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1. Name 

historic Powell - Rednond House 

2. Location 

vicinity of city, town C l i f t o n  

state West V i r g i n i a  code 54 county Xason code 053 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status 
- district - public L occupied 
2- building(s) L private - unoccupied 
- structure - both - work in progress 

L .  - site Public Acquisition Accessible 
- object in process y e s :  restricted 

- being considered - yes: unrestricted 
L no 

Present U s e  
- agriculture - museum 
- commercial - park 
- educational X private residence 
- entertainment - religious 
- government - scientific 
- industrial - transportation 
- military - other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name N r  . and Mrs. Roy W. Elmer 

citv, town C l i f t o n  !?&vicinity of ,tate Wes t Virginia 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. ~Xas0i-i County Cotirehouse 

street & number 6 t h  S t r e e t  

city, town Poin t  P l easan t  state West V i rg in i a  

6. Remesentation in Existing Surveys 

title N/ A has this property been determined eligible? y e s  2 L  no 

date - federal - state - county - local 

dewsi tow for survev records 

city, town state 



- 
7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
L excellent - deteriorated - unaltered X original site 
- good - ruins altered m o v e d  date 
- fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original ( i f  known) physical appearance 

The Powel l  - Redmond House i s  s i t e d  on a n  i s o l a t e d  t r e e - l i n e d  promontary 
above t h e  Mason County hamle t  of C l i f t o n  and f a c e s  t h e  Ohio River  and Midd lepor t ,  
Ohio,  t o  t h e  w e s t .  The house ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  and most impor tan t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  l and-  
mark i n  t h e  community, i s  surrounded on t h r e e  s i d e s  by a broad lawn and  on  two 
s i d e s  by a s t e e p  r a v i n e  which s e t s  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  a p a r t  from t h e  community p roper .  

The Powel l  - Redmond House i s  a  two and one-half s t o r y ,  r e d  b r i c k  
s t r u c t u r e  of I t a l i a n a t e  d e s i g n .  L i k e  many houses  of 19 th -cen tury  America, t h i s  one 
t o o  i n c o r p o r a t e s  a  r e a r  e l l  housing domest ic  and k i t c h e n  a r e a s .  The house  f e a t u r e s  
f i n e  b r ickwork  (5-course  American bonding) ,  sawnwork, and ' s t rong v e r t i c a l  open ings  
t y p i c a l  o f  s u b s t a n t i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  t h e  High V i c t o r i a n  age.  The f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  
is  p a r t i c u l a r l y  noteworthy as i t  e x h i b i t s  superb  f l o o r - l e n g t h ,  doublehung, f i r s t  
s t o r y  windows w i t h  heavy segmental  s t o n e  l i n t e l s .  The segmental  open ings  ( through-  
o u t )  are dwarfed by t h e  r e c e s s e d  e n t r a n c e  v e s t i b u l e  which houses  t h e  double - lea f  
door  w i t h  i t s  e x p a n s i v e  segmental  transom ( 2  panes) and t h r e e - q u a r t e r - l e n g t h  s i d e -  
l i g h t s .  The f r o n t  porch  i s  embel l i shed  w i t h  r e c e n t l y  r e s t o r e d  sawnwork and b r a c k e t -  
work; t h e  c e n t e r  bay d i s p l a y s  a n  openwork wooden e a v e s '  pane l  w i t h  t h e  name "Redmond" 
b o l d l y  d i s p l a y e d .  Another s i g n i f i c a n t  d e s i g n  element i s  t h e  E a s t l a k e - s t y l e  f r o n t -  
p i e c e  w i t h  ca rved  v e r t i c a l  r i b s  and i n t e r s e c t i n g  embossed b l o c k s  and s t a r s .  

