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historic A l b r i g h t  M i l l  

and or common R e c k a r t  M i l l  ( p r e f e r r e d )  

street & number J u n c t i o n  of  WV R t .  28 and County Rou te  4712 - not for ~ub l i ca t ion  

=its/. town i r a n e s v i l l e  X vicinitv of conaressional district Second 

Catzgory Ownership 
--- district -- puhlic 
X buildrng(s) private 

Status Present Use 
- - occupied agriculture museum 

X unoccupied commercial park 
structure both work in progress - educational - private residence 
st!? Public Acquisif ion A, cessible entertainment religious 
object in process y e s :  rsstricted -- government - scientific % 

being considered yes: unrestricted indusirial transportation 
no military -X other: 

~ i i c e t  8 number Rura l  Route 2, Box 3 1  

city, town T e r r a  A l t a  vicinity of stateWest V j  r g i n i a  26754 

courthcuse, registry of deeds, e:c. P r e s t o n  County Cour t  House -- - --- 

city, town Kingwo od state West V i r g i n i a  

5. .3eprresen3a8jon in Exjsting Surveys 
title 
-- - - X has this property been determined elegibie? yes no 

date 
-- -- 

_. federal - state - county - local - 

depositsty for survey records 



Condition Check one Check one 
excellent X - deteriorated unaltered - original site 

x - good ruins - altered m o v e d  date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original ( i f  known) physical appearance 

The Reckar t  M i l l  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of S t a t e  Route 28 and County Route 
4 7 / 2 ,  1 . 5  m i l e s  s o u t h  of C r a n e s v i l l e ,  i n  P r e s t o n  County, Vest  V i r g i n i a .  The r u r a l ,  
n o r t h e a s t e r n  N e s t  V i r g i n i a  g r i s t  m i l l  i s  t h e  o n l y  wel l -p rese rved  example of i t s  t y p e  i n  - 
this s e c t i o n  of t h e  s t a t e .  

A f o u n d a t i o n  s t o n e  n e a r  t h e  basement door on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  s i d e  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
r e v e a l s  t h e  i n s c r i b e d  d a t e  1865. Though minor a l t e r a t i o n s  have o c c u r r e d  a t  t h e  m i l l  
d u r i n g  t h e  c e n t u r y  fo l lowing  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e s e  have n o t  s e r i o u s l y  compromised the 
b u i l d i n g s  i n t e g r i t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  r e g a r d i n g  i n t e r i o r  s t r u c t u r a l  beam s u p p o r t  s y s t e m s  
and  m i l l  machinery.  

The Reckar t  M i l l  i s  a frame, two-and-one-half s t o r y  gable-roofed b u i l d i n g  t h a t  
i n  p a r t ,  o v e r  Muddy Creek.  B u i l t  a g a i n s t  t h e  c r e e k  bank, t h e  m i l l ' s  basement 

l o w e s t  l e v e l  i s  conprg*rised o f  t h r e e  major  a r e a s :  a n  e a s t e r n  s e c t i o n  w i t h  a  s t o n e  
and  d i r t  f l o o r ;  a  c e n t e r ,  wooden f l o o r  s e c t i o n ;  and wooden f l o o r  wes te rn  s e c t i o n  
b e n e a t h  a s i n g l e - s t o r y  .shed a d d i t i o n .  Each of t h e  basement l e v e l  s e c t i o n s  i s  i n t e g r a t e d  
by a main d r i v e  s h a f t  and system of  wooden p u l l e y s  t h a t  i s  t u r n e d  by a l a r g e  g e a r ,  a 
wooden p in ion  g e a r ,  and a movabl: m e t a l  p i n i o n  g e a r  powered by a  twenty-foot over -  
s h o t  m e t a l  F j t z  waterwheel a t  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  b u i l d i n g .  The l a r g e  wheel  rests 
upon a r u b b l e s t o n e  pylon and is  o r i e n t e d  toward a  wooden s lough suppor ted  by a wooden 
beam t r e s t l e ,  

The f i r s t  f l o o r  of t h e  Reckar t  M i l l  c o n t a i n s  f o u r  Burr g r i n d i n g  s t o n e s ,  g r a i n  
e l e v a t o r s ,  a movable wooden c r a n e  f o r  l i f t i n g  g r i n d  s t o n e s ,  a  corn  s h e l l % ,  and 
c h u t e s ,  The n o r t h e a s t  f acade  i s  e n t e r e d  th rough  a major doorway and porch s t o o p .  

