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ESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND O R I G I N A L  ( i f  known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

P r e s e n t  C o n d i t i o n :  

P e a r l  Buck's b i r t h p l a c e  i s  an a t t r a c t i v e  w h i t e  frame house  s i t t i n g  w e l l  
back from U. S. 219,  i n  a  d e l i g h t f u l  r u r a l  environment  c l o s e  t o  t h e  e a s t e r n  
boundary o f  t h e  l i t t l e  c o u n t r y  v i l l a g e  o f  ~ i l l s b o r o . *  The house s h i e l d s  f ron  
view t h e  o u t b u i l d i n g s :  b a r n ,  ga rage ,  and two s h e d s .  The o u t b u i l d i n g s  a r e  
run  down, b u t  t h e  house  i s  i n  f a i r  t o  good c o n d i t i o n .  As ide  from t h e  base- 
ment w i t h  i t s  f i r e p l a c e  and s i x  rooms, where  t h e  S t u l t i n g s  had t h e i r  k i t -  
chen ,  t h e  home c o n s i s t s  o f  14 rooms, l a r g e  and s m a l l ,  s i x  o f  them i n  t h e  
r e a r  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  (See  E x h i b i t  1, f l o o r  p l a n s  and e l e v a t i o n s  
o f  t h e  house  a s  it now e x i s t s . )  The house  a s  it s t a n d s  today  is  d e s c r i b e d  
room f o r  room by Mrs. Betsey Jordan- Edgar i n  a  p u b l i c a t i o n  e n t i t l e d  Our - C 
~ o u s e  because  f o r  y e a r s  it was occup ied  by h e r  husband ' s  p a r e n t s .  (See 

- 

E x h i b i t  2 . )  Much o f  t h e  f l o o r i n g ,  p a n e l i n g ,  and  o t h e r  woodwork s t i l l  i n  
t h e  b u i l d i n g  d a t e s  back t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e .  

O r  i ~ i n a l  C o n d i t i o n  : 

The S t u l t i n g s  f e l l e d  and  hewed t h e  beams, ?lade t h e  b r i c k  by hand,  
and  b u i l t  t h e  house  mainly w i t h  t h e i r  own l a b o r .  No s l a v e  l a b o r  was employed 
u n l e s s  p a i d  f o r .  When t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  o f  t h e  house  was completed t h e  family  
moved i n ;  t h e n  t h e y  accumulated more money, lumber,  and  b r i c k  and  b u i l t  t h e  
n e x t .  The woodwork o f  t h e  f r o n t  p o r t  ion  o f  t h e  house  i s  hand-rubbed w a l n u t .  
The s t a i r c a s e s ,  b a n i s t e r s ,  and e v e r y t h i n g  abou t  them, a r e  hand- too led .  The 
f l o o r s  a r e  o f  hardwood b o a r d s ,  abou t  8 i n c h e s  wide.  I n  t h e  f r o n t  p a r l o r  a r e  
two c a b i n e t s ,  o r  ' Ip resses , "  w i t h  l a r g e  g l a s s  doors and  ornamented w i t h  over=  
l a p p e d  s t r i p p i n g .  The o u t e r  and  i n n e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  house is  b r i c k ,  
t h e  e x t e r i o r  b e i n g  covered  w i t h  Jenny L i n d  s i d i n g .  A l l  i n  a l l ,  t h e  home i s  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  n o t  o n l y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  who sough t  freedom i n  America, bu t  o f  
t h e  s e l f - r e l i a n c e  and  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  e a r l y  American l i f  
A s  o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t ,  t h e  home d i d  n o t  have t h e  six-room a d d i t i o n  a t  t h e  r e a r  
nor.  d i d  it have t h e  s i d e  porch  r e c e n t l y  added on t h e  sou thwes t  s i d e .  