The four teen-room house i s  h i g h l i g h t e d  w i t h  d e c o r a t i v e  woodwork and 
p l a s t e r w o r k  i n  t h e  main b l o c k .  The s p a c i o u s  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  h a l l  i s  dominated by a 
4-run, o p e n - s t r i n g  s ta i r ,  r i s i n g  i n  a n  open w e l l  a t  t h e  r e a r .  The moulded r a i l  
a s c e n d s  i n  a c o n t i n u o u s  l i n e ,  c u r v i n g  a t  t h e  l a n d i n g s ,  t o  t h e  uppermost f l o o r .  Dark 
v a r n i s h e s  l e n d  t h e  heavy newel and s p i n d l e s  a  hardwood appearance.  Opening o f f  t h e  
ha l lway  are doorways t o  t h e  f l a n k i n g  p a r l o r s ,  each transomed and f i l l e d  w i t h  o r i g i n a l  
e t c h e d  g l a s s .  A s i d e  s e r v a n t s '  e n t r a n c e  (wi th  a  d e e p l y  paneled and moulded door)  
r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  b e l l  w i t h  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n  "Taylor .S. P a t e n t  Oct. 23, 1860". 

The o u t s t a n d i n g  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e  of t h e  Powell  - Redmond House i s  
t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  ba l l room.  The room i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  of t h e  house  and f e a t u r e s  a n  
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  d i s p l a y  o f  i n t a c t  ornamental  p l a s t e m o r k .  Formal i ty  o f  t h i s  chamber, 
which opens  t o  t h e  l e f t  o f  t h e  e n t r a n c e  h a l l ,  i s  a c c e n t u a t e d  by a number o f  High 
V i c t o r i a n  f e a t u r e s ;  among t h e s e  a r e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  two symmet r ica l ly  p l a c e d  f i r e -  
p l a c e s  w i t h  1 9 t h - c e n t u r y  open ings  ( t h e  c a s t m e t a l  m a n t l e p i e c e s  w i t h  a r c h e d  openings  
s i m u l a t e  m a r b l e ) ;  o r i g i n a l  wooden s o l i d  paneled i n t e r i o r  b l i n d s  ( 2  s e t s  p e r  s a s h ) ;  
m a s s i v e  s h o u l d e r e d  a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m  over  s e g m e n t a l  open ings  w i t h  prominent  c o r n i c e  
heads  (cyma r e v e r s a ) ;  and a s o p h i s t i c a t e d  d i s p l a y  of ornamental  p l a s t e m o r k  i n  t h e  
room's c o r n i c e  and c e i l i n g  a r e a s .  

The complex p l a s t e r  mouldings of t h e  Powell  - Redmond House ba l l room a r e  
of t h e  e n r i c h e d  c a s t  v a r i e t y  t h a t  e x h i b i t  d e s i g n s  i n  th ree -d imens iona l  r e l i e f .  The 

d i s p l a y  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  Rococo i n  s t y l e ,  b e f i t t i n g  V i c t o r i a n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  favored  
by V i c t o r i a n - e r a  d e s i g n e r s  who a l s o  favored  f u r n i t u r e  of s i m i l a r  s t y l e  (e .g .  t y p e s  
produced by John  Henry B e l t e r ) .  Centered i n  t h e  c e i l i n g  i s  a huge o v a l  r o s e t t e  
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w i t h  expanding,  c o n c e n t r i c  r i n g s  ( 2  r i n g s )  of enr iched  achan thus  l e a v e s  s e p a r a t e d  
from a n  o u t e r  r i n g  of entwined f l o r a l  g a r l a n d s  by a bead-and-reel  moulding.  The 
c o r n i c e  of t h e  room i s  e n r i c h e d  w i t h  a 3-dimensional f r i e z e  of g r a p e v i n e  l e a v e s  
and  bunches of g r a p e s .  Other  f e a t u r e s  i n c l u d e  run- in-place  mouldings w i t h  egg-and- 
d a r t  and s t y l i z e d  a c h a n t h u s  l e a f  d e s i g n s .  The c o r n e r s  of t h e  c e i l i n g  a r e  f i l l e d  
w i t h  t r i a n g u l a r  g roup ings  o f  f o l i a r  s u b j e c t s  i n  t h e  manner of a r i n c e a u .  



