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The original Ralphsnyder barn was 10-sided, construct ing w i t h  balloon f raming  and a sectional 
ccnical  roof  covered w i t h  a standing seam meta l  roof. The roof  featured a r a the r  unusual steeple- 
shaped cupola, also covered w i t h  a meta l  roof, which had louvered shutters set  i n to  each of  the 
four sides. The clapboard siding was o f  r ed  pine and the foundation was molded concrete block. 

Set on a hi! iside elevation. the barn was constructed on three levels, w i t h  t w o  entrances on the  
ground f loor and one entrance f r o m  the hi l lside to  the f i r s t  floor. There was a six- l ight  window 
set in to  each section o f  the decagonal a t  the foundation level. and a l ight  opening i n  every other 
section a t  the f i rs t - f loor  level. The ground f loor was f i t t e d  w i t h  stal ls f o r  cat t le :  the f i r s t  f loor  
was use,d for  equipment and supplies: and the second-level l o f t  was set aside f o r  hay storage. 

The cupola extended in to  a hay chute which ran  through the center o f  the bu i ld ing t o  the ground 
level and was used both f o r  vent i la t ion and as a means o f  get t ing feed t o  the  l ivestock below. The 
barn was or ig inal ly painted pale yel low w i t h  whi te  t r im.  and deep blue shut ters  on the cupola. 

In  1981, the barn was sold t o  Ka thy  O'Brien by then-owner Consolidation Coa l  Company, w i t h  the 
understanding tha t  she would move it o f f  Consol property. Several changes were  necessitated by  
this mova, including the  replacement o f  the meta l  roo f  w i t h  r o l l  roofing. [The or ig inal  roof  had t o  
be  removed before the s t ructure could be dismantled, and could no t  be salvaged.) They also found 
that  scrne of  the exter ior  siding had deter iorated t o  the po in t  where i t  had t o  be  replaced. Since 
 he barn's f i r s t  f loor subflooring was the sametongue-and-groove red  pine as t h e  siding, and a sub- 
?loor was no t  needed i n  the  reconstructed barn. the wood f r o m  the subflooring was used t o  replace 
the, detsr iora ted sections. Some o f  the wooden slats in  several o f  the s ta l l  gates inside the barn 
l."lere missing and had t o  be replaced w i t h  new wood. but most of the in te r io r  i s  original, including 
t h ~  cent ra l  hay chute. 

The foundation also underwent cer ta in  alterations. since Ulissus Ralphsnyder had  bu i l t  his barn par t l y  
in to  the sids o f  a hi l l .  The O'Brien f a r m  is located on a hi l l top. and it was no t  feasible t o  a t tz rnpt  
t o  reconstruct  the basement sect ion o f  the barn, but  the original foundation blocks were re ta ined 
and used t o  construct  a decagonal-shape foundation under the relocated barn. 

The major  a l tera t ion made a f t e r  the re locat ion was the addi t ion o f  an enclosed r id ing  r ing  around 
the exter ior  o f  the  or ig inal  Ralphsnyder structure. Al though this does change t h e  barn's appearance 
t o  a n  extent, t h e  or ig inal  10-sided building is basical ly i n t ac t  w i th in  the addi t ion and is par t ia l l y  
visibie f r o m  the outside. The C'Briens also have the original Ralphsnyder weathervane which 
features a singularly appropraite equine mat i f .  The O'Briens have also re ta ined  t he  or ig inal  yellow, 
white, and blue color scheme. 
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Se?f:zrnpnt 0: Significance ( in one paragraph) 

The Ralphsnyder Decagonal  Barn  is the  only 10-sided barn  known t o  have been const ruc ted i n  
bJest Vir ignia, and one o f  only f i v e  round/polygonal barns s t i l l  standing i n  t h e  state, ou t  o f  a 
t o t a l  o f  13 bel ieved t o  have been bu i l t .  

