
United States Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservatim and Recreation Service 

National R e g i s f  er of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 
See instruct ions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
T v ~ e  ail entries-cornolete a ~ ~ i i c a b l e  sections 

and/or common Old Stone Tavern 

street & number 117 %in S t r e e t  - not for publication 

city, town Mooref ie ld  - vicinity of congressional district Secoi-i$ 

state West Virginia code 5Q county B.rdy  code 331 

Category Ownership Status Present Use 
- district - public _IL occupied - agriculture - museum 
_X_ building(s) _X_ private - unoccupied - commercial - park 
- structure - both - work in progress - educational _g private residencs 

site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment - religious 
- object - in process __1L yes: restricted __ government - scientific 

b e i n g  considered yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
- no - military - othsr: 

name Kr. and Xrs. Alfred h n e  

street & number 339 S .  FBln Street 

city, town Koorefield - vicinity of state Ves t  Virginia 26826 

5. Location of Legail Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. K ~ r d - y  Couvlty Courthouse 

street a number Washin@on and. Elm Streets 

city, town Nooref i e l d  state West Virginia 
-- 

6. Wepresentsfion in Existing Surveys 
title has this property been determined elegible? - yes - no 

date - federal - state - county - local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



Condition Check one Check one 
- excellent - deteriorated - unaltered 1L original site 
-=L good - ruins Z altered m o v e d  date 
- fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Old Stone Tavern i n  Eoorefieli i  i s  a detached dwel l ing  of both 
s tone  and frzme s e c t i o n s  t h a t  h9.s evolved x i t h  the  community. While it i s  
el l -shaped o v e r a l l ,  i t  fundsnenta l ly  c o n s i s t s  of f o u r  r a t h e r  d i s t i c c t  rec- 
t a n g u l s r  u n i t s  (p lus  a modern cinder-block a d d i t i o n ) ,  each two s t o r i e s  
t a l l  wi th  gable  roof .  The o r i g i n a l ,  uncoursed f i e l d s t o n e  s e c t i o n  d a t e s  
from about  1788; frame were a t t a c h e 6  around 1840, 1850 and 1900, wi th  
a s e ~ a r a t e  cinder-block apartment placed a t  the  r e a r  i n  more r e c e n t  years.  

Uind.ow placement throughout i s  f a i r l y  ~ ~ n e t r i c a l  though somewhat 
v a r i e d  I n  t y r e  and s i z e  of sa-sh. Almost a l l  a r e  double-hung, but  whereas 
t h e  c.1900 u n i t ' s  a r e  ? / I  o r  s i n g l e  pane with s t a ined-g lass  t r ~ n s o m ,  those  
i n  t h e  n ine teen th  century  arts a r e  noyi 2/2 o r  6 / 6 ,  while  6 / 0  and 1/1 a r e  
i n  t h e  s t o n e  s e c t i o n  (an o lde r  appesr ing  12/8 sash i s  loca ted  a t  t h e  a t t i c  
s t a i r x a y  h e r e ) .  Door a r r a n r e r e n t  i s  r s t h e r  r e g u l a r ,  too,  with a f r o n t  
en t rance  i n  t h e  s tone  por t ion  and f o u r  doors onto the  porch i n  t h e  e l l  
(two from t h e  s tone  p a r t  an6 one i n  each of the  n ine teenth  century  u n i t s ) .  
&s ides  tha,t  i n  t h e  e l l ,  t h e r e  i s  a long agd narrow porch on t h e  f r o n t ,  a 
most i n t e r e s t i n g  appendage with curved r e o f l i n e ,  la t t ice- ;sork and bracket-  
ing  In  t h e  co rn ice ,  simple cut-out b a l u s t e r s  and a s k i r t  with 2x0 rows of 
holes .  There a n  i n t e r i o r  chinneys at each e rd  of t h e  s tone  p o r t i o n  ( t h a t  

b 
on the  south  has had. i t s  cap renovecl) , betxeen t h e  e a r l i e r  f r a n e  units and 
on t h e  south  end of the  c.1900 a d d i t i o n  ( v i t h  a b r i ck  f a c i n g  on t h e  ex- 
t e r i o r  wall). 

