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~ N A M E  
HISTORIC 

Pocahontas T imes P r i n t  Shop 

STREET & NUMBER 

810 Second Avenue -NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. T O W N  CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Mar l i n t o n  - VICINITY OF Second 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

West V i r g i n i a  05 4 Pocahontas 075 

 CLASSIFICATION 
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 

-DISTRICT -PUBLIC ~LOCCUPIED 
XSUILDINGCS) XPRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK I N  PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
XOBJECT -IN PROCESS XYES RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

PRESENT USE 

A G R I C U L T U R E  -MUSEUM 

XCOMMERCIAL -PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL -PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

KINDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY -OTHER 

0WP.TER OF PROPERTY 
N A M E  

Mrs. Jane P r i c e  Sharp 

STREET & NUMBER 

810 Second Avenue 

CITY. T O W N  STATE 

M a r l i n t o n  - VICINITY OF West V i r g i n i a  24954 

 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

OF DEEDS,ETC Pocahontas County Cour thouse  
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. T O W N  STATE 

M a r l i n t o n  West V i r g i n i a  

a REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

H i s t o r i c  Amer ican Eng inee r i ng  Record 
DATE 

1973 KFEDERAL -STATE -COUNW -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS L i b r a r y  of  Congress 

CITY. T O W N  STATE 
Washington D.C. 



r? DESCRIPTION 
L L A  

C O N D I T I O N  CHECK O N E  C H E C K  ONE 

-UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE 

XALTERED -WOVED D A T E  

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ( I F  K N O W N )  PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Pocahontas Times P r i n t  Shop i s  housed i n  a  b u i l d i n g  c o n s t r u c t e d  about 
1900 f o r  t h e  e x p r e s s  purpose  of p r o v i d i n g  t h e  newspaper, begun i n  1882, w i t h  
a  home i n  t h e  new county s e a t  o f  ? f a r l i n t o n .  The s t r u c t u r e  i s  s imple  i n  most 
e v e r y  s e n s e ,  y e t  i t  i s  a  s t r o n g l y - b u i l t  u n i t  w i t h  a t t r a c t i v e  l i n e s .  Long 
and low, t h e  shop measures approx imate ly  2 1 '  x 75'  ( t h i s  i n c l u d e s  a  15 '  shed- 
r o o f e d  s e c t i o n  a t  t h e  r e a r )  and i s  o n l y  one s t o r y  high.  I t s  l a y o u t  i s  
e q u a l l y  u n p r e t e n t i o u s ;  t h e  i n t e r i o r  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  smal l  rooms a t  f r o n t  and 
back and a  l a r g e ,  open work a r e a  i n  t h e  c e n t e r .  

En t rance  i s  through a  door  f l a n k e d  by 2 / 2  double-hung s a s h  windows. This 
door  h a s  an o v e r l i g h t ,  and a  s m a l l  opening i s  symmetr ical ly  above i t  i n  t h e  
gab le .  The n o r t h  s i d e  i n c l u d e s  f i v e  windows and a  door ,  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  two 
windows, and t h e  wes t  ( r e a r )  e l e v a t i o n  h a s  a  door and window. Of n o t e  a r e  
t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  wea therboard ing ,  t h e  deep b u t  p l a i n  c o r n i c e ,  t h e  p i l a s t e r  
e f f e c t  o f  t h e  v e r t i c a l  c o r n e r  p i e c e s  on t h e  f r o n t ,  and t h e  d e c o r a t i v e  work 
i n  t h e  e a s t  gab le .  

What i s  unique about t h e  p r i n t  shop i s  what i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  i n t e r i o r .  
I n  t h e  l a r g e  c e n t e r  room i s  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n :  t h e  type ,  type-  
s e t t i n g  desks ,  copy and lay-out a r e a s ,  t h e  new mechanical  w r i t e r ,  r e c e i v i n g  
t a b l e ,  b e l t - d r i v e n  paper  f o l d e r ,  and, of c o u r s e ,  t h e  b e l t - d r i v e n  f l a t - b e d  
p r e s s  ( s e e  diagram on c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t ) .  Much of t h e  type and d e v i c e s  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  it d a t e  from t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  cen tury ,  and both  t h e  paper  
f o l d e r  and p r e s s  were new i n s t a l l a t i o n s  around 1911. 

