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: The C l o n i 2 l  R e v i v a l  Pur in tc ln  Iiouse ijas c c - ? l < t e d  i n  1904 was compie tod  i n  1904  
4 f z z 2  c ies igns  by a r c h i t e c t  J .  C h a r l s s  F ~ i i t o n .  I: x i n t a i n s  S e o - C l a s s i c a l  R z v i v a l  

f e a t l l r e s  which c h a r a c t e r i z e  b u i l d i n g s  of  t h e  5s-236 ; ) s r iod  ( c .  1900-1930) a t  West 
3 . .  - S ' i r ~ ~ l ~ n  Pn ive r s i t : z  and p r e s ~ r v z s  a  pdac2 f u l  , :?r ~i.:.. acx ,3sphere  a n i d  t h ~ )  311$>~, modern 

.-7 . . .  , er!viror,ccn: on W U ' s  downtown c 3 ; r . p ~ ~ .  122 btiL:z:x~ s s t y l e  i s  r e m i n i s c e i ~ t  o f  t h e  
3 . . 
4 edu:- . t ional  t r a d i t i o n  of o l d  V i r z i n i a ,  xr.1-h A + .  I -ducacors  i d e n t i f  i ~ d  w i t h  d u r i n g  i-;lis 
* p e r i o d  oE t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ' s  h i s t o r y .  
4 

-,I 

+ i n e  d e s i g n e r  o f  P u r i q t o n  House Eollor .~ed t::? 2 , l t t e r r :  o f  Co lon iaL  Res-ival a r c h -  
i t e c t u r e  thrc i igh  h i s  u s e  c?f c l a s s i c d  a r c h i t e c : . i r e l  e l m ? n t s  and t h e  d i s p r o p o r t i o ~ l a t e  
sLze  o f  -52 p o r t i c o  and r o o f l i n e  compared t o  rl?s r e s t  3f  t h s  h o u s e .  The widow's  w a l k  
a d d s  aric:her f lar ,e  of C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l i s x  a f t ? :  r h 2  Georgian  mode. Y s t ,  t h e  c o u r s a d  
a s h l a r  s x r e r i o r  f i n i s h  i s  a con tempora ry  t o u c h .  

On t h e  e a s t  (main)  f a c a d e ,  two I o n i c  wood c o l u a n s  a r e  p r o m i z e n t l y  c e n t e r e d  on t h e  
p o r c h  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  S l a t e  t i l e  a d o r n s  t h e  h i p  r o o f .  A b a l u s t r a d e d  d e c k  t o p s  t h e  
r o o f ,  a s  do f o u r  lei? chimneys .  Two wooden d o r x r s  w i t h  t r i a n g u l a r  p e d i m e n t s  a d o r n  
t h e  e z s t e r n  and w e s t e r n  r o o f  s l o p e s  and t h e  n o r t h x e s t e r n  and s o u t 5 w e s t e r n  c o r r l e r s  o f  
t h s  r o o f .  -4 s7Jan ' s  neck  pediment  r e s t s  on t h e  f r o n t  c s n t e r  o f  t h e  r o o f  w i t h  a 
p s l l z d i a n  window i n  i t .  T r i z - g u l n r  p e d i w i - t s  for::. t h a  g a b l e  e n d s  ( n o r t h e r n  and s o u t h e r n  
e n d s ) .  These  f e a - t u r e  s c r o l l - s h a p e d  b r a c k e t s .  S : r o l l - l i k e  m o d i l l i o ~ s  s u p p o r t  t h e  c d v e s  
u x d c r  t h z  r o o f .  A widow's  walk  t o p s  thti f r o r L t  ? s i - t i c s ,  and a n o t h e r  r e s t s  on the  f r o n t  
o f  t h z  szcond  s t o r y .  Srral!-?r I o n i c  co1~;:nrls s u ? ? l ~ 7 i ? n t  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t he  p o r t i c o  
and 4 g e  t h e  rspgns~vs p o r c h .  ..Loi+.,sLe:ss l e a d  rc :he f r o n ;  and s i d e s  o f  t h e  p o r c h .  
h d o o r  on thz l e f t  f r o z z  of  t h e  house  and a  g z r ~ ? ?  t o  t h e  l e f t  o f  t h e  h o u s e  was 
added i n  l937..-;, ? o u r  1/l s;lnd,ows a r e  on each  f a c n d z .  The dormsr  .windows h a v e  4 / 1  
l i g h t s .  The wir~dows a r e  n o t  o r i g i n a l ,  brut :he sco?e 1 i?.'els r e m a i n .  

- . . . . . 