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
- prehistoric archeology-prehistoric - community planning -- landscape architecture- religion 
- 1400-1499 - archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 
- 1500-1 599 - agriculture - economics - literature - sculpture 
- 1600-1 699 X architecture - education 2 military - social1 
- 1700-1799 - art - engineering - music humanitarian 
L 1800-1899 commerce - exploration/settlement - philosophy - theater 

- 1900- - communications - industry po1itics:government - transportation 
- invention other (specify) 

l o c a l  h i s  t o r y  

Specific dates 1866 Builder~Architect N~~ K~~~~ 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Powell  - Redmond House, s t a n d i n g  on  a b l u f f  o v e r l o o k i n g  t h e  Ohio 
R i v e r  i n  t h e  community o f  C l i f t o n ,  4iason County, West V i r g i n i a ,  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  as 
t h e  home of a man who s e r v e d  as a  major  g e n e r a l  i n  t h e  C i v i l  War, a s  w e l l  a s  home 
t o  a prominent  Mason County family1.  The Powell  - Redmond House i s  a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t  

2 as a n  i m p o r t a n t  work o f  I t a l i a n a t e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  s o u t h e r n  West V i r g i n i a  . 

Explana to ry  Notes 

1. The Powell  - Redmond House was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1866 by Wi l l i am Henry Powel l  
(1825-1904), who had e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  C l i f t o n  I r o n  & N a i l  Company a t  C l i f t o n  t h e  same 
y e a r .  Powel l  was a n  i n d i v i d u a l  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  American h i s t o r y .  Having been  i n v o l v e d  
i n  t h e  i r o n  i n d u s t r y  p r i o r  t o  t h e  o u t b r e a k  of t h e  C i v i l  \Jar, Powel l  r e c r u i t e d  a 
company o f  c a v a l r y  i n s o u t h e r n  Ohio i n  1861  t h a t  became a  u n i t  of t h e  2nd (Nes t )  
V i r g i n i a  Cavalry  w i t h  Powel l  a s  i t s  c a p t a i n .  Will iam Powell  r o s e  s t e a d i l y  i n  r a n k  
t h r o u g h  t h e  w a r  y e a r s ,  s e r v i n g  p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  West V i r g i n i a  T h e a t r e .  Powel l  con- 
d u c t e d  t h e  famous " S t i n k i n g  Creek Raid1' i n  which he,  6 ~ i t h  o n l y  22 men, c a p t u r e d  a n  
e n t i r e  V i r g i n i a  regiment  o f  o v e r  500 Confedera tes  a t  Cold Knob i n  G r e e n b r i e r  County, 
West V i r g i n i a  i n  1862. He was wounded a t  Wythev i l l e  i n  1863 and t a k e n  c a p t i v e ,  spend ing  
n i n e  months i n  Libby P r i s o n  b e f o r e  b e i n g  exchanged f o r  a c o u s i n  o f  Rober t  E. Lee. 
A f t e r  h i s  r e l e a s e ,  Powell  j o i n e d  t h e  command of General  Sher idan ,  was consp icuous  a t  
t h e  B a t t l e  of Cedar Creek and was promoted t o  B r i g a d i e r  General .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d s  
(1865) Powel l  was b r e v e t e d  a  Major Genera l .  For h i s  e x p l o i t  a t  " S t i n k i n g  Creek", 

W i l l i a m  H. Powell  r e c e i v e d  t h e  Congress iona l  Medal of Honor. 

General  Powel l  and h i s  f a m i l y  l i v e d  i n  t h e  e l e g a n t  home h e  had c o n s t r u c t e d  
a t  C l i f t o n  from 1866 u n t i l  1871. During t h a t  t ime, a  grand p a r t y  was h e l d  on t h e  
lawn t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  v i c t o r y  of Ulysess  S.  Grant  i n  t h e  1808 p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n ,  
t h e  b o n f i r e s  of which c o u l d  be  s e e n  f o r  many m i l e s  around. 

General  Powel l  s o l d  h i s  N a i l  F a c t o r y  and h i s  home i n  1871  and moved t o  
Kansas.  He subsequen t ly  s e r v e d  as a depar tmenta l  commander i n  t h e  Grand Army of  t h e  
Republ ic  and i n  1898 was a p p o i n t e d  c o l l e c t o r  o f  I n t e r n a l  Revenue by P r e s i d e n t  McKinley, 
a p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d .  