The f o l d e r  was manufactured by The Sidney Folder  Company of  Sidney, Ohio, 
under  p a t e n t  o f  May 16,  1893. It was c a l l e d  "The P e r f e c t  Jun ior"  and was 
d e s i g n e d  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  u s e  w i t h  a  f l a t - b e d ,  common c y l i n d e r  p r e s s .  P o r t a b i l i t y  
a l l o w s  t h e  f o l d e r  t o  be  moved c l o s e  t o  t h e  p r e s s  f o r  optimum o p e r a t i o n  and t o  
be p laced  o u t  of t h e  way.when n o t  i n  u s e .  The p r e s s  i s  a  hand-fed,  f l a t - b e d  
model manufactured by The Babcock P r i n t i n g  P r e s s  Manufacturing Company of  New 
York under p a t e n t s  o f  September 26, 1882, and June 17, 1890. I t s  main p r i n t i n g  
c y l i n d e r  i s  d r i v e n  by g e a r s  which r o t a t e  under t h e  p r e s s u r e  of e n d l e s s  b e l t s .  
The p r e s s  p r i n t s  one s i d e  of c u t  newspr in t  i n  each c y c l e ,  s o  t h e  p r i n t e d  pages 
must b e  t u r n e d  and s e n t  th rough  a g a i n  t o  r e c e i v e  t y p e  on t h e  r e v e r s e  s i d e .  

The b u i l d i n g  which houses  t h e  Pocahontas Times i s  l i t t l e  changed s i n c e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  and most o f  i t s  f u r n i s h i n g s  d a t e  from t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  of t h e  
t w e q t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  What i s  more, t h e  main e lements  of t h e  p rocess  used i n  
p u b l i s h i n g  t h e  newspaper d a t e  from t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  and e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  
c e ~ t u r i e s ,  and t h e  machinery used i s  b a s i c a l l y  t h a t  which has  p r i n t e d  t h e  
Times s i n c e  about  1911. 



Fplrrl  No 10 3 0 0 a  
h e v  10 74) 

L\17t D S T \ I I S D t P \ K l ~ l t ~ l  0 1  i I 1 1 - . I V t I < : O K  
N A T I O N A L  PARK SERVICE 

RECEIVED 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PMCES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM D A T E  ENTERED 

POCAHONTAS TINES PRINT SHOP, NARLINTON, POCAHOhT.4S COUNTY, WEST VI'RGINIA 

CONTI  N U A T I O N  SHEET I T E M  N U M B E R  7 PAGE two 



fz SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

-PREHISTORIC  

- 1 4 0 0  1 4 9 9  

-1 5 0 0  1 5 9 9  

-1 6 0 0  1 6 9 9  

-1 7 0 0 -  i 7 9 9  

-1 8 0 0  1 8 9 9  

X 1 9 0 0 -  

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK A N D  JUSTIFY BELOW 

- 4 R C H E O L U b Y  ? 9 E h ! S i O R I C  -ZC' . lMI INITY D t i N N l N G  ._LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE R E L ~ G I O N  

- 'RCYEOLOG' i  HIS 'GRIC ._CC"JSEi(VATION -LAW -SC:ENCE 

- A G R I C b L T U R E  - tC3: . ICZI ICS -L,TERATURE .SCULPTURE 

A R C H I T E C T U R E  - E D U C A T I O N  - V I  L ITARY - S O C I A L  H U h l A N l T A R i A N  

A R T  ? E N G i N E E R l N G  _ L l U S I C  -THEATER 

- C O M M E R C E  - E X P L O R A ~ I O N , S E T T L E P V ~ E N T  r H l L O S O P H Y  - T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  

X C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  ~ I W O U S T R Y  _ ? O L I T I C S  G O V E ~ ~ ~ M E N T  -OTHER ( S P E C I F Y )  

- INVENTION 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Pocahontas Times h a s  been an i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  s o u t h e a s t e r n  West V i r g i n i a  
s i n c e  i t s  f i r s t  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  1882. As a  primary mass c o m u n i c a t i o n s  s o u r c e  i n  
Pocahontas  County, t h e  Times h a s  c a r r i e d  on a  t r a d i t i o n  i n  news d i s s e m i n a t i o n  t h a t  
e x t e n d s  beyond what i s  p u b l i s h e d  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  method of p u b l i c a t i o n .  Produced, 
f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  by machinery d a t i n g  from t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  cen tury ,  t h e  
newspaper has  t h e  added d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  l a r g e l y  be ing  s e t  by hand. 