E X P L A N A T O R Y  NOTES 

The Ralphsnyder Decagonal  Barn was const ruc ted by  Uiissus Ralphsnyder i n  P res ton  County, near 
the  i n te rsec t i on  o f  Indian Creek Road and Rou te  19. The Ralphsnyder fami ly ,  o r ig ina l ly  f r o m  
Germany,  was a p rominen t  one in  Pres ton County.  John P4. Ralphsnyder. son o f  Aaron, c a m z  t o  
t h c  area f r o m  Mar t insburg  and purchased land on Indian Creek, eventual ly  owning one o f  t h e  most  
extensive f a r m s  o f  h is  day. H e  m a r r i e d  E l izabeth  R i f f l e  o f  Pennsylvania and h a d  e ight  chi ldren,  
f ou r  daughters - one o f  whom died i n  i r i fancy - and four  sr;ns. Three o f  h is sons. inc luding Frankl in,  
became k v c w n  as leading f a r r z - s  in. t he  area, handl ing some o f  t he  f inest  b looded stock in t h e  
c ~ a n t ) ~ .  !J~;~sLIs Ralphsnyder. bz rn  i n  1860 t o  F rank l i n  an3 his w i f e  Margare t t ,  was orphaned soon 
a f t e r  b i r t h  and was ra ised by  t w o  aunts. A f t e r  reaching adulthood. he became a f a r m e r  and c a t t l e  
breeder, and is  remembered  as an a f f l uen t  m a n  w i t h  a pa-,sion fo r  fast  horses and fancy  buggies. 
H e  is said t o  have t rave led  wide ly  and is repo r ted  t o  have rece ived the insp i ra t ion  f o r  h is 10-sided 
barn  f r o m  the round barns he encountered dur ing his t r i ps  out  west. [He is  known t o  have escor ted 
one o f  h is  aunts t o  Clement,  Michigan,  f o r  t r e a t m e n t  fo r  her ar thr i t is .  and wou ld  have t rave led  
th rough several  s ta tes  where round barns were  popular. inc luding Ohio. I l l inois. and Indiana, as 
w e l l  as Michigan.] 

A s  w i t h  most  o f  West Virg in ia 's  polygonal barns. no f i r m  date  can be establ ished fo r  t he  const ruc t ion  
o f  t h e  Ralphsnyder barn. However ,  a n  approx imate  date  o f  1890 has been proposed, wh ich  i s  reasonable 
g iven the  evidence. A p a r t  f r o m  t h e  decagonal shape - unusual i n  i tself .  since six-, eight-, and 
12-sided s t ruc tu res  were  easier t o  bu i ld  - wh ich  general ly  predated c i rcu lar  barns, o ther  indicat ions 
inc lude t h e  unusual steepled cupola [no t  found on any o ther  round/polygonal b a r n  i n  West Virginia];  
t he  rec tangu!ar  cen t ra l  hay  chute, wh ich  preceded the c i r cu la r  cent ra l  silo, f i r s t  publ ished b y  
F rank l i n  K i n g  i n  1891: the  smal le r  s ize [40 f e e t  i n  diameter]:  the  non-c i rcular  i n te r i o r  arrangement:  
and the  sp l i t - en t r y  fea tu re  w i t h  the  basement po r t i on  b u i l t  pa r t i a l l y  i n t o  t h e  s ide  o f  t he  h i l l  a l l  
mark  the  barn  as one b u i l t  be fore  the  t u r n  o f  the  century,  possibly along t h e  l ines suggested b y  
Lo renzo  T. Cof f in 's  publ ished barn  plans. A n d  the uncle of one of the cu r ren t  owners, who was born  
i n  1895. has v i v i d  memor ies  o f  d r iv ing  past t he  Ralphsnydsr barn as a young boy. 

A f a i r i y  firm c u t o f f  da te  o f  1909 can be establ ished fo r  the  ba rn  due t o  a t r a g i c  c i rcumstance.  
Ulissus' daughter. who died i n  October  1909, is  supposed t o  have been bur ied  ins ide the  barn  n e x t  
t o  the  grave o f  he r  pony. When the  O'Briens purchased the  ba rn  f r o m  Conso l ida t ion  Coa l  Company i n  
the  f a l l  of 1981, they  found a headstone i n  one corner, and have photographs showing t h e  tombstone 
c i i r vsd  w i t h  t h e  inscr ipt ion,  "Jesta, Dau. o f  U. A. G M. E. Ralphsnyder. Oct. 6, 1909." Ul issus himseI f  
d i?d  i n  1916. 

The carpenter  on t h e  or ig ina l  ba rn  was C la rk  Scot t ,  and ti l issus' father- in- law. b lacksmi th  B i l l  Teter. 
p rov ided the  standing seam m e t a l  roo f i ng  fo r  t he  barn. 