The second f l o o r ,  devoted f o r  t h e  most p a r t  t o  s t o r a g e ,  f e a t u r e s  a t  i t s  sou thwes t  
end a s i f t e r  and g r a i n  e l e v a t o r s .  

Hand-hem pincl t i z b e r  forms t h e  c h i e f  s t r u c t u r a l  sys tem of t h e  m i l l ,  i t s  members 
mortised-and-tenoned w i t h  wooden pegs .  The o r i g i n a l  e x t e r i o r  w a l l  s u r f a c e  t r e a t m e n t  
a p p e a r s  t o  have been v e r t i c a l  boards-and-bat tens ,  t h e s e  having s u r v i v e d  a t  t h e  g a b l e  
e n d s .  The s o u t h e a s t ,  o r  waterwheel s i d e  o f  t h e  m i l l  h a s  undergone c e r t a i n  a l t e r a t i o n ,  
a n  earl ier  l a p  s i d i n g  having been l a te r  r e p l a c e d  by a c o r r u g a t e d  meta l  s h e e t i n g  system.  
The n o r t h  f a c a d e  of t h e  m i l l  a p p e a r s  a l s o  t o  have undergone some a l t e r a t i o n  as t h e  w a l l  
t r e a t n e n t  h e r e  i s  an  a p p a r e n t l y  l a t e r  beaded-board s i d i n g .  

O p e r a ~ i o n s  a t  Reckar t  M i l l  c e a s e d  i n  1943. D e s p i t e  i t s  i n a c t i v i t y ,  t h e  m i l l  
s u r v i v e s  w i t h  i t s  machinzry i n t a c t .  The m i l l  r a c e  above t h e  wooden s lough  ( f lume) ,  
and  t h r  dam, though i d e n t i f i a b l e ,  r e q u i r e  a t t e n t i o n  b e f o r e  a c l e a r  f l o w  of w a t e r  i s  
a g a i n  p o s s i b l e .  R e s t o r a t i o n  a c t i v i t y  a t  Reckar t  M i l l  h a s  begun under t h e  p r e s e n t  
owner, M r .  Donald P h i l l i p s ,  who h a s  a s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  m i l l ' s  machinery.  The 
m i l l ' s  f u t u r e  i s  of importance t o  t h e  r e g i o n ,  n o t e d  f o r  i t s  h i g h  e l e v a t i o n ,  c l e a n  a i r ,  
and growing t o u r i s t  i n d u s t r y .  The Mountaineer  Country T r a v e l  Counci l  c o n s i d e r s  
t h e  m i l l  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t t r a c t i o n  f o r  t o u r i s m  i n  P r e s t o n  County. 
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C o r r e c t  e d  w o r d s  a r e  u n d e r 1  i n e d  a s  f 01  1  o w s :  

I t  e m  7 ,  p . 1 ,  p a r a g r a p h  3 ,  s e n t e n c e  2 ,  s h o u l d  r e a d :  " B u i l t  
a g a i  n s t  t h e  c r e e k  b a n k ,  t h e  m i  1 1 '  s  b a s e m e n t ,  e r  I  o w e s t  I  e v e l ,  

I I 
- 

i s  c_omnri s e d  o f  t h r e e  m a j o r  a r e a s :  . . . 
I t e m  7 ,  p . 1 ,  p a r a g r a p h  4 ,  s e n t e n c e  1 ,  s h o u l d  r e a d ;  " T h e  

f l o o r  o f  t h e  R e c k a r t  M i 1 1  c o n t a i n s  f o u r  g r i n d i n g  s t  o n e s ,  
g r a i n  e l e v a t o r s ,  a  m o v a b l e  w o o d e n  c r a n e  f o r  1 i  f t i n g  g r i n d  
s t  o n e s ,  a  c o r n  s i - 1  er ,  . . . "  



Period 
- prehistoric 

I -- 1400-1 999 
- l5OO-l599 

t 
l6OCkl699 

- 1700-1 799 
X 180C-1899 

1900- 

Areas of S i g n i f i c a n c e c h e c k  and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric community planning - landscape architecture- religion 

archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 

X agriculture - economics - literature - sculpture 
- architecture education military - sociaii 
- art - engineering - music humanitarian 

commerce - exploration,settlement philosophy - theater 
communications 2; industry __ p~litics~government ;, transportation 

