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R e f e r e n c e  is  made h e r e  t o  t h e  P l a t  Map o f  t h e  c i t y  o f  P o i n t  P l e a s a n t .  

L o t  120 is owned by t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  and  R e c r e a t i o n ,  as s t a t e d .  

(Number all enlrte.) 
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Mason 
F O R  NPS U S E  O N L Y  

L o t s  1 2 3 ,  1 2 4 ,  a n d  125  a r e  owned by Mrs. C. C. ( B e s s i e )  S t o n e ,  4. 

4 - A  Main S t r e e t ,  P o i n t  P l e a s a n t ,  W. Va. 

L o t  122 is owned by M r .  Thomas J. a n d  E s t h e r  Reyno lds ,  20 Main S t r e e t ,  
P o i n t  P l e a s a n t ,  W. Va. i 

L o t  126  is owned by t h e  C i t y  o f  P o i n t  P l e a s a n t .  

E N T R Y  NUMBER 

L e g a l  d e s c r i p t i o n s  f o r  a l l  p r o p e r t i e s  may be  f o u n d  i n  t h e  Mason County 
C o u r t h o u s e ,  P o i n t  P l e a s a n t ,  W. Va. 

M 

D A T E  
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/ w e  have  no c o n c l u s i v e  r e c o r d  o f /occupancy  o f  t h e  l a n d  a t  t h e  p o i n t  o f  t h e  
c o n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  Ohio and Kanawha when t h e  s o l d i e r s  o f  Andrew Lewis made 
camp t h e r e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  b a t t l e .  However, a c e r t a i n  Hanson w i t h  a  p a r t y  
came down t h e  r i v e r  i n  1774 and on  A p r i l  20,  Hanson r e c o r d s  t h a t  h e  "found 
26 p e o p l e  encampt a t  t h e  p o i n t  t o  c u l t i v a t e  l a n d s ,  o t h e r s  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  

I s u r v e y o r s . "  The p o i n t  was p r o b a b l y  much b r o a d e r  and some l o n g e r  a t  t h a t  
t i m e ,  f o r  a n  e a r l y  map o f  P o i n t  P l e a s a n t  shows a Water  S t r e e t  and a  row o f  
h o u s e s  on  t h e  Ohio s i d e  o f  t h e  p o i n t  where now t h e r e  i s  m e r e l y  a s l i g h t  
g r a s s y  i n d e n t a t i o n  f r o n t e d  by  r i p - r a p .  T r a d i t i o n s  h a v e  come down o f  a c o r n -  
f i e l d  and d r i l l - g r o u n d  be tween t h e  p r e s e n t  c a b i n  and t h e  r i v e r .  

I m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  b a t t l e ,  t r o o p s  were  l e f t  b e h i n d  t o  e r e c t  F o r t  B l q i r ,  
s a i d  t o  h a v e  i n c l u d e d  a s t o c k a d e  f o r  a n i m a l s .  I t  was p a r t l y  bu rned  down i n  
a n  I n d i a n  a t t a c k  i n  1775,  i f  D r .  w a l k e r ' s  a c c u s a t i o n  a t  a c o n f e r e n c e  w i t h  
t h e  I n d i a n s  on  O c t o b e r  14 ,  1775,  i s  a c c u r a t e ,  b u t  t h e  s t o r e  i n s i d e  was l e f t .  

The p r e s e n t  c a b i n  b u i l t  by  W a l t e r  Newman was used  a s  a t a v e r n  and s t o o d  v e r y  
n e a r  a  t h o r o u g h f a r e .  I t  h a s  remained s u b s t a n t i a l l y  unchanged,  b e i n g  r e -  
p a i r e d  i n  1901. Around 1911 i t  seems t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  p o r c h e s  were added 1 o n  t h e  r i v e r  s i d e ,  and  t h e  p r o t e c t i v e  ove rhang  on  t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e .  