Dzcoration i s  as p rov inc ia l  and evolu t ionary  as o v e r a l l  des ign  i t s e l f .  
The f r o n t  porch i s  a n  outs tanding f e a t u r e ,  and it i s  complenented on t h i s  
e l e v a t i o n  by a bracketed cornice i n  t h e  s tone  e lenen t  and a t'hree-sided 
bay on t h e  c.1900 w n i t .  A unique d e t a i l ,  whether planned o r  n o t ,  i s  t h e  
n o t i c e a b l e  concavi ty of the  nor th  s tone  wall; i t  curves s l i g h t l y  inward 
toward t h e  centered  c h i ~ n e y   any stone  houses bow outward on t h e  chimney 
w a l l ) ,  

The i n t e r i o r  i s  as var ied  as the  e x t e r i o r .  An unusual f l o o r p l a n  i s  
developed i n  the  s tone  s e c t i o n ,  where an  o ld  k l tchen i s  loca ted  i n  t h e  base- 
ment, a s i n g l e  l a r g e  room and stair  h a l l  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and two l a r g e  
rooms on t h e  second f l o o r  ( t h a t  on t h e  sou.th is  cons t ruc ted  over  t h e  s ta i r  
h a l l ) .  %ach of t h e  n ine teenth  century u n i t s  has a s i n g l e  room per  f l o o r  
( b t h s  have been added a t  both l e v e l s  i n  t h i s  c e n t u r y ) ,  as does the  c.1900 
a d d i t i o n ,  F i r e ~ l a c e s  on both f l o o r s  and i n  t h e  basement (a f i n e l y ' a r c h e d  
s ton5 opening is  i n t a c t )  a r e  served by the  n o r t h  rm11 chimney of t h e  s t o n e  
p o r t i o n ,  while  i t s  sou.thern chimney c n r r i s s  a s i n g l e  f l u e  f o r  the  second 
f l o o r .  Add i t iona l ly ,  a f i r e p l a c e  i s  on each f l o o r  of t h e  c.1840 and c.1900 
units. 

Floor ing  i s  o r i g i n a l  f o r  the  most p a r t ,  and a n  open-viell, two-f l ight  
stair i s  i n  t h e  s tone  s e c t i o n  ( a u x i l i a r y  stairs a r e  i n  each of t h e  nine- 
t e e n t h  century  p a r t s ) .  Euch i n t e r i o r  woodwork appears  t o  d a t e  from l a t e  
n ine teen th  o r  e a r l y  twent ie th  c e n t u r i e s ,  inc lud ing  s e v e r a l  seven-panel and 
four-panel  doors  wi th  paneled jambs and -paneled mantels i n  c.1788 and 
c.1900 u n i t s .  The s tone  s e c t i o n  a l s o  has splayed windora r e v e a l s  i n  t h e  
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f i r s t - f l o o r  room ( t h a t  at t h e  r e s r  i s  paneled) .  The most e l a b o r a t e  
i n t e r i o r  work i s  i n  t h e  c.1900 u n i t ,  howevor, where darkly s t a i n e d ,  
louvered s h u t t e r s  surround a three-r:rincioia bay f e a t w i n 3  c e n t r a l  
stained-plqss transoms. Another d e t a i l  of des ign  should be noted:  
t h e  soi~th-chimney &seoent f o o t i n g  of t.12 s tone  s e c t i o n  i s  i n  t h e   for^ 
of a massive "V" shape, a t t e s t i n g  t o  the  s t o u t n e s s  of t h i s  p o r t i o n  
t h a t  has solid w a l l s  about twenty-four inches t h i c k  at f i r s t - f l o o r  
l eve l .  

A l t e r a t i o n s  have evolved as has the house. W i t h  ench a d d i t i o n ,  
i t  seexs ,  s e v e r a l  i n t e r l o r  and e x t e r i o r  changes rrere inada, most nokably 
i n  wood?~orl: d e t a i l  about  1900. 



Period. 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1 499 
- 1 sock1 599 
- 1600-1 699 
X l7Ockl799 
-3L 1800-1 899 
- 1900- 

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e  religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 
- agriculture - economics - literature - sculpture 
LL architecture - education - military - sociall 
- art - engineering - music humanitarian 

- commerce 2L. exploration:settlement - philosophy - theater 
- communications - industry - politicslgovernment - transportation 

