d  and 
growing area ,  i t  h a s  become a s i z a b l e  farmhouse s t i l l  i n  u s e  about 175 y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  
f i r s t  u n i t  was cons t ruc ted .  The house i s  a l s o  a t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  s t o u t  h e a r t s  and s tub-  
born  heads of e a r l y  s e t t l e r s ,  f o r  i t  was b u i l t  on land o r i g i n a l l y  owned by a family 
which wi tnessed  Indian  massacre, and then  by t h e  descendants  of  one who had been a 
v i c t im ,  escaped and l a t e r  r e tu rned  t o  s e e  h e r  new fami ly  make a l i f e  on t h e  i n v i t i n g  
land  around Lewisburg, Greenbrier  County, West Vi rg in ia .  
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