The i n t e r i o r  h a s  b e e n  e x t s n s i v e i y ,  b u t  n o t  i r r e v o c a b l y  a l t e r e d .  The w a l l s  a re  
p l a s t e r .  F l o o r s  a r e  c a r p e t e d  hardwood.  An e n c l o s e d  s t z i r c a s e  c o n n e c t s  t h e  t h r e e  
s t o r i e s .  w a i l s  h a v e  been  added t o  c r e a t e  more o f f i c e s .  The w a l l s  are t empora ry  and 
a l l  o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c  i s  i n t a c t .  



- .- 
F u r i n t o n  House,  t h e  f i r s t  on-campus h ~ a e  o r  .,zs.: YirgLn la  U n i v e r s i t y  p r e s i d e n t s ,  

i s  a  symbal  of  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ' s  g rowth ;  a t  t h e  ti:- 3: i t s  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  
p r e s i d e n t  needed a a  on-canpus r e s i d e n c e  i n  order co kec3 c o n s t a n t  v i g i l a n c e  on t h e  
s ~ h o o l ' s  expand ing  b u r e a u c r a c y ,  b u t  by 1 3 6 7  t?,d .~ : . i s - s rs i ty  had  expandzd t o  two 
campuses and t h e  p r e s i d e n :  moved h i s  r e s i d e n c e  :? 2 h c u s e  n e a r  t h e  newer E v a n s d a l e  
campus. The c o n s t a n t  need  f o r  new o f f i c s  s p a c e  f::r t h e  expanding  b u r e a u c r a c y  
c a u s e d  t h e  h o u s e  t o  be c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  a n  o f f i c e  l32iLdin;. Today, t h e  h o u s e  s t a n d s  a s  
a  symbol of  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ' s  h i s t o r y  d u r i n g  t h s  f i r s t  decade  of  t h e  t v e n t i e t h -  
c e n t u r y ,  j u s t  a s  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  on IWU's  downtown cacp l l s  s t a n d  as symbols  o f  t h e  
h i s t o r i c  p e r i o d s  i n  which t h e y  wzre  b u i l t .  

U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s i d e n t  D a n i e l  P,. P u r i n t o n  o rSe r2 . l  t h ?  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  what- would 
l a t e r  b e  known a s  P u r i n t o n  House i n  1 9 0 i  and 1305 :?s t 3 s  f i r s t  on-campus home f o r  
JGest V i rg i . n i a .  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  p r e s i d e n t .  P u r i n c ~ r !  hzd  zngaged i n  a n  e x t e n s i v e  bu i l . d ing  
?;T-:T~:' f o r  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ,  and c r i t i c s  of t h e  ' c ~ i l d i ~ ~  program e x p e n d i t u r e s  a t t a c k e d  
F u r i n t o n  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i n g  a  house f o r  h i s  own vs?. F u r t h z r  c r i t i c i s m  s u r f a c e d  when 
P u r i n t o n  was d e n i e d  p u b l i c  f u n d s  t o  b u i l d  t h e  'nsuse b u t  used  p r i v a t e  f u n d s  t o  b e g i n  - .  c o n s t r u c t i o n  anyway. G i - h * ~  c o n t r o v e r s ~ c : ;  o::c-.i~-r:c ssczcs?  ~ : ? e  price- 0.: I::.!? l o t ,  r jh ich  
was o f f e r e d  f o r  s a l e  by \~iTi f a c u l t y  m m b e r  D r .  I .  C .  :;t?ite, was c o n s i d e r e d  e x c e s s i v e .  
C o n s t r u c t i o n  bogged down due  t o  l a c k  o f  f u n d s ,  and F u r i r ~ t t x i  tlseci. stuii~:r!t  f e e s  t o  
c o m p l e t e  t h e  h o u s e .  The h o u s e  c o s t  $42 ,611 .94 ,  w i t h  o n l y  $13,000 p a i d  f rom p r i v a t e  
s o u r c e s .  P u r i n t o n  c e l s b r a t e d  c o m p l e t i o n  of  t h e  h w s e  on T h a n k s g i v i n g  Day, 1906 w i t h  
a t u r k e y  d i n n e r  f o r  t h e  f a c u l t y  members and t h s i r  s p o u s e s .  Ano the r  no ' teworthy e v e n t  
a t  t h e  h o u s e  w a s  P r e s i d e n t  W i l l i a m  Howard T a f t ' s  a d d r e s s ,  "World Wide Speech,"  an 
Noverriber 2 ,  1911,  f r o a  t h e  f r o n t  p o r c h  of P u r i n r 3 3  Housz. 