- invention -E other (specify) 
cornmunits d e v e l o ~ m e n t  

C. 1788 BuilderlArchitect 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Old Stone Tavern a t  Kooref i e l d ,  Iiardy County, Xest V i r g i n l a ,  i s  
one of t h e  e a r l i e s t  bui ld ings  s t i l l  s tanding  i n  t h i s  comaunity t h a t  was 
incorpora ted  i n  2777. D i s t i n c t i o n  a t t a c h i n g  froic age is expanded upon by 
cons t ruc t ion  i n  s tone ,  f o r  it i s  the  only s t r u c t u r e  of t h i s  m a t e r i a l  i n  
what i s  among t h e  o l d e s t  of West(ern) Virg in ia  t o m s . 2  Addi t ional ly ,  t h e  
p a t t e r n  of enlargement by increments over a r a t h e r  extended per iod  of t ime 
i s  s l g ~ i f i c n n t  f o r  two reasons:  it r e f l e c t s  a comon p r a c t l c e  i n  t h e  
buf l d i n g  h i s t o r y  of the United ~ t n t c s  ,3 and i t  n i r r o r s  the  evo lu t ion  of 
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  community from s h o r t l y  a f t e r  inco  pora t lon  through the 
t u r n  of t h e  q e s e n t  century and even t o  t h i s  day. 6 

Explanatory Xotes 

1 . Conrad Koore app l i ed  f o r  and. received permission t o  l a y  ou t  a 
town near  the  South Branch of t h e  Totomac River i n  then Rampshire County, 
V i r g i n i a ,  i n  1777. Lots  were placed f o r  s a l e  and provis ion  mzde r e q u i r i n g  
a permanent bu i ld ing  be erec ted  on each pnrce l  wi th in  two years  of pur- 
chase.  It w a s  more than  a decade before many l o t s  were s o l d ,  however, and 
t h e  purch9,se of l o t  number 19 by Tho~cas Tarsons (a man who became well- to-  
do through land dea l ings  acd o the r  business  a c t i v i t i e s )  i n  1780 was among 
t h e  e a r l i e s t .  Be must have s e t  about  cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  s tone  s e c t i o n  
of t h e  p resen t  bu i ld ing  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  f o r  he met t h e  two year  dead- 
l i n e  and r e t a i n e d  r i g h t s  t o  the  l o t .  

2. The South Branch Valley i s  noted f o r  i t s  f i n e  b r i c k  p l a n t a t i o n  
and town houses; s tone  was used only  i n  foundat ions and a. f e w  e x t e r i o r  
chimneys f o r  t h e  most p a r t .  Despite a v a i l a b i l i t y  of l o c a l  b r i ck  c l a y s  and 
ex i s t ence  of a br ickyard i n  t,ioorefield by the  17SOs, Parsons decided upon 
use of s tone  from f o o t i n g  t o  gables  zn6 chinney caps. What he cons t ruc ted  
had t o  have been one of t h e  f i n e s t  buildinris i n  t o m  u n t i l  iuell e f t e r  1800. 
It approached a t t r a c t i v e  rugqedness w i t h  l a r g e  rooms, a wide s t a i r h a l l ,  
symmetrical f e n e s t r a t i o n ,  and well-designed baseinent f i r e p l a c e .  

3.  Growth of fami ly  s i z e  and wealth,  s a l e  t o  a person who d e s i r e s  
more spacious accommodations, use f o r  r e n t a l  lodging, and changes i n  t a s t e  
a r e  a l l  among reasons  f o r  a l t e r a t i o n  and extermion of exist in^ bui ld ings .  
It has  been cormon p r a c t i c e  t o  add rooms, connect o u t b u i l d i n i ; ~  and use 
basement and a t t i c  s w c e  t o  provide f o r  houslnq needs. The O l d  Stone 
Tavern t y o i f i e s  t h i s  p r a c t i c e ,  with frzrce s e c t i o n s  having been a t t a c h e d  
around 184.0, 1860 and 1900. i ihile t h e  s tone  p o r t i o n  dominated through t h e  
n ine teen th  cen tu ry ,  t h e  c.1900 s e c t i o n  evidenced a new lmportsnce of s t y l e  
even i n  t h e  removed t o m  of :loorefield, Tor it challenged t h e  o l d e s t  p a r t  
by s h a r i n g  a f r o n t  a t  s t r e e t  l i n e ,  incorpora t ing  d e c o r s t i v e  f e a t u r e s  such 
as a bsy and s t a ined-g lass  transoms, an3 b r i n s i n g  turn-of-the-century 
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a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  cioors, windorcs and porches of the  s tous  s e c t i o n ,  

