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NAME 
HISTORIC 

Old Ravenswood School --. - 
AND/OR COMMON 

"1887 School" 

LOCATION 
STREET& NUMBER 

Henry S t r ee t  -NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Third -Ravenswood - VICINITY OF 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

West ~irginia 54 Jackson . 035 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 
-DISTRICT XPUBLIC -OCCUPIED J G R I C U L T U R E  ,MUSEUM 

XBUILDINGIS) -PRIVATE  UNOCCUPIED -COMMERCIAL -PARK 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK IN  PROGRESS -EDUCATIONAL -PRIVATE REStDENCE 

) -SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE -ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-OBJECT -IN PROCESS &YES RESTRICTED -GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES UNRESTRICTED -1NDUSTRtAL -TR4NSPORTATION 

-NO - -MIL~TARY X - O ~ E R  - 
- - .. - 

. - otvNE l R ' O F P : P R . ~ B ~ ~  T Y Z  -1 -- - '- - - . - - - 2 - .- . . . - 
. - 

NAME 

Jackson County Board of Education 
STREET & NUMBER 

Riple y , VICINITYOF West Virginia 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

- - 

C ~ N .  TOWN STATE 

Ripley West Virginia 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

SURVEY RECORDS - -- 
CITY. TOWN STATE 



DESCRIPTION 
I ) ?I 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED -UNALTERED XORIGINAL SITE 

-RUINS XALTERED _MOVED DATE 

-UNEXPOSED 

------ 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT A N D  ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Old Ravenswood School was constructed i n  1887-88 by the prominent 
Marietta, Ohio builder H. OIBlennes fo r  the Ravenswood Independent School 
D i s t r i c t .  Facing on Henry S t r ee t  i n  the midst of Ravenswood's qu ie t  r e s iden t i a l  
sect ion,  and flanked on e i t h e r  s ide by rectangular playgrounds which give it a 
sense of balance, the  s t ruc ture  eas i ly  doninates the area. 

The Old Ravenswood School i s  a s ign i f ican t  l oca l  example of l a t e  19th 
century Eclect ic  archi tecture .  The s t ructure  is  two s t o r i e s  high, of brick 
masonry construction. The building i s  symmetrical, and has an i r r egu la r  
hipped roof with a truncated tower tha t ,  u n t i l  1971, supported a belfry.  There 
is  a d e f i n i t e  emphasis on the ve r t i ca l  f ron t  elevation.  The main h ip  roof is 
dominated a t  each corner by a hipped pavil ian.  Enriched brickwork i n  the  
cornice and f r i eze  of the Old Ravenswood School i s  a feature  t h a t  characterizes 
Victorian ornanentation. The f ron t  elevation of the  tower face is pedimented 
and embellished with so-called "Dog Tooth" brickwork. O f  special  note, in 
terms of d e t a i l ,  i s  the  millwork of the  north and south recessed porches. 

S t ruc tura l ly  the  building i s  sound. The hardwood f loors  a r e  sound, there  
i s  no masonry cracking, and the foundations a re  dry and so l id .  

The i n t e r i o r  of the  two-story building i s  not inasgood a condition a s  

i t he  ex te r ior ,  having suffered a decade of neglect .  Yet it too appears so l id ,  
Each f loo r  consis ts  of four large high-ceilinged classrooms. A unique fea ture  
t o  the  i n t e r i o r  design of the  b u i l d i n g i s t h e  d i r e c t  access stairway t o  the  
sacond f l o o r  t h a t  begins from the  f ron t  arched entrance. This s t a i r ca se  
provides access t o  a landing a-t-&d--level, which allpws continued .dGect  acceqs 

- -- t o  a1 l classrooms on -the- sec%ndLf h r :  - The- side en'tr-&r- north -& south-, -- - - --  - 
provide access.only t o  the f i r s t  f loor .  - 

The double-hung windows have been boarded up during the period of i ts 
vacancy i n  order t o  give s t a b i l i t y  t o  i n t e r i o r  features .  
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

4RCHEOLUDY-PREHISTORIC -COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE -RELIGION 

--ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE 

A G R I C U L T U R E  -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

XA~~CH~TECTURE XEDUCATION -MILITARY -SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

A R T  -ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATER 

-COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION 

-COMMUNICATIONS J NDUSTRY , -POLITICS/GOVERNMENT -OTHER [SPECIFY1 

-INVENTION 

'ECIFIC DATES 1887-88 BUILDER/ARCHITECT H. O'Blennes 

ATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The 1887 School i n  Ravenswood, located on Henry S t r e e t  and dominating the 
skyl ine  of the  neighborhood i n  which it i s  located,  i s  a s ign i f i can t  l o c a l  
example of l a t e  19th Century Ec lec t ic  a rch i tec ture  i n  t h i s  area  of the  s t a t e .  
  his school i s  a l so  s ign i f i can t  i n  t h a t ,  unlike most publ ic  schools i n  W e s t  
Virginia, t h i s  one was b u i l t  by the  tom- of E.avensv~ood, r a the r  than by t h e  county 
school board. 

