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OESCRIBE THE A EJENT AND ORICINAL (1f Jnown) PHYSICAL APPEARANGE .
“fne pnilippi covered brldge f3- & fwo-lane wooden bridge on

1 U. S. 250 at the junction of U. S. 250 and U. S. 119, crossing
tge Tyzart's Valley River at Philippi, Barbour County, West Vir-
ginia. Ll '

The western abutment is built on solid rock at the level of
the river bed and is 25 ft. high. The foundation of the origin-
al pier 1s slate rock about 2 feet below. the surface of the rive
bed. The eastern abutment is three feet below the surface of th
river bed on a bed of -tstone coal! and built-to 2 height of 20fti
Later, two concrete plers were constructed on eifher side of the
original pier to strengthen the bridge’s foundation. :

The wooden superstructurs consists of two spans with arches
of 138-2/3 feet in length. An unusuel stringer system 1s com-
posed of diagonal 3x8 in., 3x10 in., and 3x12 in., beams, notchefd
half and half into the floor beams - and -into 6x8 in. timbers
placed on, and running parallel with the lower chords. These
stringers, being framed into the floor beams and pinned as well,
serve as bracing, and no latqral'syétem-fp:'bracing is used. A
type of fish-plate joint is used for 1ower chord splicing. .The
only metal in the bridge is in the form of hand-made bolts used
to hold the various members together, but in no case do these
bolts take any primary stress. . The transfer of load from one
element to another 1s accomplishedeby.direct bearing or by
notching. Wedges take care - of - shrinkage conditions and wooden.
pins are used in the bracing systems. -

Some decay has occurred 3in the archés, but the properly pro-
tected timbers are in good condition, After nearly 120 years
of continuous use, the stfucturs 1s almost perfectly aligned.

Original masonry material was from tns Phillppl vicinlty.

Tre yellow poplar used for the superstructure was cut and pre-
pared in Barbour County. The sides of the bridge are boarded.

In the period l93&-3§ the foundation end floor .of the bridge
were sircngthened. Two concrete plers wWers added to accormmodate
motor vehicle traffic., A concrete £loor Was lald. A pedestrian
walic was added along the southsern side of the bridge. Ths '
rounded portals were squared to accommodate stalke bodied trucks.
Iecouse of truck damagse to the portals,-the clearance 1linmit neas
besn reduced to & height of 12 feet. This 1imit 2llows most
tractor trailer traffic to use the bridazs.

The West Virginia Department of Highways maintains the bridge.
The Barbour County Historical Society has waged a constant cam-
vaign to prevent the bridget!s demise. =

The woodwork above the portals has been replaced a number of
times following damages from largs truck trarfic. The woodwork
is painted white and carry this historical message: "philippi,
W. Va. Scens of First Land Battle of Civil War. This Bridge
Erected 1852 Served Both North end South in Passage of Troops
and Supplies Across Mountalns into Virginia,"
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE . . .
e woodaen, two-lane covered bridge, cros3ing the Tyzert's
Vallcy River, at Philippi, Barbour County, west Virginia wags
built in 1852. It is one of only six remaining tvo-lane cov-
cred bridges in the Dnited States. It is tue only wooden tridgeg
to accormodate busy federal nighway traffic, U. S. 250. Tue
bridge was constructed in 1851-52 to facilitate tne 1845 Severly
and rairmont Road, waich had been built ©o stirmlate the use of
the Staunton-Parkersburg Turnpike, an important lini with Rich-
mond and Horfolk. 'The Beverly and Falrmont Road ended at Dair-
mont on the lionongahela River, a terninal on the new Dalvirore
é 0O..io itailroad. T
7ae Clarisburg Democrat printed a request for bids for the
bridse at Phoilippl in May 1850. GContracts were avarded to
Trmett J. O'Brien for tiie masonry worl, and to Lemuel and Eli
Chenoweth, of Beverly, Virginia, now West Virginia, foxr the
cupcrstructure of tle oridze. The foun cion proved a lenbwy
tasls and an cutbrealk of twyphoid fever T r delayed RroSress.
Late in 1252 the bridge was completed at a cost of 312,101, 24h.
I,e-uel Chenoveth, 2 cabinet, furniture ond wacon alzler uad
bezen obuilding bridges on bie T rir
verrs. ..€o5erly educated in "Pauvper Schoolz",
the Virginia Literary Fund, Chenowesth credited GO
ordinary talents 1in bridge design and construction
£ar t.e Stounton Turnoike bridges nad been given Ciaen
s tooir a collapsible wodel of nis bridge 20C miles
mmisbains to Richmond. ‘Tuere he dermonstrated its stu
nlacing the model betueen two cnairs and walling the
i This model may be seen tcdaxr in Richuwo
’
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tue bﬂncgn for the Union. McClellan's reports of the engage-

as a -wjor ViCuOTV for the Union., This first inland crijase:c
tas Civil War snd t.e later battle near Belingbton did, in lar
rarv,
t=e Union c=use,

At ti-es, Union troopg used the bridge as barracks and wart

of cccupaticn., Many of the other Chencweth bridges on the St
ton ¥riike were ae,uroyed The Philippi btridge remained intact
larsely because it was controlled by the Uﬁlon, whose cause i
served,

Reportedly, the dbridge was in danger on two oiler occasicons
the war. In 18563, the Confederate falde*, Gen, Willianm Jones
?lans bc¢ burn che bridge. A local citizen, Rev., Joshua, Corderx

1 - Niaar [ 3

.\ UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
’;';;. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE . voet Yipsinia
’ ' NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |€ouNTY '
=z2bour
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM "~ FOR NPS USE ONLY
. ENTRY NUMBER DATE
(Continuation Sheet)
(umbreell snrles)  3ignificance Pailippil Covered Bridge contimed
Ben amin F. Liclley, caught up with the retreating Confederatcs,
and o Lriel sikir-ish -“Mued, resulting in thrce casualties. Con-
~eaeru:c trcops, some of wnom were sleeping within the C“V“”ed
oridre, nastily fled. Durmont's 7th Inalana Volunteers "“captured™

sent to Washington were so glowing that the engafenent was nalled

£ securs tie Bx0 and this ssction of western Virginia Tor
time

traffic flowed over it in movement of supplies frowm tie ra 111 road
at Webster, soutt along the Tygart's Vallev ¢ riaintain the amy

cénvincel Jones to spare the bridge. As2in in 1881, turce WC""'Q

er Conlzderate uOfoany D, 2Ctu Virzinia llounted Infontry uere
noicred to Jcotroy btne bridge. Thelr cormrander, Bri. Seneral W.
L. Zaclizzon rCMCLn“ed the crdev wnen it was lcc:ned thatv tueir
rlzns verce Wnowm.

The o0ld covorod bridze has curvived tae ele"bhtu, war, Ilocd
Tirse and vehlcular damage Tor nearly 12C rears. In 1932 pnili
znd e Barbeour County Alstorﬂcal bocie+y sponsored a ccnivenni
celebration, at which time a history of the bridge was co- pile
and published. The bridge's real 51bn1flc“rce may well ke its
long history of service in providing for the transportvation nseds
of countless ¥Virginians and %West Virginians.
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PHILIPPI W VA,
SCENE OF FIRST LAND BATTLE OF N
CIVIL WAR
This Bridge Erected 1852 Serving BothNorth and South
in Passaqe of Troops and Supplies Across Mountains into Virginia




