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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT A N D  ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN).PHYSICAL APPEARANCE . 
The Old Stone House b u i l t  by t h e  Tyree fami ly , in  1824 i n  what i s  now Fayet te  County, 

West Virginia,  s tands  today as  'a s o l i d  reminder of a well-constructed house made of 
mate r i a l s  genera l ly  ava i l ab le  i n  t h e  area.  

The o r i g i n a l  por t ion  i s  of f i e l d . s t o n e  from t h e  foundation through t h e  chimneys on- 
t h e  gables and has e x t e r i o r  wal ls  of about 22" thickness.  Approximately f o r t y  feet long 
and t h i r t y  f e e t  deep, the  house has two s t o r i e s  plus a t t i c .  The s tone  cons t ruc t ion  
incorporates a l a rge  chimney i n  t h e  e a s t  and west wal ls ,  and these  provide f i r e p l a c e s  on 
both f loors .  There a r e  two doors and one window on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  of t h e  south ( f ron t )  
e l eva t ion  with t h r e e  windows on t h e  second l eve l .  East and west e l eva t ions  have small 
openings i n  the  a t t i c  on each s i d e  of t h e  chimney. The e a s t  s i d e  a l s o  has  a door on t h e  
f i r s t  f l o o r  toward t h e  r e a r ,  and t h e  west has a window near t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  f i r s t  l eve l .  
Neither e a s t n o r w e s t  e levat ions  have openings on t h e  second f l o o r .  To t h e  r e a r ,  place- 
ment i s  somewhat haphazard, the re  being a d o o r d  two windows on t h e  f j r s t  f l o o r  and 
two windows on t h e  second f loor ,  the  l a t t e r  arranged so as  not t o  be  d i r e c t l y  above f i r s t -  
s t o r y  openings. The roof ,  now of corrugated metal,  was o r i g i n a l l y  capped with r i v e n  
shakes. - . -- - - -- 

.- -- - - -  .- - - - - -- _ _  _ _  _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ -- - 
Presently,  tKe s t r u c t u r e  has two addi t ions  t o  the  e a s t  side; a-small  porch and a - - 

scoop on the  r e a r  and a deep, one-story porch a c r o s s t h e e n t i r e  f r o n t .  Most of these  
a l t e r a t i o n s  da te  from tb6 renovations undertaken i n  t h e  1890s by E.V. and Fred Babcock 
who owned the  bui ld ing as  p a r t  of coa l  company property f o r  many years .  A frame lean- to  
was placed on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  sometime before  1900, and a small frame room was added t o  
t h i s  around 1930. The Babcocks apparently a l s o  added t h e  small  r e a r  porch and metal  
roof. Windows i n  the  s tone  por t ion  a r e  now 111 and those  i n  t h e  addi t ions  a r e  212 and 
611, but  o r i g i n a l s  were probably 414. The f r o n t  of t h e  s tone  house has  been painted 
white i n  recent  years .  . - --- - -  - 

When f i r s t  constructed,  t h e  i n t e r i o r  consis ted  of two l a r g e  rooms on each f l o o r  
separa ted  by a seventeen-inch-wide p a r t i t i o n .  S t a i r s  a r e  placed w e l l  back from t h e  cen- 
t r a l  door. Fireplaces on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  a r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  and a b i t  unusual f o r  they 
a r e  placed i n  the  s ides  of t h e  l a r g e  rooms with two openings a t  about a 350'angle, thus 
allowing hea t  t o  r a d i a t e  i n  d i f f e r e n t  d i rec t ions .  This was probably designed t o  f a c i l i -  
t a t e  p a r t i t i o n i n g  of  each room i n t o  two separa te  e n t i t i e s  i f  des i red ,  and t h e r e  i s  evi-  
dence of such a . p a r t i t i o n  i n  t h e  west room of t h e  f & s t  l eve l .  There a r e  two f i r e p l a c e s  
on t h e  second f l o o r ,  and these  face  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  roams from t h e  chimney. Another 
i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e  of t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  t h e  r a f t e r s  which were made from unhewn poles 
and a r e  s t i l l  i n  place.  

The s tone  house was pa r t i t ioned  i n t o  four rooms on t h e  second f l o o r  during t h e  
twentieth century. The lean-to add i t ion  incorpora tes  two rooms and has one window on 
each s i d e  with a door t o  t h e  screened porch on t h e  r e a r .  For t h e  most p a r t ,  t h e  i n t e r i o r  
wa l l s ,  f l o o r s  and c e i l i n g s  a r e  now covered with ches tnut  and red oak boards of various 
widths,  but much of t h e  o r i g i n a l  wainscoting i s  S t i l l  i n  place. 

The many log outbuildings a re  no longer standing,  but a springhouse made of s tone  
s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  used i n  t h e  house i s  located  on t h e  eas t  s i d e  of the  property.  The old  
s t o n e  wal l  and loading block (apparently used by passengers a l i g h t i n g  from s tages )  s tand 
near  t h e  road (pa r t  of t h e  former James River and Kanawha Turnpike) a t  t h e  end of t h e  
walk from t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  house. Placement of a door near t h e  r e a r  of t h e  e a s t  s i d e  
of t h e  s tone  s e c t i o n  ind ica tes  t h a t  t h e r e  may have been an ou t s ide  k i tchen i n  t h i s  area  
u n t i l  about t h e  1890s. 

