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Tichwood H a l l  i s  a n  imposing two s t o r y  b r i c k  home. The b r i c k  of t h e  f r o n t  
e l e v a t i o n  was l a i d  i n  Flemish bond and t h a t  of  t he  o t h e r  s i d e  i n  common 
bond wi th  a  row of headers  every s i x t h  course .  The window l i n t e l s  a r e  
f l a t  and a r e  composed of gauged b r i c k  s e t  s o l d i e r  s t y l e .  The wood co rn ice  
a t  t he  eaves has c l o s e l y  spaced mod i l l i ons  with t h e  a r c h i t r a v e  beneath 
decora ted  wi th  a  hand carved s e r p e n t i n e  band. 

The e x i s t i n g  en t r ance  po r t i co  appears  t o  be of a  l a t e r  v i n t a g e ,  i t s  d e t a i l  
i s  not  con t r ived  a s  e l a b o r a t e l y  a s  t h e  o t h e r  wood work nor s ca l ed  t o  t h e  
b r e a k f r o n t  of  t h e  facade. Porches a r e  always more vu lne rab le  t o  weather 
t han  o t h e r  components and a s  a  r e s u l t  were f r equen t ly  rep laced  and not  
n e o e s s a r i l y  i n  t h e  mode of  t h e  o r i g i n a l .  

A wood a r c h i t r a v e  surrounds t h e  main en t r ance  door wi th  s i d e l i g h t s  s e t  t o  
t h e  s i d e s  of  t h e  brickwork. A f a n l i g h t  surmounts t h e  doorway. This  same 
motif  was used i n  t he  window immediately above t h e  doorway and p o r t i c o  
except  t h a t  t h e  a r c h i t r a v e  was capped wi th  a  pediment. A f a n l i g h t  l u n e t t e  
appears  i n  t h e  gable  of  t h e  b r e a k f r o n t .  The window sash  have s i x  panes 
over  s i x  panes. A V i c t o r i a n  per iod  s l a t e  roof  covers  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  

I t  i s  con jec tu red ,  from what can be  seen  wi thout  probing i n t o  the  b u i l d i n g  
f a b r i c ,  t h a t  a n  e a r l i e r  s t r u c t u r e  occupied t h e  s i t e  on l i n e  wi th  and 
immediately south  of t h e  main p o r t i o n  of  t h e  house. This  could have been 
t h e  e a r l i e s t  house on t h e  grounds and probably served a s  a  k i t chen  and 
s e r v a n t  q u a r t e r s  sometime a f t e r  t h e  main p o r t i o n  was b u i l t .  L a t e r  i t  may 
have been decided t o  upgrade t h e  k i t c h e n  q u a r t e r s  and t h e  e x i s t i n g  b r i c k  
s t r u c t u r e  a t  t h e  southwest corner  was added. When t h i s  was completed, t h e  
e a r l i e s t  s t r u c t u r e  was removed and a  connec t ing  L-shaped porch was added 
t o  complete t h e  renovat ion.  

Very f i n e  wood ca rv ing  can be found i n  most o f  t h e  rooms of t he  i n t e r i o r .  
I t  has  been suggested by a  former occupant t h a t  t h e  name Richwood may have 
de r ived  from t h e  r i c h n e s s  of  t h e  wood carv ing .  The ca rv ing  i s  geometr ica l  - 
i n  c h a r a c t e r  and i s  met icu lous ly  executed.  The mante lp ieces  a r e  i n  exce l l ed  
s c a l e  and reeding  d e t a i l s  from t h e s e  a r e  r e c a l l e d  i n  t h e  deco ra t ion  of t h e  
c h a i r  r a i l s .  The dados below t h e  c h a i r  r a i l s  a r e  paneled and the  baseboards 
have s imple cap mouldings. The window and door frames complement t h e  
mante lp ieces .  

An ou t s t and ing  f e a t u r e  i s  t h e  main s t a i rway  wi th  t a s t e f u l l y  executed f r e t -  
work a t  each t r e a d  a long  t h e  o u t e r  s t r i n g e r .  The s t r i n g e r s  a t  t h e  landing  
a r e  more o r n a t e  wi th  d e l i c a t e l y  carved decora t ion .  