The  s i t e  where  Lewis '  t r o o p s  camped and F o r t  B l a i r  was b u i l t  i s  now a w e l l -  
k e p t  S t a t e  p a r k .  The W a l t e r  Newman c a b i n  i s  u s e d  a s  a museum open d u r i n g  thc 
t o u r i s t  s e a s o n .  The museum has  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  I n d i a n  r e l i c s  o f  a l l  p e r i o d s  
i n  t h e  a t t i c  r e g i o n .  Most o f  t h e s e  cxne  @om t h e  grounds  o r  from t h e  a r e a .  
O t h e r  rooms a r e  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  e a r  ly American f u r n i s h i n g s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  a  
t r u n k  o f  m a t e r i a l s  once -owned  by a  D r .  B e n n e t t ,  r e s i d e n t  o f  P o i n t  P l e a s a n t ,  
whom t h e  S t a t e  r o a d  s i g n  p r o c l a i m s  t o  be t h e  f i r s t  p h y s i c i a n  t o  pe r fo rm a  
C a e s a r i a n  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  

I A ~  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h i s  c e n t u r y ,  when e f f o r t s  were  made t o  commemorate t h e  
B a t t l e  o f  P o i n t  P l e a s a n t ,  h o r s e  s t a b l e s  and p i g  s t y s  were  t o  be found on 
t h e  ground where  t h e  dead  from t h e  b a t t l e  were  i n t e r r e d .  T h e r e  i s  d o u b t l e s s  
s t i l l  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h e  a r c h & o ~ o g i s t  i n  t h e  ga rdens  a n d  y a r d s  o f  t h i s  a r e a .  
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~ A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  (Include Personages, Dates,  Events ,  Elc.)  

' o i n t  P l e a s a n t  was t h e  scene  of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  engagement o f  Dunmore's War 
k t o b e r  10,  1774. Col. Andrew Lewis, commanding 1,100 c o l o n i a l  s o l d i e r s ,  
:ought w i t h  800 t o  1000 I n d i a n s  t o  e f f e c t i v e l y  change t h e  boundary o f  t h e  
i r o n t i e r  from t h e  Al legheny Mountains t o  t h e  Ohio R i v e r .  T h i s  a l s o  opened 
:he S t a t e  of Kentucky t o  r e l a t i v e l y  s a f e  s e t t l e m e n t ,  a g r e a t  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  
:he c o l o n i e s  i n  t h e  approaching War o f  t h e  Revolut ion.  

)f  t h e  c o n f l i c t  i t s e l f ,  E .  0 .  Randa l l  wro te :  "The b a t t l e  o f  P o i n t  P l e a s a n t  
7as t h e  most e x t e n s i v e ,  t h e  most b i t t e r l y  c o n t e s t e d ,  and f r a u g h t  w i t h  t h e  
los t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  any I n d i a n  b a t t l e  i n  American h i s t o r y  . . . America h a s  
LO more h i s t o r i c  s o i l  t h a n  t h e  ground of t h e  Kanawha and Ohio p o i n t ,  
-eddened t h a t  October  day by t h e  blood o f  savage w a r r i o r s  and f r o n t i e r  woods 
nen" (The - Dunmore War, 1902, pp 22- 23) . 
k c o r d i n g  t o  S t a t e  h i s t o r i a n  V i r g i l  Lewis, from t h e  c o l o n i a l  t r o o p s  i n  Dun- 
n o r e ' s  regiments  came seven  Revolu t ionary  War g e n e r a l s ,  f o u r  g o v e r n o r s ,  
~ h r e e  s e n a t o r s  and s i x  congressmen. 

i s i d e  from t h e  B a t t l e  of P o i n t  P l e a s a n t ,  t h e  p o i n t  and i t s  immediate e n v i r o n  L 
nent under many a s p e c t s  i s  remarkable f o r  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  dep th :  

1) A f a v o r i t e  s i t e  of many a b o r i g i n a l  c u l t u r e s  d a t i n g  from p a l e o  
t imes ,  a r t i f a c t s  from which a r e  on d i s p l a y  i n  t h e  museum a t  t h e  P o i n t ;  

2) t h e  s p o t  where t h e  French under Celoron de B l a i n v i l l e  b u r i e d  a l e a d  
p l a t e  i n  1749 c l a i m i n g  t h e  Ohio River  t e r r i t o r y  f o r  France ;  