The Pocahontas Times i s  t h e  o n l y  newspaper t o  have been pub l i shed  i n  Pocahontas 
County, West V i r g i n i a ,  f o r  any l e n g t h  o f  t ime. The f i r s t  number d a t e s  from May 10,  
1882, and was produced by James "Buck" Canf ie ld  and Hezekiah B. Marsha l l  i n  an 8-page 
q u a r t o ,  f ive-column format  a t  H u n t e r s v i l l e ,  then  t h e  county s e a t .  The f i r s t  p r e s s  
used  i s  s a i d  t o  have come from Wood County (where i t  pub l i shed  t h e  Volcano ~ i b e r a t o r )  
v i a  Randolph County (.;here i t  produced t h e  Randolph E n t e r p r i s e ) .  

I n  1892 t h e  P r i c e  f a m i l y ,  under t h e  guidance o f  p a t r i a r c h  Reverend Wil l iam T. 
P r i c e ,  bought t h e  newspaper and c o n t i n u e d  a t  H u n t e r s v i l l e  u n t i l  1900, when t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  was moved t o  t h e  new town of Marl in ton,  which had been named county  s e a t .  
With t h e  complet ion o f  a  r a i l r o a d  l i n e  n o r t h  from Ronceverte and south  from Durbin 
i n  1901, t h e  lumber i n d u s t r y  of t h e  a r e a  opened up, and t h e  Times enjoyed a 
p rosperous  h a l f  c e n t u r y .  The F r i c e s  have pub l i shed  t h e  paper s i n c e ,  and each i n  
t u r n  h a s  been p rov ided  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  advanced educa t ion  through means o b t a i n e d  
from t h e  f a m i l y  o p e r a t i o n .  

Most prominent o f  t h e  p u b l i s h e r s  was probably  Calvin ,  " the  grand o l d  man of  
weekly newspapers," who brought  wide p o p u l a r i t y  t o  t h e  paper d u r i n g  t h e  more t h a n  
f i f t y  y e a r s  h e  k e p t  h i s  s u b s c r i b e r s  informed. S ince  1957, Mrs. Jane P r i c e  Sharp,  
C a l v i n ' s  d a u g h t e r ,  h a s  been e d i t o r - p u b l i s h e r ,  and s h e  c o n t i n u e s  t h e  Times i n  i t s  
t r a d i t i o n a l  manner. 

F l a t - b e d  p r e s s e s ,  hand-se t  t y p e ,  c u t  newspr int  and b e l t - d r i v e n  paper f o l d e r s  
a r e  r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  an e r a  i n  p u b l i s h i n g  long s i n c e  gone from most of t h e  Uni ted 
S t a t e s .  Ln Mar l in ton ,  West V i r g i n i a ,  however, n o t  on ly  do t h e  p r e s s  and paper  f o l d e r  
d a t e  from t h e  pre-World War I e r a ,  even a  number o f  t h e  t y p e  c a s e s ,  much o f  t h e  
t y p e  and s e v e r a l  work s t o o l s  and desks  h a r k  back t o  t h e  t imber  boom, r a i l r o a d  heyday 
and l o g  d r i v e s  on t h e  G r e e n b r i e r  R iver  which brought  t h e  Pocahontas County s e a t  h e r e  
from H u n t e r s v i l l e .  The f o l l o w i n g  commentary p rov ides  a  d e t a i l e d  e x p l a n a t i o n  of t h e  
p r o c e s s  used i n  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  Pocahontas Times, e s p e c i a l l y  emphasizing t h e  
f l a t - b e d  p r e s s  and paper  f o l d e r :  

The compos i to r s  ( t y p e - s e t t e r s )  s i t  on h i g h  s t o o l s  and work a t  t a l l  
d e s k s  ( t h e  desks  d a t e  from about  1901) .  Each desk  i s  topped w i t h  a  wooden 
t r a y  ( c a l l e d  a  c a s e )  t h a t  c o n t a i n s  50 t o  150 compartments f o r  t h e  v a r i o u s  
s i z e s  and k i n d s  o f  t y p e  and s p a c e r s .  