- invention h other (specify) 
L o c a l  H i s t o r y  

Specific d a t e s  1865 Builder!Architect A ,  S. a b r i g h t  

S t a t e m e n t  of Signif icance ( in one paragraph) 

, The Reckar t  M i l l ,  l o c a t e d  n e a r  C r a n e s v i l l e  i n  P r s s t o n  County, West V i r g i n i a  i s  
I e x c e l l z n t  example of t h a t  e a r l y  Am r i c a n  e n g i n e e r i n g  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  accomplishment 

1 comnunity c e n t e r ,  t h e  Grist M i l l ,  and as one of few such m i l l s  t h a t  have s u r v i v e d  
I v i r t u a l l y  i n t a c t  i n t o  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of t h e  20 th  c e n t u r y .  

2 

a n  
and 

Explana to ry  Notes  

1. The Reckar t  M i l l  i s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  i n t a c t  exanp le  of t h e  G r i s t  P i i l l ,  once  a f a m i l i a r  
s i t e  i n  American communiti2s, and now r a p i d l y  d i s a p p e a r i n g .  The G r i s t  H i l l  i t s e l f  i s  
a t r i b u t e  t o  man's i n g e n u i t y .  These " m i n i - f a c t o r i e s "  w i t h  t h e i r  cornplex machinisms and 
o f t e n  e l a b o r a t e  equipment,  were c e n t e r s  o f  t h e  c o ~ m u n i t i e s  i n  which t h e y  s t o o d .  I n  t h e  
many s m a l l ,  o f t e n  i s o l a t e d ,  r u r a l  communities of West V i r g i n i a ,  t h e  M i l l  was oEten t h e  
l a r g e s t  b u i l d i n g  around and e a s i l y  t h e  most i n p o r t a n t ,  w i t h  t h e  p o s s i b l e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  
g e n e r a l  s t o r e .  R e c k a r t ' s  M r i l l ,  o r i g i n a l l y  'kaown a s  N b r i g h t ' s  1 4 i l l ,  was t h e  most p rcn-  
i n e n t  s t r u c t u r e  f o r  many m i l e s  around i n  t h i s  p a r t  of r u r a l  P r e s t o n  County, and  s e r v e d  
t h e  f a r m e r s  and exchange news and i n f o r m a t i o n .  The M i l l  i s  t h u s  s i g n i f i c a n t  n o t  o n l y  f o r  5 
us.: a s  a n  a i d  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  b u t  as comnunity c e n t e r .  

2 .  The Reckar t  M i l l ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1865 on o r  n e a r  t h e  s i te  of z n  e a r l i e r  M i l l  b u i l t  
by Jacob Gunman, was c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  O r r  n e a r  C r a n e s v i l l e  by A.S.  A l b r i g h t ,  who ran t h e  
M i l l  u n t i l  i t s  s a l e  i n  A p r i l  o f  1914 t o  John H .  Reckar t .  During t h e  p e r i o d  o f  A l b r i g h t ' s  
ownersh ip ,  t h e  M i l l  was known as  A l b r i g h t  H i l l  T r a c t .  The N i l 1  r e c e i v e d  i t s  p r e s e n t  nane 
from t h s  Reckar t  p e r i o d  of o imersh ip ,  which l a s t e d  from A p r i l  1914 u n t i l  J u n e  1943. 

R e c k a r t  M i i l  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  as one  o f  t h e  few m i l l s  i n  West V i r g i n i a  t h a t  i s  s t i l l  
v i r t u a l l y  i n t a c t .  Near ly  a l l  of  i t s  o r i g i n a l  equipment and machinery is  s t i l l  i n  p l a c e ,  
and t h e  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  M i l l  i t s e l f  a r e  l a r g e l y  i n t a c t .  I n  P r e s t o n  County t h e r e  were  
once  a t  l e a s t  7 o p e r a t i n g  water-powered m i l l s .  Today o n l y  t h e  Reckar t  M i l l  r emains .  Othe- 
m i l l s  t h a t  s t i l l  s t a n d  around \Jes t  V i r g i n i a  have most ly  f a l l e n  i n t o  d i s r e p a i r  and  have bee 
s t r i p p e d  of t h e i r  machinery.  Not so  w i t h  t h e  Reckar t  M i l l .  It s t a n d s  a s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  
e x a a p l e  and  reminder  of an e a r l i e r  e r a  i n  American l i f e .  