3) t h e  r e p o r t e d  s i t e  of a French t r a d i n g  pos t  v i s i t e d  by C a p t a i n  Matthew 
Arbuckle w i t h  h i s  p e l t s  i n  1764; probably  l i n k e d  t o  French-Shawnee t r  

4) t h e  camping p l a c e  o f  George Washington on h i s  t r i p  down t h e  Ohio,  0cioC 
b e r  31 and November 3,  1770, t o  c l a i m  land f o r  h imse l f  and h i s  o f f i c e r  ; 

5) t h e  s i t e  o f  F o r t  B l a i r ,  b u i l t  i n  1774 immediately a f t e r  t h e  b a t t l e  and 
a p p a r e n t l y  burned by Shawnee I n d i a n s  i n  t h e  fo l lowing  y e a r .  F o r t  Ran- 
dolph was c o n s t r u c t e d  a s  a  p a l i s a d e  enc los ing  c a b i n s  i n  1776 o r  1777, I 
a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  n o r t h  of F o r t  B l a i r ,  nea r  t h e  s i t e  of t h e  Kanawha and]  

1 Michigan R a i l r o a d  depo t .  I t  r e s i s t e d  a  minor and a  major a t t a c k ,  t h e  I 
l a t t e r  i n  May of  1778, when s e v e r a l  c o l o n i a l  t r o o p s  were k i l l e d .  I t  

.was superseded by a t h i r d  important  f o r t ;  1786-95, g a r r i s o n e d  under 
t h e  command of  Thomas Lewis; 

6) t h e  scene o f  t h e  t r e a c h e r o u s  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  of Shawnee Chief  C o r n s t a l k ,  
h i s  son E l i n i p s i c o ,  Red Hawk, and t h e  f a t h e r  of Tecurnseh, h e l d  as hos- I 
t a g e s  i n  1777 a f t e r  t h e y  had come t o  warn t h e  c o l o n i s t s  o f  a  B r i t i s h  1 - 

and I n d i a n  c o a l i t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  Americans; C o r n s t a l k  i s  b u r i e d  t h e r e ;  
c o x ' d .  
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' N m b o r a l l a n t r i e s )  8. Significance cont'd., Point Pleasant 

remained faithful to the Americans and who disguised two soldiers as 
Indians and sent them to the Greenbrier country eastward to warn the 
whites of the coming of their red enemies; 
the chosen site for the capital of Vandalia, a projected Ohio River col- 
ony in which leading English and American officials were interested, 
including Benjamin Franklin. Their plan was abandoned with the coming 
of the Revolutionary War; 
for several years--probably from 1788 to 1794--the farm and trading post 
of Daniel Boone, located approximately nine hundred yards northeast from 
the point near the site of Fort Randolph; 
the proposed terminus of the James and Kanawha waterway, only a third of 
which was completed; 
the burial place of "Mad Ann" Bailey, a woman frontier scout; 
the site of Walter Newman's house or tavern, built in 1796 or 1797, re- 
stored and still standing--said to have been constructed of logs from 
the Fort Blair stable or store; 
the site of a monument commemorating the battle, toward which the U. S. 
Congress contributed $10,000 by an Act of February 17, 1908; 
the place of departure of forces under George Rogers Clark when they set 
forth on the conquest of the Northwest Territory; 
the site of a ferry established in 1791 by Thomas Lewis, son of Andrew 
Lewis, who originally owned 9,000 acres of land at Point Pleasant; 
place of assemblage of a brigade of troops under General Joel Leftwich, 
October 20, 1812, going westward in the War of 1812-1814; 
General Cox' point of entry into Virginia during his Kanawha Valley carn- 
paign of 1861, War of the Rebellion, and the site of General Jenkins' 
raid in 1863; 
close to the highway bridge across the Ohio which collapsed in 1967 with 
the loss of 46 lives, and also close to railroad bridges across both the 
Ohio and Kanawha embodying pioneer features in bridge-building; 
the site of "Ann Bailey" Ferry which operated well over a century, until 
the building of the "Silver" Bridge'' in 1928. 
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