(cont.1 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE Icont.1 -- 

As indicated, the Ralphsnyder f a rm  was owned for a number of  years by Consolidation Coal  Company, 
~ ~ h i c h  was engaged i n  surface mining of  the hi l lside behind the decagonal barn. In  1973. when 
LBvid Murphy, s i te  supervisor w i t h  the Nat ional  Park Service, prepared a report  concerning threats 
t o  the barn's continued preservation. the s t ructure had already begun deteriorating. Water f r o m  a 
spring uphi l l  f r om  the  barn was f lowing against the foundation. causing three sections o f  the 
foundarion wal l  t o  buckle: two  o f  the sections subsequently collapsed. In addit ion t o  the wate r  damage, 
Consol was stor ing heaavy equipment and scrap meta l  on the main floor o f  the barn d i rect ly  over 
the collapsed foundation walls, which was causing the building to  lean uphill. Al though Murphy 
emphasized the immediacy o f  the threat  t o  the building. and argued strongly in  favor  o f  i t s  preser- 
vation, the coal company al lowed the problems to  go unchecked for several years un t i l  the barn's 
increasingly di lapidated condi t ion made the company decide t o  demolish the  structure. 

However, i n  1981 Ka thy  O'Brien. an employee of Consol. was looking for a barn fo r  her show horses, 
and supervisor Ray Henderson t o l d  her about the Ralphsnyder barn which the company was planning 
to  tear down. Ms. O'Brien was al lowed t o  purchase the barn on the condi t ion that  she move it o f f  
Consol property. and in  September 1981 she and her father began the job o f  dismantling. moving, and 
reassembling the barn on the i r  f a r m  two  mi les  outside Masontown. 

Ths O'Briens, both w i t h  t ra in ing i n  draf t ing.  documented the ent i re  process. making detai led drawings 
O F  both  in ter ior  and exterior. taking numerous photographs, and carefu l ly  numbering and color coding 
each p i ~ c e  t o  make cer ta in  tha t  the barn would be reconstructed as close t o  or ig inal  as possible. 

As ment ioned in  the Descr ipt ion section, the relocat ion of  the barn occasioned cer ta in  alterations, 
several o f  which would probably have been necessary i f  the barn had been restored wi thout  being 
moved. The major al terat ion,  the addi t ion of  an enclosed c i rcu lar  r id ing r ing  around the exter ior  
o f  the barn, is compat ib le w i t h  and complementary t o  the or ig inal  design intent. The new appearance 
is also crnsistent w i t h  tha t  o f  older, unmodif ied round and polygonal barns based on the I l l inois 
stock barn publ ic ized by L loyd  Z. Jones i n  Wallace's Farmer  i n  January 1903. In  general, the 
Ralphsnyder-O'Brien barn is a reasonably accurate reconstruction. although it has been mod i f ied  t o  
sui t  the needs of  the cur rent  owners. 

However, the barn is once again in  use as a stock barn. T ie  basic s t ructure s t i l l  retains 90% o f  the 
or ig inal  integr i ty.  and the f ac t  remains tha t  the barn had t o  be a l tered i n  order t o  remain useful. 
and would have been demolished i f  it had not  been moved. 
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G e a g r a ? h i c a l  Data 

Acreage - .9 a c r e  

Verba l  B z u ~ ~ d a r y  D e s c r i p t i o n  

I n c l u s i v e  of t h e  b a r n  o n l y  and i n n e d i a t e  grounds  b e g i n n i n g  2 t  t h e  apex of 
t h e  cur l re  of County Route 5 2 1 2  ( a t  t h e  p o i n t  \<here  t h e  road t u r n s  sou thward) ,  and 
p r o c e e d i n g  from t h e  p o i n t  in a  c o n t i n u o u s  s t r a i g h t  l i n e  s o u t h w e s t e r l y  200 f t . ,  
t h e n c e  s o u t h e a s t e r l y  i n  a  s t r a i g h t  l i n e  180 f t . ;  and t h e n c e  175 f t .  a l o n g  t h e  
wesc edgs  of  County Route 5212 t o  t h e  p o i n t  of  b e g i n n i n g ,  t o  form a t r i a n g l e .  
(See s k e t c h  map) 