P l a n s  f o r  R e s t o r a t i o n :  -- 
? n 

The P e a r l  S. Buck BirthpCkace Foundat ion c r e a t e d  by t h e  West V i r g i n i a  
F e d e r a t i o n  o f  Woment s Clubs haz. engaged Rober t  E. Mar tens ,  A I A ,  a s  p r o j e c t  
a r c h i t e c t  t o  r e s t o r e  house  and  p r o p e r t y .  A s  M r s .  Fred Hur t  o f  Beckley,  p a s t  
p r e s i d e n t ,  h a s  s a i d ,  "The F e d e r a t i o n ' s  Foundat ion a g r e e s  t o  m a i n t a i n  i n t e g =  
r i t y  o f  s i t e  and  t o  manage it i n  manner c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  a c c e p t e d  p r e s e r v a -  
t i o n  and  u s e  p r a c t i c e s . "  A q u i s i t i o n  o f  a t h r e e - a c r e  p l o t  t o  t h e  s o u t h  w i l l  
b r i n g  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t o  i t s  o r i g i n a l  d imension;  t r e e s ,  sh rubbery  and t h e  o r i -  
n a l  o u t b u i l d i n g s  w i l l  conform a s  n e a r l y  a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n  ex- 
t e r n a l  a p p e a r a n c e s ,  a s  r e c a l l e d  by M r s .  Grace S t u l t i n g  Smith and o t h e r s ;  t h e  
ba rn  w i l l  become a  t h e a t e r ;  t h e  nearby s h e d  a  c r a f t  shop ;  and  a  l ibrary-mus-  
eum w i l l  be  c o n s t r u c t e d  n e a r  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  house .  The p l a n s  have t h e  en- 
t h u s i a s t i c  b a c k i n g  o f  Miss Buck ( E x h i b i t s  3 and 4 )  and t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  spon- 
s o r s h i p ,  a s  o f  May 25 ,  o f  a l l  t h e  Lions  Clubs of West V i r g i n i a .  The r e s t o -  
r a t i o n  i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  BOR p l a n  f o r  West V i r g i n i a ,  now i n  f i n a l  s t a g e s  of 
p r e p a r a t i o n ,  and i n  t h e  S t a t e  P l a n  f o r  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  b e i n g  p r e p a r e d  
&Lhe West V i r g i n i a  A n t i q u i t i e s  Commission. 

* C o n s t r u c t ~ o n  1s more a c c u r a t e l y  d e s c r i b e d  a s  " b r i c k  knobbed." 
-- --- --- -- 
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A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  T 
\ 

The home b u i l t  by a  Dutch r e f u g e e - f r o m  r e l i g i o u s  p e r s e c u t i o n  i n  1858 
became t h e  b i r t h p l a c e  o f  h i s  g rea t -g raAddaughte r ,  Pea r1 ,Buck  (nee  Syden- r 
s t r i c k e r ) ,  on June 26,  1892,  n e a r  t h e  v i l l a g e  of  H i l l s b o r o ,  W. Va. 

The home, w i t h  i t s  s u r r o u n d i n g  l a n d  and b u i l d i n g s ,  h a s  been purchased  
by t h e  West V i r g i n i a  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  Women's Clubs and t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  t h e  
P e a r l  S. Buck B i r t h p l a c e  Foundat ion t o  own and a d m i n i s t e r .  P l a n s  a r e  
b e i n g  c a r r i e d  forward t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t o  i t s  1890 s t a t e ,  w h i l e  
a t  t h e  same t i m e  deve lop ing  it a s  an  impor tan t  c e n t e r  o f  a r t  and c u l t u r e .  

P e a r l  Buck h e r s e l f  needs  s c a r c e l y  any i n t r o d u c t i o n .  Author o f  more 
than  s e v e n t y  books,  s h e  i s  t h e  most t r a n s l a t e d  w r i t e r  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  t h e  
on ly  American woman t o  be awarded t h e  Nobel P r i z e  f o r  l i t e r a t u r e ,  r e c i -  
p i e n t  o f  a  P u l i t z e r  P r i z e ,  t h e  Wi l l i am Wan Howells medal,  and more t h a n  

8 " two hundred h u m a n i t a r i a n  awards . 
A s  i m p r e s s i v e  a s  h e r  l i t e r a r y  c a r e e r ,  h a s  been h e r  e f f o r t  t o  c a r e  

f o r  Asian c h i l d r e n  f a t h e r e d  by American servicemen)  t h r o u g h  t h e  P e a r l  S. 
Buck Foundat ion.  Her p e r s o n a l  involvement i n  t h i s  p r o j e c t  i n  h e a r t  a s  
w e l l  a s  means is  ev idenced  by h e r  a d o p t i o n  o f  n i n e  o f  t h e s e  abandoned 
~ h , ~ l d r e n .  

