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1. Name 

or COmmon Becklev  E x h i b i t i o n  C o a l  Mine 

2. Location 
street 6 number N e w  R i v e r  Pa rk  X- not for publlcath 

city, town Beckley  - vicinity of - 
- 

state WV code 54 county R a l e i q h  code 0 8 1  

3. Classification 
-- -- 

Cateqory Ownership 
- district _X. public 
- bullding(s) - private 
X structure - both 
- site Public Acquisition 
- object N/hn process 

w i n g  considered 

status - 
X occupied 
- unoccupied 
- work in progress 
Accessible 
X yes: restricted 
- yes: unrestricted 
n o  

Prount  Uw 
- agrkutture - X museum 
- commercial - X 
2 aducatknal - private resideme 
- entsrt.inmant - religious 
- government - sckntific 
- industrial - transportation 
- military o t h e r :  

4. Owner of Property 

name C i t y  o f  Beckley  

street 6 number E ~ 8 . .  Brawec Ad 

Be0klBu city, town - vicinity of state WV 2 5 8 0 1  

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, ctc, R a l e i g h  County  Cour thouse  

street 6 number 

city, town Beckley  ,tate WV 2 5 8 0 1  

6. Representation in-Existing Surveys - 
title R a l e i g h  County Survey  has this poperty been &¶eminad ellglbk? i- yes X no 

. . . , - 
date Sep tember ,  1985 f a d # . l  s t a t e  Xcwnty - kcJ - - 
deoorHavtormnrav m a  R a l e i g h  County H i s t o r i c  Landmark Commission 

cltv, town Beckley  state wV 25801 



7. Description 

codltlon Check aae Chock one 
X excellent - deteriorated - unattered -11 original site 

O o o d  - ruins 2 altered - moved date N / A  - fair - un8xpoW 

hwr ibo tho pnsent and original (if known) physical amrrance 

The Beckley E x h i b i t i o n  Coal Mine i s  l oca ted  o f f  Ewart Avenue i n  t he  C i t y  o f  
Beck ley ' s  New River Park. The t r a c t  w i t h i n  which the mine i s  loca ted  i s  bounded 
by t h e  c i t y ' s  Oakland a d d i t i o n  t o  t he  eas t ,  Combs Add i t ion  t o  the  south, and 
Ewart Heights t o  the West. A secondary entrance t o  the  park i s  o f f  Va l l ey  D r i v e  
( S t a t e  Route 3 ) .  

The E x h i b i t i o n  Mine cons i s t s  o f  1500 f e e t  o f  res to red  passageways and 
e n t r i e s  w i t h  3000 f e e t  o f  v in tage t r a c k .  V i s i t o r s  are t ranspor ted  i n t o  t h e  mine 
through the  o r i g i n a l  en t ry ,  now enlarged, and i n t o  the mine on au then t i c  b a t t e r y -  
operated mine cars. Stops are made a t  a  number o f  e x h i b i t s  d i s p l a y i n g  min ing  
equipment and t o o l s  da t ing  from the  l a t e  19 th  Century hand-mining era and t h e  
machine e ra  o f  the 1950's-1960's. C e r t i f i e d  r e t i r h d  miners serve as guides and 
mine inspec tors  who exp la in  equipment, t e c h n i w e s  and t h e i r  own experiences i n  
mines. The coal seam, o l d  e n t r i e s  and even a  s l a t e  f a l l  can be seen as t h e  mine 
car  moves through the  mine. The f o r t y - f i v e  minute t o u r  i n  t he  dampness, 
darkness, and 50-degree temperature o f f e r s  a  r e a l  experience o f  a  mine 
environment. 