A r t i c l e s  t o  b e  s e t  t o  t y p e  a r e  given t o  t h e  t y p e - s e t t e r ,  and a t  h e r  
( t h e  e n t i r e  o p e r a t i o n  i s  c a r r i e d  o u t ,  f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  by women) d e s k  
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s h e  beg ins  t h e  compos i t ion .  Each l e t t e r  and spacer  i s  s e l e c t e d  from t h e  
c a s e  and p laced  i n  a  pa l=-s ized ,  hand-held m e t a l  t r a y  c a l l e d  a  s t i c k .  
When t h e  s t i c k  has  been f i l l e d ,  i t  i s  p laced  i n  a  l a r g e r  meta l  t r a y  
c a l l e d  a  g a l l e y .  

As t h e  colunms a r e  completed o r  t h e  g a l l e y s  f i l l e d ,  they  may b e  
t e s t e d  f o r  e r r o r s  by a  t r i a l  p r i n t  on paper i n  t h e  g a l l e y  proof p r e s s .  
This i s  a  s m a l l ,  r o l l e r - a n d - t r a y  p r e s s  i n  which t h e  type  i s  inked by a  
hand brush and t h e  paper  i s  p r e s s e d  upon t h e  g a l l e y  by t h e  weight  o f  a  
r o l l i n g - p i n  shaped p r e s s .  

These proven g a l l e y s  t h e n  go t o  t h e  l ay-ou t  t a b l e s  where they a r e  
assembled i n  l a r g e  b locks  of t y p e  t o  p r i n t  whole pages .  Each page o f  
t y p e  i s  t h e n  locked t i g h t  i n t o  a  r e c t a n g u l a r  m e t a l  frame c a l l e d  a  chase .  
Two chases  a r e  wedged v e r y  t i g h t l y  on t h e  f l a t  bed o f  t h e  p r e s s  ( i n  u s e  
s i n c e  1911).  From t h i s  p o s i t i o n  they  p r i n t  two pages on one s i d e  of a  
s h e e t  of paper .  A newspaper i s  thus  s a i d  t o  have been " ~ u t  t o  bed" and 
" t h e  p r e s s  i s  r eady  t o  r o l l . "  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  proof may 
a g a i n  be made by r o l l i n g  t h e  p r e s s  once through i t s  c y c l e  by use  of t h e  
hand wheel.  

A f t e r  t h e  two c h a s e s  have been wedged upon t h e  bed,  t h e  p r e s s  i s  
s t a r t e d .  O r i g i n a l l y ,  power was provided by a  steam eng ine  l o c a t e d  nearby,  
b u t  now t h e  p r e s s  i s  d r i v e n  by a  smal l  e l e c t r i c  motor. Force i s  d e l i v e r e d  
by a  s e t  o f  t h r e e  e n d l e s s  b e l t s  and s i x  wheels s o  graduated as  t o  c o n t r o l  
speed.  

As t h e  c y l i n d e r  r e v o l v e s ,  t h e  s h e e t  of paper  ( c u t  paper  r a t h e r  t h a n  
newspr in t  r o l l s )  i s  f e d  i n t o  a  row of c l i p s  on i t s  s u r f a c e  t h a t  h o l d s  t h e  
paper  i n  p l a c e  t h r c u g h  t h e  p r i n t i n g  a r c .  A s  t h e  c y l i n d e r  moves t h e  paper 
toward t h e  bot tom of  t h e  c y c l e ,  t h e  f l a t  bed w i t h  t h e  chases  of p r i n t  i s  
moved by g e a r s  toward t h e  i n k  r o l l e r s .  These r o l l e r s  a r e  l o c a t e d  j u s t  
i n  f r o n t  of t h e  j u n c t i o n  of t h e  bed and t h e  c y l i n d e r .  As t h e  c h a s e  comes 
from under t h e  i n k  r o l l e r s ,  t h e  t y p e  and t h e  paper  on t h e  c y l i n d e r  come 
t o g e t h e r  under  c a r e f u l l y  chosen p r e s s u r e ,  and t h e  image of t h e  l e t t e r s  
i s  impressed on t h e  newspr in t .  The c o ~ t i n u e d  r e v o l u t i o n  of t h e  c y l i n d e r  
c a r r i e s  t h e  p r i n t e d  s h e e t  t o  t h e  guide  wheels which a r e  l o c a t e d  a c r o s s  
t h e  wid th  o f  t h e  p r e s s .  