4. Thoms Parsons held an extens ive  anount of land a t  t h e  t i m e  of 
h i s  dea th  i n  1804 (he d i s t r i b u t e d  no less than f i v e  ' zp lzn ta t ionsn  and 
an additional 1 ~ 6  a c r e s  besides h i s  town proper ty) .  As builder of the 
Old Stone Tavern, h e  e2itonlized a chmge ikon a ru.ra.1 farm econoxy t o  
growing i rn~or tance  of t o ~ m  life on t h e  i n t e r i o r  dur ing  and s h o r t l y  
after t h e  3evolut ionary ihr. A s  o the r s  i n  h l s  fmmily 3efore  :?In had 
pioneered i n  exp lo ra t ion  s e t t l e r i e n t  of open lend ,  he helped es ta3-  
l i s h  a t r u e  town w h e r e  buildings and se rv ices  concentrated.  32ed t o  
t h e  p r o p e r t y  pzssed t o  Valentine Simmons i n  1812 m d  George -&rness 
111 i n  3818; 3 0 t h  Sinmons and Harness f 8 . z i l i e s ,  e s ~ e c i a l l y  t h e  latter, 
played l m ~ o r t a n t  rof es i n  d.eveloging the  czrea nround P:oorefZeM. 
George EIarness entered  a t  least ti:ro d e ~ d e  oI" tr~~koon t h i s  l a ~ 6 - - o n e  
in 7.831 x i t h  > l i l l i a m  Sewour and S m u e l  E. Alcx2nrIer, and on? i n  1840 
rsl t h  Janes !+?.F. Allen--all_ of W!IOT were important area business-,en 2nd 
l e a d e r s .  Tit3.e passed t o  the  Gilkeson femi ly  i n  1850 and n near'by 
s t o r e  was being kept  by then i n t o  the  twent ie th  century  whea they 
so ld  t h e  house (and s t o r e )  t o  C ly2e  Friddl-e an? wife ,  and t h i s  f a m i l y  
r e t a i n e d  t h e  proper ty  u n t i l  1977. L i s t i n %  of t h e s e  varioas owners i s  
done i n  order  t o  dezons t ra t e  a con t inu i ty  of t'qe business  corn-unity i2 
IYioorefi?ld ngd i t s  associlation with t h i s  house. A s  t he  town grew in 
s t a t l i r e  ax6 a commercial c o x  developed, i t  spread a long  !%air, Street 
t o  incorpora te  t h e  O l d  Stone  T2vern. T h i s  s t r ~ ~ c t u r e  grew, i n  turn, t o  
accornmod.ate the  fa-milfes who oxned i t  and provide space needed f o r  
t h e i r  va r lous  a c t i v i t i e s .  A s  today's bas lness  core i n  Eooref ie ld  
s 9 i f t s  t o  s t r i p  d e v e l o g ~ e n t s  both nor th  zn? south of toxrr, t h i s  stone 
and frame house i s  once ag:-riin bsing nressed t o  r e f l e c t  the  evo lu t ion  
i n  t0v.m c h s r a c t e r ,  a t a s k  at which i t  h a s  been s u c c e s s f u l  through 
near7 y two c e n t u r i e s .  



9. blaje~ iBlblEos~;raphicaI References 
-. " R i s t o r l c  3u l ld ing  Seiilg 2emoved t o  :::al;e Zoom f o r  Parking Lot, ' '  Xoorefield 

Bcaminer. Fcb. 2 5 ,  1979. 
Koore, A l v i l l  a w a r d .  H i s t c r y  of -&rd. County o f  t h e  3orderland. Parsons, -9 W.Va,. : McCZain P r i n t i n g  C o . ,  19 3. 

Quadrangle scale 1 : 21.1.000 

"W Zone W I ~ I I I ~ I ~  Easting 
Northing 

Verbal boundary description and justification The bu i ld ing  is s i t u a  tea on a toram lot 
w i t h  a frontaze of 63 f e e t  a long Fain Street. The rectangular parcel i s  
175 f e e t  deep. 

List alt states and csuntias for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

name/titie Janes E. Earcling, Bis torlan 
Historic Preservation Unit 

organization &pt. of Culture and Eiistory date July 2 3 ,  1979 
The Culture Center 

Street & number &pi t o 1  Complex telephone (304 3b8-O24o 

city or town Char l e s  ton state West V i r g i n i s  

3 2. State Historic Preservation Officer Certi-katicon 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national - state _X_ local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures Set f0 and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

D i r e c t o r ,  H i s t o r i c  Pres. Unit ,  WV Dept. of Cu l tu r e  and B i s t p j  
title 

September 27, 1979 
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- "  - , '  Keeper of the National Register. :-: i 1 

. I - ,I, 
. . -' , - - - 5  . . I  - : ,  . 

--. 8 - - .  
, _ S , _ .  -- * '  . A- 

Attest: ;; 
.̂ , .  --..... 6 - - -  .:a;: - - - -  - a 

' r" 
, . date 

Chief of Registration 
t 