The P h i l l i p ' s  mine i s  a  " d r i f t "  mine which was discovered on the  P h i l l i p s  
farm when the  coal seam was exposed on t h e  s ide  o f  a  h i l l .  Using p i c k  and 
shovel ,  t h e  f a m i l y  mined the  coal f o r  t h e i r  own use. During the  e a r l y  commercial 
years  miners used b lack powder t o  b l a s t  t h e  coa l ,  d r i l l i n g  t he  powder ho le  w i t h  
hand auger, i n s e r t i n g  the powder, and l i g h t i n g  the  fuse. The miner p rov ided 
t imber  r o o f  supports, loaded the  coal i n  a  2,240 pound car which was p u l l e d  f rom 
t h e  mine by mules. The h e i g h t  of t h e  coal  ranged from two t o  three-and-a-half-  
f e e t  i n  th ickness,  as measured from t h e  bottom o f  the  coal seam, which meant t h e  
miner  o f t e n  worked on h i s  knees. The mine was a  dangerous working environment 
because o f  the presence o f  water which made t h e  f i r e  c l a y  f l o o r  s l i p p e r y ,  and t h e  
miner  wet and cold.  The rock  above, o r  w i t h i n ,  t he  coal was heavy draw s l a t e  
which cou ld  and d i d  f a l l  unexpectedly on t h e  miner,  i n j u r i n g  o r  k i l l i n g  him. 

The f a b r i c ,  working cond i t ions ,  and equipment o f  t he  Ph i l l i ps -Sprague Mine, 
whose numerous passageways are o f t e n  l i t t l e  more than fou r  f e e t  h igh  and seven 
f e e t  wide, prov ide the  observer w i t h  t h e  sense o f  the evo lu t i on  o f  a  smal l  West 
V i r g i n i a  family-owned d r i f t  mine i n t o  an impor tan t  commercial operat ion.  
E x h i b i t s  w i t h i n  the mine show machinery which g radua l l y  replaced hand-loading e r a  
t o o l s .  A i r  and e l e c t r i c  d r i l l s  rep laced hand augers and powder; r o o f  b o l t i n g  
machines replaced the  t imber  posts,  and c u t t i n g  machines and conveyor b e l t s  
rep laced m ine rs , l abo re rs ,  and mules. Carbide and l a t e r  bat tery-operated lamps 
rep laced kerosene w i t h  the m i n e r ' s  h a t  e v o l v i n g  from canvas t o  today 's  modern 
ha rd  ha t .  "Mantr ip" cars replaced the  m i n e r ' s  scooter .  Today's t o u r i s t s  a re  
taken i n t o  the mine on metal ,  upho ls te red  ca rs  drawn by bat tery-operated engines. - 

I n  the  e a r l y  19701s, a d d i t i o n a l  passageways were restored.  Th is  eipanded 
t h e  r i d e  f rom 900' t o  1500'. . , 

- 
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A l t e r a t i o n s  i n  the mine are conf ined t o  the  p o r t a l ,  which was enlarged t o  
permi t  safe access, and t o  shoring systems which evolved through the  i n d u s t r i a l  
e ra  o f  the  mine t o  prov ide maximum s e c u r i t y  t o  miners. These change's witnessed 
t h e  appearance o f  r o o f  b o l t i n g  machines t h a t  rep laced t imber posts.  Both r o o f i n g  
techniques are p resen t l y  i n  evidence. 

The resources o f  the  nominated proper ty  a re  e s s e n t i a l l y  subterranean. They 
c o n s i s t  o f  passageways, f i x t u r e s  associated w i t h  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  s tab i  1  i t y  o f  the  
mine, p e r i o d  t racks ,  and the mine p o r t a l .  Abme-ground f a c i l i t i e s  and b u i l d i n g s  
such as the  museum, concession area, restrooms, and sheds are  n o t  h i s t o r i c  
s t r u c t u r e s  and do n o t  cont r ibu te  t o  the s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  the  nominated resource. 
Ad jo in ing  the  mine area i s  the newly constructed Youth Museum o f  Southern West 
V i r g i n i a ,  I n c .  whose programs inc lude-exh i  b i  t s  and classes dep ic t i ng  southern 
West V i r g i n i a ' s  c u l t u r a l  and i n d u s t r i a l  t r a d i t i o n s .  Th i s  b u i l d i n g  a lso i s  a  
noncon t r i bu t i ng  e l  ement. 