Unusually f i n e  l a r g e  b r a s s  r imlocks adorn t h e  main doors .  These c o n t r a s t  
wi th  t h e  s impler  bu t  l a t e r  Carpenter  locks found on t h e  doors  i n  t he  
a d d i t i o n  on t h e  southwest .  

On each f l o o r  t h e  l a r g e  s i n g l e  rooms a t  each  end of  t h e  house open i n t n a  
c e n t r a l  h a l l  11 % f e e t  x  20 f e e t .  C e i l i n g  h e i g h t s  downsta i r s  a r e  12 
f e e t .  The k i t c h e n  wing con ta ins  two rooms on each l e v e l  s epa ra t ed  by a  



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR S T A T E  

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HlSTORlC PLACES 

(continuation Sheet) 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

I E N T R Y  NUMBER D A T E  

I 

Jefferson 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

I I 

(Number a l l  entrlea) 

7 

staircase which ascends from a central entrance to the east. A large colonia 
type kitchen fireplace extends across the southernmost end. A double porch 
runs the entire length of the east side. 
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"Richwood Hall"  i n  J e f f e r s o n  County, West V i r g i n i a ,  c o n s i s t s  of t h e  
two-story main s e c t i o n  and a two-story southwes tern  wing connected by 
enc losed  wooden porches.  The southwestern wing i s  loca t ed  t o  t he  west 
of  t h e  a r e a  where an  e a r l i e r  s t r u c t u r e  may have e x i s t e d ,  and t h i s  was 
e i t h e r  i nco rpora t ed  i n  t h e  southwestern wing o r  removed completely 
when t h e  wing was cons t ruc t ed .  
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T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

Richwood H a l l  i s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  because i t  s t ands  on land which 
George Washington rece ived  from Lord F a i r f a x  and subsequent ly turned  over  
t o  Samuel. S e v e r a l  yea r s  l a t e r  i t  was t h e  s i t e  of  a C i v i l  War b a t t l e .  

When Samuel Washington d i ed ,  George took charge of  h i s  nephew, Lawrence 
Augustine, and s e n t  him t o  school  i n  Georgetown and Alexandria .  I n  1792, 
Lawrence was appren t i ced  t o  t h e  famous Edmund Randolph t o  s tudy  law; i n  
1796 he acqui red  t h e  proper ty  on which Richwood H a l l  i s  now loca t ed ,  and 
i n  1797 he marr ied  Mary Dorcas Wood, t h e  daughter  of  Robert Wood and 
granddaughter of  James Wood who founded Winchester.  They e i t h e r  b u i l t  o r  
moved i n t o  a smal l  b r i c k  house which now forms a wing of Richwood H a l l .  
Although Mary had been g iven  a handsome home i n  Winchester named Hawthorne 
she  and Lawrence spen t  much of t h e i r  t ime a t  "Richwoods" u n t i l  1802, when 
t h e  proper ty  was s o l d  t o  Smith S laugh te r .  

I t  i s  not known i f  t h e  present  b r i c k  house was b u i l t  by M r .  S l augh te r  o r  
by Joseph Shewater who bought i t  i n  1829 from S l a u g h t e r ' s  h e i r s .  Never- 
t h e l e s s ,  only t h e  b e s t  m a t e r i a l s  were used. Br icks  were imported from 
England and poss ib ly  many of t h e  carved p ieces  of woodwork were imported 
a s  wel l .  There i s  a theory  t h a t  Hessian s o l d i e r s ,  who s e t t l e d  i n  t h i s  
a r e a  a f t e r  t h e  Revolu t ion ,  made many of t h e  f a n c i e r  p i eces  of carved wood- 
work which deco ra t e  t h e  i n t e r i o r .  

I n  1846, Shewater s o l d  t h e  proper ty  t o  John R .  Flagg. During t h e  B a t t l e  
of Cameron's Depot, General  Ea r ly  l oca t ed  h i s  men around F l a g g ' s  house and 
f i r e d  a t  S h e r i d a n ' s  f o r c e s  which were loca t ed  a t  "Locust H i l l . "  A m i s s i l e  
can s t i l l  be s een  embedded i n  t h e  b r i c k  wa l l  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  house and 
Richwood H a l l  s t i l l  s t ands  on i t s  s c e n i c  k n o l l  overlooking the  b e a u t i f u l  
count rys ide  j u s t  a s  it d id  i n  1846. 
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