The " to-and-fro"  bed moves "to" and under t h e  c y l i n d e r  t o  p r i n t  one 
s i d e  o f  t h e  p a p e r .  Then, a s  t h e  c y l i n d e r  c o n t i n u e s  through i t s  c y c l e ,  
t h e  bed makes i t s  " f ro"  move back under t h e  i n k  r o l l e r s  and t o  i t s  o r i g i n a l  
p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  p r e s s .  The c y c l e  i s  r e p e a t e d  about 5200 t imes  
each week (approx imate ly  f i v e  hours  o f  o p e r a t i o n )  t o  produce t h e  f r o n t  
pages needed f o r  t h e  s u b s c r i p t i o n  l i s t .  

When t h e  p r i n t e d  s h e e t  r e a c h e s  t h e  guide  wheels i t  i s  r e l e a s e d  by 
t h e  c y l i n d e r  and guided on to  t h e  f l a p p e r .  The f l a p p e r ,  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  c r a -  

d l e  o r  frame of  a  s c y t h e ,  p i v o t s  t h e  f l a p p e r  b a r  and p l a c e s  t h e  s h e e t  of 
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p a p e r ,  p r i n t e d  s i d e  up ( i t  i s  p r i n t e d  on ly  on one s i d e  a t  a  t i m e ) ,  on a  
t a b l e .  

I f  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e s e  pages i s  t o  be p r i n t e d  by t h i s  p r e s s ,  t h e  
s t a c k e d  s h e e t s  a r e  t u r n e d  over  and p laced  on t h e  f e e d i n g  s h e l f  above t h e  
c y l i n d e r ,  and t h e  p r i n t i n g  p r o c e s s  i s  repea ted .  I f  t h e  pages i n  t h i s  c y c l e  
a r e  t o  be  fo lded ,  t h e  f l a p p e r  i s  removed from i t s  b a r ,  and t h e  paper  f o l d e r  
(purchased about  1910) i s  moved t o  i t s  p l a c e  a t  t h e  back of t h e  p r e s s  and 
f a s t e n e d  n e a r  t h e  f l a p p e r  b a r .  

Working i n  s y n c h r o n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  r e c e i v i n g  arms of t h e  f o l d e r  reach  
t o  t h e  guide  wheels t o  accep t  t h e  p r i n t e d  s h e e t s  a s  they  come o f f  t h e  
c y l i n d e r .  A t  t h e  f o l d e r ,  t h e  p r i n t e d  pages a r e  drawn sideways a c r o s s  a 
t o p  l a y e r  of r o l l e r s  t o  r e c e i v e  a  middle  f o l d .  A b l a d e ,  w i t h  an arm a t  
each er ic i ,  descends  a c r o s s  t h e  middle  o f  t h e  wid th  of t h e  s h e e t  and s t a r t s  
i t  down between two r o l l e r s  t h a t  make t h e  f i r s t  f o l d .  The second f o l d i n g  
i s  i n  t h e  manner of t h e  f i r s t ,  and t h e  twice - fo lded  s h e e t  d rops  i n t o  a  
b a s k e t  from which i t  i s  t aken  ready  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  
T h i s  b a s i c  o p e r a t i o n  h a s  been p r a c t i c e d  a t  t h e  Times s i n c e  i t s  i n c e p t i o n  i n  

1882. Improvements have been made, o f  c o u r s e ,  b u t  t h e  p rocess  i s  l i t t l e  changed 
s i n c e  t h e  p r i n t i n g  p r e s s  and paper f o l d e r  were purchased around 1910. Problems do 
e x i s t ,  however, and because  of a  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  o b t a i n i n g  a  s t e a d y  supp ly  of c u t  
( r a t h e r  t h a n  r o l l )  n e w s p r i n t  and t h e  need and demand f o r  d i v e r s i t y  i n  a d v e r t i s i n g ,  
o n l y  two pages (and a t  t imes  on ly  one)  of each e d i t i o n  a r e  p r i n t e d  on t h e  o l d  p r e s s .  
E d i t o r - p u b l i s h e r  Mrs. Sharp promises ,  though, t h a t  a t  l e a s t  t h e  f r o n t  page w i l l  
a lways  be  produced i n  t h e  custom of  t h e  weekly hand-se t  Pocahontas Times. 
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