Con t r i bu t i ng  Resources - 1 s t ruc tu re  (mine) 



Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 140+1499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1799 
-5 1 800- 1 899 

1900- 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
- _- archeology-prehistoric . - community planning -- landscape architecture - religion 
- archeology-historic . - conservation - - law - science 
-- agriculture . - - economics llterature -- sculpture 

architecture -X. education - military social1 
art x engineering -- music humanitarian 

X- commerce -. exploration~settlement -- philosophy - theater 
-_ communications X_ industry -- po~itics~govamment - transportation 

_ - invention - other (mh)  

Statement 

the 
mini 
the 

t of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Meets National Register Criteria A and C 

The Beckley Exhibition Coal Mine is an authentic historic industrial site, 
only preserved example of small coal mines which once dotted the state's 
ng districts. The mine is also significant because it provides evidence of 
evolution of a small West Virginia family-owned drift mine into an important 

commerci a1 operation. Another area of the resource1 s significance re1 ates to the 
interpretation, conservation and preservation of the subterranean structure as a 
place providing educational opportunities t< citizens of the state and travel ing 
public. 

On a farm purchased by the Phillips family in 1850, family members 
discovered a coal seam exposed on the side of a hill. The extraction of coal 
from such a deposit is called a "drift" mine operation. Using pick and shovel, 
the Phillips mined the coal for their private use. By 1905, the Cranberry Coal 
Company had developed the mine for commercial use. During the early commercial 
years miners used black powder to blast the coal, drilling the powder hole with 
hand auger, inserting the powder, and lighting the fuse. The miner provided 
timber roof supports, leading the coal in a 2,240 pound car which was pulled from 
the mine by mules. The height of the coal ranged from the bottom of the coal 
seam, which meant the miner often worked on his knees. The mine was a dangerous 
working environment because of the presence of water which made the fire clay 
floor sl ippery, and the miner wet and cold. The rock above, or within, the coal 
was heavy d r m  slate which could and did fall unexpectedly on the miner, injuring 
or killing him. Such a fatal accident occurred in 1908. 

The profits from coal mining were attractive enough, however, to override 
dangers, setbacks, and expenses. Coal from the Phi 1 1  ips-Sprague mine was shipped 
over the Chesapeake and Ohio (C&O) Railroad to Hampton, Virginia, where it was 
sold to New England utilities and to the U.S. Navy for fueling its ships. 

The mine was opened c.1889-by descendants of John A .  Phillips who purchased 
50 acres of land from Alfred F. Beckley in 1850. In 1903, the descendants leased 
and later sold the land to the Cranberry Fuel Company. The Company began 
commercial deve"lpment of the drift mine in 1905 and the first coal was shipped 
on January 4, 1906. The coal was mined from the Beckley seam with an irregular 
thickness measuring from two to four feet (low coal). Height and width of the 
haulageways depended on the thickness of the seam. The mine used the double 
entry system. A ten foot disc fan ventilated the mine and twoz-pumps drained it. 
The mine was considered very dangerous because of water, the fire-claj bottom and 
heavy draw slate mixed with the coal. A Polish miner was killed in.th% mine by a 
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s l a t e  f a l l  i n  1908. By t h a t  t ime, the mine was about 4000 f e e t  w i t h  th ree  
e n t r i e s  and employed f i f t y  men and f i f t e e n  mules. I n  1906, t h e  Cranberry Company 
became a  p a r t  o f  t he  New River  Company. When mine opera t ions  ceased i n  1953, t h e  
New River Company s o l d  27.45 acres t o  the C i t y  o f  Beckley f o r  $10,000., i n c l u d i n g  
the  o l d  mine bu r i ed  under the  s lag  p i l e .  The o l d  mine en t r y  was discovered i n  
t he  l a t e  1950's  when the  land  was being developed as a  park. Under the  d i r e c t i o n  
o f  D. Elmer Warden, Beckley S t ree t  Commissioner, t he  mine was dra ined and 
c leared.  The e n t r y  and passageways were opened and res to red .  Local coal and 
min ing equipment companies provided machines and t o o l s  w h i l e  area res iden ts  
donated photographs, a r t i f a c t s  and memorabil ia. A f t e r  an i nspec t i on  by the  
s t a t e  mine inspec tor ,  t he  e x h i b i t i o n  mine was-opened J u l y  23, 1962 and has been 
i n  use ever s ince .  