- - -- .- - - - - 
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Large and p l a i n  i n  appearance, t h e  Old Stone House i s  a f i n e  example of t h e  rough 
and s t r o n g  s t r u c t u r e s  which were e s s e n t i a l  i n  t h e  rugged mountain t e r r a i n  along t h e  ' 

James River and Kanawha Turnpike between Charleston and Lewisburg, West Virginia.  With 
i t s  many outbuildings and d e s i r a b l e  loca t ion  on t h e  heavi ly  t raveled  road (eas t  of the  
he igh t s  which lead down t o  t h e  ~anawha  River and on t o  Charleston and west of t h e  
mountains which form a b a r r i e r  t o  t h e  r e s o r t  a reas  near Lewisburg and on t o  Virginia) ,  
it became a -frequented s topping-place-for-stagecoaches , - drovers and individual  t r a v e l e r s  

-- - --. - ---.--.- - -  --- - - - 
a s  they madeztheir%ay-to markets;-rai-lheads-oyxater3ourses -=--=- --:- 

. - - - -  
7 i y r e e  Stone Tavern ~ ~ F o n s t r u c € e - d ~ - - a f - a n e l e v a t i o n  or' abour: 4466 fee€ on 

t h e  western slopes of t h e  more than 3200-feet-high Sewell Mountains. Stone and wood 
from t h e  surrounding countryside were used t o  bu i ld  t h e  s t o u t  house i n  a s t y l e  which 
has been c a l l e d  "pure mountain." Walls were 22" th ick ,  t h e  i n t e r i o r  had only four l a rge  
rooms (probably a family room and dining room on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and two dormitory-type 
rooms on the  second) and s i x  f i r e p l a c e s  blazed t o  insure  heat  during cold  weather. 
Nothing was fancy about t h e  s ing le ,  huge p a r t i t i o n s  on each f loor ,  window placement was 
i r r e g u l a r  and roughness of s t y l e  was the  r u l e  where no need ex i s t ed  f o r  f i n i s h i n g  ( i n  
t h e  unhewn r a f t e r s ,  f o r  example). Such fea tu res  a s  t h e  dual  f i r e p l a c e s  which p ro jec t  
a t  about a 35O'angle i n  t h e  f i r s t , f l o o r  rooms, however, d id  give t o  t h e  house a measure 
of f ineness ,  and family and v i s i t o r s  a l i k e  were provided t h e  comfort of abundant space 
and suppl ies ,  

Comtructed as--it was along-tlieeJiiiGs Riv-eFand-Kanawhii Turnpike--a s e c t i o n  of t h e  
o ld  road s t i l l  runs i n  f r o n t  of t h e  house--between Charleston and Lewisburg and nes t led  
i n  an a r e a  s u i t a b l g  f o r  pause on a long journey before  one made t h e  ascent  of  t h e  
Sewells t o  t h e  e a s t  o r  moved on t o  t h e  heights  and then the  va l l eys  of t h e  west, the  
Old Stone House was an i d e a l  s t o p  f o r  t h e  t r a v e l e r .  Stages made it a regu la r  s tand 
where they might get  a change of horses  and lodge and feed t h e i r  passengers f o r  a night .  
Drovers appreciated t h e  r o l l i n g  f i e l d s ;  wagoners and individual  journeymen welcomed the  
h o s p i t a l i t y .  The Tyrees added t h e  necessary dependencies and made t h e  tavern  near ly  
s e l f  sus ta in ing  with t h e  assortment of workshops, granary, meathouse and springhouse. 
So i t  was t h a t  i t  played i t s  p a r t  i n  a id ing i n  t h e  movement of goods and people between 
t h e  Ohio River and t idewater  Virginia .  

Many men prominent i n  publ ic  a f f a i r s  were gues ts  here. As they t r ave led  t o  and 
from Washington, D.C., and t h e i r  homes i n  Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee and elsewhere, they 
made t h e  regular  s tops  along t h e  way. It i s  bel ieved t h a t ,  among o the rs ,  Andrew Jackson, 
Henry Clay and Thomas H. Benton v i s i t e d .  The house was a l s o  on t h e  path of  movements by 
both Federal  and Confederate t roops  during t h e  C i v i l  War and apparently served as  housing 
o r  headquarters  f o r  s e v e r a l  genera ls  and l e s s e r  s o l d i e r s  such as  Rutherford B. Hayes and 
William McKinley. Another notable  guest wasMatthew Fontaine Maury, one of t h e  g rea t  

V e s  ~F-the- day- on- ucemmgraphy.%z has -ofterr bee-- that-Hatry W E Z  3aid 
UP a t  t h e  Tyree Stone Tavern f o r  about a month wi th  a broken c o l l a r  bone h e  had suffered 
i n  a s t a g e  accident nearby, and dur ing t h i s  time h e  wrote a good por t ion  of h i s  work on 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (continued) 

ocean currents .  
me grea t  period of t r ave l  on t h e  old turnpike was coming t o  an end a f t e r  t h e  

Civ i l  IJar, however, and the  Chesapeake and Ohio   ail way's l i n e  t o  the  Ohio River near ly  
eliminated long dis tance overland passage of goods and people t o  the e a s t  and west. 
I n  1884 the  Tyree family sold the  property t o  t h e  Longdale I ron Company, and that firm, 
i n  turn,  passed it on t o  t he  Babcock Coal and Coke Company. While t he  area was quickly 
developing i t s  r i c h  coal  resources, t he  old house deter iorated and was used for storage 
or t o  temporarily she l t e r  tenants.  A t  the  urging of West Virginia 's  Governor ~ i l l i a m  
MacCorkle, though, the Babcocks undertook renovations i n  the  1890s, and t h e  house has 
had a new l i f e  since.  In fac t ,  it even took on the  look of i t s  tavern days i n  the 

- -- - --- 
1920s -and 1930% for>- was-.oTcCeeag3iE-f --- r e p e n t e d '  ---. by-travel  ers-who-were .. -- . - welcomed - to ---. its-- 
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