The house a t  C l i f t o n  w a s  occup ied  by H i r a m  H. Swallow, a l o c a l l y  prominent  
merchant  u n t i l  1885, when i t  was purchased by Benjamin J. Redmond, s c i o n  of a d i s -  
t i n g u i s h e d  West V i r g i n i a  f a m i l y .  Redmond was a  prominent Mason County a t t o r n e y  
and p layed  a s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  Nason County c i v i c  l i f e .  R e f e r r e d  t o  l o c a l l y  as 
I t  Judge" Redmond, due t o  h i s  hav ing  s e r v e d  as J u s t i c e  of t h e  Peace  from 1868 t o  1870,  
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Redmond h e l d  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  p o s t  of P rovos t  Marsha l l  of Mason County d u r i n g  t h e  
C i v i l  War. L a t e r ,  Redmond s e r v e d  as P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Mason County Court  (1872-1876), 
was t h e  Republ ican nominee f o r  S h e r i f f  i n  1880, and r e p r e s e n t e d  Mason Counry i n  
t h e  West V i r g i n i a  House of D e l e g a t e s  from 1889 t o  1891. Also prominent i n  b u s i n e s s  
a f f a i r s ,  Judge  Redmond owned t h e  I r o n  and N a i l  Company t h a t  had been founded by 
Genera l  Powel l ,  a  f u n e r a l  home i n  Mason C i t y ,  and had a  c o n t r o l l i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  
t h e  Vulcan Machine Company whose shops  were l o c a t e d  i n  Middlepor t ,  Ohio. Members 
of t h e  Redmond Family have  con t inued  t o  p l a y  a  prominent r o l e  i n  Mason County t o  
t h e  p r e s e n t  t h e .  Mrs. S a l l i e  Elmer, one  of t h e  p r e s e n t  owners, is  a  g r e a t - g r e a t  
g randdaughte r  of Judge Redmond. 

2. The Powell  - Redmond House is  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  s u r v i v i n g  example o f  I t a l i a n a t e  
a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  s o u t h e r n  West V i r g i n i a  and e x h i b i t s  one o f  t h e  b e s t  examples o f  l a r g e -  
s c a l e  o rnamenta l  p l a s t e m r k  o f  t h e  High V i c t o r i a n  p e r i o d  i n  t h e  Ohio V a l l e y .  

While t h e  house  l a c k s  t h e  towers  commonly found w i t h  u rban  I t a l i a n a t e  
houses  of t h e  t ime,  o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  f e a t u r e s  c l e a r l y  deno te  t h e  s t y l e .  These  
i n c l u d e  t a l l ,  segmental  open ings ,  e l a b o r a t e  sawnwork verandah d e t a i l i n g ,  and heavy 
s h o u l d e r e d  wooden i n t e r i o r  door and window t r i m .  Of g r e a t  importance t o  t h i s  mid- 
1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  house ,  i s  t h e  s u p e r b  ba l l room embel l i shed  w i t h  complex p l a s t e r  mouidings  
( r e s t o r e d  by t h e  p r e s e n t  owner) t h a t  e x h i b i t  d e s i g n s  i n  three-dimensional  r e l i e f .  
These  f e a t u r e s ,  pe rhaps  more t h a n  any o t h e r ,  d e s i g n a t e  t h e  gent lemanly ambience o f  
a  home o b v i o u s l y  des igned  f o r  s o c i a l  g a t h e r i n g s .  

The Powell  - Redmond House i s ,  t h e n ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  one  o f  t h e  f i n e s t  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  landmarks i n  t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  Ohio River  Va l ley  and as hav ing  been 
home t o  s e v e r a l  i n d i v i d u a l s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  b o t h  Mason County and 
West V i r g i n i a .  
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H a r d e s t y ' s  West V i r g i n i a  C o u n t i e s ,  Volume 5 ,  Comstock P u b l i s h i n g ,  
Richwood, W.Va. (1883) ,  1973. 

"Oral  I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  Roy W. and S a l l i e  Elmer", by Michael 3. Pauley  and 
Rodney S. C o l l i n s ,  C l i f t o n ,  W.Va., November 5, 1982. 

Warner, Ezra J . ,  G e n e r a l s  i n  Blue: L ives  of t h e  Union Commanders, 
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  Baton Rouge, La., 1964. 
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t o t a l  3.265 a c r e s .  