The p r o p o n e n t  f o r  t h e  h o u s e ,  D a n i e l  B .  P u r i n t o n ,  s e r v e d  a s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  West 
V i r g i n i a  U n i v e r s i t y  from 1 9 0 1  t o  1911 .  He was b ~ r n  on Februa ry  1 5 ,  1850 i n  P r e s t o n  
Coun ty ,  West V i r g i n i a ,  t h e  s o n  of  a  B a p t i s t  n i n i s t e r .  He g r a d u a t e d  f rom 2nd 
r e c s i v e d  a  d o c t o r a t e  f rom t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K s s h v i l l e .  He became a n  i n s t r u c t o r  a t  
h?rlj i n  1873  and s e r v e d  a s  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  and z c t i n g  p r e s i d e n t  i n  1 8 8 1  and 1 8 8 2 .  
F u r i n t o n  was p r e s i d e n t  of  Denison  U n i v e r s i t y  f r o a  1890 t o  1901 .  He w a s  m a r r i e d  
t o  F l o r e n c e  A. Lyon i n  1876 and d i e d  on Kovembsr 27,  1933  i n  Morgantown, West V i r g i n i a .  

Today,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  h o u s e s  o f f i c e s  f o r  t h e  A l u n n i  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  V i c e - p r e s i d e n t  
f o r  I n s t i t u t i o n a l  Advancement and h i s  s t a f f ,  artd c t ' cer  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e s .  
The Alumni A s s o c i a t i o n  w i l l  v a c a t e  t h e  b u i l d i ~ g  \:hen t h e  new a l u m n i  c e n t e r ,  now u n d e r  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  on t h e  E v a n s d a l e  campus, i s  com?le t ed .  



T h e  a r c h i t e c t ,  J .  C h e r l e s  F u l t o n  742s pro - inen t  ?;f o n l y  f o r  h i s  des i zn  of  
i h s  P u r i n t o n  House,  b u t  also f o r  t h e  d e s i g n  2-2 'au<lC1?; o f  t h e  Doddr idgs  County  
C o u r t  House and t h e  Ran2al~h County Cour t  House,  Sat: .individually i i s t e d  on t h e  
National R e g i s t e r .  



114 acr .e  A c r a q e  of nominated p r q e i t y  - -  - 

\ 'oroantown :Iortb., IL'V G ~ a c : v g , e  name _-::- -0. ..--- . 

Yerhal boundary description and justif ication 

S.32 c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t .  

* ? 7 ;  L j ! 8 , 9 ! 6  3 01 I4,318,7~5,3,0j B , 
_-A IUU I 

Zonz Easting Northing i 3 n s  

- - - -- . - - -- 
L i s t  all ~ : a t e ~  and counties  f o r  properties averl.-rppir?g sta te  or county boundaries 

c i  1 i i _ i , l  I l J I I  

code county 

I !  1 1 -  
I I a 8 2  

code 

I!. L I 1 I I I I J -  F d  

' i  I I I I 1 1  G LA -1 1 ~ 1  

code 

m i ,  
R a n d a l l  Gooden and ?!or ta r  Board s e n i o r  i o l o r e r y  (Elizibrth ? ! ~ o r e  ~ a l l )  

-. - - - - . . -. - - -. - 

1JVU P u b l i c  H i s t o r y  O p t i o n  J u l y  1 9 ,  1985 
organizetion date 

~ - - -- 

city or town Norgantown state WV 

The ev3luated significance of this property within the st2te is: 

national state local 
- 

A s  the des~gna!ad St3te Historic Preservatlon Off icer for the National Hisiorrc Preservation Act o f  1966 (Public Law 84 -  
665 ) ,  I hereby nominate t h ~ s  property for 
accordrng to the criteria and procedures set 

State H~stor ic Preservatlon Offrcer srgnature - - - -- -- - 

1 Q t 3 a ,  

title State H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  Officer 
4 - 

For NPS use on:y i 

I hereby certify that thls property IS Included in the Natronal Reg~sfer 



C o r e ,  E a r l  1,. The Monon5al ia  S t o r y :  .4 Bicei . : .=zni~i l  
P a r s o n s ,  1.N: FlcClain Printing Co. ,  1 9 7 9 .  

C o r e ,  Earl L .  The Monongalia  S t o r y :  A R i c ~ ~ t ~ n - . i a i  - - .- - 

P a r s o n s ,  W J :  McClain Printing Co. ,  198:. 

E i s t o r y .  Vol .  3 .  D i s c o r d .  

Z i s t o r y .  V o l .  4 .  I n d u s t r i ~ l i z n t i o n .  
-- 



From p o i n t  of b e g i n n i n g ,  f o l l o w  side~..;,ilk 1%. 3 f = A -  - - - .., - _ n25T1 t o  p o i n t ,  thenc? s o u t h -  
- -  - - . - - - -  - -  w e s i  145 f e e t  t o  Hough S t r 2 2 t ,  thence  Solithe?->: - . - . -  to c o r n e r  of Hough S t r e e t  

arid U n i x r e r s i t y  Avenue, t h e n c e  f o l l o n i n ?  L'ni.-s:5l:-.- .;.:c:.- 117.8 f e e t  t o  p o i n t  o f  
b e g i n n i n g .  (See  a t t a c h e d  naps) 