- 

The r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  a t t r a c t i v e  wooden frame house  b u i l t  by Myn- 
h e e r  S t u l t i n g  and h i s  f ami iy  h a s  become onc o f  P e a r l  S u c k ' s  c h i e f  p r e -  
o c c u p a t i o n s ,  n o t  o n l y  f o r  i t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  h e r  p e r s o n a l l y ,  b u t  f o r  
i t s  meaning t o  h e r  mother  d u r i n g  t h e  long  y e a r s  h e r  f ami ly  l i v e d  a s  
m i s s i o n a r i e s  i n  China ,  and f o r  what it symbol izes  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  Ameri- 
can  freedom t h a t  gave new l i f e  and  hope t o  o p p r e s s e d  m i g r a n t s  from t h e  
European c o u n t r i e s .  

I n  1936 Miss Buck was moved t o  write The E x i l e ,  t e l l i n g  t h e  s t o r y  o f  - -- 
h e r  mother ,  C a r o l i n e  S t u l t i n g ,  growing up i n  t h i s  home i n  "The L e v e l s  ," 
a l o v e l y  s e c t i o n  of  Pocahontas  County,  and  a s  a  b r i d e  b e i n g  t r a n s p l a n t e d  
t o  t h e  a l i e n  l a n d  o f  China .  O f  h e r  mother ' s  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  s h e  wro te :  

"Her e a r l i e s t  memories were of  t h i s  new house  and  of i t s  b i g ,  s q u a r e ,  
empty rooms. T h i s  house ,  t h e n ,  s p a c i o u s ,  d i g n i f i e d ,  b e a u t i f u l ,  f a s h i o n e d  
o u t  o f  t h e  mind of  Mynheer, h e r  g r a n d f a t h e r ,  and f i n i s h e d  by t h e  e a g e r  
young hands  o f  h e r  b r o t h e r ,  went i n t o  t h e  making of t h i s  American woman." 

(more) 
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Sadly, Mynheer took  a  c h i l l  and d i e d  w h i l e  wa tch ing  t h e  p r o g r e s s  on h i s  
house ,  which was completed by h i s  s l e n d e r  son Hermanus w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  Caro- 
l i n e ' s  f i f t e e n - y e a r - o l d  b r o t h e r ,  Corne l ius .*  "Car ie"  h e r s e l f  was b u t  two a t  
t h e  t i m e ,  and  he r  f ami ly  had bezn i n  America abou t  f i f t e e n  y e a r s .  

Mynheer S t u l t i n g  had been i n  a  U t r e c h t  Dutch Reformed c o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  
some t h r e e  hundred e x i l e s  when they l e f t  Hol land .  I n  New York, p e o p l e  took  
advan tage  o f  t h e i r  i n e x p e r i e n c e ,  s e l l i n g  them a  w o r t h l e s s  swamp i n  Pennsyl-  
v a n i a .  Mynheer t h e n  l e d  a  move t o  v e s t e r n  V i r g i n i a ,  and t o  Pocahontas  County 
came a  hundred s e t t l e r s ,  soon t o  be reduced  t o  h a l f  t h a t  number when many of  
them dec ided  t o  m i g r a t e  s t i l l  f a r t h e r .  Here i n  t h e  H i l l s b o r o  community t h e  
remain ing  Dutch immigrants b u i l t  t h e i r  l o g  c a b i n s  a n d  l o g  church .  