TJiley, S .T . ,  H i s t o r y  of P r e s t o n  County, West V i r g i n i a ,  McClain P r i n t i n g ,  P a r s o n s ,  W.Va. 
1 9 6 8 ,  c . 1 8 8 2  
IJoodwacd, Emmett L . ,  P r e s t o n  County Tour ,  West V i r g i n i a  U n i v e r s i t y  West V i r g i n i a  C o l l e c t i o n  

Acreage of nominated property 1 / 4  a c r e  
Cuzzar t ,  W.Va.  

Quadrangle name 

UMT 9eferences 

1 : 24000 
Quadrangle scale 

- 

Zone Easting Northing 

-- 

Yerbai boundary description and justification Reckart Mill is located immediately southeast 
of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of S t a t e  Route 28 w i t h  Country Route 47-2 ( s e e  s k e t c h  map) on  
Muddy Creek a t  O r r ,  C r a n e s v i l l e  v i c i n i t y ,  P r e s t o n  County, West V i r g i n i a .  

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or e w n t y  boundaries 

state code countv code 

state code county code 

name/tiile Rodney C o l l i n s ,  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  H i s t o r i a n ,  and X i c h a e l  Pau ley ,  -- H i s t o r i a n  
H L s t o r i c  preservation Uni t ,  

organization L?.Va. Department of C u l t u r e  & H i s t o r y  date 

street Zi number C a p i t o l  Complex talephone 304/ 348-0240 

city or town C h a r l e s  ton  stat, West V i r g i n i a  25305 

national state n local 
-- 

A s  the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the Na!ional Historic Preservation Act of 1956 (Public Law 84- 
685), : hersby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
acco:$ng to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Consemation and Recreation Service. - 

State i i lstoric Preservaticn Officer signature J .  
-. u ! z & f u W  

D i r e c t o r ,  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  U n i t ,  W. ~ a .  ~ e p a r t m e n t -  
title o f  C u l t u r ~ ~  2nd H i s t o r y  - date Nov .  1 7 9 7 9  

f 7 r  HC3S use only ? 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

date i ------+ 
Keeper of the  National Register 1 

date 

Chief of Registration 
j 
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A c r e a g e  o f  n o m i n a t e d  p r o p e r t y  ------- 3 

V e r b a l  b o u n d a r y  d e s c r i  p t  i o n  a n d  j u s t  i  f i  c a t  i o n  

E e g i n n i n g  a t  t h e  p o i n t  o f  i n t e r s e c t  i o n  o f  M u d d y  C r e e k  
w i t h  W . V a .  R o u t e  2 8 ,  p r o c e e d i n g  i n  a  s t  r a i  g h t  1 i  n e  5 0  
f e e t  s o u t h w e s t  a n d  t h e n c e  s o u t h e a s t  i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  
1 0 0 0  f e e t  , t h e n c e  i n  a s t r a i g h t  I i n e  n o r t  h s a s t  t o  t h e  
p o i n t  o f  i  n t  e r s e c t  i  o n  w i t h  t h e  s o u t  h e r n  r i  , oh t  - o f  - w a y  o f  
C o u n t  y  R o u t  e  4 7 / 2 ,  t  h e n c e  f o l  1 o w i  n g  t  h e  s o u t  h e r n  r i  g h t  - o f  - 
w a y  b o u n d a r y  of C o u n t y  R o u t e  4 7 / 2  i n  a n o r t h w e s t e r l y  
d i  r e c t i o n  t o  t h e  o r i  , o i n a l  p o i n t  of j n t  e r s e c t  i o n  w i t h  
W . V a .  R o u t e  2 8 ,  c o n t a i n i n g  a n  a r e a  o f  a p p r o x i m a t  1 y  3 a c r e s  
e n c o n p a s s i  n g  t h e  R e c k a r t  M i l l ,  i t  s M i  1 1  R a c e  a n d  D a m ,  
i n  P o r t l a n d  D i s t r i c t ,  P r e s t o n  C o u n t y ,  W e s t  V i r g i n i a .  



RECKART MILL 
O r r ,  C r a n e s v i l l e  v i c i n i t y  
P r e s t o n  County, West V i r g i n i a  

M i l l  s t r u c t u r e  