The town of Ravenswood, s i t ua t ed  on the  l e f t  bank of the Ohio River t h i r t y  
f i v e  miles below Parkersburg, stands on lands once owned by George Washington- 
The town i t s e l f  was f i r s t  s e t t l e d  i n  1810 and, though the  f i r s t  school began 
operation i n  1837, Ravenswood did  not  ge t  a pos t  o f f i c e  u n t i l  1846. By t h e  
1S801s Ravenswood had become a thr iving community of around 1,000 souls,  r i va l i ng  

) the  Jackson County s e a t  of Ripley. Although several  schools had been b u i l t  in 
t he  town, the  growing population of young people, had by the  mid-18801s, o u t  
grown thecapaci ty  of the ex i s t i ng  educational f a c i l i t i e s ,  with a t o t a l  enro l l -  
ment in -  1887- of 13 .- _Th+tsame- y e a ~  the  Ravenswood - - - -- -- - . Independent School D i s t r i c t  
bowed - t o  ?th&.~dema-nds.o£- aece3s i t y .  and-decided-. umn- the  .&ectiqn,of 5 -new - - - 

school building;- TheSclmol Boa rd -ks  already i n  the-pos i t ion-of  ownfng & 
choice piece of land on Henry S t r ee t ,  deeded t o  them i n  '1883 by Eenrie t ta  F. 
Barre, a l oca l l y  prominent c i t i z en .  I n  June of 1887 the  members of the Ravens- 
wood Independent School Board t raveled up r i v e r  t o  Parkersburg, West Virginia 
and Marietta, Ohio t o  look a t  publ ic  schools of those towns i n  an attempt t o  
determine what type of school design they needed f o r  t h e i r  community. No 
apparent decision was reached, bu t  the  members cane back t o  Ravenswood convinced 
t h a t  a l a rge  and imposing s t ruc ture  was needed f o r  t h e i r  growing town. 

On August 17, 1887 the Board gave not ice  t h a t  i t  was accepting bids  fo r  
the  construction of a new school house. Ten bids  were received and, on 
September 14, 1887 the  Board announced it was awarding the contract  t o  H.  OtBlennes 
of Marietta, Ohio because "the plan and spec i f ica t ions  c a l l  f o r  a splendid 
building,  and from M r .  0 ' ~ l e n n e s '  reputation a s  a bui lder ,  we w i l l  surely  g e t  it." 
Construction began almost immediately, a s  the  housing s i t ua t i on  among the  
s tudents  was becoming c r i t i c a l .  By October the  foundation was l a i d  and, though 
construction hal ted during the  hard winter of 1887-88, the  new Ravenswood 
School was dedicated with much fanfare  i n  August of 1888. I t  had been erected 
i n  l e s s  than a year, a t  a cos t  of around $16,000.00. 
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This imposing two-story masonry s t ruc ture ,  surmounted by a large tower 
and be l f ry  was, a t  the  time of i t s  dedication,  t he  dominant a r ch i t ec tu ra l  
work of the  town. The Ravenswood School served the community f o r  80 years,  
as generations of children passed through i t s  doors, many of whom went on t o  
l o c a l  and s t a t e  prominence. The school was closed i n  1968 and has s ince  served 
as a s torage house f o r  the Jackson County Board of Education, which took over 
operation of the  school i n  1933. Locally s ign i f i can t  a s  a good example of 19th 
Century Ec lec t ic  Architecture i n  a public building,  it continues t o  serve the 
community as a point  of i n t e r e s t .  The Jackson County Board of Education has 
announced i t s  intent ion t o  r e h a b i l i t a t e  the  old  school and pu t  it t o  adaptive 
use. In  t h i s  way, t he  Ravenswood School w i l l  continue t o  serve the community 
as it has fo r  the pas t  91 years. 

) 



Ambler, Charles H. ,  A History of Education i n  West Virginia,  ~ u n t i n g t o n ,  West 
Virginia,  1951. 

-. 
) fardestyls  West Virginia Counties, Volume I, Richwood, West Virginia,  1973. 

Ravenswood News, April  27, 1887 through August 10, 1888. 

thence w i t h  s a id  Henry S t r e e t  210 f e e t  t o  the corner of Lot No .  173, thence with a 
l i n e  of Lot No. 173 back 143 f e e t  t o  an a l l ey ,  thence with s a id  a l l e y  210 f e e t  to 
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Michael J; Pauley, Historian - 
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The Cul tural  Center, Capitol Complex 304 348-0244 
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STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE 1s: 

NATIONAL- STATE - LOCAL 

As the des~gnated State Htstoric Preservation Off~cer for the Nat~onai H~storic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion ~n the Nat~onal  Reg~ster and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the Natronal Park Service 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

TITLE DATE 
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C a r n e y ,  A l l e n  R . ,  A . I . A . ,  P u b l i c  School, 1 8 8 7 ,  R a v e n s w o o d ,  W.Va. 

J a c k s o n  C o u n t y  D e e d  B o o k ,  O c t o b e r  20, 1883. 
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S y c a m o r e  Street, thence w i t h  S y c a m o r e  S t ree t  1 4 3  feet t o  the place of beginning 
t o  f ron t  2 1 0  f ee t  on H e n r y  S t r e e t ,  and being L o t s  169, 170, 171, & I72 as 
numbered on the p lo t  of the c i t y  of R a v e n s w o o d ,  D i s t r i c t  of R a v e n s w o o d ,  Jackson 
C o u n t y ,  W e s t  V i r g i n i a .  