The Beckley E x h i b i t i o n  Coal mine has achieved s i g n i f i c a n c e  w i t h i n  the  l a s t  
f i f t y  years as the  r e s u l t  o f  p ioneer ing e f f o r t s  i n  West V i r g i n i a  t o  preserve and 
i n t e r p r e t  an impor tan t  s i t e  associated w i t h  t he  s t a t e ' s  coal h i s t o r y .  When t h e  
e x h i b i t i o n  mine opened i n  1962, i t  became the  f i r s t  h i s t o r i c  s i t e  who l l y  
dedicated t o  educat ing t h e  p u b l i c  i n  West V i r g i n i a  about coal min ing.  Coal 
p roduc t ion  has been a  bas ic  i ndus t r y  i n  West V i r g i n i a  f o r  generat ions,  and West 
V i r g i n i a  has l ong  been a  leader i n  the n a t i o n ' s  p roduc t ion  o f  bi tuminous coal .  
C e r t i f i e d  veteran miners prov ide an au thent ic  view o f  low seam coal min ing from 
i t s  e a r l i e s t  manual stages t o  the  era o f  l a t e r  mechanized opera t ion .  The mine 
thus represents du r i ng  i t s  pe r i od  o f  s i gn i f i cance ,  c.1889-1962, a  resource o f  
except ional  importance t o  community and s t a t e  by p r o v i d i n g  a  sense o f  pas t  and 
p l  ace. 
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The surface area of the nominated property consists of the mine opening 
(po r t a l )  and adjacent open ground measuring approximately 1/4 acre,  a t  and about 
the opening. There are no above-ground buildings contributing t o  the 
significance of the mine s t ruc ture .  Beginning 25 f ee t  north of the entrance a t  
the ground level center of the entrance, the boundary of the nominated resource 
extends 25 f ee t  eas t  and 25 f e e t  west; thence 50 f ee t  in a s t r a igh t  l i ne  south, 
50 f e e t  in a s t ra igh t  l i ne  e a s t ,  and 50 f ee t  in a s t ra igh t  l i ne  north, t o  form a 
square. 

Sub-surface resources incl ude the. mine passcgeways-haulageways marked in red 
on the sketch map attached. - 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
West Virginia Department of Mines Annual Reports, 1905-1911. 
Beckley Newspaper Industries' files and photographs. 
Interviews: Far1 Warden, Beckle WV., retired en 'neer and surveyor with New River 

Co, who surveyed anJ 'mapped m m e  in 1830 s. 
Mine 3uides: James Dillard, Howard and Thurman Southern. 

1 0. Geoclramhical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 1/4 acre 

Quadrangle name Beckley 9 WV 
UT M References 

Quadrangle scale 1 : ?4 000 

Zone Easting Northing 

EW u u F W  u u 
GW jllllIl L l J d L d  w l h l  w 

-- 
Verbal boundary description and justification - 

See continuation sheet 

List 8II states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N /  A code county code 

state code countv code 

1 1. Form Prepared By 

MmeJtnk Lois C. M c J , e a n m  R o h y  S.  C n l l  i n .  WV Dept. of Culture & History 

o r ~ n h t i m  Raleiph County Historic Landmark ~ommissioffafe Februarv 3. 1988 

street 6 number 217 Granville Avenue telephone 3041348-0240 

city or town Beckley state WV 25801 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
Ths evalwted significance of this property within the state is: 

- nationel X -- state - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation 0ffiier for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
$65). I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the 

t 

State Histork Preservation Officer signature - 
/ ' / 

tttk State Historic Preservation Office 
/ / d.u ;L/+ 

/ I I 