Here t o o  was born t h e  k i n d  of f o r t i t u d e  which s e n t  f o r t h  t o  China P e a r l  
Buck's  f a t h e r ,  Absolum Sy d e n s t r  i c k e r ,  o r d a i n e d  a  P r e s b y t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r  i n  
t h e  h i s t o r i c  Old S tone  Church i n  Lewisburg,  W .  Va. S y d e n s t r i c k e r  was from a  
German fami ly  which had a l s o  sought  r e l i g i o u s  freedom i n  America--even b e f o r e  
t h e  A m e r  i c a n  Revo lu t ion .  

The house  i n  H i l l s b o r o  h a s  more s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  P e a r l  Buck 
t h a n  a  mere b i r t h p l a c e .  Although s h e  was born d u r i n g  a  f u r l o u g h  of  h e r  
m i s s i o n a r y  p a r e n t s  and was t a k e n  back t o  China when s h e  was on ly  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  
months o l d ,  s h e  h a s  had s e v e r a l  subsequen t  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  h e r  b i r t h p l a c e  down 
t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s .  When s h e  was n i n e  y e a r s  o l d  h e r  p a r e n t s  a g a i n  r e t u r n e d  f o r  
a v i s i t  t o  America,  and  P e a r l  e n j o y e d  a  whole  summer i n  t h e  home where s h e  
was born.  H e r  n e x t  t r i p  t o  America was t o  a t t e n d  Randolph-Macon C o l l e g e  i n  
Lynchburg, Va., and t o  t e a c h  t h e r e  u n t i l  c a l l e d  t o  China by t h e  i l l n e s s  o f  
h e r  mother.  During t h i s  t h e  s h e  v i s i t e d  h e r  H i l l s b o r o  home. The home i n  
H i l l s b o r o  came i n t o  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  a  c o u s i n ,  C laude  S t u l t i n g ,  who s o l d  it 
t o  George P. Edgar i n  1922,  and d u r i n g  t h e  Edgar p r o p r i e t o r s h i p  P e a r l  Buck 
c a l l e d  a t  t h e  home and made an u n s u c c e s s f u l  a t t e m p t  t o  p u r c h a s e  it. Ul t ima te -  
l y ,  George E d g a r ' s  s o n ,  Thomas, and h i s  w i f e ,  Betsey , came t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  housc 
I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  Miss Buck h a s  made s e v e r a l  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  home a n d  has  w r i t t e n  
a s m a l l  book (My Mother ' s  House) t o  promote t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  h e r  b i r t h p l a c e .  
A s  s h e  has  w r i t t e n  i n  t h i s  book, 

" I f  it ( t h e  house)  e v e r  l i v e s  a g a i n ,  and  God g r a n t  it may f o r  my Mother ' s  
memory, I hope it w i l l  l i f e  a new l i f e ,  n o t  f o r  mysel f  o r  f o r  my f a m i l y  b u t  
f o r  p e o p l e .  I would l i k e  it t o  b e l o n g  t o  everyone  who c a r e s  t o  go t h e r e .  From 
t h a t  home h a s  come s o  much l i f e - t h a t  it ought  n e v e r  t o  d i e  o r  f a l l  i n t o  r u i n .  

"For my a n c e s t o r s  it p r o v i d e d  s h e l t e r  and  home i n  a  new l a n d ,  a  house  
where t h e y  l i v e d  t h e i r  new l i v e s  w i t h  t r a d i t i o n a l  d i g n i t y  . . . Por my mother 
it p r o v i d e d  a  home, l i v i n g  f o r e v e r  i n  h e r  t h o u g h t  and  memory, though s h e  made 
d w e l l i n g  p l a c e s  i n  a  f a r  c o u n t r y .  For me it i s  a  l i v i n g  h e a r t  i n  t h e  coun t ry  
I knew was my own bu t  which was s t r a n g e  t o  me u n t i l  I r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  house  
d h e r e  I was born.  For  m e  t h a t  house  was a  gateway t o  America.  May it l i v e  
a g a i n ,  my M o t h e r ' s  house ,  and may it p r o v e  f o r  o t h e r s ,  t o o ,  a  gateway t o  new 
though ts  and  dreams and  ways o f  l i f e  ." 

* ~ h ~ ~ ~  names a r e  more o f t e n  g iven  a s  ~ o r n e T i s  and  Harmantus.  
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